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God's Justice

Detnands

Total

Commitment

A young evangelist, himself an Asian, pulls no
punches as he states what he thinks are the basic
needs of today's Christian youth in Viet Nam.
After preaching three months throughout Asia, he
has returned to Canada to complete his studies at
Ontario Bible College.

by Ravi Zacharias

Einstein said that if we can cleanse the Christianity
that we see today to become what Christ taught,
we would have a religion that could save the world.
Somehow these are the words that ring in my mind
as I reflect upon the past few months. Today in
Viet Nam we are now among third generation
Christians, and here, as in possibly every other
country in the world, the laxity among the youth
is appalling. Too long have our young people been
hearing "God is Love." Too long have they been
seeing pictures of Christ bordered with gold and
lace. Too long have they been hearing "what a
wonderful day that will be." All this is true; God
is love. It will be a wonderful day for many.
However, the tragedy of our dwelling too much
on this aspect is that is produces a lopsided view
of God. Young people in their laxity have forgotten
the justice of God. Have we forgotten that Christ
said of the one that betrayed Him that it would
have been better had he never been born? Have
we forgotten that Christ said, "Not every one that
saith unto me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter into the
kingdom of heaven, but he that doeth the will of
my father?" Have we forgotten the awfulness of
hell? I am convinced that the youth need to be
reminded of this.
Because I see a loose and
careless Christianity 1 wonder if they really believe
in hell! Paul said. "Knowing die terror of the
Lord we persuade men." When a generation becomes
more afraid of holiness than it is of sinfulness,
this is the message they need - the justice of
God and how no hypocrite can stand in His
presence.
The second thing that needs stressing is the call
to commitment. Among the youth it seems that
the Lordship of Christ is conspicuously missing.
The greatest tragedy in the world is the difference
between what we are and what we could be. Asian
youth, I believe, can be one of the most potent
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forces in the world. If this be true, how much
more can it apply to the Christian youth of Asia.
Someone once said that we as Christians spend our
time twisting dynamite into curling paper. This
is true here. Young people seem to be unaware of
what God can do through them.
They have
forgotten that God uses people - but of course
there is a tremendous requirement - total commit
ment. Surrender! Dedication! Consecration! These
are words we use in our Christian jargon, but how
often are they put into practice? The need of the
hour is an unleashing to God's demands in total
commitment - the need for a hunger and thirst
after Him — the disciplined prayer life — the
willingness to bet their lives that Christ is - the
call to give into His hands every area of their lives.
This is what 1 shared with the youth as J traveled
throughout South Viet Nam.
I found hungry
hearts.
I look back upon these three months as a
tremendously valuable experience and thank God
for the wonderful blessing we have seen. I write,
not as a critic, but as a brother in Christ and as
a fellow Asian with a burden for reaching Asia
for Christ. I have seen the tremendous potential
among the youth. But as I met and talked with
many of them, I was reminded of an article in
the Reader's Digest which said a basic fact about
human nature is that the greatest human gifts are
set to work only when people are prepared to risk
everything. When we are willing to risk everything
our gifts will be put to work by the Lord.
Take a look at the awfulness of hell — Take
a look at our Lord — Turn to Him in complete
surrender. This is the message that needs to be
preached through Viet Nam so that God may work
in this country through young people who obviously
have what the Lord can mightily use. Only then
can they leave their mark on their generation.

