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J3 I C E i s basic to the economy of 
X . V iet Nam, the commodity upon 

which eighty per cent of the population 
depend for income and surv iva l . Before 
Wor ld War I I the Indochina provinces 
which now form south Viet Nam 
exported over one m i l l i on metric tons 
a year. I n 1960. due to increase i n 

Harvesting 

population and per capita consump­
tion, exports amounted to less than 
one-half th i s f igure, even though rice 
production exceeded prewar levels. 
More than two-th i rds of the i n ­
habitants Of free Viet Nam l ive in 
r u ra l areas w i t h eighty-five per cent 
of the cultivated land sown to rice. 

T i l l i n g the s o i l w i th buffalo-
drawn plows, sowing seed i n carefully 
irr igated fields, transplanting tender 
rice shoots, cult ivating and continual 
care un t i l the rice t u rns f rom a lush 
green to a golden brown, ripe to 
harvest, a l l requires months of diligent 
toi l . S ta l k s are cut, bundled and carried 
to the threshing floor. Af ter threshing 
comes the process of winnowing, s i f t ­
ing, separating and storing ready for 
delivery and consumption. 

Miss ionary endeavor i s s im i l a r to 
these var ious phases of growing rice 
resul t ing in a harvest as people are 
won to the Savior . W i l l you j o i n 
us i n prayer as fel low-laborers i n th i s 
great task ? 
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SEVENTEENTH PARALLEL EVANGELISM 

E L E V E N hundred ki lometers north 
of Saigon, l y ing between the 

South China Sea and the high rugged 
mountains that divide Viet Nam from 
Laos, i s one of the largest pioneer 
areas i n free Viet Nam — the province 
of Quang T r i . Farming some of the 
poorest so i l along the narrowest s t r ip 
of land i n al l V iet Nam are close to 
300,000 people. 

T h e Geneva Agreement of 1954 par­
titioned north and south Viet Nam at 
Quang T r i province. Jus t a few steps 

over the free side, simple peasants 
unconcernedly plow their fields and 
plant their r ice as their ancestors 
have done for the past 2,000 years. 
Bondage and fear fill the i r hearts 
because of animism and ancestor 
worship, whi le at the same time 
their l i ves are filled w i t h arduous 
to i l , extreme poverty and perpetual 
sickness. F r o m morning t i l l night 
their thoughts are turned to provid­
ing for the needs of that day, for 
food i s scarce. Hence l i t t le thought i s 
given to their sp i r i tua l needs. 
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I n 1936 the f i r s t attempt was made 
by our miss ionar ies to wi tness the 
Gospel among these people. A l te r four 
years of concentrated effort i n one 
area, l i t t le resu l ts were achieved, and 
the rented chapel was closed. M i ss i on ­
aries and national worke rs were few, 
so i t was not un t i l 1957 that a second 
attempt was made when a month-long 
tent campaign was held i n the capital 
city of Quang T r i . Again resu l ts were 
few. Only a sma l l number believed i n 
Chr is t . B u t « God w o r k s i n myster ious 
ways. H i s wonders to pe r fo rm. . Out of 
t h i s group there were a few farmers 
who would one day fo rm the nucleus 
of the first church i n Quang T r i . 

A year later missionar ies f rom the 
bordering province j oy fu l l y accepted 
an invitat ion to preach the Gospel 
to some interested farmers l i v i ng i n 
Long Quang. Not a few turned to the 
Lord . What a t h r i l l i t was to see 
that « good s o i l . at last had been 
discovered! More meetings were ar­
ranged, and w i t h i n two months scores 
of rice farmers turned f rom idolatry. 
Af ter so many years of barrenness, 
God was calling out a Church for 
H imse l f . 

Satan does not give up h is ter r i tor ies 
easily. A series of events followed 
which caused t h i s wonderful harvest 
almost to be lost. Seasonal flood 
waters prevented regular contact; 
the fa l l r ice harvest demanded the 
farmers' attention; int imidation by 
men of authority and the impr ison­
ment of one of the strongest converts 
al l contributed i n overtaking t h i s first 
group of believers. B u t God was 
mindfu l of their need ! Several months 
later permission was granted for the 
first missionar ies to take up residence 
i n th i s province. Together wi th a 
national worker, we sought to regather 
the harvest. 

Only a few of the 170 who had 
prayed remained true. B u t then v is i ta ­
t ion and encouragement resulted i n 
some of those who had fallen away 

to come back, whi le s t i l l others 
believed. A t Chr istmas time a simple 
thatch chapel was erected for their 
special program. A new sp i r i t of en­
thusiasm and hope prevailed. Before 
long the Chr is t ians began work on 
their new cement church building, 
the first one i n the province. W i th 
great rejoicing i t was dedicated to the 
Lord i n August, 1960. Pra ise God! 
There i s now a group of 160 Chr is t ians 
at Long Quang, and the possibi l i t ies 
for growth are most encouraging. 

