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. Maat kind of & Christian would you make if your hometown was
tarvoripnd Right aftye night by marerdng sieri)la bands, rewhbers yous
@ureh had been bumed, and the 1eading members of your songregation
driven off or even killed because they dared stand for Christ?

What would be your attitude if government policy had destroyed
youp house end fields end the ediet to move made you a refugse? Op 4f
Mlmnrohu"nud.mtqtmhmphuun*d
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Yould find out what kind of a (hristisn you'd make under pressure
4f you 1ived in Viet Nam, a faseinating land of Oriental ways, but
whose faseination has been Sempered by 23 contimmous years of war, a
war that has bescme & pivot between the fres and commnist worlds.

”M‘Mlu‘l Chrigtians in South Viet Nam the years g
“ ‘W;HY-O of ﬂ.ooﬁ’ ‘;;.l Mo and 4l sruption, Por .

. many m-n. they have been years sk vhen thrigtianity ocollided with
commmnigm, & personal confliet that has had %o be faced every moming
on arieing, all ®rough the wm uncertain hours of dsy and evening, and
sometimes in the small hours past miMight, Por othera these years
have been a time of catohing the orosafire of two ideologles, a strange
ﬂhﬁﬁlmmlﬂhhtm Bagt and Weat but Jhidh to the
Mvﬂmw-mumzm slde can make the other lose the
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" has the South China #ea at its front door and steep mountaing st its
back, A year ago the Due Pho churdh waas the strongeat In 1ts mERk provinee,
s members had worked nard to nake *halr pretlty new sitcco building
debt=res, Mristians were lsaming o b2 zewlous wiinesses, souls were
being w aved, Today, becausec of tho Viet Cong rebels, .he church stands
nearly smpty, @very membar of the sovemling comnittes has beon forced
to flee for his 1ife; many families have lost lands and possessicns,
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- y he enemy, They ’&*Wmv ’
tmmwowm they slupped shut by angry enemy estion, Mather,
they sit precariously on a sl ippery path, like those on which thelr
people walk in the midst of flooded rice flelds, Oceasionally word
emerges that the going is rough «- there are altemating demgnds on the
youth to serve both national and rebel causes, the people are poor
beyond dluriptlon. evary way is the wrong way to tum, bBut the Gospel
is 3till belng preached]

Before I left Aueries I believed that anything short of opem
demmngiation of eossmnism was weekness, But the news out of Viet Nam
arriving in Viet Nem and kmowking about for a time 1 had t6 adeit that
sometines it was hard to see where opposition to the ruling party 1eft
off and sympathy toward the eommmist gierillas bagmn, 85811, I & ought,
these people should dlssem this point of cleavase and, Just as at home
in Ameriea, to be Christian is automatieally to be militantly antie
commmint,

This beliel was strengthened by what I heard of Ghao, a fervent
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