I

WHAT

ABOUT THE CHURCH IN

The representative of the World Council of
Churches was notieably annoyed as he was hosted
at a reception given by the Religious Union at Hanoi.
In reply to direct questions, the Protestant member
of the Union had read a thirty-minute prepared
speech strongly resembling communist propaganda.
The date - November 10, 1 9 7 0 .
This event was our most recent glimpse into the
life o f the Church in North Viet Nam, a Church
which dates back 5 4 years to 1916. The second
missionary conference of the Indo-China field which
was called at Haiphong by Mr. R.A. Jaffray, reported
the opening o f two new stations.
One was at
Tourane (present day Danang). The other was at
Hanoi, a metropolis o f 3 0 0 , 0 0 0 and the center o f
the province of Tonkin with its eight millions of
unevangelized.
Rev. E . F . Irwin, in his book. With Christ in
Indo-China. tells of the beginning of the church . . .
"At Hanoi the Lord provided for the mission a piece
of property in an almost miraculous way. Land
was purchased in the very heart of the eity at a
most reasonable figure, from a government that was
none too friendly. It has proved to be one of the
most strategic situations for evangelism that could
be found in Hanoi . . . The mission press was
opened in Hanoi and the missionaries set themselves
to the stupendous task o f translating and printing
the Bible and of producing the literature necessary
for the Church they were confident God was going
to create . . . The British and Foreign Bible Society
cooperated generously with the mission in the work
of translation, printing and distribution so the
country was soon seeded down with Scriptures . . .
A celebrated Vietnamese sculptor at Hanoi came to
hear what this doctrine taught. He was convinced
of the truth of the Gospel, met Jesus, and went
back lo his friends and relatives with a testimony
that brought many of them to the Saviour." Thus
began the growth of a vigorous church in the North.
"Another chosen man of God was a university
trained Vietnamese who was among the first converts.
He came from a wealthy family of the better class,
and was disowned by his relatives when he accepted
Christ. But he took up his cross gladly and followed
Jesus. Later he went to the Mission Bible school
and became an evangelist who has been mightily
used o f God . . . A trophy o f those early days at
Hanoi is a young Chinese-Vietnamese who went
deep with his Saviour and has become a leader in
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deeper life conventions and an excellent Bible
teacher."
The years that followed brought a steady growth
that continued unhindered even by the beginnings
of war. In 1 9 5 3 , 19 of the 2 7 provinces in the
North had churches, the pastors numbered 2 0 and
the Christians. 2 5 0 0 .
The turning point came in 1954 when the French
were defeated and Viet Nam became an object of
negotiation between the French and the Viet Minh.
With the 1954 Geneva Agreement all o f North Vict
Nam came under communist control and it was at
this time that an estimated 1 5 0 0 - 1 8 0 0 Christians
fled South.
Three important facts related to the Church that
remained: First of all, the new national constitution
purported to provide total religious freedom. One
part of the constitution read, ". . . no one can be
refused the right to worship if he so desires." The
government also made grants to various religious
groups for the rebuilding of the churches and
pagodas damaged during the war and all religious
groups were given considerable freedom o f worship
in order to quiet the fears of many who stayed
behind after the mass evacuation o f Christians to
South Viet Nam.
However, by 1 9 5 8 , following
a familiar pattern, restrictions were imposed. Worship
was not to interfere with any government projects;
pastors could only function as pastors after they
had fulfilled the responsibilities to the government;
no further financial help would be given by the
government; and finally, the training of religious
leaders was curtailed and (hen forbidden.
Because of the partition, knowledge o f events in
the North is severely limited. But there have been
bits and scraps of information forming pieces of
a puzzle not yet complete.
In December, 1 9 6 2 , members of the International
Control Commission toured the city o f Haiphong.
Near a dilapitated pagoda they came across a
reasonably nice building, unused and boarded up.
It had the words "Tin Lanh" on it. The North
Vietnamese officer was startled by the question of
what it was and why it was locked up and replied
that he was unfamiliar with the building but would
find out and report . . . he never did.
In 1963 a trip to Vinh showed the presence of
a small Tin Lanh church.
Although there was
considerable activity around the building it was
obviously not being used as a church. The visitors
were told thai it was no longer in use as a church
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but was functioning as a warehouse for peanuts
and vegetables belonging to the government.
A visit to the Hanoi church in 1 9 6 3 showed
that it was still operating, but its pastors had to
fulfill their obligation to the state first. Two lower
office rooms had been converted into a small
factory where they were required to produce a
certain number of pieces made from iron rods —
only then were they permitted to carry on their
pastoral duties.
At that time church attendance
was about 120. Over a year ago information was
received that regular attendance was then about 5 0 ,
all of them strong Christians. Of these 50, 4 0 are
known to belong to four families.
The special
Christmas choir was composed o f four older ladies.
The church building has been made more like
a theatre. The pulpit has been removed and there
are curtains that open on to a stage. In addition
to religious gatherings the church is used for many
other types o f meetings.
According to most sources, no Bibles have been
allowed into North Viet Nam legally since the
partition. This is probably true of hymnals as well.
Here in South Viet Nam, when North Vietnamese
prisoners of war have been interrogated, none have
stated their religion as "Tin Lanh." This has been
interpreted to mean that few, if any o f the younger
people are following the faith and it is dying out
with the older generation. Pictures received from
the North tend to substantiate this opinion.
One of the pastors is reportedly used as a chaplain
for American prisoners of war but grave doubts are
expressed that his present job is anything other
than political.
It is thought that Bui-hoanh-Thu is the present
Church president. Occasionally his voice has been
heard in propaganda broadcasts from Radio Hanoi.
It is he who gave the thirty-minute speech at the
Religious Union reception last year.
Today there are an estimated 12 pastors in the
North. We have no way of knowing the number of
active churches or the number o f Christians. But
as we compare the growth o f the Church and the
opportunities for Christian witness here in South
Viet Nam with the closed door of the North, the
contrast is as night from day.
Pray fervently for the existing Church in North
Viet Nam and pray too, that this entire land which
has suffered for so many years, will be re-united
in freedom - where the Gospel of Jesus Christ can
be preached in every area without fear.
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I

REMEMBER

PASTOR

After 40 years of faithful ministry, 20 of which were in North Viet
Nam, the Rev. Tran-van-De's earthly tent was recently exchanged for
a heavenly one. ". . . at home with the Lord." 2 Corinthians 5:8

