
YOUTH WORK OHINSSg WORK - 1966" 
For several years* a t the Chinese New Tear season, we have held a Deeper Life Con

ference for the young people of a l l the Chinese churches. But t h i s year, due to war 

conditions, the young people were not able to make the i r annual t r i p to the Dalat Tribes 

Center. T hey were keenly disappointed. What was to be done to take i t a placet I t was 

in July when Rev. Phil ip Teng came to Viet Nam as a speaker a t the Vietnamese National 

Church Conference tha t arrangements were made for three days of special meetings for the 

young people. More than 500 attended the conference with great blessing to the i r hear ts 

and encouragement in the Lord. 

Saturday night youth meetings a t the C hinese churoh are geared especial ly for those 

interested in learning English. Each week a different missionary speaker presents a 

simple, br ief gospel mesaage in English, t ransla ted into Chinese. This i s an opportunity 

for evangelism. However, i t does have i t s drawback in tha t many young people are afraid 

to enter a church beeause of parental opposition. This i s one of the main reasons why 

*he Student Christ ian Fellowship same into being and why meetings a re held in a home. 

From th i s s ta r t ing point i t i s our purpose to have leading young people from eaoh of 

the Chinese churches attending our Tuesday meeting to make personal contact with interested 

youth and draw them into the local churches. We give praise to the Lord for those who 

have been helped in t h i s way. 

For most of the year we have had a group of Christ ian American servicemen attending 

regularly our Saturday night meetings. On several occasions they have par t ic ipated in 

the service in providing special music or giving test imonies. On three occasions our 

ent i re youth group has been invited to the US mi l i ta ry base to hold a gospel service in 

the i r chapel. The Chaplain reported tha t the only time h i s chapel was full was when the 

young people came, for they drew a crowd—the men enjoyed hearing them s ing . A missionary 

presented the salvat ion message, directed especially a t the American servicemen. W e 

feel th i s unusual ministry has had a dual purposes providing an ou t l e t of evangelism for 

V Chinese youth to unsaved American men, as well as proving to them the resu l t s of the 

gospel ministry in a foreign land as evidenoed in the l ives of Chinese Chr is t ians . A 

strong bond of love and fellowship in Christ has developed between these Christ ian 

American servioeraen and our Chinese young people through these Saturday night meetings. 
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Xoung people chosen from the choirs of the Chinese churches, forming a united choir, 
•esented two seered concerts during the year at Easter and Christmas. Many Americans 

were not aware of these special occasions so missed hearing the fine presentation of one 
of John Petersen's Easter cantatas. On Deeember 22, a special presentation of the 
Christmas concert was given for American military men* Despite our inability to advertize 
it widely, a large group of meat earns. Their response to the fine singing was very 
enthusiastic. Those concerto offer unusual opportunity to present the gospel in message 
and song to a large audience. 

Upon the departure of Rev* and Mrs* 0* 0* Fowler for H oag Kong and Rev* and Mrs* 
Michael Meadows (Overseas Missionary Fellowship) for furlough, the English Bible teaching 
ministry at William Ling Chinese-English High school h i soma my responsibility. I have 
taught at this school for more than ten years* The principal was anxious for me to teach 
all the first year classes, but time did not permit me to devote nine hours a week to 
this opportunity along with ay other duties* A schedule was worked out, mutually agree 
-Is with the principal and myself, whereby I taught an hour a week of English Bible to 

the four second-semester first-year classes, a total of 250 students* This is a required 
course, and the students are given an examination twice s semester* From these classes 
come many of the young people who attend the Student Christian Fellowship* If time and 
strength permitted, opportunity to have a similar teaching ministry in other Chinese 
schools could be mine* 

In early June I took over tho sponsorship of the Student Christian Fellowship from 
Mr* Meadows* Each Tuesday noon students from more than six Chinese high schools gather 
at the Inter-varsity Evangelical Fellowship headquarters for a time of evangelism* This 
affords opportunity for Christian students to bring unsaved classmate* to hear a salvation 
message, as well as to plan and have charge of the meetings* To see signs of growth in 
new Christians, interest upon the part of believers to reach unsaved youth with the 
gospel and some come to a definite experience of the new birth as a result of these 
westings are a source of real encouragement. Attendance is low at the time of school 
examinations, but averages between kO and 50 with as many as 100 coming for special 
occasions. We need earnest prayer for the working of the Holy Spirit in young hearts 
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through the ministry of the Word. 

