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| H E land generally 

known as Annam, 
or perhaps more 
properly as French 

Indo-China, lies on the 
southern extremity of the 
East Coast of Asia. It is 
bounded on the north by the 
two Chinese provinces of Kwang-Si and Y u n - N a n . and on the 
west by the Kingdom of Siam, and on the east and south by the China 
Sea. I 

The divisions of Indo-China with their populations are approxi
mately as follows: In the north. Tongking. with a population of about 
11.000.000: further south is Annam, with a population of about 6.nno.-
ooo; again to the south, Cochin-
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China, population ab/>"t "̂rmnnn: 
and south and west is Cambadja, 
population about I . O n n i n n n 

Here then is a population of 
oyer ai.iwi nnn and to-day not one 
PjPlPfjtnnt- missionary of the C,c~-
"Sl r) m r " 1 fj them 

Burmah and .Siam have had 
the Gospel for nearly one hundred 
yjaxa; Canton province China, 
has had its missionaries for over  
one hundred years; even the in
tend province of Kwang-Si has 
had missionaries for fifteen years. 
but Annam has been le;(t ^o this 
day without one messenger of the 
Gospe! to live among its benight
ed rn,j]1ions and te l l"them that 
there is a Lord Jesus Christ who 
is_ablejo saYe.frnm the, guilt and 
powp r " f *"'n 

The people are in many re
spects akin to the Chinese, under 
whose government they former
ly were subjects. They also par
take of many of the Malay char
acteristics and evidently form a 
link between these two races. 
The Annamese are called by the 
Chinese "Kauchi." which means 
"separated toe." T h e name has a 
singular significance and arose 
from an ancient peculiarity of the 
race, namely, that the great toe of 
the foot was separated from the 
rest to an extreme degree. As a 
people they are generally a quiet. 

Vnsive race, hy no means as 

-t.-iotts and enrerprisipg as their Chinese cousins. They are 
4Ct considered rather an indolent, slack and shiftless people 

id fet the large part poor, as a consequence. In matter of dre*= 
they differ sl ightly from the Chinese, adopting in :".: :t, the old 



fashioned costume of the 
previous Ming dynasty . 
They wear no queue and do 
not shave the head. T h e y are  
considered the least attrac
tive of all the Tndn-fhina 
races. Notwithstanding this 
they are, however, a people 

with immortal souls and a people that need the blessed Gospel of 
the Son of God, the Saviour of the world as much as we do. Many 
Christian people have a kind of condescending compassion, a kind 
of patronizing pity for the "poor heathen" and consequently feel 
moved to do something for the salvation of their souls. D o we real-
ize that thev have souls as precious in our Father's *igh,r ? s Qu,rs? 

D o we understand that Tesus 
loves them, 3nd died for them, as  
much as for us? D p wc feel, as 
we ought to feel, that we are their 
debtors to give them the opportu
nities of the Gospel ? Yes , we are 
debtors even to the "barbarian" 
and who can tell what "the Gos
pel of Christ," the "power of God 
unto salvation" may do for even 
these neglected races of mankind. 

T h e native religions of these 
penplp are Buddhism. Confucjan-
ism. Spiritism and Roman Cathnl- ;  

igism. The former heathen relig
ions are practically the same de
grading systems that are to be 
found in China and other eastern 
lands, and the latter, so called 
Ch 1 istian religion, is of the same 
tvpe of corrupt Romanism that is  
found in South America and other 
such countries. T h e system of 
"making converts" is a wholesale 
One , Whole y;|lageq may entpr 
t hr_R()ma n '"""•irrh nf onre with 
out any real head or heart knowl
edge of the new religion; all that  
is required is a conformity to the 
outward ritual of the Romish 
Church, such "converts" are not 
worthy oi the name. The fearful 
darkness of heathenism is but 
deepened by the presence of the 
Papacy. The only redeeming 
feature is the presence of a few  
French Protestant chaplains, 
whose work, however has been 
entirely amour* thp FreflcJi rr-i-

dcnls. At intervals during the past years there has been an :ii:-"t 
of the Rritish and Fpre'g" TtihU Society ifl Apnam who ha- ' 
l'jciac-1 work among the natives , The wonderful success of t ins 
Bible work only serves to show what mi^ht be done were p •: it 



II <::\r work to be opened up in the land. W h y is this 
vast field left without the Gospel light? Think of it again. 

Among the ii .ooo.ooo oi Tongking there is no Protestant 
missionary work being carried on at all. In the Kingdom of An
nam, there is not one Protestant missionary at work among its 
6,000,000 of people. And again, Cochin-China and Cambodia, with 
a combined population of probably not less than 4,000,000, and no  
Prutestanf missionary work- carried on among the people. I ask 
again: Whv-i&-this vast field left without the Light of t h P ni w _ H 
Gospel of the Son of God? Is it because of its geographical posi
tion, just off the beaten track of the world's travel and commerce? 
This surely can be no excuse before oui Father's face. Is it be
cause the race is an inferior one and not worthy of the Gospel ? See 
what Jesus has done for the wild and savage tribes of Africa and 
the Islands of the Seas, compared with whom the Annamese are 
civilized. This can be no excuse to offer. Is it because wc fcpl 
that the Romish Church is there and it is unnecessary for Protest
ant missionaries to go? W h y then do we send missionaries to 
South America? A slight knowledge of the facts of the case is 
sufficient to prove to the true Christian that the missions of the 
Roman Catholic Church cannot serve as a substitute for the pure-
Gospel of Jesus Christ. The fact that Romanism is there is but an 
added reason why the True Light should shine amid the darkness. 
Is it because it is feared that the French authorities would not tol-

erate the opening of Prot-
estant missionary work in  
the land? This is a mere 
supposition. An honest at-
tejnpt has never been marie 
to establish a Protestant 
mission in Annam./ / T w o 
comparatively r e c e n t 
events may be indicative  
of the movements of the 
providences of God in this  
matter. Eicst, the f r i p l 1 f | l y 
relationship that has been 
established between France  
and Britain in the past few 
years, and sgcond the dis
establishment nf {he Ro
mish Church in France. 
That these two events will 
bring about a more toler-

«ant spirit toward Protest
ant missions in French In
do-China by the French 
Government we doubt not. 

