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EC 

Dear f r i e n d , 

Here a r e two c o p i e s o f the updated summary and background o f the e x p e r i e n c e 
o f the A l l i a n c e i n V i e t Nam as a f f e c t e d by the war . 

We a r e e n c o u r a g i n g a s many o f our peop le a s p o s s i b l e to w r i t e to t h e i r U n i t e d 
S t a t e s s e n a t o r s and c o n g r e s s m e n . A specimen l e t t e r c o u l d be someth ing l i k e 
the f o l l o w i n g : 

Dear S e n a t o r J a v i t s ; 

T h i s l e t t e r i s w r i t t e n to e x p r e s s deep c o n c e r n on b e h a l f o f 
the Amer icans who a r e h e l d c a p t i v e i n Banmethuot, V i e t Nam. 
Seven of these peop le a r e m i s s i o n a r i e s and have not been 
heard from s i n c e the c i t y f e l l i n mid March. 

W i l l you p l e a s e use your good o f f i c e s to r e g i s t e r t h i s c o n c e r n 
on our b e h a l f to the S t a t e Department , the I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o n ­
t r o l C o u n c i l and o t h e r a g e n c i e s who a re r e s p o n s i b l e i n s u c h 
m a t t e r s . 

I f e e l we s h o u l d p r e s s the Nor th Vietnamese f o r the immediate 
r e l e a s e o f t h e s e people and the g u a r a n t e e o f t h e i r s a f e c o n ­
d u c t to an embarkat ion p o i n t w i t h every humane c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 

We must not u n d e r e s t i m a t e the e f f e c t tha t w r i t i n g such a l e t t e r h a s . I n 
y o u r r e s p e c t i v e c o n g r e g a t i o n s o v e r the weekend, encourage y o u r f r i e n d s to 
w r i t e i n t h i s v e i n , o r a s they may c a r e to e x p r e s s I t , so t h a t i n a d d i t i o n 
to our p r a y i n g , we w i l l have had a s h a r e i n what i s humanly p o s s i b l e to d o . 

I am g i v i n g you two c o p i e s o f t h i s m a t e r i a l , one f o r y o u r own u s e and one 
to hand to your p a s t o r o r to s h a r e w i t h o t h e r s whose p r a y e r f u l c o n c e r n w i l l 
be e x p r e s s e d i n s u c h a communicat ion a s ment ioned above . 

( I t i s unders tood t h a t we a r e not S u g g e s t i n g t h a t everyone w r i t e to 
S e n a t o r J a v i t s . T h i s i s on ly D spec imen l e t t e r . Each one s h o u l d w r i t e 
to h i s own s e n a t o r or c o n g r e s s m a n , ) 

S i n c e r e l y y o u r s , 

( y o u r name) 

R. W. BATTLES 

RWB:mr 
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PRKSENT SITUATION AT BANMETHUOT, VIET NAM - MARCH 1975 

When the m a s s i v e o f f e n s i v e o f the. North V ie tnamese f o r c e s began to b u i l d u p 
i n e a r l y March, c h e r c were n i n e Amer icans and two C a n a d i a n s a t BantneChuot. 
Seven of these people a r e m i s s i o n a r i e s : 

Mrs , A r c h i e M i t c h e l l ( B e t t y ) 
Mr. R i c h a r d L , P h i l l i p s , P h . D. 
Mrs , R i c h a r d L . P h i l l i p s 
R e v . and Mrs . Norman Johnson 
John and C a r o l y n M i l l e r (not C & M A ) 

S i n c e t h e r e has been no c o n t a c t w i t h any o f t h e s e to our knowledge and s i n c e 
Banmethuot has now f a l l e n to the Nor th V ie tnamese f o r c e s , we c a n o n l y presume 
tha t these seven people a r e b e i n g h e l d by t h e North V ie tnamese i n Banmethuot 
or somewhere I n the v i c i n i t y . 

There a r e 490 C h r i s t i a n and M i s s i o n a r y A l l i a n c e c h u r c h e s i n V i e t Nam. T h e r e 
were 58 m i s s i o n a r i e s i n V i e t Nam a t the t ime o f the a t t a c k , a l l s a f e and 
accounted f o r , excep t f o r the seven ment ioned above . 

