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July 17, 1975 

TO: Church World Service Department Committee 

FROM : Paul McCleary ;"""^(J (J 

SUBJECT: Report on Visit to Hanoi and Hai Hung 

Attached is a report received from Ernest Fogg, Director, 
Fund for Reconstruction and Reconciliation in Indochina, 
on meetings with the Representatives of the DRVN snd 
RSVN (formerly PRG) in Hanoi and Hai Hung in June, 1975. 

cc: Boyd Lowry 
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Tho Fund f o r R e c o n s t r u c t i o n and 
R e c o n c i l i a t i o n i n I n d o c h i n a 

A_SJSj?OJiT ON THE flBSTIHGH ^WTH .TjIE^nEPBESEHTATIVE^S 

• • I N HA MO I AND HAI JIUNG 

( J u n e 51-28, 1 9 7 5 ) 

I n r e s p o n s e to a l e t t e r a s k i n g f o r c o n s u l t a t i o n s on t h e new 
c i t u a t i o n i n t h e S o u t h p l u s r e v i e w o f p r o g r e s s on t h e H a i Hung I l o s p i t s . 
p r o j e c t , t h e YB.RI r e c e i v e d an i n v i t a t i o n f o r t h e C h a i r m a n , V i c e Chair-™ 
man, a n d 'i-he D i r e c t o r t o c o m e t o H a n o i * Pamela G r u b o r s u b s t i t u t e d f o r 
c h a i r m a n , J o h n Y a p . 

C o n v e r s a t i o n s w i t h Mine. A n h , BSVK R e p r e s e n t a t i v e i n H a n o i , c o v e r ­
e d i f l o s t o f t h o q u e s t i o n s r a i s e d b y t h e t e a m . The s u g g e s t i o n t h a t t h e 
t e a m w i s h e d t o v i s i t t h e S o u t h and c o n t i n u e c o n v e r s a t i o n s t h e r e , was 
met w i t h , f u l l sympathy b u t a l s o t h e e x p l a n a t i o n t h a t t r a v e l a r r a n g e ­
ments w e r e d i f f i c u l t a t p r e s e n t * The i n v i t a t i o n o r i g i n a l l y e x t e n d e d 
f o r November Would h o p e f u l l y s t i l l be o p e n . An i n v i t a t i o n t o t h e c i t y 
of Da Hang was r e g r e t f u l l y d e c l i n e d by t h e t e a m b e c a u s e o f t h e u n ­
c e r t a i n t y o f s c h e d u l e s f o r r e t u r n t o H a n o i . 

Two days were s p e n t i n H a i Hung and a n a d d i t i o n a l day Was s p e n t 
w i t h t e c h n i c i a n s c f t h e Ited C r o s s and t h e h o s p i t a l . 

DRVN- —RED CKQSS, PEACE jCOHMITTEE 

The t a a n was r e c e i v e d b y M r . Nguyen An £ i n , V i c e M i n i s t e r o f 
P u b l i c H e a l t h , w h o i s a member o f b o t h t h o Rod C r o s s and t h e P e a c e 
C o m m i t t e e ; M r . ' i j u s i ; , S B C r o t a r y o f t h e Peace C o m m i t t e e j and M r . H i e u , 
member o f t h e s t a f f b o t h o f t h e Red C r o s s and Peace C o m m i t t e e . 

I n h i s o p o n i n g r e m a r k s , Mr* T i n n o t e d t h a t i t was q u i t e f i t t i n g 
t h a t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e WCC/FHRI who had v i s i t e d b e f o r e i n t h e 
m i d s t o f t h e s t r u g g l e , s h o u l d come a g a i n now t h a t p e a c e and . f reedom 
have come t o V i e t n a m . 

