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What kind e f a C h r i s t i a n w o u l d y o n a a k a i f y o u r h o n e t o w n waa 

H ? . ' » r t ^ < a T t w * l e h % fcrr a t i w t f n c S U F I U I * — « S T i~w*<r»s T»»» 

church h a d been burned, a n d t h a l e a d i n g a e n b a r s o f y o u r c o n g r e g a t i o n 

d r l T a n o f f o r even k i l l ad b e c a u s e t h a y d a r e d s t a n d Tor C h r i s t T 

what w o u l d b a y o u r a t t i t u d e I f g o r a n a a s n t p o l i c y h a d destroyed 

your house and f i e l d s and t h e e d l e t t o n e v e amde y o u a r e f u g e e ? Or I f 

fo l lowers e f e t h e r aft r e l i g i o n s k e p t y o u i n y o u r p l a a e a s a aassber e f 

a M i n o r i t y ? 

Yeu*d f i n d o u t a h a t k i n d o f a C h r i s t i a n y o u ' d amke u n d e r pressure 

i f you l i v e d i n Viet Ram, a f a s c i n a t i n g l a n d o f O r i e n t a l ways, hot 

e a s e s faee lnat ion haa b e e n tempered b y 23 continuous: y e a r s e f war* a 

war that has baa one a p ivo t b e t w e e n the free and e o a n u n l s t worlds* 

f o r 00,000 assi e v a n g e l l e a l C h r i s t i a n s i n S o u t h 7 1 s t l e a the yeera 

s i nee lffco here been years o f b l o o d y w a r , p o v e r t y , a n d d i s r u p t i o n . P e r 

sassy thousands, they h a v e b e e n y e a r a a* whan ( n r l a t l a n i t y c o l l i d e d w i t h 

• laaaintae, a p e r s o n a l c o n f l i c t t h a t h a s h a d t e b e f a c e d e v e r y a o r n l n g 

o n a r i s i n g , a l l to r o u g h t h a saat u n c e r t a i n h o u r s o f 4 a y and e v e n i n g , and 

eoae t iaes i a t h e e n a l l h o u r s p a s t a l d f c i g h t . F o r o t h e r s t h e s e y e a r s 

h a v e been a t i m e o f e a t o h l n g t h e o r o s a f l r e o f t w o i d e o l o g i e s , a s t r a n g e 

contest that t h e k n o w i n g s a y I s b e t w e e n Bas t a n d V e s t b u t t h i s h t e t h e 

a lap l s v i l l a g e r b e l l s down t e wh ich s i d e can aeJrn t h a o t h e r l o a e the 



m o s t f a s e . 

I f yow l i v e d t h e r e , bow w o u l d y o u r f a i t h f a r e ? what w o u l d 

y o u e x p e c t o f y o u r c h u r o h t now h a v e t h a V i e t n a m e s e C h r i s t i a n s and 

t h e i r c h u r c h f a c e d t h e l a s u a s ? 

R e c e n t l y I was t h e c u e a t o f t n e Q i r i a t l u n and M l a s l o n a r y A l l l a n o e 

i n Viet Haa. a o m e t l n e s with m i s s i o n a r i e s , s o m s t l - a s s w i t h n a t i o n a l 

C h r i s t i a n s , o t h e r c i - j e s Just on my own I traveled up and down t h e 7 0 0 

s&ISV t>rm « K O r i c h *Anm d * l - s of t h e Hskong ftiver i n t h e s o u t h t e t h e 

r u g g e d m o u n t a i n s hugging tha 1 7 t h P a r a l l e l I n t h e n o r t h . I n f l a t l a n d e 

and m o u n t a i n s I saw t h a f r u i t o f . sore t h a n 50 y e a r s o f f a i t h f u l l a b o r 

by A l l i a n c e m i s s i o n a r i e s and t h e i r n a t i o n a l D r e t h r e n — b e l i e v e r s I n 

J e s u s C h r i s t . With f e w e x c e p t i o n s , t h e y a r e a f f i l i a t e d w i t h t h e a l l l a n o e 

t h r o u g h t h e i r »r ange l l e a l Church o f V i c t Nan. I vial t e d l m p r e a a l v e city 

c h u r c h e s and t h a t c h - r o o f c o u n t r y c h a p e l a , I a t e and s l e p t i n t h e h o m e s 

o f C h r i s t i a n a f rom o n e end Of t h a l a n d t o tho o t h e r , e v e r y w h e r e I f o u n d 

t h e l o n g and e x h a u s t i n g w a r p r e s s e d h a r d on tha church and i t s p e o p l e , 

The p r e s s u r e s , and r e a c t i o n t o t h e n , v a r i e d i n i n t e n s i t y and 

i n k i n d . 

