REPORT ON LAY EVANGELISH OF THE EVANGELICAL CHURCH OF VIET WAM

Mr, Chairman and distinguished delegates:

First, I want to thank the Lord for the honor of being allowed to explain the LAY
EVANGELISM progran of the Evangelical Church of Viet lan,

The post inportant organization for Lay Iivengelisn in Viet Nan deserving first
mention is the Witness Band.

The Evangeliecal Church of Viet Nau hus lad Jitnessing Bands alucst from its
inception, But beginning in 1938, with Lr, Jobhn Sung's visit to Viet Hau, new
strength and inpetus were given to the witnessing novenent in all of tiie churches.
Many Christians offered thenselves and the Vitnessing Band was well organized,
Today this work is organized on a country-wide basis with a National birector to
give overall supervision, and a District Director for each of the four chureh
districts. In each lecal church, a Local Jirector organizes and leads the Wit-
negsing Band, He calls on the Christians to join the Band and then divides it ine
to cells of two or more persons, TPeoples of every age group take part but tie
manrity are adult church neubers. The young people and children take the lesser
part, pesaibly fron natural shyness or lack of nmature understanding of the ine-
portance of Christian witness, Usually the Director arranges for a new member,

o young person or a child, to acevmpany an older witness to give hin the benefit
of experience, The Witnessing Band often goes out on Sunday afterncon hecauge it
is the only day of the week thut vany people are free of their daily wvork., In
nrder to give a systenatic witness, uany of the churches divide their area of
responsibility into zones, and beginning with the nearer ones, the Vitnessing
Band visit and give out tracts, working its way through the city and surrounding
villages, Or aoqetimes they asgign the witnessing cells a zome of responsibility,

The names of people interested in the Gospel are recorded and they are revisited
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as soon as possible, Sonetines on holidays or special fanily days a Christian
will invite the whole Rand t¢ operate in his neighborhood for one or nore days
according to the ceceasion, By this methud the church is recognized and a whole
village is influenced by the Gospel, Sune churches will send n letter to the
people they intend to visit, asking for an nppnintuént. This pfuctice rnakes

the naster of the house feel inportant and he will usually receive the Witnessing
Band eyupathetically, This seceus mnét effeotive in the cities where penﬁlo iiva
a busy life and have little time for infornal visiting.

A few churches aunng the Tribes peovles have a special way of their nwn
which I think is very joou, After the harvest there is a period of time when
there is very little farn wvork to be done, The church sends the Wiinessing BSand
to a distant village for a week or ten days., The entire expenses are'burne hy
the church or the neutbers of the Band to avoid putting a burden nn‘the host
village. This method has heen effective in reaéhing distant jun;le villages
with the Gospel. However, at the present tiné it bas Dbeen practically discon-
tinued hecause of the digruption of the wnr, .
| To help und encourage the spirit of witneaai;g in the church, nany of the
churches draw a graph of the activity of the Witnessing pand uenhers, They give
praise to the ehanpion witness of the nanth, the quarter, or the ;raQ. in a few
ehureﬁea the Witnessing Band has & special day each quurter. They invite a
special speaker to cone For the day. ﬁeport.of the activities of the /itnessing
Band are given, offerings are taken for tie work, uew-uenhers are invited to
join the Band and a nngnzipe describing the progran of the Witnessing 3and is
published and distributed free to the Christians, Consequently, in these churches

the interest in witnessing lias risen to a high level,
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Today the Evangelical Church of Viet Nan has ncre than 359 churches, _Aé&nrd—
iﬁg to the rejort of the poast several year&Iahnut 4O to 45 };rcent auf the cﬁurchea
have a eontinually aective Vitnessing Band. OUn an hverage of the jpast few years
there are 2,100 Witnessing Hand nenbers who have witnéssed to 251,000 people and
p;ayéd with 5,300 who indicated a‘deaire to believe on the Lord., e figures are
yet available for 1965, hut in 1964 there were alnost 5,400 professed conversions.
It is not true that the other 55 percent of the churches have no witneasing Bands,
but in nany cases they uée not organized on & regular hasis, Soue do ;ot have
menbers enough to organize and in some areas the war nakes organized witnessing
impossible., The situation should be séudied by the church to find‘waya to in-
crease partiecipation in this ninistry, II

Although tﬁe young people participate in the Witnessing Band of the éhuroh,
nany of the youth groups organize their own Uitne;sing Band and plan their cwn.
program, They organize occasional area-wide ;uuth veetings, The progrnu'inoludes
a preaching service, plenty of singing and:testinanies, and an outing fﬁr.fup- and
for w;tneasing in the area., The neetings not only hild-up the spiritual lifelgf
the young people but thef also have the inpnrtunt eriphasis on evangelisu, =

A gogdly nunber of the yovuth of the church have responded_to an npéeul by
the Child Evangelisn work and have orgnnize& Bible classes for unchﬁrched
cfildren. Ordinarily the ;lass is conducted on Sunday afternoon in the cgurqh,
the houme of a Christian or any vlace where‘there are many children, Tﬁough no
great results have heen rgcnrded, the seed of the Gospel of ;nlvntinn has bgen
sown in the hearts qf vany inpresgionable children, and Yhis should be enpour#ged

as another important nethod of evangelisn.

For the past few years the Christian university students have organized into
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an BEvangelical Students' ¥Fellowship, Their purpeose is to build up each others?
faith and to spread the Gosnel anong the students and the better educated people,
Besides their regular activities, snuétines they arranpge special neetings with a
speaker and period for discussion with the presence of non-Christian students,
They have puhliéhed a nunber of booklets to explain the Gospel and have their

own nagazine, Their uciivitiea have gotten a good response anong students of
Viet Hau. I nyself bave heard sone very good counents.

To talk about Lay Bvangelisn without nentioning the personal witness of the
individual Christian would Le inconplete, Over the past 35 years since the
Gospel first came to Viet Man, scores of churches have been started through the
faithful testimony of individuals or snall groups of Christians, -During the
early yeﬁrs the church of Hoi-An city was started by an 0ld Confucius scholar
who had been converted in Da-liang. South of Saigon a group of farners came to
the city of Mytho £u hear the Gospel, believed on the Lord and returned hone to
found the An-Hoa churech, Aabout ten years ago a widow by the naue of Tran~Thi-Hua
was used by the Lord to hegin the chureh of Thang-Binh. Today they have over 500
members, The Christians of this church teok the Gospel to Binh-ijue and now

there are over 400 Christian® there, About the same time some fishermen from the

isiand of Phu-yuy cane to han-~Thiet to buy supplies, They heard the Gospel and

believed, Returning to their island, they remained faithful and brought several

others to the Lord, A representative of another religion tried to lure then

away from their faith but they were anazed ot the deternination of these Christian

fishernen, Very recently, because of the war several Christian fanilies from
Binh=Dinh province were brought with other refugees to An-Khe, They witnessed to

their new neighbors and 50 families nade decisions to follow the Lord. This year
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the Church District Counittee plans to send a student preacher to start a new
church.

Anong the Tribespeople uany similar ezauples could be cited.

The results noticed here prove the value of the personal witness of
Christians. If the Church could mobilize the witnessing siirit of every one of
its members, the result would be far greater. The fast expansion of the Church
during the first century was recorded to be the consequence of the individual
witness of its members as well.

Truong-Van-Saug, Pastor
Evungelical Church of Viet Nam
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