BACKGROUND 

The C h r i s t i a n and M i s s i o n a r y A l l i a n c e began to m i n i s t e r i n V i e t Nam i n 1911 . 
At t imes d u r i n g the s i x t y l o u r y e a r s o f A l l i a n c e m i n i s t r y i n V i e t Nam ( f o r m e r ­
l y a pa r t o f what was known a s F r e n c h Indo C h i n a ) the m i s s i o n a r y s t a f f was 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y one h u n d r e d . T h i s would have r e p r e s e n t e d about t e n p e r c e n t o f 
the o v e r s e a s s t a f f and f i n a n c i a l d i s b u r s e m e n t s o f The C h r i s t i a n and M i s s i o n ­
a ry A l l i a n c e . 

PREVIOUS C & M A CASUALTIES 

The North V ie tnamese k i l l e d the s i x m i s s i o n a r i e s l i s t e d here i n the TET 
o f f e n s i v e t h a t began J a n u a r y 2 9 , 1968: 

Rev . Rober t Z iemer 
( h i s w i f e , Mar ie was wounded 
but r e c o v e r e d ) 

Rev , & M r s , Edward Thompson 
M i s s Ruth W i l t i n g 
Miss C a r o l y n G r i s w o l d 
Mr. Leon G r i s w o l d ( f a t h e r o f C a r o l y n ) 

At the same t i m e , B e t t y O l s e n , R. N . , and Hank B lood ( m i s s i o n a r i e s ) , and 
M ichae l Denn is Benge o£ Heppner, O r e g o n , a USAID man, were t a k e n c a p t i v e . 
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A f t e r h i s r e l e a s e by the North V i e t n a m e s e , M i c h a e l B e n g e , i n an i n t e r v i e w a t 
B e t h c s d a Naval H o s p i t a l i n W a s h i n g t o n D, C , , on March 15 , 1974, gave a de ­
t a i l e d account of the deaths o f Hank Blood and B e t t y O l s e n on the c a p t i v e t r a i l , 

1 9 6 2 - F I R S T CAPTIVES 

On May 3 0 , 1962 t h r e e o f Our m i s s i o n a r i e s wore t a k e n c a p t i v e by the V i e t Cong 
from our l e p r o s a r i u m a t Buno l a A n a , a p p r o x i m a t e l y 14 k i l o m e t e r s from Banmethuot 

D r . A r d e l V i e t t i 
Rev . A r c h i e M i t c h e l l 
Mr. D a n i e l Gerber 

(Mennoni tc) 

* * * * * * ft* 

The a c u t e c o n c e r n f o r the peop le a t Banmethuot can be unders tood i n l i g h t o f 
our sad e x p e r i e n c e w i t h the V i e t Cong and the North Vietnamese f o r c e s d a t i n g 
back to 1962 as noted a b o v e . 

Here i s the b l e a k p i c t u r e o f h e a r t a c h e ; 

Two i n c a p t i v i t y f o r 13 y e a r s . 

E i g h t dead i n the TET o f f e n s i v e 
t h a t began J a n u a r y 29, 1968, 

Seven c a p t i v e m i s s i o n a r i e s i n 
Banmethuot now, p l u s the f i v e 
y e a r o l d d a u g h t e r o f M i l l e r s . 

B e t t y M i t c h e l l t aken c a p t i v e 
13 y e a r s a f t e r her h u s b a n d . 

We a r e u r g i n g a l l a g e n c i e s and the media to u s e t h e i t i n f l u e n c e and a u t h o r i t y t o 
work f o r the r e l e a s e of the c a p t i v e m i s s i o n a r i e s . 

I n a c c o r d a n c e wi th the terms o f the c e a s e f i r e agreement c o n c l u d e d i n J a n u a r y 
1973, we u r g e the I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o n t r o l Commission to s e c u r e from the Nor th V i e t 
namesc the g u a r a n t e e o f s a f e conduct f o r a l l o f them to a p o i n t o f e m b a r k a t i o n , 
w i t h every h u m a n i t a r i a n c o n s i d e r a t i o n and a l l s p e e d . 
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