Very few of our Viet Nam mis
sionaries now on Ihe field have ever
been to North Viet Nam. I wonder if
m3ny of us will ever get there. Yet,
it has been our privilege to work with
a number of Vietnamese who served
Christ there for many years. One of
the most dedicated and well-loved of
these pastors was Rev. Tran-van-De
(Day), a choice servant of God and
minister of the Hanoi Evangelical
Church for some 16 years.
At the age of 19 Mr. Dc entered
Bible school . . . . the year I was
born, 1930. His parents had been
among the very first believers of the
Evangelical Church in Danang, Central
Viet Nam. During weekly Bible classes
taught by early missionary ladies
young De had made that total commit
ment to Christ.
Though from Central Viet Nam,
in 1933 he was assigned to serve in
the North for his two year student
ministry, part of the five year program
of the Bible school. Far from home,
it was his firm conviction of God's
call and a deep faith that served (o
anchor him in those two traits that
characterized his ministry-boldness
and joy.
Upon graduation from Bible school
in 1936 he returned to the North, to
the midland province of Phy Yen.
Though Christians were few in number.
Iheir love for God and their pastor
was strong; in a short time a church
was built.
His early days as a pastor were not
easy. The Christians were poor, his
monthly salary inadequate. By the
end of each month they were without
money and had but little food. Yet
they never revealed their need to
anyone, but committed it to their
Heavenly Father. Sometimes at noon
Mr. De would take what appeared to
be a leisurely stroll through the fields
surrounding his house. In reality he
was collecting edible weeds. One time
aparishoner gave the De's some brokengrained rice to feed their chickens.
Mr. De chuckled when he said, "if we
had had chickens they would have gone
in Ihe cooking pot long before-but
that rice certainly tasted good to us."
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The Rev. Tran-van-De
1911-1971
Years later, when he was District
Superintendent, he used to reminisce
of those early days with the young
pastors under his guidance who were
meeting similar problems. Because lie
himself had learned the lesson of trust,
he was able to communicate more
effectively.
In 1939 at the age of 28 he was
asked to serve as assistant to the Rev.
Lc-van-Thai, pastor of the Hanoi chuich
and District Superintendent of the
Northern District. When pastor Thai
was elected National Church President
in 1941. Mr. De succeeded him as
pastor of the Hanoi Church. Ten years
later when the office of the Church
President was moved to Dalat. Pastor
De was elected District Superintendent
for the northern district.
He also
continued to serve as the Hanoi
Church pastor.
Toward the end of 1954 when the
Geneva Accord was made, officially
separating Viet Nam into the North
and the South, pastor De and
his wife reached the decision that it
was necessary for them to leave. They
had been watched for some time and
discovered that they were to be pre
vented from leaving for the South.
One day Mrs. De and Quang their
young son went to Hai Duong to pay
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a visit to the pastor's wife who was
Mrs. De's sister. From there they
proceeded to Haiphong. A few days
later Mr. De left the house leaving
instructions with the cook to prepare
Ihe evening meal.
But instead of
returning home he traveled to Haiphong
where his wife and child were waiting.
Together they boarded a ship which
brought them South.
Once again he became an assistant
to pastor Thai, this time in ihe
Evangelical Church Orphanage. The
following year he accepted a call to
the Nhatrang Church; here he served
until 1962. It was during this time
that I first came to know pastor De.
As a language student. III always
remember his clear, deliberate, under
standable speech. The recognition of
vocabulary studied for hours on end
is one of a language student's greatest
rewards. We always benefited linguis
tically as wcD as spiritually when pastor
Dc preached.
In 1962 when the Central District
was divided he was elected the first
District Superintendent of the Central
District. But by this time his health
had begun to fail, so he was unable to
continue in this office more than five
years.
However, he did serve as
chairman of the National Church radio
committee from 1965-1968. then as
director of the Nhatrang orphanage
from 1968-1971. He alio was part
time professor at the Bible college
during this time.
During the Christmas season in 1970
while in Saigon arranging for shipment
of rice to the orphanage he became
very weak. Upon arrival home he was
confined to his bed. A few months
later early in the morning, March 8,
1971. he awoke with the realization
that his earthly tent was about to be
exchanged for a heavenly one. He
called various members of his family
lo his bedside, pul his house in order,
then expectantly went home to be
with the Lord.
Much more could be said of Pastor
De - his gentle humor, his wisdom
and understanding of human nature,
his patience and caution. Physically
frail, but spiritually a giant, he had the
unmistakable stamp of God's Spirit
upon him. Pray that God will raise up
men like him, ready and willing to
serve in North Viet Nam, when in
God's providence thai door once again
opens to the free proclamation of
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LOOKING BEYOND THE EMPTY R/CEBOWL
by W e s Schelander