About th i s t ime God led a needy 
school teacher to us. Out of work , h i s 
wi fe having j u s t died leaving him 
w i th s i x children and facing eviction 
f rom h i s home because of indebtedness 
to the government, the man was in 
desperate st ra i ts . God wonderful ly 
saved h im and used h im to penetrate 
the populous area of An Tho , Upon 
h i s invitat ion, several ser ies of meet­
ings were conducted and i n a short 
time over fifty turned to the Lord . 
A national worker was placed i n the 
village and a chapel opened. B y the 
spr ing of 1961 we l l over a hundred 
people believed i n Chr is t . 

Upon seeing the new Long Quang 
church building, the An T h o believers 
were deeply impressed. Discussion 
and prayer resulted i n a decision to 
launch their own bui lding program, 
even though they had no money and 
had j u s t suffered a ser ious flood. God 
always undertakes when fai th i s 
exercised. Together they trusted H i m 
to supply their need for food, as they 
sacrif icially gave 391 days of labor on 
the church. W i t h great joy and thank­
fulness the bui ld ing was completed by 
the end of November, j u s t fifteen 
months after these Chr is t ians had 
believed. 

God was moving i n s t i l l another 
area. T h e latter part of January, 1961 
nine men f rom B i n h An, meaning 
peace, came to the Long Quang 
church. Af ter hearing the message of 
God they believed. T h e fol lowing 
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week a group of us t rudged through 
sand and water , wind and rain to meet 
the new believers and preach to the 
villagers. Praise G o d ! Over fifty 
people tu rned to Christ after hear ing 
the Gospel on two occasions. This 
fishing village was beginning to ex­
perience the t rue meaning of peace. 
Throughout this past year regular 
weekly services have been held with 
ten families s tanding fast in the Lord. 
Pray that the Binh An Christians 
will be the means of reaching many 
other crowded fishing villages nearby. 

Although there had been much 
preaching and visitation in the village 
of True Khe, five miles from the 
n t h Parallel , there was but one 
believer. After opening the An Tho 
church we were able to re tu rn to 
True Khe and marveled to see how 
God had worked. A young farmer 
turned to the Lord after observing the 
conduct of this Christ ian and hearing 
the Gospel. He became the key man 
in the village and has been instru­
mental in bringing several of his 
brothers and relatives to the Lord. 
Twice a week this group of Christians 
meets for prayer and worship. 

Evangelistic meetings were conduct­
ed during the summer of 1961 at Ha 
Thanh, three miles south of the 
Parallel. Fifty turned to the Lord. 
This was the fifth group of believers. 
A national worker is now living 
there with people continuing to come 
to his thatch-roofed home for instruc­
tion in the things of God. Christmas 
1961 was the first Christmas for these 
believers. What a touching experience 
it was to listen to the children give 
recitations and to see the glow of joy 
on the faces of pa ren t s ! 

God in His mercy has seen fit to 
give the people of Quang Tri province 
another opportunity to respond to His 
message of love. Praise G o d ! Some 
have. May many more believe while 
they have freedom to do so. 

Irrigating 

Threshing 



The Daniel Bordreuil Family 

ALIENS AND PILGRIMS 
In question and answer form we 

have the testimony of Rev. D. P. 
Bordreu i l , one of our French m i ss ion ­
ar ies, who has done a commendable 
piece of work his first term in Viet 
Nam. — Ed i to rs 

H O W D I D Y O U H A P P E N T O E N T E R 
T H E A L L I A N C E ? 
I had a call to miss ionary service 

before I ever heard of T h e Chr is t ian 
and Miss ionary Alliance. I came to 
learn more about our Society, to love 
i t and become part of i t after applying 
as a miss ionary to Viet Nam. At that 
time i t was the only evangelical 
miss ion in the country. 

H O W D I D Y O U R E C E I V E Y O U R 
C A L L T O V I E T - N A M 7 
I n 1949 at a French Keswick Con­

vention I learned that Rev. Jean Fune 
was the only French Protestant 
miss ionary i n Viet Nam. Considering 
the colonial relationship between 
France and Viet Nam, I was st i r red 
by the fact that French churches had 
failed to wi tness there for Chr is t . 
T h i s prepared me for God's call to 
become the second French Protestant 
miss ionary to Viet Nam. 

H O W D I D Y O U M E E T Y O U R W I F E ? 
Pemmy was born in Holland, but 

after Wor ld War I I went w i th her 
parents to South Afr ica. Later she 
went to France to study at the A i x -
Marsei l le U n i v e r s i t y whi le I was 

there i n my last year of Seminary. 
After our marriage, we spent eighteen 
diff icult but enlightening months at 
Nyack Miss ionary College. U .S .A . 

W H E R E H A V E Y O U W O R K E D I N 
V I E T N A M ? 

Despite many t r i a l s during the first 
two years of language study, the 
Lo rd proved H i s fa i thfulness to us. 
Our appointment to Phan Th ie t helped 
us break the language barrier. 

Near our home we opened a Book-
room. Here we have had the joy of 
leading people to Chr is t through 
Chi ldren's Meetings and E n g l i s h 
classes. Special meetings i n the d is ­
tr ict also have been f r u i t f u l . Too, 
monthly Eng l i sh services for U S army 
personnel i n our area have been a 
part of our m in i s t r y . 

