
Out into the FJighways and Hedges" of Annam. 
* . I WaUAfl C. CADMAN , Tourane, Annam. 

Although not wiihing to subscribe to the saying of Pliny 
that "Man's nature; is greedy of novelty," yet, after several 
months of language study, the writer longed for a change 
of occupation, and for that reason decided tp have 
a holiday. And what more profitable holiday could there 
be to a missionary language student than that of going "out 
into the highways and hedges," scattering the life-giving 
seed with full assurance in Him who has said, "My word 
shall not rcturn unto me void." Therefore it came about 
that the Annamese cncyclopiedia, thc native teacher, was 
left behind; the little pictures known as characters were 
relegated to the background, and the sometime doleful sing-
ing of the tones were forgotten for the time being. So, 
leaving Tourane carly one morning, we traveled over a 
good road winding through twenty miles of picturesque 
scenery and leading to Fai-Foo, a small city situated on 
the banks of a boat-thronged river, where our mission has 
a Gospel Hall. Here we stayed overnight. 

Soon after breakfast the next morning, the colporteur, 
Mr. Phuoc, and 
I started out to 
visit some of 
the stores along 
the main busi
ness s t r e e t s 
and also some 
of the hamlets 
i n t h e s u r-
roundin^ coun
try. 

As many of 
the storekeep-
ers were Chi-
nese, they were 
d e l i g h t e d to 
hear a foreign-
er speak to 
them in their 
mother tongue, 
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quickly, a lively conversation would be in full swing. Natu-
rally, in many cases, the greatest interest was not in the 
gospel message but in the trouble betvveen China and Japan. 
"Would Japan declare war if her demands were not grant-
ed?" and "Would America then help China?" were the 
questions commonìy asked. Yet this curiosity served its 
purpose as an introduction to the gospel of Him to whom 
"the nations are as a drop in the bucket." Ycs, even in this 
secluded nook of the wide, wide world, the people of all 
classes are wondering what the outcome of the present 
world conditions will be. Now is the time for real, aggres-
sive soul-winning work among the heathen. Are you pray-
mg and are you giving? Of necessity, owing to the small 
number of witnesses, the governmental restrictions, and 
the scattcred population, evangelistic work in Annam will 
largely be done by colporteurs with the printed page. In 
all, five Biblcs, two New Testaments, and over two hun-
dred and fifty Scripture portions were sold in the stores 
of Fai-Foo, and invitations given to the meetings in the 
Gospel Hall. 

Going down to the riverside we got into a sampan, and, 
while crossine the river, succeeded in selling a few Scrip

ture portions to our fellow-passengers,—the two boatmen 
also accepting some in lieu of moncy. Very soon we were 
a m o n g the small garden-encircled houses, built with bam-
boo poles and matting, and having neatly thatched roofs 
and hardened mud fioors. Having spent a few years in 
missionary work in China, I have been much impressed 
with the great difference in the conditions in Annam. Un-
like China, there are very few large centers of population 
here, but almost innumerable and widely scattered, small 
clusters of huts often hidden away in the midst of dense 
foliage and marshy lands. T h u s the Annamese will be 
harder to reach and the work will have to take more the 
character of colportage than that of street chapel preach-
ing. But colporteurs will want Christian literature. This 
is one of our pressing needs for the evangelization of An
nam. 

The typical Annamese homes of the hamlet I was now 
visiting afforded me a striking lesson on simplicity, which 
has been well defined as the "elimination of the non-essen-
tial." Because of their extreme poverty the majority of the 
Annamese, of necessity, have very few personal effects. 
Their clothes usually consist of wha t they have on, asleep 
and awake, and their furniture consists of some bed-boards, 

a table, and a 
f e w benches. 
In f a e t the 
most lynx-eyed 
customs' offi
cial would pass 
the possessions 
of an e n ti r í 
Annamese fam
ily w i t h o u l 
question, anc 
the a v e r a g i 
•steerage immi 
g r a n t woulc 
appear rich b] 
c o m p a r i s o n 
Does'their pov 
e r t y distres: 
them? Appar 
ently not, fo 
they seem a 

happy as the day i s long. I t is their common lot, and, after 
all, "The poor are only they who feel poor, and poverty 
consists in feeling poor." 

We were soon surrounded by the people belonging to 
the hamlet. They were surely a motley throng and worthy 
of a snapshot if a camera had been handy! W e displayed 
our Scripture portions to their vicw, and there was at once 
a scramble to look at the books at closer range. Trust ing 
in their honesty we allowed them to handle the books. 
What appeared to at tract them most of all was not the con-
tents bu t the variegated colors of the different covers. Un-
fortunately very few understood characters and more es-
pecially the Chinese Wenli. One good dame I noticed 
gingerly holdihg the book in her hand upside down, ap-
parently deeply absorbed in the "Doctr ine"! Deeming it 
"folly to be wise," I took no notice of her ignorance but 
tried to explain to her what the book was about. In this 
I was considerably helped by one or two of the more ĩn-
telligent bystanders who caught my meaning and passed 
it along in their own familiar, every-day vocabulary, which 


