"Marjorie"
<8mjc35@comcast.net>
31 Jul 2008 06:14 PM

To <Melissa.Hickey@nyack.edu>,
<David_Fitzstevens@wvi.org>
cc "Cathey Gordon/ Astrid" <gordon.cathey@gmail.com>
bcc
Subject Re: Viet Nam Martyrs contacts.

Melissa,
1. I hope you are able to follow up some of the leads David has provided. He is the best "historian"
among former Viet Nam missionaries and, as he has indicated, works on the Viet Nam History Project.
However, David, who lives and works regionally out of Bangkok Thailand for World Vision is a very busy
man and the History Project is an avocation he can follow only as he has time. (BTW, David is the son of
Esther and John Fitzstevens who were missionaries to VN and Grandson of earlier C&MA VN
missionaries the Van Hines).
2. Gordon and Astrid Cathey will be the best leads for the Griswold family I think. Their eddress is:
gordon.cathey@gmail.com
3. Michael Benge was not a missionary but was captured soon after Betty Olsen from Banmethuot. She
saved his life. He buried her after she died from illness and malnutrition in the jungle near the
VN/Cambodia border. There is a lot of online info that can be Googled about Benge. I don't have a
current eddress but, should you wish to contact him the last address (of public record) is:

Michael D. Benge
2300 Pimmit Dr., #604-W
Falls Church, VA 22043
(202) 712-048 (W)
(703) 698-8256 (H)
4. Melissa, I realize that your "project" must be self-limiting. However, when you are honoring the "Viet
Nam Martyrs" I think you really must include Alliance missionary Archie Mitchell who was captured by
the Viet Cong from his home in Banmethuot, taken in the night from his family, marched away into the
jungle, and has never been accounted for since them. It is presumed he also died in captivity. Archie is
not always counted among the "martyrs" because, for many years his family, indeed the rest of us,
hoped against hope that he would be found alive and rescued.
Archie's wife/widow is Betty Mitchell who may be contacted through Archie and Betty's daughter, Geri
Eban: KGEBAN@aol.com Betty's snail mail address is in the C&MA Directory under "Retired Workers."

Another Mitchell daughter is Rebecca Mitchell Thompson RN, who is married to Dr. David Thompson,
Medical Director of the Christian and Missionary Alliance Hospital in Bongolo, Gabon. Dave and Becky
have served in Gabon for many years.
5. At least one other former missionary to Viet Nam (Lillian Phillips) is also trying to track down Wilting
relatives. She will contact you directly when and if she finds this information.
6. When you have compiled all this information, I wonder if you would be willing to share it with me so
that I might share it with our Viet Nam Colleagues email group, and David Fitzstevens in particular
Marjorie Cline

From: David Fitzstevens@wvi.org
Sent: Wednesday, July 30, 2008 11:44 PM
To: Melissa.Hickey@nyack.edu
Cc: 8mjc35@comcast.net
Dear Melissa,
I understand you are trying to track down the family members of the Vietnam
martyrs.
I have some leads for you from the data base I have been building on those
who served in Vietnam for the Indochina history preservation project,
which may require a phone call or two to follow up but I think you will
find the folks you are looking for.
GRISWOLD family:
Carolyn had a brother Bob and a sister Joyce. I don't have any leads for
Joyce. I don't where Bob is or if he is still living, but his first wife
was Audrey Poling
Audrey Poling
5884 Glen Eagle Way
Stuart, FL 33997
772-286-7874
I passed on a set of articles and letters that Gordon and Astrid Cathey had
collected (Carolyn was a member of the White Plains Alliance church where
Gordon and Astrid pastored before going to Vietnam) as Bob and Audrey's two
daughters were quite interested in their aunt, as I understand, maybe they
could come.
I have scanned copies of those pieces. Incidentally, we recently had
Carolyn's photo album in the CMA archives scanned as well. Astrid Cathey
may have some leads for you.
OLSEN Family
Betty Olsen's parents were CMA misionaries to Africa, so she was born in
Bouake, Ivory Coast....her mom, Elizabeth Kennedy died of cancer in 1953
and her dad remarried - Gene Sperling. Betty had one sister - Marilyn.
I don't have any contact info for Marilyn - I know she was mentioned in a
special website that commemorates Betty's life
The following websites commemorates her life: (I see you have some good
material there at the Nyack website as well)
http://www. sgtmajor. net/dak8f. htm
http://members.aol.com/bear317d/olsen.htm
Mike Benge, who was captured with her, and whose life was saved by her, is
in the Washington, DC area...

VIETTI
Here is a website that commemorates Ardel Vietti's life:
http://members.aol.com/bear317d/vietti.htm
The site requests people not to contact her relatives, which means there
are some but I am sure this would be different so don't let that stop you.
Ardel was a twin so I can't help but believe there are nieces and nephews
but I have not dug through the material we have so don't have any leads at
this point, something I was planning to pursue but have not had time to do
so. If you are hitting a wall on that, please let me know, might give me a
good motivation to go digging.
One person that you might want to consider including, even though he was
not C&MA, since whenever we prayed for the release of the captured 3
missionaries, that included Dan Gerber, we always included him in our
prayers and he was engaged to Betty Olsen...
This event you folks are planning is also a special opportunity to gather
some stories and materials for the history project. I would very much like
to discuss with you the possibility of documenting the event itself
and getting people on camera that attend to talk about how these folks
impacted their lives etc. This is a once in a life time kind of
opportunity that we need to work with. When is this event? Are there any
details you can tell me about it? I would like to come if I can.
Hope this helps,
Thank you,
David
David Fitzstevens
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