Ihla entire youth ministry needs a missionary couple to contact eager, questioning 
young hearts and win tham to Christ* 

Junior Young People 
In June the second junior Youth Camp was held at Tung Ten, with 100 ton-agers in 

attendance* Helpers were insufficient, so it was necessary to double up in responsibil
ities* Even pastors bad to help in the kitchen preparing meals* Despite the handicaps, 
the young people were greatly blessed* Ret only will it be a lasting pleasant memory, 
but we are sure it will result in eternal rewards* 

This is my second year to work with junior young people, a n age group new to me* 
It requires a great deal of time in Bible study preparation to teach them, in personal 
contacts with them, planning with the oommittoo for cur meetings, and going out in 
visitation with them on Sunday afternoon to the homes of our absent members* Between 
15 and 20 regularly attend our Sunday morning meetings ( 8 I O O - 9 I 2 0 ) preceded by a time 
v . prayer together for any who can came early* lb me, it is one of the happiest 
ministries I have, (Or it is a delight to oca growth in the Lord in the lives of some 
of these 14 and l̂ -year old young people* They have many pertinent questions that 
demand proper answers* I count it a privilege to have been invited by the church to 
share in this ministry* 

S A M O R OBOSAPE 

When the churches of Saigon area united in a city-wide crusade in April, the 
Chinese Christians were happy to share in this effort* Shortly before the opening night 
mors than 100 young people and adults participated in a door-to-door distribution 
campaign of invitations and gospel literature* Two nights of the crusade the 0 hinese 
language was used with a good response to the message* The united choirs of the Chinese 
churches provided special music on several occasions. 

DEEPER LIFE MEETINGS 
Barly in July* fallowing Rev* Philip Tang's ministry at the Rational Church Con

ference, he was able to hold a week of meetings at our church. There was excellent 
attendance for the early morning services (6ijO-7«50 a.a.) as well as for the evening 
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nessages* lb u s , i t was the most outstanding event of our church calendar year because 

the working of the Holy Sp i r i t i n our midst with far-reaching r e s u l t s , and t h i s 

despite the fact t ha t we had no time to prepare advert ising* 

BAPT I SMS 

April 9 end August 24 baptismal services were conducted with 19 candidates following 

the Lord in t h i s memorable experience* Among t h i s number, the majority are young people 

who cone from non-Christian homes (4 are students from William Lin High School)* Not 

only so, but parents have grea t ly opposed the fa i th of these young people* Despite t h i s , 

they were brave enough to take par t in th i s service and even invited the i r r e l a t ives to 

witness the i r testimony of fa i th in Christ as Saviour. We are impressed with t h e i r 

firm fa i th and need to pray much for them* 

BRANCH CHURCH 

Two years ago, a t our tenth anniversary, we made elear our aim to spread out in 

preaching the gospel* At t ha t time we had no money nor workers to help in th i s effort* 

*.„ the beginning of 1966 Mr* end Mrs* Peter Kaan came to us from Hong Kong* Every ef for t 

waa put forth to locate a sui table piece of property for a new church. In April two 

adjoining s i t e s were purchased. Construction of the buildings were in progress* Due to 

in f la t ion and innumerable construction hindrances we s t i l l have ozty one of the two 

buildings avai lable for use* However, a t Christmas time a s t a r t was made beginning with 

meetings for the neighborhood ohildren* During the year there have been a t l e a s t two 

occasions when a door-to-door v i s i t a t i o n program in tha t ares, has been carried on* 

C HURCH CAR 

Four years ago the local congregation purchased a small oar for uae in church work* 

