


FEAR NOT, I WILL PILOT THEE 



BY DON FURNISS 

T w o weeks oboord Ihe Miss ion Launch, "Good 

N e w s , " plying the inland waterways o f Takeo pro

vince leaves many thoughts for reminiscence: doys 

of preparat ion, climaxed by the last minute rush o f 

forget t ing th ings; Bible School s tudenls spontane

ously s inging, "Jesus Saviour Pilot Me" just before 

the ropes were cost o f f ; Ihe constant churning and 

throbbing o f the propeller as it bit the water and 

thrust us fo rward ; dismay and consternation as we 

real ized our forward motion had stopped because 

the propel ler was at the bottom of a marshy, reed 

fi l led swamp; fo rming a sail f rom an old tarpaul in 

and hoist ing i t on o bamboo pole to " s a i l " Into the 

town o f Takeo; the lul l ing rol l and slapping sound 

of the waves against the steel hull when the boot 

was tied and anchored; constant inquiry as to the 

places o f deepest water, only at t imes to f ind lhat 

the wrong direction had been given and the mucky 

bottom held the hull fast; hands, slim and knarled, 

youthfu l and aged, reaching for the Gospel por t ions 
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telling them o f the one about whom it is wr i t ten , 

Fear not, J_will pilot thee." 

Designed and constructed by Rev. C. E. Thompson, 

the "Good N e w s " is bui l t for convenience rofher 

than speed. Upon arrival at a dest inat ion, all the 

needs of l iving are contained wi th in the boat i tsel f . 

T h i s is a great advantage and re l ie f f rom the press 

of the crowd. Safety Is also another factor that was 

taken into consideration dur ing planning and con

struction o f the boat. The superstructure is formed o f 

steel channel beam and the hul l i tself of steel plate, 

thus making a collision with a half submerged yet 

f loating log or tree trunk o f little consequence. These 

conveniences and safety factors added to our ease 

as we departed with the promise, "Fear not, I will 

pilot thee." 

T o arrive In Takeo province by water it is neces

sary to travel the Bassak River to an island about 70 

kilometers south o f Phnom Penh. T h e n , by a series 

of streams and canals, Takeo's waterways become 

accessible. It was in a town south o f Takeo city, on 

one of these waterways, that we received the most 

rewarding experience of the t r ip . W e pulled into 

Kompong Yol |ust a l i t t le before sunset on a Sunday 

evening. That af ternoon, through a mistake in iden

t i ty , we had been shot of by some "civil ian police" 

and were escorted to the moin police barracks at 

Kompong Yol . As the chief of the post heard the 
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story,he become very apologetic, even to the point o f 

o f fer ing us his house to sleep in , his food to eat and 

his f resh water to drink. T h i s was the opening we 

needed. The next morning as the sun came up we 

were in the market place sell ing books and witness

ing . Returning to the boat we were stopped by a 

young lady who asked i f we were some o f the "Jesus 

group." Upon quest ioning her we found that she was 

a Chr is t ian . H e r husband,a non-believer, is stationed 

at the army post there and she had not been able 

to see or have fel lowship wi th other Chr ist ians f o r 

many, many months. Her joy at seeing us was ex

pressed by the radiance o f her countenance which 

l i teral ly beamed. Has she been true to the Lord all a-

lone in th is miserable si tuat ion? At her insistence 

and ar rang ing , we hod an open air meeting just 

outside the army barracks. Here many of her f r iends , 

of f icers , enlisted men and their famil ies heard the 

Gospel in song and word. Since we have come home 

I have learned th is . Several months ago when the 

Vietnamese threatened to enter Cambodia, the sol

d iers were ordered to the border for defense. As 

they were leaving, thei r wives ran to the room o f th is 

women, pleading wi th her to pray for the safety of 

their loved ones who were on their way to the f ron t . 

These two instances give able answer to that ques-

tlonl She too is real iz ing the meaning of "Fear not, 

I wil l pi lot thee." 
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To challenge our hearts to prayer were the words 

o f a village chief o f Phnom Ankor Bora i . T h i s is land, 

according to Cambodian history , is the bir th place 

of 1he nation. T h u s it i s steeped in Buddhist philoso

phy and sentiment. Our t r ip there was one out o f 

curiosity for we had been told many stor ies as to the 

number of people l iving there, and had been forbid

den by the police to hold a service. W h i l e we were 

anchored o f f shore and eating our noon meal, the 

vil lage chief and his wi fe passed near by, returning 

In their dugout canoe from the main land market 

As he paddled close to our boat, he greeted us In 

the normal fashion and began to tell us o f his many 

duties and hardships. H is answer to us , as we press

ed home the claims of the Gospel , was from the 

'Stateside stock pile,' "I have too much to do now, 

but in a little while I'll have more time for rel igion." 