Early in the vear iSoq it was the privilege of the writer to make 
a brief visit to Tongking from his inland station in the province 
•of Kwang-Si , China. The object of the trip was lo gain informa
tion as to conditions in that land. Qflg iflfijflqjlt at that time made 
an impresssion on the writer's mind more than any other, and it is 
typical, we trust, of the entrance of the Gospel imr> that great 
field still without the message of salvation. On crossing the bor
der from old China into the newly acquired land of Tongking the 
first stopping place was a town railed Dong-dang. The shades of 
evening were fast falling around us as we found ourselves (a Chi
nese worker, chair coolies and myself) in the center of the busv 
market t o w n , inhabited bv Annamese and Chinese, and guarded 
by Fren£h_saMieiS. W e knew not a soul in the place and several 

http://ii.ooo.ooo


attempts to inquire as to a place where wearv travelers might spend 
a night of rest seemed utterly fruitless. W e could get no satisfac
tion, we could find no one w h o could understand Cantonese, and 
there seemed to be nothing of the description of an inn in the place. 
Standing thus helpless in the middle of a strange town at nightfall, 
my thoughts turned to Him^ who is an ever present help in troubley 
aad T lifted my heart in prayer for guidance,—"Lord, where shall 
we go?" W h e n I opened my eyes I felt a distinct leading to enter 
the first door that presented and so I pressed my way through a 
pair of tall doors before which we stood. T h e building entered 
proved to be the native vamcn. I felt impelled to press my way 
faeon nne-jxiQnLto another till I came face to face with an Annam
ese gentleman, who pro' ed t'6 be the local, native official. 1 ad
dressed him in the Catttoncie tongue; requesting to be directed to 
a place where we might Spend the night, and to my surprise re
ceived an answer in clear Cantonese: "You may stay right here 
if you wish, sir," he said* "1 have plenty of room." Needless to 
Say we praised our loving Father and thanked our kind host, w h o 
at once invited us to his reception room, poured out tea and enter
tained us royally. He had long and earnest conversations with 
this man about the Gospel of Christ, the first wi tness we were 
privileged to give to an Annamese* We presented him with some 
Gospel portions and some Christian literature which he could read 
in the Chinese character, *»d praying thai the Spirit that led us to 
him might speak peace to his soul, we were off on our journey again 
the following morning at the break of day. 

Our prayer since that t ime for Annam has been that as the Lord 
led and opened the way in this particular case ; *h«t so H e would^o 
when His children go forth to possess this land open unto them 
a "great door and eftectual"*~**that no man can close.** 

In connection with the work of the Christian and Missionary 
Alliance in the province of Kwang-Si , South China, the Lord has 
in the past years of steady service given a line of stations from 
Wuchow, on the eastern border of the province, to Lung Chow on 
the western border, a distance of perhaps over four hundred miles. 
The city of Lung-Chow, as will be seen by the accompanying map, 

is situated very near the 
border of French Tong-
kinf. The opening of this 
station has been frought 
w ith much strong and con
tinual opposition of Satan, 
probably because he well 
knows that it is to be the 
stepping stone into the un-
evangelized "region be
yond." A work has been 
established there, however, 
and a little church has been 
organized of those w h o 
have been saved from 
heathen darkness. This^of 
course,- is a Chinese church. 
A Missionary H o m e is at 
this t ime being built and 
w e are praying the Lord of 
the harvest to thrust forth 
workers for the field of 
Tonfking. This station,, on 
Chinese territory, and yet 



within a day's march of Tonjkfng„ is an admirable place for the 
study of the native Annamite language. Missionary candidates 
for this field must also have the French language fluently. 

Three passages of Scripture have continually come to mind 
with reference to this most needy and neglected field. T h e y are 
these: 

II. Chronicles xvi. 9 : "The eyes of Jehovah run to and fro 
throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong in the behalf 
of them whose heart is perfect toward Him." 

Ezekiel xxii. 30: "And I sought for a man among them, that 
should make up the hedge, and stand in the gap before me for the 
land, and that I should not destroy it, but I found none." 

Isaiah vi. 8: "I heard the voice of Jehovah saying, 'Whom 
shall I send.-and who will go for us?' Then said I, 'Behold me, 
send me . '" 

God's extremity is man's opportunity. Oh, for men who have 
some of that divine tenacity of purpose displayed in young Elisha, 
when three t imes, told by the old, stern prophet to "Tarry here," 
still pressed through and received the call and the unction to 
prophetic ministry. See II. Kings ii. Oh for men in whom the 
Word of God is burning like fire in their bones and w h o say with 
Jeremiah. "I am weary of forbearing, and I cannot stay." 


