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Mr, Chairman and d i s t i n g u i s h e d d e l e g a t e s : 

F i r s t , I want t o thank t h e Lord f o r t h e nnnnr of being; n i l owed t o e x p l a i n t h e LAY 

EVANGELISM program of t h e E v a n g e l i c a l Cliurch of V i e t Warn. 

The n o s t i m p o r t a n t o r g a n i s a t i o n f o r Lay E v a n g e l i s m i n V i e t Nau d e s e r v i n g f i r s t 

m e n t i o n i s t h e Wi tnes s Band. 

Tbe E v a n g e l i c u l Church of V i e t Nan has had W i t n e s s i n g Bands u l u o s t i r o n i t s 

i n c e p t i o n . But b e g i n n i n g i n 1 9 3 S , w i t h j r . John S u n g ' a v i s i t t o V i e t Nam, new 

s t r e n g t h and i u p e t u s were ^ i v e n t o t h e w i t n e s s i n g movement i n a l l of t h o c h u r c h e s . 

I,iany C h r i s t i a n s o f f e r e d t h e m s e l v e s and t h e W i t n e s s i n g Band was w e l l o r g a n i z e d . 

Todoy t h i s work i s o r g a n i z e d on a country—wide b a s i s w i t h a N a t i o n a l d i r e c t o r t o 

g i v e o v e r a l l s u j ' e r v i s i o n , and a D i s t r i c t D i r e c t o r f o r e a c h o f t h e f o u r c h u r c h 

d i s t r i c t s . In each l o c a l c h u r c h , a L o c a l D i r e c t o r o r g a n i z e s and l e a d s t h e W i t ­

n e s s i n g Band. He c a l l s on t h e C h r i s t i a n s t o j o i n t h e Band and t h e n d i v i d e s i t i n » 

t o c e l l s of two or n o r e p e r s o n s . P e o p l e s of e v e r y age g r o u p t a k e p a r t b u t t.'ie 

m a j o r i t y a r e a d u l t church u e u b e r s . The young p e o p l e and c h i l d r e n t a k e the l e s s e r 

p a r t , p o s s i b l y from n a t u r a l s h y n e s s or l a c k o f n a t u r e unders tanc i iu j j of the i u -

p o r t a n c e of C h r i s t i a n w i t n e s s . U s u a l l y t h e D i r e c t o r a r r a n g e s f o r a new member, 

a young p e r s o n or a c h i l d , t o accompany an o l d e r w i t n e s s t o g i v e b i n t h e b e n e f i t 

o f e x p e r i e n c e . The W i t n e s s i n g Band o f t e n g o e s c u t on Sunday a f t e r n o o n b e c a u s e i t 

i s t h e o n l y day of the week t h a t many p e o p l e a r e f r e e of t h e i r d a i l y v o r k . In 

o r d e r t o g i v e a s y s t e m a t i c w i t n e s s , many of t h e c h u r c h e s d i v i d e t h e i r a r e a of 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i n t o z o n e s , and b e g i n n i n g w i t h t h e n e a r e r o n e s , t h e W i t n e s s i n g 

Band v i s i t and g i v e o u t t r a c t s , w o r k i n g i t s way t h r o u g h t h e c i t y and s u r r o u n d i n g 

v i l l a g e s . Or s o m e t i n e s t h e y a s s i g n t h e w i t n e s s i n g c e l l s a zone of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . 