" I n t h e war y e a r s , wo a c h i e v e d g r e a t t h i n g s b u t a t a v e r y h e a v y 
c o s t . Now we E M s t i m p r o v e t h e s t a t u s o f t h e p e o p l e , b u t t h e r e i s a 
g r e a t e r t a s k — r e p a i r i n g t h e t e r r i b l e d e s t r u c t i o n i n t h e S o u t h * The 
N o r t h must a s s i s t t h e S o u t h f i r s t — w h e r e t h e r e i s b u t a s i n g l e g r a i n 
o f r i c e , i t must be s h a r e d . A f t e r emergency a i d , r e c o n s t r u c t i o n , 
must f o l l o w . We s h a l l t h e n r e u n i f y t h e c o u n t r y i n a ' r e a s o n a b l e ' i:*.™* 

" T h e WCC/FRHI a r o i n a p o s i t i o n f o r s p e c i a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s i n t h i s 
t i m e f o r y o u w e r e , y o u a r e , you w i l l bo our f r i o n d s . P l e a s e e x t e n d 
our f e e l i n g s o n t h i s m a s t e r to a l l t h e n a t i o n a l c h u r c h e s . Many have 
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o f new c q u i n r a c n t , " T h e q u a l i t y o f d i a g n o s i s and t r e a t ­
ment h a s b e e n i m p r o v e d m e a s u r a b l y b y t h o new e q u i p m e n t . 

k. P l a n s f o r t h e new s t r u c t u r e a w a i t t h o a s s i s t a n c e c f t h o 
M i n i s t r y o f P u b l i c Works and the M i n i s t r y o f P u b l i c 
H e a l t h . 

5 . B u i l d i n g s u n - p l i e s f u r n i s h e d b y t h o F R R I a r e n o t e x p e c t ­
ed to c o m p l e t e t h e w h o l e 500 bed h o s p i t a l . H a t h e r t h e y 
a r e a b a s i c s u p p l y o f t e c h n i c a l a s w e l l a s b u i l d i n g 
s u p p l i e s f r o m w h i c h t o d r a w , l o c a l f i n a n c i n g and l o c a l 
su jMi l j . es a r e t o c o m n l e t a t h e b u i l d i n g s . 

R E P U B L I C OF SOUTH VIETNAM ( f o r m e r l y t h e P E G ) 

A m e e t i n g w i t h Mice. L o Ngoc Anh ond t e c h n i c i a n s f r o m t h e s t a f ^ 
o f t h e I?5VN l a s t e d most o f a m o r n i n g . H e r r e m a r k s were a s f o l l o w s : 

"We welcome t h e W C C / F R R I , S i n c e y o u were o u r f r i e n d s i n t h e ti?n 
o f s t r u g g l e , e s p e c i a l l y s o now i n t h i a t i m e o f j o y f o r t h e V i e t n a m e s e 
and a l l p e o p l e . S i n c e the S o u t h h a s b e e n l i b e r a t e d and p e a c e h a s 
come, we remember t h a t y o u were o u r f r i e n d s i n h a r d t i n e a . " 

" A f t e r many y e a r s o f s t r u g g l e f o r l i b e r a t i o n , t h e c o n s e q u a n c o s 
a r c i n c r e d i b l y h e a v y . Many were u n e m p l o y e d u n d e r t h e o l d r e g i m e . 
How must bo added t h e i r s o l d i e r s and t h o s e f o r m e r l y s e r v i n g t h e war 
m a c h i n e . I n a d d i t i o n t h e d i s e a s e s o f t h a t s o c i e t y r . r e s e n t a g r e a t 
p r o b l e m , i n c l u d i n g d r u g a d d i c t i o n and h u n d r e d s o f t h o u s a n d s o f 
>:ro3titutca. T h e o l d s o c i e t y Was a c o n s u m e r s o c i e t y d e f e n d a n t on 
A m e r i c a n money w i t h t r i p h a s i c on c o M o r c c and t r a d e r a t h e r t h a n p r o ­
d u c t i o n . 1 1 

; i A f t c r l i b e r a t i o n , we must c a r r y o u t s o c i a l r e f o r m s , b u i l d a 
tfe&ical n e t w o r k t o h a n d l e d r u g a d d i c t i o n and e o n t a g o o u o d i s e a s e s . 
Unemployment i s a c o n s e q u e n c e o f the f o r c e d r e s e t t l e m e n t and e v a c u a ­
t i o n p r o g r a m s . I n S a i g o n , o f h m i l l i o n , o n l y 1 m i l l i o n a r e e m p l o y e d , 
P o o u l o must r e t u r n t o t h e i r homes and we must h e l p w i t h t r a n s p o r t and 
m a t e r i a l s f o r a s t a r t . Wo a r e g r a t e f u l t o the* WCC f o r the- e m e r g e n c y 
a i d t h a t h a r h e l p e d w i t h t h i s : ; r o b i e : f i . " 