W H A T A R E Y O U R P L A N S F O B 
T H E F U T U R E ? 
Our hearts are i n the work here, 

but we have accepted an appointment 
by the Society to remain in France 
after fur lough to promote Alliance 
missions. There i s great need to 
organize prayer groups, hold M iss ion ­
ary Meetings and witness to the 
numerous Vietnamese students in 
P a r i s introducing them to evangel­
ical churches both i n France and in 
their home country. 

Please pray for us that we shal l 
have wisdom and courage for such a 
fr ightening undertaking. 
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"\7 I E T N A M E S E t r ad i t i on ho lds 
» t h a t t he r i g h t of i n h e r i t a n c e 

be longs to t he e ldes t l iv ing son. I n ­
c luded in this r i g h t is t h e d u t y of 
offering incense c n t h e fami ly a l t a r . 
Af te r t he d e a t h of m y t w o o lde r 
b ro the r s , this t a sk b e c a m e m i n e . 

G iven to t h e idea ls of Confu­
c ianism a n d B u d d h i s m , m y f a t h e r 
was u n e q u a l e d in our c o m m u n i t y 
in t he use of c h a r m s a n d fet ishes. 
As a sma l l child, t h e y m a d e a deep 
impress ion u p o n m e . T h e o lde r I 
g rew, t he m o r e zea lous I b e c a m e in 
my p a r e n t s ' re l ig ion . 1 r espec ted 
o the r re l ig ions , r e a d i n g m u c h of 
t he i r l i t e r a t u r e . B u t t h e Gospel did 
no t yet i n t e re s t m e . T h r o u g h the 
pe r suas ion of a p e r s i s t e n t Chr i s t i an 
fr iend, h o w e v e r , I a g r e e d to C' .end 
a service , o n l y to obse rve . 

One day, a b o u t a y e a r la ter , m y 
h e a r t w a s s u d d e n l y se ized b y fear . 
I s aw mysel f abou t to die. As I 
r ec i t ed a B u d d h i s t p r a y e r a s t r a n g e 
voice said, « O n l y J e s u s s a v e s . » 
T h e m o r e I c h a n t e d t h e m o r e 
ins i s ten t was t h e voice . T h e n I 
r eca l l ed t h e occasion w h e n the 
pas to r h a d u s e d a book w h i l e 
p r each ing . I n e e d e d t h a t book a n d 
sen t for it. I t w a s t he Bible . No t 
un t i l I h a d finished the four Gospels 
a n d t h e Ac t s did I s top r ead ing . 1 
l e a r n e d t h a t on ly J e s u s C h r i s t can 
save s inners . Af te r s eve ra l days of 
h e a r t s t r u g g l e I s u r r e n d e r e d to 
H i m . 

Pe r secu t ion fo l lowed w h e n I w i t ­
nessed to m y fami ly . Re l a t i ve s 
i n su l t ed m e . M y fa the r t h r e a t e n e d 
to bea t m e to dea th . A n a u n t 
a t t e m p t e d to a r r a n g e a m a r r i a g e for 
m e in to a r i ch family , hop ing 1 
would fo rsake fol lowing Chr is t . 
Unsuccessful in conv inc ing m e , m y 
fa the r d r o v e m e f rom h o m e . I t w a s 

w h i l e in t he fu rnace of t e s t i n g t h a t 
t h e L o r d ca l led m e in to H i s serv ice . 

Ten y e a r s l a t e r t h e L o r d led m e 
back to vis i t m y p a r e n t s . On S u n d a y 
t h e y wi l l ing ly w e n t to c h u r c h w i t h 
me , a n d t h e r e t h e y p o u r e d o u t t he i r 
h e a r t s in s imp le w o r d s of r e p e n t ­
ance a n d accep tance of Chr i s t . 
Fa i th fu l m e m b e r s w h o h a d p r a y e d 
w i t h m e for" t h a t m o m e n t echoed 
w o r d s of p ra i se to God. S ince t h a t 
t ime t h i r t y m e m b e r s of m y family 
h a v e been saved . I h a v e ga ined s 
t r u e i nhe r i t ance in C h r i s t ! 

A TRUE 

INHERITANCE 
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Mr. Phi 

Mr. Ma 
THIRTEEN DISCIPLES 

Mr. Hiea Mr. Binh Mr. Kink 

Mr. Khai 

Mr. Phong 

Mr. Nguyen 

i I C T U R E D here are thirteen young 
men who graduated i n A p r i l 

from the Nhatrang B ib le Inst i tute. 

P H I — Our . Peter. . quick to 
express an opinion, and straight i n 
h is ideas of r ight and wrong. I n h i s 
two years of practical m i n i s t r y he 
i did the wo rk of an evangelist. • 

MA — Steady, consistent and dedi­
cated to Chr is t . T h i s young man has 
stood out i n h i s over-al l devotion to 
Chr i s t , application to h i s studies and 
quiet influence among h i s fellow 
students. 

KHAI — E v e r y class has i t s poet. 
Kha i has a subtle sense of humor and 
a flare for entertaining h i s fel low 
students w i th some very apt com­
ments at the r igh t moment. A n excel­
lent preacher. 

PHONG — Perhaps the clearest 
th inker of the senior class. Phong, w i th 
excellent abi l i ty i n h i s own language, 
could we l l become an outstanding 
teacher of the Word. 