He did, however, promise th is , " I ' l l take the gospel 

port ions, read them, and i f they ore all thot you say 

they are, when you can come to our vi l lage, I wil l 

consider believing." The leading of the Lord caused 

this man to cross our path. An evident example of 

"Fear not, I wil l pilot thee." 

CAMBODIAN THINKING 

W h e n you are very sick, vow to give on elephorif; 

buf when the sickness has eased up, offer chicken 

eggs insfead. 
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DO y o u KNOW 
—thot Rev. J. E. Doty and bis fomily w i l l be 

arr iv ing in January from fur lough. A hearty 

welcome back! 

— that one new couple, the N. B. A. Ens , have 

been appointed to Cambodia f o r i 9 6 0 , and 

possibly another couple from Fronce may 

be appointed also. 

REJOICING 
— that Dom Dek (near Slem Rlep) has a new 

chapel. The Lord has honored the f o i t h of 

Kru U t and his small group o f Chr is t ians. 

— that the chapel in Takeo has been thor

oughly remodeled. T h e face-lift ing includes 

new f loor ing , new walls and new windows. 

—that Kampot 's Chapel, completed Christ 

mas 1958, has been enlarged to accommo

date Ihe growing congregation. 

L O O K I N G AHEAD 
— Annual Nat ional Conference wil l be held 

at Takhmau In Apr i l . Pray " that in all th ings 

He might have the pre-eminence." The N a 

t ional Church President wishes to resign at 

that t ime—who can take his place? 

—Youth Conference wi l l be held in June this 

year due to the change o f school vocation. 
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BY HENRY H O I T O N 

Promptly at three o'clock chairman Miss Mir iam 

Ho called the meeting to order. Every available seat 

had been f i l led, so that latecomers had to resort to 

the local custom o f pretending to sit on the end o f 

a bench unt i l i ts occupants eased over to make room 

f o r one more. The occasion was the dedication of 

the new C & M A Chinese Church of Phnom Penh, 

Cambodia, Sunday af ternoon, December 20, 1959. 

Fr iends of all churches ond languages had gathered 

from f o r and near, probably 500 of them seated 

and standing in the auditor ium, ond many others 

outside. 

" A l l Ha i l the Power of Jesus' Name" was the open

ing hymn, sung In whatever dialect or language 

one preferred. Cantonese, Swatowese, Mandar in , 

Cambodian, Vietnamese, Eng l ish , and Phl l ip ino all 

blended together—an amazing and pleasant sound 

to the l istening angels. Prayer in Swatowese l i f ted 

us to the presence o f God. Then the senior choir 

sang "Pra ise H i m , Praise H i m , Jesus O u r Blessed Re-
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deemer," after which Miss Anna Lau, our other Bible 

womon, read Scr ipture, emphasizing " . . . ye shall 

be witnesses unto Me . . . unto the uttermost parts 

o f the earth." Again we followed In whatever Bible 

was open before us. 

Deacon Barnabas L o , chairman o f the bui lding 

committee, summarized God's grocious help in the 

events leading up to this memorable day. Five years 

ago a f i re had swept away about f ive hundred 

homes and our church. Four of these years we have 

been meeting in schoolrooms while waiting for per

mission to get land and permission to build a place 

of worship. The last year saw the fu l f i l lment o f our 

hopes. How many times problems were laid before 

the church for special prayer ond sacrifice. How 

often situations arose calling for patience or drive, 

yielding or f irmness. T h o s e blessed wi th strength 

gave o f their s t rength, and those blessed wi th money 

gave of their money, as the Chinese proverb goes. 

There were some things he did not mention. For 

example, he had sacrificed eight months o f t ime to 

supervise buying and construction in order to save 

much of the Lord's money, and to assure us that the 

work was being done r ight . His wife 's death in July 

was a test that the Lord could give only to a t rusted 

servant. N o w we were all rejoicing together in what 

the Lord had done. 
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Af te r the junior choir o f th i r ty voices sang on 

anthem with an Or ien ta l tune ,our Cambodian Field 

Chairman, Rev. H. M. Tay lo r , brought the dedication 

message in Cambodian, interpreted into Swatowese 

by Pastor Ph iPh i . 