One must look beyond his empty tice bowl if he is
to quench the hunger pains of tomorrow. To only give
a gift of food today still leaves an empty bowl tomorrow.
Spears and crossbows, once the tools of a tribesman's
livelihood, arc now only souvenirs to him. Once they
were sufficient to sustain him. but today they arc useless
in providing a bowl ol" rice. The changes a displaced
tribesman must make in trying to catch up to a changing,
competitive society are much greater than what others
must make. We must help him in a way lhat develops
rather than destroys his self esteem, his initiative, his
feeling of being a part of the community and a contributing
citizen to the country of Viet Nam.
It was on February 22, 1970 lhat a unaminous vote
of all the delegates from 85 tribal churches, representing
17.000 followers, approved the decision requesting World
Relief Commission to sponsor a tribal vocational training
center at Dalat. Soon work was begun and on May 29,
1971 the center was dedicated. The program is a joint
venture with the Christian and Missionary Alliance supplying
the land and personnel.
There are 50 young people between Ihe ages of 15 and
25 now enrolled; 30 of these arc refugees, 12 are girls.
The school offers training in mechanics, sewing, carpentry
and masonry. The first of two dormitories to house
200 students is now being built by the students themselves
who are learning as they work.
No student is given free board. He either pays for
il or obtains a work scholarship. There is also a student
incentive plan. As students become proficient they may
make items for sale in a co-operative store. Carpentry
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students may construct such items as tables and chairs.
Tailoring students make clothes and mechanics may accept
work repairing machinery. Twenty per cent of the sale
price of any item of work goes toward the salary of the
student's teacher. In addition he pays for the raw
materials (wood, cloth, etc.) he uses. The rest belongs
to him.
There is a staff of tribal teachers. Students are both
non-Christian and Christian, equally enjoying the influence
of the Christian community of 600 living on the hillside.
As the program develops the students will be mobilized
into teams to visit outlying villages, giving aid in small
scale civic projects such as helping the villagers build
fences, install water systems, construct village stores,
update sewage facilities etc. These weekend trips will
include singing and witnessing periods when the joy of
the Lord is shared with those they have come to help.
The official seal of the vocational school depicts two
crossed hands. One, held upright, grasps an open Bible.
The other, horizontal, holds a mechanic's wrench. Engraved
on the seal is the motto of the school, Matthew 5:16.
There are at the present time no skilled artisans or
professional men among our tribes people. One can hardly
hope to establish a progressive indigenous Church in an
economically backward culture. We believe God will
call from among these students some who will become
pastors and leaders in the Church. Others will form a
skilled laity which in time will not only be able to
support their pastors adequately but will be able to work
in the building up of God's Church.

VIET- ,
NAMESE
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W O R S H I P
by R.

Drummond
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The non-Christian Vietnamese think o f God as being impersonal, distant
and completely without concern for mankind. Since He does them no
harm they feel they need not worship Him.
However, following the
teaching they received under Chinese domination, they worship their
ancestors, who, they say, are under the ruling of God. Jn contrast to
the remoteness of God, their ancestors are always near and ready to
help them. It is the duty of the child to worship his ancestors because
it shows respect to those who gave him life. He worships them in order
to be free from illness, protected from harm and prosperous in business.
The majority o f Vietnamese are "Luong" which means they adhere to
the teachings and philosophy of Confucius. They differ from Buddhists in
that their place of ancestor worship does not include an idol of Buddha.
A home may have two altars - one for Buddha and one for ancestors.
The place reserved for ancestor worship includes an altar, two candlesticks
or a small kerosene lamp, a vase of flowers, a dish of food and/or fruit,
and an incense burner or a small jar holding incense sticks. Behind the altar
is a tablet listing several generations of ancestors. Sometimes there is a
picture of the most recently deceased. Honor and respect is shown to
the spirits o f the dead because of the belief that the spirit or soul is the
sacred part of a human which continues to exist and work after physical
death. Invisible deities, such as demons, are worshipped in great fear.
Vietnamese also believe that each village has its own god who rules
over it. He is worshipped once a year in the middle of March following
the lunar calendar. Earth spirits rule over proscribed boundaries, meeting
with and guiding other earth spirits when they enter each other's territory.
When Vietnamese worship they remember the earth spirits for it is believed
that they are aware of everything that goes on.
Places of worship are seen everywhere. The "am" is a small temple
built by a very rich family in which they worship. Poorer people worship
at an altar in their home, but both places are equally reverenced. Shrines
are built where people worship demons in fear that they will do them harm.
Also along the sides of roads and highways can be seen small shrines reserved
for worship of the one who died there, perhaps from an accident. People
stop to worship because the spirit of the dead one usually has no relative
to worship regularly at his altar. A "chua" (pagoda) is a special temple
in which Buddha is worshipped. Here people bring their offerings and
worship twice a month. There are also village or community ancestral
temples. At the royal city of Hue there is a large temple where only the
king, who was called a son o f heaven, was allowed to worship once every
three years. Bao Dai, former ruler of Viet Nam who was deposed by
Ngo-dinh-Diem, was the last one to worship there.
There are special days of worship such as the first and fifteenth days
of the lunar month when Buddhists eat only rice and vegetables and visit
the pagoda. There are also national religious festival days which both
Christians and non-Christians observe - but in different ways. May fifth
of the lunar calendar is a special holiday. The mid-Autumn festival is a
time reserved primarily for the enjoyment of the children and the giving
of gifts to them. The greatest festival is, of course, Tet - the festival
of the lunar new year. It is a time o f visiting friends and relatives and, for
the non-Christian, it is the most important time of worship and sacrifice
in the whole year. But for the Christian, no longer is it necessary to fear
the spirits, appease ancestors and bow before lifeless gods o f stone. Rather,
his has become true worship of the God o f the universe, who is mighty,
holy, loving, and personal. F o r the Christian, worship is through Jesus
Christ the Way, the Truth and the Life. This is worship that only the
Gospel can bring.
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ANNIVERSAR