The names of p e o p l e i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e G o s p e l a r e r e c o r d e d and t h e y a r e r e v i s i t e d 



a s s o o n a s p o s s i b l e . S o r i e t i u e s on h o l i d a y s ir s p e c i a l f a u i l y d a y s n C h r i s t i a n 

w i l l i n v i t e t b e whole Baud to o p e r a t e i n i i ia n e i g h b o r h o o d f o r o n e or M o r e d a y s 

a c c o r d i n g t o the o c c a s i o n . By t h i s be tit ad t h e c h . i r c l ; i s r e c o g n i z e d aud a whole 

v i l l a g e i s i n f l u e n c e d by t h e G o s p e l . Stifle c h u r c h e s w i l l s e n d n l e t t e r t o t h e 

p e o p l e t h e y i n t e n d t o v i s i t , a s k i n g f o r an n p p n i n t u e n t . T h i s p r a c t i c e n u k e s 

the Master of t h e house f e e l i n p o r t a n t and he w i l l u s u a l l y r e c e i v e the W i t n e s s i n g 

Band s y a p a t b e t i c a l l y . T h i s s e e u s n'>st e f f e c t i v e i n t i ie c i t i e u w h e r e p e o p l e l i v e 

a busy l i f e and h a v e l i t t l e t i n e f o r i n f o r u u l v i s i t i n g * 

A few c h u r c h e s au'<ng t h e T r i b e s p e o p l e s h a v e a s p e c i a l wuy o f t h e i r own 

which I t h i n k i s v e r y g o o d , A f t e r t h e h a r v e s t t h e r e i s a p e r i o d o f t i n e when 

t h e r e i s v e r y l i t t l e f u r n work t o be done* The c h u r c h s e n d s the W i t n e s s i n g Hand 

t o a d i s t a n t v i l l a g e f o r u week or t e n d a y s * The e n t i r e e x p e n s e s a r e borne >y 

t h e c h u r c h or t h e u e u b e r s of t h e Band t o a v o i d p u t t i n g a burden on t h e h o s t 

v i l l a g e . T h i s Method has b e e n e f f e c t i v e i n r e a c h i n g d i s t a n t j u n g l e v i l l a g e s 

w i t h t h e G o s p e l . H o w e v e r , a t t h e p r e s e n t t i n e i t has b e e n p r a c t i c a l l y d i s c o n ­

t i n u e d b e c a u s e o f the d i s r u p t i o n o f t h e w a r . 

To h e l p und e n c o u r u g e t h e s p i r i t of w i t n e s s i n g i n t h e c h u r c h , nuny o f t h e 

c h u r c h e s draw a graph of t h e a c t i v i t y o f the W i t n e s s i n g Band u e u b e r s . They g i v e 

p r a i s e t o t h e e h a u p i o n w i t n e s s o f t h e M o n t h , the q u a r t e r , o r t h e y p a r . In a few 

c h u r c h e s t h e W i t n e s s i n g Band h a s a s p e c i a l day e a c h q u a r t e r . They i n v i t e a 

s p e c i a l s p e a k e r t o cone f o r the d a y . R e p o r t o f the a c t i v i t i e s o f the W i t n e s s i n g 

Band a r e g i v e n , o f f e r i n g s a r e t a k e n f o r t h e work , new u e u b e r s a r e i n v i t e d t o 

j o i n t h e Band and a Magazine d e s c r i b i n g t h e p r o g r a u o f t h e W i t n e s s i n g Juud i s 

p u b l i s h e d and d i s t r i b u t e d , f r e e t o t h e C h r i s t i a n s . C o n s e q u e n t l y , i n t h e s e c h u r c h e s 

t h e i n t e r e s t i n w i t n e s s i n g has r i s e n t e a h i g h l e v e l . 
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Today t h e E v a n g e l i c a l Church of V i e t Nnu has b o r e t h a n 350 c h u r c l i e a . A c c o r d ­

i n g t o the r c , ->rt o f t h e p o s t s e v e r a l y e a r s a b o u t 40 t o 45 p e r c e n t <'f t h e c h u r c h e s 

have a c o n t i n u a l l y a c t i v e Y / i t n e s s i n g Banu. On an a v e r a g e o f t h e p a s t f ew y e a r s 

t h e r e a r e 2 , 1 0 0 W i t n e s s i n g Hand u e u b e r s who have w i t n e s s e d t o 2 5 1 , 0 0 0 p e o p l e and 

prayed w i t h 3 , 3 0 0 who i n d i c a t e d a d e s i r e t o b e l i e v e on t h e L o r o . No f i g u r e s are 

y e t a v a i l a b l e f o r 1 9 6 5 , b u t i n 1964 t h e r e were a l m o s t 5 , 4 0 0 p r o f e s s e d c o n v e r s i o n s . 