Later i t waa realized the oar was too small for p rae t iea l use* At the end of 1965 a 

down-payment was made on a new Ford Van, more sui table for church needs, and delivery 

of the vehicle was taken a t the end of March* Jus t a f t e r i t a r r ived, the government 

announced a r a i se In import duty t e jJOOJti We pra ise the Lord for enabling us to receive 

tne ear in good time to essapo the exharbltant r i s e in p r i c e , or we would not have been 

able to purchase the vehicle* 

DISTR IOT MINIS TRY 
Several times during the year Pastors Kaan and Leung together with Mr. Peter Kaan 
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and some of the other local pastors hare mad* t r i p s Into country areas south of Saigon 

oere there are large groups of Chinese* Meetings have been held in the homes of be l ievers , 

in market areaa and in Chinese schools. 0 uring the long summer school vacation several 

of the church young people vent with the pastors to hold a Vacation Bible School in a 

Chinese school in Bantra, which has a Christ ian p r i n c i p a l . This ministry has resulted i n 

the salvation of souls and encouragement of be l i evers . Chinese Christiana attend the 

services of the local Vietnamese church. In Soetrang a sealoua Christ ian i s very ac t ive 

i n the local Vietnamese church and serves as t r ans la to r in the services for the Chinese 

who attend* 

DEEPER LIFE BIBLE SCHOOL 

During the year two sessions of special s tudies were offered to in teres ted bel ievers 

of a l l the Chinese churches. In both sessions there was an enrollment of over 80 young 

people and a d u l t s . Each Friday evening, from 7».50-9i$0» covering a period of three months 

in each session, s ix forty-minute classes were he ld . A student oould se lec t as many as 

-area courses of study in one evening. 

This was the second year for these special courses, taught by Chinese pastors and 

missionaries, including Bible Doctrine, Old Testament Types of Christ , Personal Evangelism, 

New Testament Outlines, Sunday school Methods, I Corinthians, Music, Vis i ta t ion and 

Church Organization. A few courses were completed in one session, while most of them 

were continued in the second session. Plana for t h i s school include a five-year course 

(two sessions a year) a f te r which a diploma ia given to students who successfully complete 

the required course of s tud ies . Already th ia school has proved a real a sse t in 

strengthening the ehurohes as as well aa be t t e r preparing young people for entering 

seminary. 

LOSSES IN QOHOREOAT ION 

This year we have had great losses in our congregation. F i r s t , among our young 

*• topic we have had more than ten taken into the armed forces . Working conditions have 

resul ted in others being sent to various pa r t s of the country. Our church board l o s t 

two members when they with the i r families l e f t Viet Nam for other p l aces . Poor heal th 

necessi tated the t ransfer of Rev. and Mrs. C. C. Fowler to our Hong Kong f i e l d . Thus 
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no have had mora lossea in numbers than what we have gained through our baptismal se rv ices . 

.t we look to the Lord to enable us to soon f i l l in the gap l e f t by these going from 

among u s . 

HOME OF BLESSING 

Early in the year oonstnotion of the new Home of Blessing began. Immediately p r i ses 

of materials began to soar with the r e su l t tha t the t o t a l cost of the building i s much 

more than or ig ina l ly planned. Despite many c r i s e s , the building program continued without 

having to stop for lack of funds* Wo pra ise the Lord t ha t the f i r s t u n i t , a 5 -s tory 

building, 46 meters by dfr meters, has boon completed* In God's own marvelous way. Ho 

has provided for a l l our needs* 

The second un i t i s under construction (Kitchen, dining room, storage rooms) and will 

be completed within a short time—a one-story s t ruc tu r e . On December 29 our l i t t l e 

family of 1? boys and g i r l s joyfully moved from t h e i r eramped, dark quarters to the lovely, 

spacious new s i t e * Plans are to receive many more needsy boys and g i r l s in to the Home 