Churches i n t h e l a r g e r c i t l e a , I d i s c o v e r e d , a r e r e l a t i v e l y f r e e 

o f d i s t r e s s , rtslsclvely f r e e , b e c a u s e w h i l e many a r e s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g , 

t h e y a r e b a r e l y s o f w h i l e t h e y a r e i n l i t t l e d a n g e r o f m o r t a r s h e l l i n g , 

t h e y a r e hampered b y r e s t r i c t i o n s l o o s e d by g o v e r n m e n t o r g u e r i l l a s , 

( e v e n i n g s e r v i c e s a r e a e l d o m s c h e d u l e d s i n o e n i g h t t i m e t r a v e l l a 

I n s o ess r u r a l a r e a s — and n o t a l l o f tham r e s e a t s — s h u r o h e s 

h a v e b e e n c l o s e d , t h e i r p e o p l e a o a t t e r e d b y war. Cue Pho i s o n e s u c h 

p l a c e . 

T h i s t o w n , n e s t l s d i n c h s n a r r o w c o a s t a l s t r i p o f r i c e p a d d l e a , 



h u tho S o u t h China gaa a t l t g f r o n t d o o r a n d steeu m o u n t a i n * a t I t a 

b a o ' < . A 7 e a r a * u tho Duo Ftio r* tsreh wa.i t h e atronge.it I n i t a peat p r o r l n o e , 

I 5 a oowbora had w o r k e d r.ard t o n s k a * a l p pmtty n e w a ? a e c o b u i l d i n g 

d e b t - f r e e . C h r l a t i e n a w e ? i l o o m i n g U> b ? aooloxa w i t n e s s e s , e o u l a v a r a 

b e Inj* a a r e d . T o d a y , b e c a u s e o f t * »*tet Oong r e o e l a , - h a o h u r o h a t a n da 

n e a r l y eaapty. d r e r y a a n b a r of t h a g o v e r n i n g o o m n l t t e o h a a b e e n f o r c e d 

t o f l e e f o r h i s l l f e | m a n y f a m i l i e s h a v e l o a t l a n da and p o a e e a a l o n a . 

Ottxar e h u r e b e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y t f c o a e I n t h e p g r r own south* H o i n 

o r e a s o o n b r o l A c d oy coo oneoy* they a r e a a t w a r f r e e t o earry em I B 

t h o i r own way* n o r a r o thoy a l a p p e d ahut by a n g r y an ear/ a o t l o n , • a t h e r . 

t h e y a i t p r o e a r l o u a l y o n a a l i p p o r y p a t h , l i k e t h o s e o n t h l c h t h o i r 

p e o p l e walk i n t h e ml do t o f f l o o d e d r l e o f i e l d * . O e e a a i o n a l l y word 

e a e r g o e t h a t t h e g o i n g l a r o u g h — t h o r o a r e a l t e r n a t i n g donehda on t h o 

y o u t h t o a e r r e b o t h n a c l o n a l a n d r e b e l o a u a e a . e h o p e o p l e o r e p o o r 

b e y o n d d e s o r l p i o n . e v e r y w a y l a t h a w r o n g w a y t o t u r n , h u t t h o Ooape l 

i a a c l l l b e i n g p r e a o h e d j 

ha f o r e I l o f t A u e r i e a I b e l i e v e d t h a t a n y t h i n g a b o r t o f open 