I t i s n o t t r u e t h a t t h e o t h e r 55 p e r c e n t of t h e c h u r c h e s have no W i t n e s s i n g B a n d s , 

but i n many c a s e s t h e y are n o t o r g a n i z e d i n r. r e g u l a r b a s i s . Soue do n o t have 

members enough t o o r g a n i z e and i n some a r e a s the war u a k e s o r g a n i z e d w i t n e s s i n g 

i m p o s s i b l e . The s i t u a t i o n s h o u l d be s t u d i e d b y t h e c h u r c h t o f i n d ways t o i n ­

c r e a s e p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t h i s m i n i s t r y . 

A l t h o u g h t h e young p e o p l e p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e W i t n e s s i n g Band of t h e c h u r c h , 

many of the y o u t h g r o u p s o r g a n i z e t h e i r own W i t n e s s i n g Band and p l a n t h e i r own 

program. They o r g a n i z e o c c a s i o n a l a r e a - w i d e y o u t h u e e t i n g s . The program i n c l u d e s 

a p r e a c h i n g s e r v i c e , p l e n t y of s i u g i n g and t e s t i m o n i e s , and an o u t i n g f o r fun and 

f o r w i t n e s s i n g i n t h e a r e a . The u e e t i n g s n o t o n l y Inild up t h e s p i r i t u a l l i f e o f 

t h e young p e o p l e but t h e y a l s o have t h e i n p o r t u n t e m p h a s i s on e v a n g e l i s u . 

A g o o d l y number o f the y o u t h of t h e c h u r c h have r e s p o n d e d t o an a p p e a l by 

the C h i l d E v a n g e l i s u work and have o r g a n i z e d B i b l e c l a s s e s f o r u n c h u r c h e d 

c h i l d r e n . O r d i n a r i l y t h e c l a s s i s c o n d u c t e d on Sunday a f t e r n o o n i n the c h u r c h , 

the home of a C h r i s t i a n or uny p l a c e where t h e r e are uony c h i l d r e n . Though no 

g r e a t r e s u l t s have b e e n r e c o r d e d , t h e s e e d of the G o s p e l of s a l v a t i o n h a s b e e n 

sown i n t h e h e a r t s of uany i u p r e s s i o n a b l e c h i l d r e n , and t h i s s h o u l d be e n c o u r a g e d 

a s a n o t h e r i m p o r t a n t u e t h o d of e v a n g e l i s u . 

For t h e p a s t f ew y e a r s t h e C h r i s t i a n u n i v e r s i t y s t u d e n t s have o r g a n i z e d i n t o 



an E v a n g e l i c u l S t u d e n t s ' F e l l o w s h i p . T h e i r p u r p o s e i s t o b u i l d up e a c h o t h e r s ' 

f a i t h and t o s p r e a d t h e G o s p e l auong the s t u d e n t s and t h e b e t t e r e d u c a t e d p e o p l e . 

B e s i d e s t h e i r r e g u l a r a c t i v i t i e s , s o u e t i u e s t h e y a r r a n g e s p e c i u l m e e t i n g s w i t h a 

s p e a k e r and p e r i o d f o r d i s c u s s i o n w i t h t h e p r e s e n c e of n o n - C h r i s t i a n s t u d e n t s . 

Tliey have p u b l i s h e d a nunber of b o o k l e t s t o e x p l a i n t h e G o s p e l and have t h e i r 

own u u g a z i n e . T h e i r a c t i v i t i e s have g o t t e n a good r e s p o n s e auong s t u d e n t s o f 

V i e t Nan. I u y s e l f hove heard s o u e v e r y good comments . 

