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NHATBANG... centen ron caisTian Seavice

... At The Military Hospital

Two weeks, three weeks, a month; no letter, no word! How his leg pained in that heavy cast!
Everywhere he looked around him were wounded soldiers. Most had relatives to feed and bathe them.
Here he had beenm a month in the hospital; he had no one. His hair was long, hot and sticky.
The weather was hot and sultry, '

But what was this?! Here came a group of little girls with pails, soap and water! A soft-spoken
little lady seemed to be directing them. Now they came to his bed. Would he like his head washed,
his hair cut, or prerhaps a letter written? As the little girle washed his hair, the older ladies with
thiem told him of Jesus who loved him. He had died for him.

Many soldiers have found Christ during the year as the Ladies Fellowship of the Nhatrang area, children
from the Evangelical Church Orphanage and the young pastor on loan to World Vision serve together
in the large military hospital for Two-Corp District,

Thay Mai, the pastor, personally visits the contacts made by the girls and ladies. He also conducts
weekly evangelistic meetings. Dave Douglas and the students from the Bible School work with Pastor
Mai, going Irom bed to bed witnessing. The patients comment. “Those Gospel people really show love.”
The answer, “God laves you even more than we do.”

+++ Local Prison

Come with us to a weekly meeting. The buzzer sounds; the inmates jostle ecach other for a seat. Despite
cramped quarters snd obligatory attendance the mood seems rather light-hearted. Some light up their
cigarettes; others joke around. No doubt the weekly Gospel meeting is a respite to the monotony of the
prison routine. As the Bible School students sing and testify, look at the expressions on the faces in
the audience. Some are bored; some assume indifference; a few are hostile; but many show deep interest.
“Does God really love ug; is it true? Those first three rows are prostitutes. On “the other side are
petty thieves: some are dope pushers. Most are young people. Aifter a brief service we mingle among
them for persoual witness. Decisions are made for Christ each week. '
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One day the man in charge asked Dave to step into an inner
room. Dave went in, stopped, started — an American! The
young man looked up and broke into a grin — God had
answered praver! He had been in prison three months; the only
American there, He knew he had been arrested for changing
money illegally: but how long had he to stay? What was his
sentence ? How could he get out? He couldn’t lind the answers.
No ane there spoke English; he didnt know Vietnamese.

With only the local food to eat, with none of the extras that
other prisoners received from their families. his health was
poor. In his despair he had turned to God. He had come
from a God-learing family but he had wandered far away. Dear
God, forgive me, help me out of this mess, I'll follow You.”

Previously he had found an English New Testament thrown
away on the garbage heap. Then came the American missionary.
One month later he was released and on his way home —
a different man !

. +. Loeal Churches

The Spirit of the Lord has heen moving in the My Ca
area near Cam Ranh Bay. Last year revival came to the church
resulting in people coming to the church to pray early in the
morning. The lives of the Christians have been changed
radically and people are being saved each week. Last February
twenty-five new Christians were baptized. Many people are
requesting the young pastor to visit and pray with them,

North of Nhatrang in the Tuy Hoa area there is a real interest
in the FEBC radio broadeast from Manila. A recent broadcast
invited the listeners to meet for special services at the local
church. One hundred inquirers came! Every week many pray
for salvation. Never has the chorch in that area seen such a
reception to the Gospel. Many are from the upper class of
society: many are students. The pastor said that church
members absent from services two successive weeks upon their
return felt quite lost among the many new faces in attendance.

Another student pastor from the same area rveported that a
Vietnamese soldier had read a christian booklet. Its message
was just what he had been searching lor. He found the pastor
and asked to be saved. The young soldier went back to his
post, told his buddies, who in tum also accepted Christ. These
young soldiers then led their families to the Lord. That pastor’s
church is also beginning to grow.

++. Child Evangelism Classes

Every week some 500 — 700 children hear the Gospel as 36
child evangelism classes are held throughout Nhatrang city in
homes, schools, empty lots and on the seashore. Directing and
supporting these classes is the Child Evangelism Committee of
the Bible Institute. Elected by the student body, this committee
composed of seven students coordinates the teaching programs
in the local churches, appointing the teachers, preparing the
teaching materials, and demonstrating the lessons. A real job,
a deep responsibility, a lot of hard work! Does it pay off?

*“You het it does”, says Bui Phung, (second from left, back
row, top right hand picture), the Secretary of the Committee.
“Keep teaching those children and you’ll have results”. Phung
knows what he says to be true. His own life illustrates the
worth of children’s meetings. As a young boy he was attracted
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lo the Gogped when he heard other children singing. Then
when the speaker talked about God, an impresson was made
on him he never lorgot. Some years later he drifted to
Nhatrang. shiried shoes and picked pockets lor a living. Theu
disgused with that life, he worked at being a barber, then
a baker. Finally one day. alter losng his job and wandering
aimlesdy >' the streets nl Nhatrang. he heard children singing
in the Gogpel Church, lie recalled that earlier children's meseting
years ago where he had heard o Gud. He stepped inside and
there lound Christ. At present he is enrolled in his second
year of the Thil program ol study at the Bible Institute.

"Don't give up". Pining udino lishes his classmates. " Teaching
children pays oil!"

...Evangelical Clinic

Continuing our Lord's minisry ol Opening lhe eyes ol the
blind, the Kvangdical Clinic d Nhatrang. under the direction ol
Ihe National Church, cilers eye surgery in an area where eye
diseases are very common. Trachoma, cataracts, and glaucoma
are the mog serious problems encountered. Since there are
very lew eye surgeons in Vietnam, surgery is beyond the means
o most people. Therefore this clinic meets a very vital need
and has an outstanding reputation throughout Central Vietnam.

Founded thirteen years ago by the Menuodiiite Central
Committee, the initial clinic buildings were built with funds
(rum churches in West Germany. Located next to the beach
between the Nhatrang Bible Ingtitute and the Evangelical
Orphanage o Nhatrang. Ihe facilities include, a 60-bed tuberculosis
unit, a 44-bed general medical ward, a 19-bed eye ward and
a busy general medical clinic. The spiritual ministry of the
clinic includes ilailv preaching services for waiting patients and
bedsde vists by the Christians in the community. For the
last live years the clinic has also operated a nursing school,
graduating on average ol ten nurses each year.

... Evangelical Orphanage

The Evangeical orphanage was opened in 1957 under the
sponsorship ol Christian Children's Fund of Richmond. Va-
il is under the direction ol the National Church. Today there
are 34(1 children receiving care and schooling. In addition to
regular classes which extend through Junior High School, the
children receive vocational training so that when they leave the
orphanage they will be equipped to support themselves. Trades
taught are printing, radio repair, auto and Honda repair,
sewing, typing and carpentry.

A number ol the teachers in Bethlehem School which serves
both the orphanage and the surrounding community are themselves
former members of the orphanage family. Three others are now
attending the Biblical and Theological Institute. Some are
aready in the ministry. Another, the son ol a deceased pastor,
is engaged in graduate studies in the United States.

... The Nhatrang Biblical and Theological Institute

PARADISE POINT! How would you like to study " Romans"
or "Church History" to the rhythmic sound ol the sea waves a
hall block away? Or during the. early moniing chapel period
led the cool mountain breezes? Or at mid-day look out over
the South China Sea under the tropical sun?
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