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Attached is a repoxrt received from Ernest Fogg, Director,
Fund for Receonstruction and Reconciliation in Indochina,
on meetings with the Representatives of the DRVN and

RSVN (formerly PRG) in Hanoi and Hal Hung in June, 1975.

cc: Boyd Lowry
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The Pund Ffor Reconstruction and
Reconciliationh in Indochina

A_REPORT ON THE MESTINGS WITH THE REPRESENTATIVES
07 THE DV AL TED RSVN (formerly the PRG)
IN HANOT AND HAT JIUNG

(June 21-28, 1975)

In response te a letter asking for consultations on the new
cituation in the Sounth »nlus reviow of nrogress on the Hail Hung lospital
project, the FRRI reccived an invitation for the Chairman, Vice Chair-
man, and the Director to come to Harcei. FPamela Gruber substituted for
chairman, John Yap.

Conversations with Mme., Anh, RSVN Representative in Hanoi, covere
ed most of tho guestions raised by the teum. The suggestion that the
team wished te visit the Scuth and continue conversations there, was
met with full sympathy but also the explanation that travel arrange-
riante were difficult at present. The invitation originally extended
for Hoverber would hepefully still be owen. An invitation to the city
of Da Nang wag regretfally declined by the team because of the un-
certainiy of schedules for return to Hanoi.

Two days were spent in Hoal Hung and an additional day was spent
with technicians ¢f the Red Cross and the hosgpital.

DRVN-.~RED CROSS, PEACE COMMITTEER

‘The tcam was received by Mr. Npuyen An Tin, Vice Minister of
Public Health, who is a memher of both the Red Cross and the Psace
Commitiee; Mr. Yuav, Becretary of the Peace Committee; and Mr, Hicu,
member of the staff both of the Red Cross and Peace Committes.

. In his oponing romarks, Mr. Tin noted that it was guite fitting
that reprosentxt*vos of the WCC/FRRI who had visited before in the
midst of ths struggle, should come again now that peace and freedoﬁ
have coms to Vietham.

"In the war years, we achieved great things but at a very heavy
cost. Now we nust improve the status of the people, but there is a
greater task--ronairing the terrible destruction in the South. The
North must asslot the Souvh firste-where there is but a single grain
of rice, it must be sharad. After emergepcy aid, recoastruction,
mist follew. We¢ shall then reunify the country in a 'reasonable' lims ¥

YThe WCC/FRRI aroc in a position for special relationships in this

time for you were, you are, you will be our friends, TPlease coxtend
our feelings on this matter Yo all the national churches. Many have
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of new cquinment, VThe quality of diagnosis and ftreat-

ment has been improved mensurably by the new equipment.”

4, Plons for the now structure awnit the assistance cf the
Ministry of Public Works ond the Miristry of Public
Health.

5. Building susplies furnished by thoe FRRI are not exmect-
ed to complete the whole 500 bed hoopitel. Rather they
are = basic sunply of technical as well as building
sunnlics from which to draw. Local financing and local
supplics are to complete the buildings. ’

REPUBLIC OF SCUTH VIETNAM (Formcrly the PRE)

A meebing with Mme. Le Ngoc Anh and technicians from the stafl
of the REVN lasted most ol a morning. Her remorks were as follows:

WWe welecomn the WCC/FRRI, Since you were our friends in the time
of struggle, csnecially so now in thia time of joy for the Vietnomese
and 21l people. &Since the Seuth has becn liberated and zeace has
come, we remcmbor that you were our fricends in hard times.'

TAffer many years of straggle for liboration, the conseguonces
are incredibly heovy. Many were uncmployed undor the old regime.
How nust be added their soldiers and those formerly serving the wor
machine. In additior the discoses of that society vroeent a great
vroblem, including drug addiction and hundreds of thousands of
vroatitutes. The old soccicety Was 3 ceonsumer society devendant on
dperican money with cmphasis on commerce and trade rather than nro-
duction,™

Bafter liberation, we musi carry out social reforms, build a
redical network to hondlc drug addiction and eontageous disconses.
Uncemployment is & consenuencge of the forced regettlement and cvacun-
tion programs. In Saigon, of 4 million, only 1 millieon are emnloyad.
Peonle must return to their homes and we wmust help with transport and
materials for n start. VWe are grateful to the WCC for the emergency
aid thnt hoe holned with thie aroblewn.” - '

YWe are now in a second nhase encouraging workers and indus-
trialists to vesumc nroduction. We must clse provide Tertilizer and
farm machinery to rescttle evacuated peoulc and return war damopged
ficlds to produwction, Ve arc geeing some sotisfoctory results in
normalizing the life of the people, providing ordor and sccourity nand
reducing uncmwiloyment.’

“"Now is n time of recencilintion and comcord. With the help of
our friends around the world, we can succosd. So Tar those who hove
left the resettlement cemps to return hove numbered in the millions.”

o

In answer to guostions, the following statoments were made:
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1, iThg "fhird Torce paerple have been recognized in «
coelobration arennged by the government., I met Father
Ohrn Tin »pd many others.’  (Poather Chon Tia led in 2
ministry to fzmilies of »nolitical nrisoners and reccived
assistance via WOC/FRREI.)

2. WAL srisoners hove been reloased: ovea criminals, and
given a new chance. There is no hatred among Vieinans
ow iz the time for healing. My hrothers were coloncla
in the ARV, but they are still my fomily.'

Qe

%. VA1) the osrvhans arce Vietnamese! There will e no dis-
crimination. Their future is as citizons so we must
help them grow up to be the best. WwWe appreciated very
much the ‘buuunentg nrotesting the use of children ag
nelitienl nawns.

A full renort was gilven on emergency 2id surplics received to
date aleng with exproscions of awpreciation for the nrompt response
to the azrzal., A list was furnished after communicntion with their
committees in the South of items most needed for reconstruction.
The iist is feor tractora and cgricultural couivment designed to ro-
storc war damaged [iclds to production,

{5 _(VANGELICAL CHIRCH

The team wsrshijﬁﬁd with the Evangelical Church in Hanoi, Pastor
Thia veoceived the feonm far discussions after the service. It was noted
that many nmore youung men in upiform were preseunt than during the
Cetober visit

Pastor Thu described the plans of the Evangelical Church to worl
with the Evanpaelicnl church in the South towards reunification. He is
honeful}l of attending the WCE Assembly in Nairobi. The Evangelical
Church in Hai Buong which wag in process of rebuilding in October, 1974
wis comzloted before Christmas. The team was received by the Pastsr
and somc officoers of the church. It is noteworthy that funds to ro-
build the Teombod out chureh come from the Fatherland Front, which in-
zludos the Duddnisto, Cothalize, lzber unicns, ste.

.

SUNBAYY

Both the DRVH ond NOSVH cre rord at work to rostoroe war-torn

seeloty as well as the whr-torn countryside. Emphasis is at rnresoent
cn the ecneotigunl and kinshiw ties rather than on political or military
soelutions.  There is 2 great dom of —eont un family leyalties rslensod

9y the libsrntion. Traffic is heavy bath Northa ond South. Accommedn -
tions ar: over-taxad,.

Scrtembor is to he tho month to celcobrabe Vietnanese Netional
Daye DPreporations are undeorwsny in Hoanoci to nrovide for a massive
Hfoamily rbunlﬁn’ to mark the nzw era. Litile can be dono ir negotin--
tions or with viasity vutlil thig srimcry concern hias heon demonstrated.

Reuwnilication is snokoen of bv hebh DRV wod RSVH ns
not hurricd, It is n family concorn bdut undergtonding fr
wolcone to the festive tablo.
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