To t a l k a b o u t Lay E v a n g e l i s m w i t h o u t m e n t i o n i n g t h e p e r s o n a l w i t n e s s of t h e 

i n d i v i d u a l C h r i s t i a n would be i n c o m p l e t e . Over the p a s t 35 y e a r s s i n c e t h e 

G o s p e l f i r s t cane t o V i e t Nan, s c o r e s of c h u r c h e s have b e e n s t a r t e d t h r o u g h t h e 

f a i t h f u l t e s t i n o n y of i n d i v i d u a l s or s m a l l g r o u p s o f C h r i s t i a n s . D u r i n g t h e 

e a r l y y e a r s t h e church of I lo i -An c i t y was s t a r t e d by an o ld C o n f u c i u s s c h o l a r 

who had b e e n c o n v e r t e d i n Da-Nang . S o u t h of S a i g o n a g r o u p of f a r n e r s cane t o 

t b e c i t y of Mytho t o h e a r t h e G o s p e l , b e l i e v e d on the Lord and r e t u r n e d ' houe t o 

found t h e An-Hoa c h u r c h . About t e n y e a r s a g o a widow by t h e naue o f Tran-TI i i - f lua 

was used by t h e Lord t o begin t h e church o f T h a n g - B i n h . Today t h e y have o v e r 500 

n e n b e r s . The C h r i s t i a n s o f t h i s church t o o k t h e G o s p e l t o Binh-'Jue and now 

t h e r e a r e o v e r *»00 C h r i s t i a n s t h e r e . About t h e oaue t i u e s o n e f i s h e r m e n from the 

i s l a n d o f I'hu-.juy c a n e t o I ' h a n - T h i e t to buy s u p p l i e s . They heard t h e G o s p e l and 

b e l i e v e d . R e t u r n i n g t o t h e i r i s l a n d , t h e y r e u a i n e d f a i t h f u l and b r o u g h t s e v e r a l 

o t h e r s t o t h e Lord , A r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of a n o t h e r r e l i g i o n t r i e d t o l u r e t h e n 

away f r o n t h e i r f a i t h but t h e y were amazed a t t h e d e t e r m i n a t i o n of t h e s e C h r i s t i a n 

f i s h e r n e n . Very r e c e n t l y , b e c a u s e o f the war s e v e r a l C h r i s t i u n f a r i i l i e s f r o n 

B i n h - D i n h p r o v i n c e were b r o u g h t w i t h o t h e r r e f u g e e s t o An-Khe. They w i t n e s s e d t o 

t h e i r new n e i g h b o r s and 50 f a m i l i e s tiade de c i s i o u s t o f o l l o w t h e L o r d . T h i s y e a r 
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t h e Church D i s t r i c t C o u n i t t e e p l a n s t o send a s t u d e n t p r e a c h e r t o s t a r t a new 

c h u r c h . 

Anong the T r i b e s p e o p l e uany s i m i l a r e z a u p l e s c o u l d be c i t e d . 

The r e s u l t s n o t i c e d h e r e prove the v a l u e of t h e p e r s o n a l w i t n e s s of 

C h r i s t i a n s . I f t h e Church c o u l d m o b i l i z e t h e w i t n e s s i n g s i i r i t of e v e r y one o f 

i t s members , t h e r e s u l t would be f a r g r e a t e r . The f a s t e x p a n s i o n o f t h e Church 

d u r i n g the f i r s t c e n t u r y was r e c o r d e d t o be t h e c o n s e q u e n c e of t h e i n d i v i d u a l 

w i t n e s s of i t s members a s w e l l . 

T r u o n g - V a n - S a u g , P a s t o r 
E v u n g e l i c a l Church of V i e t Nam 

s t / a 