NGUYEN — A n inexperienced young 
man when he went near the 17th 
Paral le l to serve h i s two years i n the 
• harves t . . God molded h im and h i s 
wife into precious vessels. He has a 
genuine love for h i s people and the 
abi l i ty to bui ld a sol id work. 

Mr. Pkhn 



Mr. Van Mr. Daong 

PHDSN — Soi l -spoken, quiet and 
unassuming — first contact would 
make one wonder about th i s lad. Yet 
facts are revealing. He served w i t h 
remarkable blessing near mountainous 
jungles. No complaints, j u s t a steady 
. w i t n e s s . and a constant endeavor 
to • make Chr is t known. » 

HIEU — God led t h i s young man to 
a diff icult area. I t drove h im to d is ­
cover a secret. P r a y e r : consistent, 
definite, inclusive. And God responded. 
Great testing came th is year when 
h i s young wi fe passed away very 
suddenly. A victorious testimony as 
God led h im through the tire, 

. BDJH — A new work and a f isher 
among men of the sea. Hundreds 
came to Chr is t . Proof again that the 
• quiet young man > often i s much 
used of God when he i s given to the 
Savior. 

KINH — Quiet, ser ious and mature, 
th i s lad was sent to min is te r to a new 
church of some 3 0 0 Chr is t ians meeting 
i n a thatch chapel. Before leaving he 
dedicated a new church bui lding and 
witnessed God's outpoured blessing 
upon the congregation. 

VAN — A s every class has i t s poet, 
so i t has i t s Socrates — the questioner, 
keeping things interesting i n the class-

Mr, Qnang Mr. A 

room. T h i s i s Van, p lus a generous 
streak of humor. F o r one year he 
served w i th the distr ict evangelist. 
T h e n he ably served a new church 
near the 17th Paral le l . 

DUONG — Another quiet, soft-spoken 
lad, who i n spite of physical weak­
ness was used of God to strengthen 
the church i n L a Ha i . T h e Gospel 
was spread throughout h i s area, at 
present a trouble spot. 

QUANG — T h e fact that h i s branch 
church lay some ten mi les distant did 
not hinder t h i s lad i n the least. T o 
the contrary, he gave h imsel f i n such 
a way that the resu l ts meant the 
upbuilding of a smal l par ish unto the 
glory of God. 

A — Pleasant and easi ly met, A 
served on the Gospel Boat for one 
year. More than 100 came to Chr i s t 
through th is wi tness. T rans fe r r i ng to 
two smal l churches for h i s second 
year, A served we l l i n the midst of 
constant enemy threat. 

Th i r teen disciples. Th i r teen m i l l i on 
Vietnamese. T h i s year they jo in I n 
gathering the ripened harvest. W i l l 
you take time r ight now to pray for 
them ? T h e y need i t , and so does 
Viet N a m ! 
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DAISY w a s w e e p i n g as she 
w a i t e d a t t h e a i rpor t . I t w o u l d 

be seve ra l y e a r s be fo re s h e w o u l d 
see aga in these f r iends w h o h a d 
h e l p e d h e r s ince fleeing f rom n o r t h 
Viet N a m , T h e t h o u g h t of going to 
a n o t h e r n e w p l ace w a s d readfu l . 

A d j u s t m e n t s a t t he Al l i ance Bible 
S e m i n a r y in Hong K o n g w e r e diffi­
cult . Daisy h a d been used to h a v i n g 
a s e r v a n t do th ings for her , b u t 
t h e r e s h e h a d to do h e r s h a r e in 
c l ean ing the d o r m i t o r y . How w o u l d 
s h e m a k e ou t ? 

Six yea r s h a v e gone by, and w i t h 
t h e m Daisy h a s l e a r n e d m a n y 
prec ious lessons . Now, qu i t e m a t u r e 
and a s s u r e d of God ' s l e ad ing to 
c o m e to Vie t N a m . she is w o r k i n g 
w i t h u s a m o n g the C h i n e s e of Da 
N a n g . P r a i s e God for a n s w e r e d 
p r a y e r in t he a r r i v a l of this co­
w o r k e r ! 

Daisy K w o k is t he first mi s s iona ry 
sen t ou t by t he Ch inese Miss ionary 
Fe l lowsh ip of our Hong K o n g 
Al l iance chu rches . T h e y p r o v i d e d 
for h e r outfit and passage to D a 
Nang in add i t ion to pay ing t w o -
t h i r d s of h e r s a l a ry un t i l such t i m e 
as t he Ch inese Chr i s t i ans a r e ab le 

to t a k e on h e r full suppor t . Las t 
year ' s Sou theas t As ia Confe rence 
at Z a m b o a n g a doub t l e s s s p a r k e d 
th i s vision of foreign miss ions . 

Since t he beg inn ing of t h e w o r k 
h e r e a m o n g C h i n e s e t w o y ea r s ago, 
al l w h o h a v e confessed fa i th in 
Chr i s t a r e y o u n g people . Engl i sh 
classes h a v e b e e n a m e a n s of contac t 
to encourage a t t e n d a n c e at serv ices . 
B a c k g r o u n d s of ido la t ry , ances to r 
w o r s h i p or ma te r i a l i s t i c a m b i t i o n s 
a r e b inding, m a k i n g i t difficult for 
m a n y to t a k e a firm, bold s t a n d for 
t he L o r d . W e long t h a t those w h o 
have p r a y e d shal l go on to b a p t i s m 
and fear lessness in wi tness ing . 