Y
by O n g - v a n - H u y e n and Vu-van-Cu

The first feet bringing the Gospel o f salvation
through Jesus Christ to Viet Nam were those of
Christian and Missionary Alliance missionaries who
arrived in Tourane (Danang) in the Spring of 1911.
After eight years of activity a church had been
established and a thatch chape) built.
Following
the principle that it is more effective for the national
to take the Gospel to his own people, the missionaries
gave priority to teaching and training those who
believed. Some of the first converts at Danang
were well educated young men who sought the
missionary to arrange a class where they could
study the Bible together. This Bible class, which
was held from twelve noon to one-thirty p.m.
every day except Sunday, continued for three
years and became the cradle for the Danang Bible
School.
In 1921 a regular Bible school was organized
with a full time curriculum and an unused stable
became the first classroom.
Later, when a new
church building replaced the little thatch chapel,
a large classroom at the back of the church was
set apart for the new Bible school. One of the
members of that first class is still alive and strong
at 9 4 years of age.
By 1928 a new school building, two dormitories
and faculty houses were completed. At that time
the teaching staff consisted o f four foreign mis
sionaries and three Vietnamese teachers.
The
curriculum called for a student to study for two
years at the school, to engage in supervised practical
Christian work for two years and then return for
his final year.
During the 1943-44 school year the Japanese
overthrew the French and occupied Indo-China,
forcing all British and American residents to be
interned at Mytho.
At that time Rev. Ong-vanHuyen, one of the professors, was appointed dean
of the Bible school, replacing the foreign missionary.
After the Second World War was oveT the National
Church and the Mission cooperated in administration
with joint deans. Then, in 1 9 5 1 , the joint MissionChurch committee appointed Rev. Huyen as the
official dean of the Danang Bible School.
He
remains today as the president o f the Nhatrang
Biblical and Theological Institute.
By 1958 a number of factors seemed to indicate
that it would be advantageous to move the Bible
school to Nhatrang. The International Headquarters
of the Christian and Missionary Alliance at New
York approved the raising o f funds for the building
of a new installation at Hon Chong, just outside
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the city of Nhatrang.
Construction began with the breaking up of the
"rock mountain" in the summer o f 1958 and
finished during the year 1961 at a total cost of less
than 2 5 0 , 0 0 0 dollars. The buildings, which include
a three-story classroom and administration building,
2 two-story dormitories which can accommodate
2 0 0 resident students, a long building housing the
dining hall, kitchen, nursery and storage room, seven
faculty residences and a sanctuary that will seat
over 6 0 0 , are scattered over ten acres on a hill
overlooking the South China Sea.
The building of the Institute brought changes —
in form and in education. In form - the school is
now a college campus, located in a beautiful setting
with a moderate climate conducive to study and
meditation.
In education - the curriculum is
upgraded and includes new courses such as Greek,
History of Missions, etc. As in the early days at
Danang, a student must study the first two years
in residence. During die next two years he is
engaged in practical work, but must complete
certain courses by correspondence. Then he returns
for his fifth and final year of resident study, after
which, upon the successful completion of all the
required courses, he receives the Institute's diploma
of graduation.
The College of Theology was opened in 1 9 6 8 .
Students who wish to enter this program must
have completed their high school education. This
course of study, completed in four successive years,
includes courses typical o f those offered in theological
colleges in other countries experienced in theological
education.
During the summer months between
semesters, students are expected to be involved
in practical church work. The students graduate
with the Bachelor of Theology degree. A branch
of the College of Theology was opened in Saigon
in 1 9 7 0 .
Central to a church just 6 0 years old, the
development of the Bible school which began in
a stable 5 0 years ago, has been beyond mere
human effort. From 37 graduating classes, hundreds
of graduates are today serving Christ as gifted
laymen, teachers, pastors and missionaries. Though
seeing many changes its purpose for existence