. n t l o n o f eoaaaunian was w e e k n e a a . But t h o now* out o f f l a t Man 

woe eonfuo log and t h l a i n e luded new a about t h o r left i o n a 9 t o o * Old 

a r r i v i n g i n T i o t Ion a n d k n o o k i n g a b o u t f o r a t l n o 1 hod t o a d o i t t h a t 

e o a e t l a e e i t waa h a r d t o a o e where o p p o s i t i o n t o t h o r u l i n g p o r t / l e f t 

o f f o n d e y o p a t h y t o w a r d t h e i m — i i i l e t g u e r i l l a a b o s o n . S t i l l * Z h o u g h t , 

t h e a e p e o p l e a h o u l d d l a o o m t h l a p o i n t o f o l o a r a g e a n d * j u a t o a o t horr* 

i n A n e r i e a , t o b o C h r i s t l a n l a a u t o n a c i o a l l y co b o n l l l t a n t l y a n t l -

L s t # 

T h l a b o l l s f waa a t r o n g t h e n e i by w h a t Z h o o r d o f O i a o , a f o r w e n t 

t h o n o o n t a i n f o l k . Qhao won f i r s t a n d f o r s n o o t a 
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sat ing w i t n e s s f o r C h r i s t , b u t h e was o u t s p o k s n a g a i n s t communism. Ha 

t h a t t h i s g o d l s s s r e l i g i o n a n d C h r i s t i s n i t y wars a o r t a l e n e m i e s , 

t h a t thsrjr as o l d n e v e r o o a x i a t . 

l a f r o a t a l l y a a a a u l t a d tha p e r e u e a l v e t a l k t h a f i s t Ceng aero 

h i s p e o p l e , e n s n i g h t a f t e r p r e a c h i n g i a s h e hadi in snap e l e f h i s hesaa 

• l l l a g e he s t r e t c h e d cut en t h e f l e e r t e at c a p . at midnight a b o n d e f 

f l e t Otang t r e a p e d i n t o t h e o h u r e h and h u s t l e d Cheo o f f t e t h e Jaasglea. 

• m d i f f e r on how One* wee k i l l e d . One t h i n e i s c e r t s i n ? 

Tha s i t e o f h i s g r a v e . 

S u b c o n s c i o u s l y Z b e g a n ooaa>aring t h s e z p e r i e n c a e o f e v e r y o n e X 

B e t w i t h t h a t o f Cnao , and f o u n d m y s s l f w o n d e r i n g , " I f Chae d i e d f o r h i s 

s t a n d , why i s t h i s one o r t h a t o n e a l i v e ? • H e c k was b l a c k and w h i t e 

w h i t e . 

f 1 was even a c r e c o n v i n c e d when Z h e a r d o f a few who had dropped 

» t h e Gospe l , and I t f i t i n t o f o r e when Z heard o f SOBS wee 

s t i l l l e e a i t h e l o r d who had j o i n e d t h e r e b e l eauae f o r n a t i o n a l l e a but 

em d l e e o v a r l u g i t a e o s B s a a i s t e a d r e h a d o u l l e d o u t . T e e , t h e r e waa o n l y 

one way be d e a l w i t h t h e n — • m l i i t h a t k e p t V i e t If am i n turmoi l T 

Iha l r i sma l and auureh a l i k e h a d t e t h r o w e v e r y t h i n g Into a v i g o r o u s 

• a n t I " c r u s a d e , 

ae day on t h e e d g e o f t h e P l a i n o f R e e d o , whoee sweeps and 

l e d w a t e r w a y s h a v e a l w a y s b e e n a g u e r i l l a s t r o n g h o l d , I h e a r d 

e f A n y a e , and my t h i n k i n g was J o l t e d i n t o a new dimens ion . 

s e e , an was a promis ing young preacher and b e , map, 

b e t w e e n C h r i s t i a n i t y and soimesHsm. Bat ami I k e fJbae, h e 

me h o r n - l o o k i n g w i t h t h e e n e m y . 

Before They Ho waa a s s i g n e d t o p a s t o r t h e email country c h u r c h 



oreasure to steal 
eteadlly thev learned uni«T» S O ' * T*r»tstrr that n 0>rlR.'l.m's duty la 
to live honestly. Wttho r H word of p O l l t l c a * to toujdit hi* i w l " that 
they had to live nleaalnidy &a -oi or *o the eo~riuril s*-r. They ohose to 
live Ood*a way. 