W i t h i n t he pas t t w o m o n t h s t h r e e 
more y o u n g peop le h a v e p r a y e d . 
O n e of these , a y o u n g g i r l , w a s 
u rged for a decis ion to accep t t he 
L o r d b u t repl ied , « I m u s t wa i t 
un t i l I u n d e r s t a n d God ' s W o r d 
be t t e r . » Before t h e l u n a r N e w Y e a r 
she said. « N o w I w a n t to accep t 
Chr is t . » W h a t a joy to h e a r h e r 
p r a y t he p e n i t e n t ' s p r a y e r ! P lease 
jo in w i t h us in p r a y i n g t h a t she and 
o t h e r s wi l l g r o w in grace, k n o w ­
ledge and zeal, to be an a t t r a c t i v e 
influence a m o n g o t h e r y o u n g people , 
t h a t t h e y too shal l y ie ld to Chr i s t . 
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A MIGHTY 

VOICE 

J U S T seven years ago the Gospel 
radio and recording m i n i s t r y i n 

Viet Nam was i n i t s infancy. A t that 
time there were three fifteen-minute 
daily programs through F a r East 
Broadcasting Company faci l i t ies i n 
Manila and a half-hour weekly program 
over a local station. Today, free radio 
t ime and public address broadcasts 
total 21 hours weekly. T h i s i s t r u l y a 
mighty voice, preaching the Gospel on 
s i x local radio stations covering nearly 
al l of free Viet Nam in addition to 
the short wave stations at Manila 
beamed into both north and south 
Viet Nam. 

March f i r s t marked the beginning 
of Gospel programs for French-speak­
ing people of th i s land beamed f rom 
Manila. Recently we have been asked 
to provide Vietnamese Gospel pro­
grams for a new Chr is t ian radio sta­
t ion soon to operate i n Aust ra l ia . T i m e 
has been requested on T r a n s - W o r l d 
Radio i n Monte Carlo for a m i n i s t r y 
among the thousands of Vietnamese 
in France. 

Let ters f rom a number of l is teners 
who have believed i n Ch r i s t as a re ­
su l t of these programs have been a 
source of encouragement. Several s o l -

Broadcasting Gospel Music 

diers have wri t ten tel l ing of their new­
found faith. Some have told u s of 
whole fami l ies being baptized and now 
attending church regular ly. Others 
have wr i t ten requesting Scr ipture 
portions. T h i s mighty voice i s being 
heard i n the homes of off icials. R e ­
cently M r . Giap, our announcer, gave 
th is report. A s he was bicycling home 
at noon, al l along the way he heard 
radios i n restaurants, shops and homes 
tuned to the monthly youth broadcast 
w i th Rev, Le hoang P h u as the speaker. 

F r o m student l is teners we have had 
such responses as, • I am getting an 
education but I need a rel igion * — 
. te l l me more about Jesus . — • help 
me in my t h i n k i n g . — . please send 
me a B ib le » — and f rom a young 
boy, — . 1 have accepted Chr is t and 
I know he saves, but my fami ly i s 
persecuting me. Please do not forget 
me. • H e gave us the address of a 
f r iend where we can contact him 
fur ther. 

T h i s i s today's Macedonian Cal l 
right f rom the hearts of these people. 
Pray w i t h u s that there sha l l be not 
only a large l istening audience, but 
also a great number who sha l l obey the 
call to repentance and salvation. 
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Up the Saigon River 

i-

Mr, dc Mrs Paul B- Carls'):! 

Opening a new street chapel 

OBSTACIES 

A S the F r e n c h ship D ' A R T A G -
N A N d o c k e d in Saigon on 

J a n u a r y 16, 1926, t w o y o u n g m i s ­
s ionar ies a b o a r d felt th i s w a s t h e 
fulfi lment of t he i r p r a y e r s and 
hopes. C e r t a i n l y it w a s t he c u l m i n a ­
t ion of a ser ies of e v e n t s t h a t coud be 
l abe l led « m i s s i o n a r y p r e p a r a t i o n , 
s t u d y i n g a t St . P a u l a n d N y a c k Mis ­
s iona ry Colleges, m a r r i a g e , a p a s ­
t o r a t e in t he N o r t h w e s t Dis t r ic t , 
s even m o n t h s of l a n g u a g e s t u d y in 
F r a n c e , a n d t h e n Indoch ina (now 
cal led Vie t N a m ) . 

F r e n c h r u l e w a s in full s w a y a n d 
th i s d id m u c h t o color o u r first i m ­
press ions . E v e r y w h e r e t h e r e w a s 
ev idence of E u r o p e a n c u l t u r e w h i c h 
t e n d e d to soften t he i m p a c t b e t w e e n 
W e s t a n d Eas t . B u t w h o could p r a i s e 
t h e t e x t b o o k s w h i c h t h e F r e n c h h a d 
p r e p a r e d for V ie tnamese l a n g u a g e 
s t u d y ? N e v e r t h e l e s s , a f ter e l e v e n 
m o n t h s of s t u d y we w e r e appo in t ed 
to a d i s t r ic t a n d to ld to p r e a c h . W e 
h a v e b e e n do ing so eve r since. 