remains the same — to establish men and women
on the eternal foundation of the Word of God, to
help them grow to maturity in Christ, and to
equip them for effective ministry in sowing the
seed of the Gospel.
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Impressions:
Members of the Alliance Youth Corps share with us some impressions gained during their
summer in Viet Nam.
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MARVIN
The thing that impressed me most was the unbelieveable hunger of the Vietnamese for
the "Good News"! In spite of my limited experience, the Vietnamese soldiers really listened
to what I had to say. Nowhere in the States did I find this kind of attentiveness. Nowhere
in the States did I have so many respond to the Words of Life. It was the Holy Spirit working
through mc who convicted them. It was the Spirit who brought them from spiritual death
to life everlasting. God dealt with me in a gracious way. He gave me a hunger for the things
of the Spirit, a hunger for the Word, a hunger for prayer. He showed me the necessity of
these things. He showed me the absolute truth of Jesus Christ.
MARY JEAN
It was a priceless experience! I was in Banmethuot for seven weeks. I worked four hours
a day at the new leprosarium clinic, sorted barrels and barrels of sample medicine and gave
piano lessons to two M.K.'s and two Raday tribes girls. There is nothing like giving piano
lessons through an interpreter - a normal half hour lesson takes an hour. The mosquitoes,
cockroaches, humid wealhcr and red mud didn't appeal to me and I found that I wasn't
as humanitarian as I had thought. 1 had a bullet go through the wall two feet from my
head, flew on a helicopter and got to fly a caribou. One of the greatest things was sharing
Christ with the G.I.'s. So many of them are bored and lonely and can't imagine why an
American girl would volunteer to come to Viet Nam because she loves Jesus and wants to
share His love. It was also encouraging to see G.I.'s that are turned on to Christ - the Jesus
revolution isn't just in the U.S. - it's here among the G.I.'s too.
ROSS
I leave Viet Nam reluctantly, wanting very much lo stay. This country had made a deep
and lasting impression upon me. My concept of missions will never be the same, nor my
concept of a missionary. The men and women serving in Viet Nam have manifested Christ
as no other group of people I have ever encountered. Their eagerness to know and serve
the living Christ, especially with their understanding of what commitment may invoke and here 1 think of Rev. Mitchell, Rev. Zeimer, the Thompsons. Dr. Vietti, Betty Olsen and
Ruth Wilting - has greatly humbled me. And to say it has challenged mc would be an
understatement. This summer has emphasized upon me the fact that I no longer belong to
myself - that 1 have been bought with a price. I leave with the realization that my mission
field for the next few years is right at home, but it was necessary for me to see a country
at war to realize the urgency of this fact. If, in the days ahead, the Lord lays upon me a
commission to a country away from my present home. He has given me the opportunity
to sec realistically what such a commission may involve. 1 will not be so presumptious as
to say, "I will return." Certainly I want to. And surely, Viet Nam must have a definite
place in such a consideration.
DONNA
A valuable summer! - and a chance to observe missions first hand. Lydia and I spent
the summer in Pleiku together working with the leprosarium staff. I taught arithmetic to
the Jarai tribal nurses at the leprosy center and went on trips to village clinics where I learned
to give anesthesia tests for leprosy. Once I was almost left behind on the Cambodian border
because I was chatting with someone and was unaware that the chopper which had come
for us was ready to leave. I also enjoyed sharing Christ with the G.I.'s and found time for
a number of rap sessions concerning spiritual things.
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LYDIA
Because most of my time was spent with the Jarai tribespeople in Pleiku province my
impressions of Viet Nam concern them more than the Vietnamese people. I worked in the
leprosarium, took inventory of medical supplies, taught English to Vietnamese and Jarai
young people and played the organ at the American military chapel Sunday mornings. I
really liked the Jarai people and found them warm and accepting. Probably one of the
hardest things was the language barrier - I wanted to talk to them so badly but unless there
was an interpreter around 1 couldn't. There were times of loneliness and frustration, but
it was really worth it because I have learned so much.