He told us that heaven joins with God's children 

in the joy over our beauti ful church. God's dwell ing 

place is primari ly a temple of H is own making, the 

heart o f a believer. S o our dedication today must 

keep in mind not only this place o f worship , but also 

the heart of every worshiper present. W e invite God 

to come and f i l l this place. H i s presence wil l be 

evidenced by the l ight of H is W o r d , by our practical 

obedience to H i s S o n , and by the sanctifying pres

ence of H i s Holy Sp i r i t . 

The dedicatory prayer was given with the congre

gation standing, and the deacons lined up beside 

the plat form. W e recognized God's abundant pro

v is ion, spir i tual ly and material ly, dur ing Ihe time o f 

preparat ion and construction. W e committed to His 

service all the facil i t ies and equipment, with our

selves as l iving members to be used as He pleases. 

W e osked the Holy S p i r i t to sanctify and s igni fy H i s 

approval by grant ing f ru i t to the glory of our Lord 

Jesus Christ . 

Vis i tors were then given the opportuni ty for a word 

o f greeting or congratulat ion, Ihe usual Or ienta l 

Con'f on page I 5 
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CAMBODIAN CUSTOM IN REVIEW 



BY DAVID W. E U J S O N 

Preah Yomo Reak, the king of hell , permits the 

souls of the dead to visi t their l iving f r iends and 

r e l a t i v e s . . . 

One o f the most important annual fest ivals of the 

Cambodians is called "Prachum." T h i s takes place 

dur ing the period of the waning moon in September 

and early October. On the night o f the full moon at 

the beginning of this per iod, chants and sermons 

are recited in the Buddhist temples throughout the 

land. Early next morning and throughout the entire 

fo r tn igh t , the fa i th fu l go to the temples to present 

o f fe r ings to the priests and to l isten to them chanting 

prayers. On the last night of the per iod, Preah Yomo 

Reak, the king of hell , is supposed to permit the souls 

of the departed to return dur ing the obscurity of the 

moon, to v is i t their relatives and f r iends. 

At th is time the head o f the house l ights the can

dles and incense sticks and presents the of fer ings 

called " b e n " made of glut inous rice cooked in co

conut milk and mixed wi th other ingredients, as on 
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of fer ing to the spi r i ts of the dead, and invokes them 
to grant their descendants health, happiness and 
prosperi ty dur ing the ensuing year. The fol lowing 
day, o f fer ings are placed on l i t t le ra f ts of banana 
stalks and f loated down the rivers with the request 
that the spi r i ts of the departed return lo their place 
and leave the l iving in peace. Dur ing this period, 
most people try to return to their homes, i f at ail 
possible, and there is a great deal of v is i t ing done 
among fr iends and relatives accompanied usuolly 
with the presentation of sweet meats made of glu
t inous rice. 

T h i s nat ional ly observed custom Is essentially 
non-Chr ist ian, and underscores the fact that these 
people are "wi thout God and without hope in the 
w o r l d . " 

" W e owe to every child of s in , 

One chance at least o f hope of heaven. 

O h | By the love that brought us In, 

Let help and hope to them be given." 

Is publ ished b i - m o n t h l y by 
The Cambodia Miss ion of T h e Chr is t ian & M i s s i o n a r y Alliance 
to solicit p r a y e r s u p p o r t and to I n s p i r e m i s s i o n a r y I n t e r e s t . 

W e w i l l send copios f r e e to anyone upon r e q u e s t . 

M r . C. M. Westergren, Editor 
Mrs. B. D. Dunning, Assistant Editor 
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Con' f f r o m page / f 

custom for such occasions. Pastors of Cambodian, 

Vietnamese, and Chinese churches spoke a few 

words , ond messages from distant f r iends reminded 

us that many were re|oicing wi th us. Al l th is time 

photographers and f lash bulbs were recording the 

occasion step by step. Occasionally the hum o f 

voices here and there in the audience Indicated that 

some were not understanding the languages being 

spoken. T o us who love the Or ient , this has ceased 

to be disconcerting. W e have the choice under these 

circumstances either to put more energy Into our 

remarks, or to br ing them to a graceful conclusion. 

Af ter the Doxology, coming as is our custom at 

the end o f the service, the Rev. A. G. Kowles led in 

the closing prayer and benediction. It was especially 

f i t t ing , because his family had |ust returned from 

fur lough , and had come up from Saigon for th is 

happy reunion with the people among whom they 

had labored dur ing most o f their last term. W h a t 

surpr ise and joy and grat i tude! 

The service ended, but the inevitable group picture 

at the front o f the church and refreshments for the 

large crowd prolonged the happy fel lowship for 

everyone. Memories l inger, because God had been 

among us , re f reshing H i s children wi th t h i s gracious 

evidence o f His fa i th fu lness. 
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