No one llvln* by plunder cr>uld count any -wr* on h^lp from Ro'a 
_ eon-le. thla the rebelo vlal'ed hla houee E L P H T ."id escorted 
hl» Into the Pain of Read*. TJo or'' ever saw th!.- yun> nreacb** o'-ain, 
either — onlv h'tt rrav-. 

I th u fi\ in* bo faced, 
eonflrned It for we. Tho n » R R - » " ? n t 7 ebbrô l •' Doe i**o »ii nroof that 
rou r^ildn^t C O P T * . 

oner«tlnv brt»tnJ ancwy line* »i I **i*re wei "hay Ro# vh- s T 1 ook-n not 
a word of politic*, but who-je positive pres ̂ ' . :i • >f ' 1 0 v > ~ * day In and 
day out ha-* 4 r l e d on a sour^A ©f e^vnmis. au*tenonoe* Just as surely ss 
If he hod erusa Jed. 

Pus sled, I arnroaohed >uin van W . *WR* P T * M ' M I »f .».> -Var.Tnlloa 
Chureh, 

"In 
church ind ttfl ">«o 1 '"" * 

Hla ranlv was hr' «* • • 
"Our warfare I s relrlt * 
Men-* 1 r. no:' - , 

his natural reaervo wer* *»v-'erces of 
that for nary *»«w>pl * • © ~ 
political likes and AelffcOOs • •! 
free and co"ws»inla*. worlds hav« ? 

. 1 r. H — 



on t h e o u t c o m e o f b a t t l e t n ' / lot . ! ' * » . Aa h e e n l a r g e * on h l a p r i m a r y 

t h e a e I e o u l d s e e t h e n l o t u r e eculna- I n t o f o e u s , T . e d a r i n g o f (Jhao 

waa an admlrabla d i s p l a y o f f o r t h r i p h t n e s s , » h ' - r o i c e x c e p t i o n . Hit 

whore t h e •goopHoftml waa n o * salted tor* the n o a l M v i u g l l v C s a , ou t o f 

C h r i s t i a n f t t n d o n o n t a l s day by fray poqfuimd a brenc >t horota: , too, and 

o o u l d o a r r y j u * t an s * e « p a prine* 

I oarae VO n^r>~oclato t h e policy c ohlob Hi-nr i n ' h i s a a a o o i a t e a 

were c o n m l t t o d r bold *"h«> d tc 1 • ftrl wiry f«mc*' n , t h e 

F-r*f ~* -h- tr—r-' - - • " # 

Nlong 1 - r 
lnfcendsnts, "Aa i r t l r l r a t a l s , v n m i - 4 \.r> loyn"! eitlsOne# But f h e Church , 

o f wh leh wo a r o j u s t a rroofrrwT.hlo r a r t , belonga cho Son o f Tod*"* 

P e r years tha ?rofc*«*ar* i 

p r e a s u r e o f t h o : i e who would w o 

o c e u n a M o r . e r n y of Jsr»r art'' *-h<* 

Pronoh c o l on l a l i s - i n ' Mia I a l l 

Le vac T h a i , B&ang* I 

to s u p p o r t hi? ap-- ' ~•• .. 

Mlnh t h a t w h e r * v e r c a l l " i o n 6 . . 

ohuroh o r s o s&a n n u f « i H I a i 

a u e o o s a l o n of ajB*ei*piSnt« 

b u a l n e a a o f Torrpol proooBti ft* 

V i e t Sam t h a t has ncode-' no prls 

iron in v i r thazoo* t.i-.» 

as a p s l l t i o a ] t o o l , M r e t t h e 

1 flM Wtsor * ,*n!. ^*»eea t h u t o u a t o 

" Urn for • t1 • trleo' o n ! f a i l e d , 

'«--*r, 1 • ' rail o f no p o l i t l o a l 

t - t s h e 

SA^b^&^^^^BMga^aflAJIpacow*- t r a In e 

I Joi.14'*, o v u f . - a i i l l y e l c h o l l 

IO c "-her. *:*hrou££i a 

'Uwf b a o st. j t o I t a 

iie fe religious pro-Jos i n 

fjtftt Cor Ite s u r v i v a l . 