Miss ionary w o r k s e e m e d to be a 
c o m p o u n d of obs tac les a n d c h a l ­
lenges . Because our Mission h a d no 
cars , t r a v e l w a s done on busses , 
t r a i n s , ho r seca r t s , boats , bicycles , 
r i c k s h a s a n d oxca r t s . I n 1926 t h e r e 
w e r e b u t a few chu rches in sou th 
Viet N a m . T h e r e w e r e no o rda ined 
pas to rs , a n d i n e x p e r i e n c e d p r e a c h e r s 
got t he i r messages w i t h o u t benefit 
of t he Old T e s t a m e n t , wh ich w a s 
no t y e t t r a n s l a t e d . 

Of necess i ty bap t i sms , ded ica t ion 
of ch i l d r en a n d m a r r i a g e s a w a i t e d 
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AND CHALLENGES 

t he a r r i v a l of t he miss ionary . Often 
we w e r e a w a y f rom h o m e t h r e e o r 
four days e a c h week , p r each ing , 
v is i t ing , t each ing s ing ing a n d con ­
t ac t ing officials. D u r i n g o u r first 
t e r m w e e x p e r i m e n t e d w i t h some 
success in m a k i n g o u r h y m n s m o r e 
s ingab le and p r o d u c i n g some n e w 
ones . Th i s gene ra l p a t t e r n w a s 
a l t e r e d s o m e w h a t d u r i n g the four 
y e a r s we t a u g h t in t h e T o u r a n e 
Bib le School . More recen t ly w e 
p r e p a r e d S u n d a y School lessons for 
t he Na t iona l C h u r c h a n d took p a r t 
in S h o r t T e r m Bib le School m i n i s ­
t r ies . B u t p r e a c h i n g God ' s W o r d to 
Chr i s t i ans a n d u n b e l i e v e r s h a s been 
the b u r d e n of o u r h e a r t s . 

J a n u a r y , 1961 m a r k e d o u r a p ­
p o i n t m e n t to t h e g r e a t c i ty of 
S a i g o n - C h o l o n in a n effort to open 
n e w chu rches . If w e w e r e u n a w a r e 
of it before , w e n o w k n o w t h a t 
th i s is a fo rmidab le u n d e r t a k i n g . 
O n e fact is i m m e d i a t e l y ev iden t , 
if s p i r i t u a l l y - m i n d e d peop le a r e 
zea lous for s u c h a p r o g r a m , S a t a n 
is ju s t as zea lous ly aga ins t it. T h e 
•* anc ien t foe » of L u t h e r ' s h y m n is 
a v e r y p r e s e n t foe. Only t he pos i t ive 
fact t h a t w e h a v e t h e « r i g h t M a n 
on our s ide s g ives us c o u r a g e to 
press on to e s t ab l i sh Gospel c e n t e r s 
in e v e r y s t r a t eg ic a r ea of t h i s c i ty 
of over t w o mi l l ion people . 

W h e n t h e first chape l w a s opened , 
i t did no t rece ive t he full c o - o p e r a ­
t ion of t h e ex is t ing chu rches . A l ­
t h o u g h t h e r e w e r e some fo r ty 
conve r t s , it w a s dec ided to d iscon­
t i n u e m e e t i n g s a t t he e n d of a yea r . 
O u r second a t t e m p t w a s a t B a n Co, 

A,j 

a n d a g a i n o u r * anc ien t foe » t r i ed 
to w o r k us w o e t h r o u g h dissens ion 
a m o n g t h e C h r i s t i a n s of t h e spon­
sor ing c h u r c h . B u t t he « r i g h t M a n » 
ove r ru l ed , a n d n o w t h e r e is a n 
aggres s ive c h u r c h s u p p o r t i n g the i r 
o w n p a s t o r a n d g r a d u a l l y a d d i n g to 
a fund for a p e r m a n e n t p lace of 
w o r s h i p . 

W e fel t t h a t a l o n g - r a n g e p r o g r a m 
w a s n e c e s s a r y to r each o u r goal of 
a m i n i m u m of t w e n t y n e w c h u r c h e s . 
A t h r e e - p o i n t p r o g r a m w a s ou t l ined 
w i t h e m p h a s i s on « e v a n g e l i s m in 
d e p t h s a n d sys t ema t i c v is i ta t ion of 
e v e r y h o m e in a g iven a r ea . A 
specia l l e t t e r a n d a t r a c t a r e d i s ­
t r i b u t e d in e a c h h o m e w h i l e t he 
v is i t ing t e a m no t e s t h e reac t ions . 
T h e s e a r e classified as opposed , in-
different, o r we lcome , a n d e a c h is 
sub jec t to a different a p p r o a c h 
l a t e r on. 