MI the Lord d i rec t s our way to those whome He would ent rus t to our care* 

Liberal and s ac r i f i c i a l g i f t s have been given toward t h i s project on the pa r t of 

our local church members as well as those of other Chinese churches in the c i ty* They 

have contributed hal f of the t o t a l cost of the f i r s t uni t* Wo also grateful ly acknowledge 

the generosity of American servicemen who have ass is ted grea t ly with g i f t s of money and 

i n many prac t ica l ways in t h i s building program* Friends in America, formerly serving 

in Viet Nam, as ve i l as Chinese Christians the re , have had the i r share by sending g i f t s 

from time to time* No funds have been so l i c i t ed , but God in His own way has moved upon 

hear ts to want to share i n t h i s expression of Christ ian love* For a l l of t h i s wo praise Him* 

CHILDREN' S WORK 

Sunday School attendance has dropped some during the pas t year, for two reasonsi 

poor transportat ion (our church rents a largo school bus, since many of the chi ldren some 

from great d is tances , but often time the dr iver die) not appear on S unday morning or was 

l a t e ) and insuff ic ient home v i s i t a t ion* Most of our Sunday School teachers a re young 

people and the i r only time to v i s i t t h e i r pupils i s on Sunday afternoon* This i s the time 

for t he i r weekly ATF mooting, which makes i t almost impossible for them to do any v i s i t i n g . 



Chinese Work - 1966 - 7 -

Our Sunday School Committee, recognizing the need and the problems faced, i s seeking ways 

sc i re than* 
'•»•<* mm 

With the departure of the Fowlers for an extended r e s t in Hong Kong, the weekly 

meetings a t the Chinese Bookroom were discontinued for lack of personnel to hare chmge 

of t h i s minis t ry. Regular Saturday afternoon meetings hare continued a t the On Dong 

Bookroom garage with very good attendance, averaging about fO, with many of these 

children coming each week. A few of the children have come regularly since the meetings 

began seven years age. None of the boys and g i r l s come from Christ ian homes, so t h i s i s 

an opportunity for reaching these young l ives a t a formative age . Some of the children 

have indicated a des i re to knew Jesus as Saviour* and doubtless have had a rami experience 

of salvat ion, but opposition from supers t i t ious parents i s very s t rong. 

Two Vacation Bible Schools were held. Attendance a t the church school was l ess than 

in previous years (only 90) but with only a few exceptions, a l l of the children attended 

every day for the two-week per iod. The other school held in the On Deng garage was of a 

.ak ' s duration with an attendance of 20. Pray tha t the Sp i r i t wil l accomplish a great 

work in these young l ives as a r e su l t of the ministry of the Word in these ef for ts among 

chi ldren. 

FINAWC E3 

The financial record of the church during the past year shows sings of the Lord's 

b less ing. In addit ion to earing for the sa l a r i e s of Pastor Jonathan Kaan and family and 

Mr* Petor Kaan and family, there has bsea the renta l and u t i l i t i e s for Pastor Andrew 

Leung and family, the Peter Kaans and also providing for the church u t i l i t i e s , where the 

Jonathan Kaan family l i v e s . The Ford Van was purchased, the new church s i t s as well as 

oaring for the many other needs ef a growing church, ending the year without any def ic i t* 

Rejoice with us in what Cod has done! 

BOOKROOM 

Ministry i n the l i t e r a t u r e f ie ld has not had ss wide an outreach as I had hoped, 

cue to lack of time to devote to t h i s important area and insuff ic ient personnel. Our 

sales lady, Mrs* Ting, has very capably and fa i thfu l ly carr ied on with very l i t t l e help 

from me* We have t r i ed to enlarge our scope of mater ia l , making avai lable to both 
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bellevers and the unsaved all the good Christian literature that Hong Kong publishes* 

.1 of our material must bo shipped down to us, and poor mail service in this country 

hinders from fully achieving our objective* Supplies are often held at the local post 

office* On two occasions I went personally to sort through hundreds of unopened mail 

sacks, spending half a day on each trip and helped to haul books1 Yes, the project was 

successful for I was able to locate more than 30 packages of our literature* some that 

had been lying there for almost six months. Seeking to solve this problem, Mr* Paul 