VIETNAM TODAY

NEWS
IN BRIEF
NEW ARRIVALS
A warm welcome to —
Keith Alan Weidemann who arrived on June 1 in
Saigon, the fourth day o f missionary conference.
He has since accompanied his parents, Don and
Esther and his brother Brian to Pennsylvania for
a year o f furlough.
Bruce and Joan Downcs who are stationed at Pleiku.
This is Bruce's first and Joan's second term. They
are the first Alliance missionaries to be sent and
supported by the Christian and Missionary Alliance
of Australia.
Roger, Judy and little Alison Sipes who have
replaced the Gunthers in the International Service
men's Center.
Norm and Joan Johnson who arrived in Saigon on
August 3 1 . Their two children, Patti and Doug
are attending Dalat School. The Johnsons will be
studying Vietnamese in Danang.
Linda Bond who arrived in Saigon on September 6.
She will also be studying Vietnamese in Danang.
Mel and Gladys Sperry, who with their two sons,
Richard and Doug, spent a few days in Saigon on
their way to Sandycroft where they are dorm
parents at Dalat School.
Al and Nada Bisbee who are new fourth and fifth
grade school teachers at Dalat School.
Joy Boese, a former Dalatite who is taking over
Lois Chandler's nursing duties at Dalat School for
the year Lois is on furlough.
We are very happy to welcome back —
Charlie and E.G. Long who return to Jarai work
after spending two years as dorm parents af Dalat
School.
John and Penny Hall who will be working at the
leprosy center in Pleiku.
SUMMER T R A V E L E R S
Dave. Linda and Stephanie Hartzfeld attended a
seven week seminar on university evangelism sponsored
by Campus Crusade in Manila, the Philippines.
John, Penny and liana Hall spent two months at
Chiengmai, Thailand where John took extra studies
in physiotherapy in relation to leprosy treatment.
Spence Sutherland, Rev. Pham-xuan-Tin and Rev.
Ong-van-Huyen were delegates to a conference on
Theological Training by Extension held in Singapore.
It was the first trip outside Viet Nam for Rev. Huyen,
the 7 0 year-old president of the Nhatrang Biblical
and Theological Institute.
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SUMMER VISITORS
Senator and Mrs. Thiessen of Montana, Rev. and
Mrs. Leo Bcrreth of St. Paul, Minn, and Rev. and
Mrs. Cyril Steinmann o f Fullerton, Calif, were among
World Relief Commissions's 17 member team that
visited Dalat for the dedication of the Tribal
Vocational School. Rev. T.G. Mangham, J r . , Area
Secretary for Southern Asia and Middle East was
also present.
Rev. and Mrs. William Bryan o f Toledo, Ohio made
a flying visit to Saigon, Danang, Quang Ngai and
Banmethuot.
Reg Reimer travelled extensively during the months
o f July and August gathering data for his master's
thesis. He is attending The School of World Mission
at Fuller Theological Seminary.
Alliance Youth Corps members, Donna Rhoades,
Lydia Zopfi, Mary Jean Nordberg, Marvin Savola
and Ross Bassinglhwaite assited in the work during
the months of July and August.
Ravi Zacharias, Asian youth evangelist from Toronto,
Ontario had a very effective ministry among the
youth of Viet Nam during the months o f June,
July and August.
God used Rev. and Mrs. Bill Allen of Mansfield,
Ohio to minister in Saigon for two busy weeks in
May and June. Rev. Allen was (he special speaker
at the national conference o f die Evangelical Church
and also at our field conference. Mrs. Allen spoke
at the first national conference held for the women
of the Evangelical Church of Viet Nam. The two
and a half day conference met at the International
Protestant Church.
Don and Dee Bubna of Salem, Oregon ministered
with great blessing throughout the month o f July
at pastors' retreats held at Nhatrang, Danang, Dalat
Banmethuot and Vinh Long.
VOLUNTEERS
Laurel McMarlin, recently discharged from the Airforce, is assisting for one year in the preparation
of materials for Evangelism Deep and Wide, the
saturation evangelism program o f the Evangelical
Church o f Viet Nam.
Joyce Houggy is assisting in the library at the
Biblical and Theological Institute at Nhatrang until
December.
DALAT SCHOOL MOVES TO SANDYCROFT
Our M.K.s spent an extended vacation at home this
summer because of the move of Dalat School from
Tanah Rata in the Cameron Highlands to Penang,
Malaysia
The new property at Sandycroft looks
out over the sparkling waters of the Straits of
Malacca.
CONGRATULATIONS
to our Dalat School graduates. They are all attending
colleges in the States and Canada. Mary Dutton
is studying at Biola, Don Lemon at Wheaton, Chris
Sehelander at Simpson Bible College and Becky Reed
at Prairie Bible Institute.
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Most folk have been to a church-related conference
of one kind or another and arc somewhat familiar with
the general format of statistical reports, budgets and
endless motions interspersed with devotional services.
However, if a person goes to a missionary field con
ference expecting this same thing, he is in for quite
a surprise. One would be better prepared if he were
thinking in terms of a camp meeting, a family reunion,
and the county fair all rolled into one. That's why,
for the missionary, HAPPINESS is going to conference.
Yes, there are devotional services at the field
conference but not the predictable, canned type of
service which has little other purpose than giving a
"spiritual tone" to the business meetings. The missionary
is involved in a spiritual warfare and he knows it.
He has come from a station where perhaps he has
preached in most of the services he has atlended, and
very likely the preaching he has heard has been extremely
simple and directed to "babes" in Christ. This soldier
has returned from the front lines and he is not looking
for inspiration, rather, he is searching for "meat" for
his soul, repair for the inner man and empowering
for the task.
ANY LEFT?

From stations all over Viet Nam our missionary staff
converged on Saigon the first week of June to hold our
annual field conference.
As conference began one
sensed not just a spiritual hunger but almost a desparation.
The services were marked by heartfelt
singing, by preaching that was annointed and directed
to our hearts by the Holy Spirit (Rev. Bill Allen of
Mansfield, Ohio was our speaker), and by times of
spontaneous praise, confession and prayer for each
other as members of Christ's body and members one
of another. Conference was a camp meeting and the
Lord was in the midst of our camp to meet abundantly
every heart need.
Yes, conference is a business meeting, too, with all
the reports and budgets. But these are not dry-eyed,
statistical reports in which the truth may be hid among
the "padded" figures. These are battle re ports-they
are marked by "shouts" of victory and by honest
confessions of defeat.
The response is not just a
motion for adoption, but a season of intercession for
supernatural answers. With the world in the throes
of social and political upheaval, the missionaries' role
is in constant flux. The issues discussed are weighty;

. . . TO CLARIFY THE ISSUE

I RISE TO A POINT OF ORDER

IS...