H o w is t h e p r o g r a m w o r k i n g ? 
W i t h v a r y i n g r e su l t s i t h a s been 
t r i e d a t t h r e e m o r e chape l s . T h e r e 
w e r e ove r s ix ty decis ions a t D a k a o , 
on ly t e n a t P h u T h o a n d a b o u t 
t h i r t y a t P h a m T h e Hien . L i k e any 
p l an , t h e r e su l t s a r e p r o p o r t i o n a t e 
to t h e zeal a n d effort p u t in to it. 

A l t h o u g h the evange l i s t i c p r e a c h ­
ing h a s p r e s e n t e d c lear ly t h e w a y 
of sa lva t ion , s t i l l t h e v i s i t a t ion 
p r o g r a m has n o t b e e n i m p l e m e n t e d 
w i t h t h e zea l i t de se rves . As w e 
open m o r e chape l s w e ask you to 
p r a y t h a t those w h o k n o w the L o r d 
wi l l t a k e t i m e to te l l t hose w h o d o 
n o t k n o w H i m . Only t h e n can w e 
be a s su red t h a t t h e n e w C h u r c h -
p r o g r a m in Sa igon wi l l be effective. 

,13 



ixmm 

Mr. Quart teaching hymns. . . . . with converts 

PRISONERS FIND CHRIST 
6ij

 1
 Kutfce ''KexiCius 

. . . . through the ministry 

of a zealous banker. 

Mr. T r a n van Quan, head of the 
National Bank i n Can T h o , i s an 
ardent Chr is t ian. Some t h i r t y years 
ago he found the L o r d as h i s Sav ior 
wh i le i n Laos. Years later, l i v i n g i n 
Rach Gia, he was granted government 
permission to hold services i n the 
city pr ison. Over a period of two years 
more than 1,000 pr isoners accepted 
Chr is t . One of these converts i s now 
l i v ing i n Can Tho . Recently he wrote 
Mr . Quan asking to be introduced to 
the local church, which he wanted to 
attend. A chaplain met two other 
released pr isoners, now fervent 
Chr is t ians serving in the army. 

A shor t time ago Mr . Quan was 
transferred to Can T h o . Immediately 
upon h is ar r iva l he received permis­
s ion to hold a weekly service in the 
local pr ison which has 800 inmates. 
W i t h i n three months over 130 accept­
ed Chr is t , Fo l lowing h i s release, one 
of these pr isoners c a m e directly to 
see M r . Quan, He took h i m to church 
the fol lowing S u n d a y morning where 
he was introduced and gave h i s tes­
t imony. He had not heard about 
Chr i s t whi le l i v i ng in an isolated 

country area, but he had found Chr is t 
as a p r i soner ! 

Recently Mr . Quan has asked for 
o n l y inqu i re rs to gather e a c h 
Saturday evening. He teaches them 
the Word i n preparation for baptism. 
T h e latter part of February two special 
evangelistic services were held inv i t ­
ing a l l the inmates to attend. Close to 
three hundred attentive pr isoners 
gathered on both occasions w i t h 
fourteen accepting Chr i s t . Despite a 
busy schedule at the bank, Mr. Quan 
now desires to hold two weekly 
services — for preaching to the 
unsaved and for instruct ing believers. 

I n connection w i th th i s pr ison work 
Mr . Quan has opened a lovely read­
ing room. Trac ts , books and B ib les as 
wel l as Gospel magazines i n V ie t ­
namese, Chinese, French and E n g l i s h 
are displayed attractively. No doubt 
t h i s i s the f i r s t reading room of i t s 
k i n d i n a Vietnamese prison. F r o m 
early morning un t i l late at night the 
room i s filled, w i t h the seed being 
sown i n many hearts. 

Through t h i s zealous layman God 
has opened up a door of f r u i t f u l 
m i n i s t i y . 
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A Cultural article on CHILDBIRTH in country areas 
of Viet Nam 

Like A m e r i c a n m o t h e r s - to - be , 
V ie tnamese c o u n t r y w o m e n also 
p r e p a r e for ch i ldb i r th , b u t in qu i t e 
a different w a y . T w o clay cha rcoa l 
po t s , fuel a n d some onions a r e 
p u r c h a s e d ; specia l roots a n d leaves 
m u s t be g a t h e r e d ; a n d o ld c lo thes 
m e n d e d a n d p r e p a r e d for t h e n e w 
l i t t le one. W o r s h i p p i n g « B a C h u a » 
and h e r t w e l v e mid wives is a lso 
necessa ry , for t h e y give t h e b a b y 
a h e a l t h y body . 

Before t he baby comes , a sma l l 
r o o m is bu i l t especia l ly a t t h e back 
of t he house . T h e n e w m o t h e r wi l l 
l ive t h e r e for a m o n t h af ter t h e 
chi ld is born . D u r i n g th i s t i m e she 
wi l l u s e s e p a r a t e e a t i n g u tens i l s , 
for it is be l i eved t h a t if a m a t e 
chi ld eats f rom h e r d ishes or any 
of her le f tover food h e w i l l h e s tup id 
al l h is life. 

F o r a m o n t h p r i o r to b i r t h , t he 
m o t h e r d r i n k s a specia l p r e p a r a t i o n 
w h i c h s h e be l ieves washes t h e b a b y 
a n d assures a n easy de l ive ry . S h o r t ­
ly be fo re t h e b a b y ' s a r r i v a l s h e 
ba thes , a n d w a s h e s h e r ha i r w i t h 
a special soap m a d e f rom leaves . 
Th i s s h e wi l l no t do again for a 
m o n t h for fear of i l lness . 