Bartel obtained special postal permission in Hong Kong to ship parcels to us in large 

mail sacks, containing only our material and clearly mnked w ith my address on the sack 

tag* On a large shipment which reached hero in early October, the mail was delivered to 

me in dribbles, and part of it has not yet been received. And all of this after paying 

a higher rate of postage* I am hoping that some arrangement can be worked out whereby 

the local authorities will conform to international postal regulations, delivering 

material to us intact* 

With the change in the exchange rate, the selling prise of all our material was 

adjusted accordingly* Despite the rise in prices, books and supplies sold throughout 

the year as well, if not better, than previous years* We are the sole agent for all 

Sunday School supplies, hymnals, monthly periodicals (BIB LE MAGAZINE, YOUNG COMPANION, 

DENGTA, etc.) and most Christian literature to all six Chinese churches in the city, as 

well as to interested Christians In outlying areas* At best, our Chinese Christian 

population totals around 2,000—a pitifully small number compared with the more than 

500,000 Chinese here in this city, and more than a million throughout the country* 

Considering our small Christian community, we do quite a volume of business in the 

oourse of a year* 

Early in August the Lord brought into being a desire I have had ever since the 

opening of our Book room about ten years ago* Each Wednesday and Friday evening from 

7-9i00 p.m. the store is open, ready to serve Christian and unbeliever, alike. We are 

also anxious to serve any American servicemen who may pass by, for we have a supply of 

English bocks as well. Enthusiastic young people have taken over this responsibility, 

and are doing a fine job. In a period of five months, through to the end of the year. 
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v« sold mora than 29,000 p i a s t e r s ($248 US) worth of material* We are convinced t ha t 

i n i s evening minis t ry , a t a time convenient for many people, i s well worth while* Not 

only have sa les increased by t h i s amount, but we are sure many l ives have been enriohed 

through reading good Christian books and periodicals tha t were purchased because the 

s tore was open a t a time convenient for them* Our to t a l cash sales for the year 

(including the amount above) ease to 521,596 p l a s t e r s (|2,7*fl US). 

This l i t e r a t u r e ministry should have a wider outreach by taking on another Bookroom 

worker to advert ize and make contacts with schools and shops for DENOTA, COMPANION and 

CHILDREN'S FRI END magazines. A missionary should devote ful l time to t h i s l i t e r a t u r e 

work to do the job properly in having a greater outreach among the thousands of Chinese 

in Saigon. 

All glory to Qodl Great things He has done among the Chinese i n 1966* 

Respectfully submitted, 

Detailed Book room information, page 10 



CHINESE BOOKROOM SALES REPORT 
Deeeaber 511 1966 

Bibles 

Hymnals 

Traets 

Evangelistic 
books 

Theological 
books 

Devotional 
books 

Inspira t ional 
books 

Biographies 

Children's 
seeks J» novels 

BIBLE MAGAZINE 

DENOTA MAGAZINE 

YOUNG COMPANION 

Yearly sales (Day) 

45.745 

11.691 

5.196 

2,066 

5.012 

2,175 

7.772 

11.529 

22,020 

7.127 

54.219 

2,140 

CHILDREN'S FRIEND 2,297 
LIFE MAGAZINE 1,706 

HAPPY CHILDHOOD 6,715 

Calendars, 
Christmas cards, 

Posters 46,661 

Novelties 27,285 
Sunday School 

l i t e r a t u r e 

Quantity (Night) (Reported 
to t a l sales) 

17 

19 
650 

10 

27 

24 

25 

54 
1 

12 

Christian periodicals 

445 

50 

57.246 

298*598 p i a s t e r s 29.198 p i a s t e r s (sa les 
t o t a l ) 

TOTAL CASH SALES, 1966i 521,596 p ias te r s (12,748 US) 
(Of th ia figure only £ English books were soldi we hope to 
do be t t e r in t h i s area in 1967.) 

Reepeotfully submitted, 
AXdfe r / ^ e ^ > Elisabeth Arnold 