'''We a.ro now i n n. s e c o n d phase; e n c o u r a g i n g w o r k e r s a n d i n d u s ­
t r i a l i s t s t o resume p r o d u c t i o n * Wc ainet a l s o p r o v i d e f e r t i l i z e r and 
f a r m m a c h i n e r y t o r e s e t t l e e v a c u a t e d p e o p l e and r e t u r n war damaged 
f i e l d s t o p r o d u c t i o n , V/a a r o s e o i n g some s a t i s f a c t o r y r e s u l t s i n 
n o r m a l i s i n g the l i f e o f t h e p e o p l e , p r o v i d i n g o r d e r and s e c u r i t y a n d 
r e d u c i n g U n e m p l o y m e n t . 1 1 

"Now i s a t i m e o f r e c o n c i l i a t i o n and c o n c o r d . W i t h t h e h e l p o f 
o u r f r i e n d s a r o u n d the w o r l d , wo c a n s u c c e e d . So f a r t h o s e who h a v s 
l o f t t h e r e s e t t l e m e n t camps t o r e t u r n have numbered i n t h e m i l l i o n s , ' ' 

I n a n s w e r t o q u e s t i o n s , t h e f o l l o w i n g s t a t e m e n t s wore made: 
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1, ;,The Third "Force people have been recognizer! in a 
celebration arranged by the government. I mot Father 
Chen Tin -vnd many others." (Father Chan Tin led in a 
ministry to families of political nrisoners and received 
.resistance via V / C C / F R R I . ) 

ti. "All conerr, h^ve been released; oven criminals, and 
given a new chance. There is no hatred among Victn":.i:-:>o. 
Mow is the; tine for healing. My "brothers '.?ere colonels 
in the AhV;'!, but they are still my family." 

3, f'All the : > r a h a n 3 arc Vietnamese! There will he no dis­
crimination. Their futuro is as citizens so wc must 
help thorn grow up to he t h e best. We appreciated very 
much the statements protesting the use of children as 
p r-1 ?. t i c a j . p t w n 5 . ' ' 

A full report was given on emergency aid supplies received to 
date along with exprossi ana of appreciation for the prompt response 
to the a-jn^al. A list was furnished after communication with their 
Committees i n the South of items moEt needed for reconstruction. 
The list is Tor tractors and agricultural equipment designed to re­
store war damaged fields to production, 

THE iWAWGELigAL 

The team warsh5.-ocd with the Evangelical Church in Hanoi, Pastor 
Thu received the temp for disr-.uss.ion3 after the service. It was noted 
that many nsrc yoUi lE; men in uniform were present than during the 
October visit. 

Pastor Thu described the plans of the Evangelical Church to work 
with the Evangelical church in the South towards reunification. He is 
hopeful of attending the WC6 Assembly in Nairobi. The Evangelical 
Church in Hai Duong which was in process oi rebuilding in October, 1 9 7 ^ 
Was completed before Christmas. The team was received by the Paster 
and some officers of the church. It is noteworthy that funds to re­
build the borcbod out church cane from the Fatherland Front, which in­
cludes the Duddhistr,, Catholic, liber unions, etc, 

.Summary 

Both tho DftVfl and MVTi are hard at work to restore war-torn 
society as well as th>t writ-torn countryside „ Emphasis is at present 
. n the emotional and kinship ties rather than nn political or military 
solutions. There is a great dem. of -cnt ire family loyalties released 
by the liberation. Traffic is heavy both North and South. Accommoda­
tions are over-taw-.d. 

September \s to hi? the M o n t h to celebrate Vie inane so National 
Day. Preparations are underway in Hanoi tr> provide for a massive 
''family reunion' to in~ii'k the UJW era. Little can be done ir. •negotia--
tien;.; or with visits until this; primary concern has been demonstrated* 

lie-unification is spoken y f by both J)TiVh and JiRVH as eventual but 
n.->t hurried. It is a f-\r.\Xy concern but understanding friends are 
•:ie 1 e o ie to the festive table. 

http://disr-.uss.ion3