Rice, l ean mea t , a n d sal ty, d r i ed 
fish cooked w i t h r e d p e p p e r is t h e 

n e w m o t h e r ' s diet . S h e d r i n k s on ly 
a v e r y b i t t e r so lu t ion m a d e f rom 
roots a n d leaves . C h a r c o a l fires b u r n 
u n d e r h e r bed, r e g a r d l e s s of w e a t h e r 
condi t ions to he lp h e r rega in 
s t r e n g t h qu ick ly . To i n s u r e beau ty , 
s h e p u t s sa l t w a t e r on h e r face 
t h r e e or four t i m e s da i ly and dr ies 
it ove r a cha rcoa l fire. 

S h o r t l y af ter c h i l d b i r t h one of 
t he f ami ly tosses on ions o n the fire 
so t h a t t h e odor wi l l d r i v e o u t ev i l 
sp i r i t s w h o m i g h t t r y t o t a k e t he 
infant . P e r f o r m i n g the c e r e m o n y of 
se l l ing t h e b a b y to * O n g Tao , » t h e 
g u a r d i a n spi r i t , is be l i eved to b r i n g 
a d d e d p ro tec t ion . H e w i l l g ive i t a 
different n a m e . If t h e chi ld is 
especia l ly p re t ty , a n u g l y n a m e is 
a p p r o p r i a t e . Before p u t t i n g c lo thes 
o n t h e b a b y t h e y a r e first t h r o w n 
on a dog. Sp i r i t s h a t e dogs a n d w i l l 
no t t a k e a ch i ld w h o w e a r s t h e 
c lo th ing of a dog. 

Fea r of sp i r i t s connec ted w i t h 
c h i l d b i r t h causes us to u n d e r s t a n d 
r e a d i l y w h y a w o m a n w o u l d b e 
s a d d e n e d a t t h e t h o u g h t of h a v i n g 
a n e w l i t t l e o n e . O h , t h a t t h e p o w e r 
of t h e Gospe l sha l l r e a c h m o r e of 
t he se w o m e n , se t t ing t h e m free 
f rom these f ea r s ! 
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NEWS NOTES 

FURLOUGH bound since our last 
issue: Mr. and Mrs. D.P. 

Bordreuil (France via U . S . A . ) , Mr. 
and Mrs. C.C. Fowler, Mr. D.S. 
Herendeen, and Mr. and Mrs. G.W. 
Hunt. Returned: Mr. and Mrs. I I .M. 
Collins, Mr. and Mrs. R.T. Henry, Mr. 
and Mrs. C.E. Travis, and Mr. and Mrs. 
G.W. Wood, after emergency furlough. 

R E J O I C E w i th us that visas have 
been granted for return ing and 

new missionar ies as we l l as one 
Chinese worker. We are happy for the 
ar r i va l of Chaplain and M r s . H . W. 
Webster to carry on lu l l - t ime m i n i s t r y 
at the American Community Church 
as we l l as among mi l i t a ry personnel. 
May our hearts be encouraged to 
believe God for an even greater 
increase i n personnel. 

4 new church has come into being 
j ^ i - at Binh Due in Quang Ngai pro­
vince. In a month's time sixty-one 
prayed for salvation. 

IN this issue you will have read 
about God's working in Quang Tri 

province, the opening of new churches 
in Saigon, the radio ministry and the 
Chinese work in Da Nang. Three new 
church buildings have been completed 
in Quang Ngai province despite 
poverty through crop loss. Special 
request for prayer was made for these 
phases of the work in past issues, and 
God has been pleased to answer. Let 
us remember to give praise for what 
He has done. Our God is worthy of all 
praise! 

PRAYER REMINDERS 

Y O U T H Centers have been 
established in the cities of 

Saigon, Hue, Da Nang and Bien Hon. 
Reading rooms. English classes and 
recreation are a means of attracting 
young people to listen to the Gospel 
through evangelistic meetings. Pray 
that many shall be won to Christ and 
established in Him. 

FO U R Chinese young people are 
desirous of entering the Alliance 

B ib le Seminary i n Hong Kong to 
prepare for the L o r d ' s work. Present 
government restr ict ions hinder them 
from obtaining exi t v isas which w i l l 
allow them to remain at school un t i l 
they have completed their studies. 
Pray that God w i l l open the way 
before them. 

I^ O R some unknown reason, fisher­
men along the Quang Ngai coast 

have been unable to catch enough 
fish for their own needs, let alone 
enough to se l l . A s a resul t , some 600 
Chr is t ians i n two fishing vi l lages are 
i r . want. T h e y need prayer that God 
w i l l undertake for their needs. 

C10NTINUE to uphold in prayer 
/ our National Church chairman. 

Rev. Doan van Mieng, and his com­
mittee. With the heavy responsibility 
of overseeing several hundred church­
es in addition to solving problems 
which arise from unrest within the 
country, they dally need God's 
anointing for their ministry and His 
wisdom in leading the work. 
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