J. A Lea 

< me 

Tl A R O was <"*aadk* 

p o l i c y o f »be •> • rel "R 

aa l o y a l a e i t l?e>- . aa 



Gospel l e f t l t i 1 . s p r i n t t h e end o f t h e c h u r c h ' s " p o s i t i v e " approach 

c o u l d he che same e n c a s -'aay v o ' j , out b <ere was so;n«* i i n g more 

than martyrdom, e i t h e r r e a l o r p o ' - e n M a l j e v e n I n a l a n d o f Upheaval 

l i k e V i e t Hem more people a r e r equ i r ed t o l i v e through t ragedy t h a n d i a 

I n I t , My mind s h i f t e d from t h o s e Mho d i e d f o r t h e i r o a u e e t o t h o s e who 

were l i v i n g when one morning I v i s i t e d t h e A l l i a n c e l ep rosa r ium a t t h e 

end o f a bumpy r o a d 1 5 m i l e s o u t o f t h e -own o f b s a a a s t h u o t . 

k i d n a p p e d t h r e e A n e r i o a n ruls: 

• o u g h t o n l y t o do t h e i r | e b a — .1 

s p i r i t u a l i l l s o f h u n d r e d s of l e p j 

J u n g l e o n e n i g h t . At t h i s v r f t l a j 

R e p o r t s h a v # oonm t h a t che 

v a r i e s i n a ra i . - . 9 no - . , r e o h a d 

kging c u r e s f o r bo » p h y a i o a l and 

>• 8u»; t h e y were c a r r i e d I n t o t h e 

h e y a r e s t i l l p r i s o n e r * , 

ire* a r * l l v o . I c i s b o l i o v o d t h a t 

t h e i r s k i l l s a r e oelna* d i r e c t e d i n t o aaact b i n d i n g uo t h a wounds o f t h e i r 

e s o t o r e . Aa I i n s p e c t e d t h e horns* rrom whioh t h s y w e r e t a k e n , and 

r e c o n s t r u c t e d i n my mind t h a t a w f u l s o e n e when t h e y w e r e t o r n from l o v e d 

o n c e t o ba marched r u t h l e s s l y sway I n t o 6ms d%rtc o f Khe ^ o r e s t , I a«kad 

• x x m y s s l f , "what k i n d o f a C h r i s t i a n woul • I_ be I f I we r e o n e o f t h e 

t h r e e f o r c e d t o l i v e and uo\ . \t. • ^- r 0 i 4 9 « ' ^ a s m a a e a i 

X d o n ' t g know how X would nw»et »he I ssues , *n1 m » t t H e r d*> v m j 

few o f u s l i v e u n d e r t h e ^ r e s - a i r e i t h e C h r i s t i a n a In V i e t Ham d o . Can 

you s a y how y o u r f a i t h w o u l d fs~e If you wore q - i l l »* on t o d i e — w h e t h e r 

aa r e t r i b u t i o n t o m i l l t a n o e o r t o q u i e t , n o s l t l v e C h r i s t i a n l i v i n g — 

o r i f y o u r l o t was t o U v * t w i t i M i l a g e s a c k l n r s and r e f t a r e w a n d e r i n g s 

B e g a r d l s s s o f »*ie i n c i d e n t s I *±ilnk t h e r e t s l l t t f l . doubt t h a t w e , 

l i k e t h e C h r i s t i a n s t h e r e , w c i l d b e f n n o i w i t h t h « h n s l c I s s u e — f u l l 

commitment t o a • t n i r i t u a l w a r f i w , whe*-h*r we ww#» 9; e q i i i o o e d t o w i n *-hc 



f i e r c e s t r u g g l e M o l d dap en 

Ani how iwioh o f "Us o o w o r *\ 

w a l ' i e d d a l l y w i t h Rift, 

M i g h t b e o n t o wi i e s i t 

r t o 

I n e s o - t o 

1u fc l a n i - flit 
o u r s a i l i n - in \ — - 1 

t h s adverse** . * le 
Hod a l w a y s t o ta' " • o l e s ' in - ' i g ; 

Chrl • 

I knov we 

orv ' er t o I I r 

e • One o" ; . he« 

e" , «» . \ 'where i n 