HAPPINESS

GOING T O CONFERENCE
by Paul Bubna

they involve the missionaries' role and his whole career,
as well as the future of the national church. As one
might imagine these issues are discussed with vehemence
and impassioned oratory. However, these are not alone
the result of the weightiness of the issues, but also
the fact that the missionary has been on a station
with no one to listen to him but his wife, and he
just needs to talk. Robert's Rules of Order are not
always sufficient to contain it all, but after all conference
is not really a business meeting as much as a family
council and the good-natured humor and repartee help
us to keep in balance the fact of our human frailty
and our Lord's sovereignty.
You have heard it said that every missionary must
have not only a sense of God, but also a sense of
humor. We do need to laugh . . . and we need to learn
to laugh at ourselves.
Conference would not be
complete without a fun night and skits.
So midst
the weighing of difficult issues we took time out to
split our sides laughing at each other's idiosyncracies
and foibles in skits with the theme of "Missionary
Hangups."

the ladies to put the finishing touches on their formals.
There are not many "dress up" events in a land like
Viet Nam and the formal banquet on Friday evening
meets special needs for folk who are separated from
their own culture and living in a war zone.
The
highlight of our evening at the Tan Son Nhut officers
club was a special report on the state of the Church
in North Viet Nam.
The missionaries' colleagues are in many ways his
family and conference must minister to those needs.
Would you believe a baby shower, wedding anniversary
celebrations, a "sale" room to exchange unusables
from the missionary barrel, basketball games, a chess
tournament and long hours of just visiting?
And
don't forget the annual task of trying to get this
"family" together for the conference picture. Is it
any wonder that conference usually runs over a
couple days?
HAPPINESS . . . is going to conference.
ever miss one if you can.

Don't

Spare moments throughout the week were used by

BUT OUR FIEIM POLICY SEZ . . .

ME FOR CHAIRMAN?

HURRY UP ALLOCATIONS'.

Xttc(t£T) God

THE LEGEND OF THE

In the olden days there once lived a man named Trong-Cao and his
wife Thi-Nhi. Although they had been married for many years
they were childless. This caused them much sorrow and many arguments,
so there came a day when Thi-Nhi furious and upset because
of a beating Trong-Cao had given her, ran away. When Trong-Cao
recovered from his anger he was ashamed and set out to
find his wife and ask for her forgiveness.
In the meantime Thi-Nhi had met another young man,
Pham-Lang who enticed her into becoming his wife.
Trong-Cao, leaving his home and fields, journeyed from one corner
of the land to another seeking his wife. When his money
was gone he was forced to beg.
One day - tired, discouraged and hungry — he stopped at a home to
ask for some food. When the mistress o f the house appeared with
abowl of rice he recognized Thi-Nhi. She, in turn, saw something familiar
in the tattered, worn figure standing before her. She puzzled
a moment, then, with an exclamation of joy, recognized her former husband.
All their past love for- each other flooded back.
Thi-Nhi
forgave Trong-Cao and repented of her hasty marriage to Pham-Lang.
Happily they talked together, filling in the years they had been
apart.
Suddenly Thi-Nhi realized what might happen if
Pham-Lang arrived home unexpectedly so she sent Trong-Cao out to
hide in the haystack by the house
until she could decide what to do.
Trong-Cao, weary from much traveling, fell asleep in
haystack.
In the house Thi-Nhi also fell into a sound sleep.
Later in the day, as Pham-Lang approached his
home he remembered that he planned to spread
ashes on his fields the next day, so he lit fire to the
haystack.
Soon the dry hay was blazing and
crackling.
Thi-Nhi was awakened by the sound.
When she saw what was happening and knowing
that Trong-Cao was burning in the haystack, her love for
him overwhelmed her; so, running out of the house she
flung herself into the flames. Pham-Lang, shocked and grief
stricken to see his wife kill herself, jumped in after her,
and all three perished.
The Lord of Heaven saw their loyalty to each other so he
transformed them into a god, but each individual was given
a specific job.
Pham-Lang was to watch over the kitchen, Trong-Cao
the housework and Thi-Nhi the marketing.
These three spirits live on the three prongs of the small clay stove
used in Vietnamese village homes. On the twenty-third day o f the
last month of the lunar year the clay stove is discarded and
the three spirits return to heaven in the form of the kitchen god to report
what has occurred in the realm of their family throughout the past
year. When they return to earth during the New Year celebrations
they find a new home waiting for them, each prong covered with
honey in order to sweeten what they will see and hear
during the coming year.
— And every housewife has a new stove.

