
Transcript of my notes on interview with Earl Martin and Paul Longacre 

Friday^ September l$75i .i" fir.', Nathan Balley'js office^ 
(Present in addition to the above named were Louis L. King, William "tf. 

Kerr, Eugene Evans and I.) 

In Quang Ngai, the "change-over" occurred March 25. -arl Martin left 

April 9. The change-over was without bloodshed in the city, but there 

was much blood spilled north of the city—mostly ARYN troops caught in 

mortar fire. Maybe 3-u00 were killed. 

In the city the immediate sense was one of relief. All weapons were 

confiscated and the AH.VN were registered. 

On March 23 Pastor Ngap (sp?) was present- at the Tin Lanh. Atten

dance was down from normal. Pastor Ngap left Monday (the next day) for 

Danang. Earl met him later in Saigon. 

He attended the church again on April 6. A student pastor ("very 

dynamic") led and preached. He spoke about the need not to run 

in order to find peace. Ee used the two pictures of "peace"—one a 

quiet pastoral scene, the other a raging storm with a bird in a shel

tered nest—and also illustrated his point by the daughter on a storm-

tossed ship who wad confident in her daddy's ability to pilot the craft 

("He's still at the helm"). Again, the attendance was below normal. 

Re heard later that the services were continuing. Some attenders 

were refugees from other places, but most refugees went back home with

in three or four days. 

To come back to the take-over, they heard three shots at 2 : 0 0 A.M. 

(the ARVN had retreated at 8 : 0 0 P.M. the night before). They went 

outside, where a number of people were gathered about two cadre, who 
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announced that everyone was free* They could go anywhere, but they 

ware to take no weapons. Finally Earl was spotted by the two, along 

with hie Japanese MCC friend. Neighbors said that the two were "hahm 

*a'ale"—okay. 

In the morning, thay were paid a visit by the PRG police, who were 

friendly and polite. Later on his way into town he was beckoned by 

the nev first Secretary for Quang Ngai Province. "We want you to go 

about your work." Later this man issued them travel papers, good 

throughout the Province—Just in case they might be stopped. 

These new government people (PRG) were_all local people. 

Later (I judge after about two weeks) it was "suggested" that they 

move on to Saigon "for our personal security*1—the order came from 

fairly high up. They were offered the options of sea or land travel. 

Though the PRG recommended sea, Earl opted for land, to which the PRO 

did not object. 

The first leg was to be to Qui Nhon, They started by jeep, but they 

had to find their own way when a downed bridge stopped the Jeep. They 

had expected to continue on the next day southward (April 10), but they 

were in Qui Nhon two weeks. They stayed in a comfortable house and 

were well fed* 

Qui Nhon seemed to be very settled. Their house was near a bus de

pot. Buses and trucks came in and out regularly. People were buying 

and selling. "We were not allowed to go through the city"—but he did 

pass through the eity on the way out. 

At Nhatrang they stopped first at the clinic grounds and spent the 

night there. The clinic had been looted by a number of elements, Nha

trang seemed to be one of the most looted and pillaged towns. Not only 
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ARVN troops on the rampage, but released political prisoners and kids 

with guns all were reported Involved In the looting. 

The Bible school dorms were looted, but the/ did not get to the li

brary or the rest of the buildings, so the Bible school was essentially 

intact. They saw Hev. Wian (head or Bible school) the next morning. 

It seems to have been his quick action in appealing for PRG guards that 

spared the rest of the school compound from looters. When Earl was 

there, Qommunist cadre were trying to get the clinic operating again. 

Mr. Vien seemed to be working easily with the cadre by that time 

(that was April Z$, and Nhatrang was taken about April 5). "Ha seemed 

to have been less shaken by the take-over than some of the others." 

In the orphanage, many of the children were still there* "Apparently 

the orphanage was going fine." 

Earl was In Nhatrang two nights* 

He was in Phan Rang one night. The town was intact. "That gener

alization can be made about all the towns we went through." 

In Bien Twu (sp?) the cadre were laissej-faire—anything they wanted 

to do was okay. That was April 2 9 . The next day we heard via Austra

lian radio that Saigon had fallen. So they headed into Saigon, getting 

there May 1, having been on the road three weeks* 

Saigon was mining—lots of people moving about. A huge traffic Jam 

on the Bien Wak (sp?) bridge* They want direct to the Mennonite home. 

K u Ettinger and he went to visit Doaq-van-Mleng about a week after 

the take-over. He was not home, but he later paid then a visit. In 

all, they met him three or four times—the last about July 1. 

At the first meeting he expressed concern about his three sons who 

had gone out. Mieng thought 30-32 pastors had left. Earl met some 
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who had hoped to leave. Some were getting new assignments. 

He spoke of a letter from three District Superintendents. The letter 

stated that it was rumored that Tin Lanh's attitude was to flee, but 

they wanted it known that Tin Lanh was staying to minister. 

Earl was in Saigon while the National Church Conference was in ses

sion. Mieng told Earl that it was a regular conference, and that no

thing unusual took place. Later he admitted that there was considerable 

debate about those who attempted to leave but couldn't. The outcome: 

those who had tried to leave had to tell the conference why they were 

intending to leave. The body then accepted their explanation (usually 

they said it was to minister to the refugees going out) and accepted 

then back. Those who had left were removed .from office. Mr. Mieng 

continues to be the church leader. 

Within the first week, the church received a letter, later widely 

circulated, from the church in the North. The lettar talked much about 

reunification of the North and South. The reaction in the South was 

one of relief or assurance. They seemed glad to know there was a 

church in the North. They wanted to draft a reply. (Earl had a trans

lation into English of the letter; I made seven Xerox copies, which I 

gave to Dr. Bailey—except for the one I kept.) 

As to tiie International Protestant Church, they removed the "Inter

national ." Earl was told It was now a Vietnamese National Church. A 

former chaplain was the new pastor, but he was away on "education** be* 

cause he had been in the Army. 

The main Saigon church was functioning. 

There were some troops and French people in the World Vision prop

erty (which was French property on a lend-lease arrangement). 
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To the question, "Can you go back?" Earl said that the feeling they 

got was that permanent representation of the MCC in Saigon would not be 

necessary. A visit, yes, but not to stay. He said two or three(of 

their personnel?) are'still there. They are unrestricted within the 

city of Saigon, but their ministry is very limited. 

H. ROBERT COWLES 


