


VIET NAM 
TODAY 

Contents 

1. Nhatrang... Center lor Christian Service 
6. Concepts Concerning Disease 
8. The Mekong Delta 
9. Impressions 

10. Refugees . . . One Year Later 
12. Dalat Conference Center 

Back Cover: A Legend ol the Jarai 

/recent Pastors' Conference held at Dalai 

Front cover: On the road to Dalut 

N E W S M A G A Z I N E OF THE 
VIET N A M FIELD 
CHRISTIAN AND MISSIONARY ALLIANCE 

SUMMER 1973 NUMBER 13 

This magazine is issued twice a year 
by missionaries serving in Viet Nam. 

Editor: Spencer T. Sutherland 
Co^dUors: David Hartzleld 

Doris Irwin 
Business Manners : Marilyn Learned 

Elsie Douglas 
Headquarters: 260 W. 44th St.. 

New York 10036. N'.Y. 
Field: P.O. Box 923, Saigon, Viet Nam 

Photos: 
Cover — Spencer Sutherland. 
Inside cover — Boss Duncan 
Page 1 — USIS 

2,3 — Dave Douglas, 
Spencer Sutherland 

4 ,5 — Kieu Toan 
6. 7 — Bob Greene 

8 — USIS 
9 — Pham-van-Nam 

10 — LeRoy Josephsen 
12.13 — Ross Duncan 

Bob Greene 

7n tai NhA in Giontf-Tot 
Snignn i, Vlft-Nnm 
K.D. iifi inS7,PTl'DV/l>liHCNT. 
Ng*y 14-4-1973 

VIETNAM TODAY 



NHATRANG... C E N T E R F O R C H R I S T I A N S E R V I C E 

. . . Xt The Military Hospital 

Two weeks, three weeks, a month; no letter, no word! How his leg pained in that heavy cast I 
Everywhere, he looked around him were wounded soldiers. Most had relatives to feed and bathe them. 
Here he had been a month in the hospital; he had no one. His hair was long, hot and sticky. 
The weather was hot and sultry. 

But what was this?! Here came a group ol little girls with pails, soap and water! A solt-spoken 
little ladv seemed to be directing them. Now they came to his bed. Would he like his head washed, 
his hair cut, or pre.vhaps a letter written ? An the little girls washed his hair, the older ladies with 
them told him of Jesus who loved him. He had died lor him. 

Many soldiers have found Christ during ihe year as the Ladies Fellowship ol the Nhatrang area, children 
from the Evangelical Church Orphanage and the young pastor on loan to World Vision serve together 
in the large military hospital lor Two-Corp District. 

I 11;i, Mai, the pastor, personally visits the contacts made by the girls and ladies. He also conducts 
weeklv evangelistic meetings. Dave Douglas and the. students from the. Bible School work with Pastor 
Mai, going from bed to bed witnessing. The patients comment. "Those Gospel people really show love." 
The answer, "God loves you even more than we do." 

. . . LOCAL PRISON 

Come with us to u weekly meeting. The buzzer sounds; the inmates jostle each oilier (or a seat. Despite 
cramped quarters and obligatory attendance the mood seems rather light-hearted. Some light up their 
cigarettes; others joke around. No doubt the weekly Gospel meeting is a respite to the monotony of the 
prison routine. As the Bible School students sing and testily, look at the expressions on the laces in 
the audience. Some are bored; some assume indifference; a lew are hostile; but many show deep interest. 
"Does God really love us; is it true?" Those lirst three rows are prostitutes. On ihe other side are 
petty thieves: sonic are dope pushers. Most are young people. After a briel service we mingle mnong 
them for personal wituess. Decisions are made (or Christ each week. 
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One day the man in charge asked Dave lo step into an inner 
room. Dave went in, slopped, started — an American! The 
young man looked up and broke into a grin — God had 
answered prayer! He had been in prison three months; the only 
American there. He knew he had bpen arrested (or changing 
money illegally: but how long had he. to stay ? What was his 
sentence,? How could he get out? He couldn't liud the answers. 
No one there spoke English; he didn't know Vietnamese. 

Wilh onlv the. local lood lo eat, wilh none ol the extras that 
other prisoners received Irom their families, his health was 
poor. In his despair he had turned to God. He had come 
from a God-fearing family but he had wandered far away. Dear 
God. forgive me, help me oul ol this mess, I'll lollow You." 

Previously he had found an English New Testament thrown 
awav on the garbage heap. Then came the American missionary. 
One mouth later he was released and on his way home — 
a different man ! 

. . . Local Churches 

The Spirit ol the Lord has been moving in the My Ca 
area near Cam Runli Bay. Last vcar revival came to the church 
resulting in people coming to the church to pray early in the 
morning. The lives ol the Christians have been changed 
radically and people are being saved each week, Last February 
twenty-five new Christians were baptized. Many people are 
requesting the young pastor to visit and pray with litem. 

North of Nhatrang in the Tuy Hoa area there is a real interest 
in (he FEBC radio broadcast from Manila. A recent broadcast 
invited the listeners to meet for special services ul the local 
church. One hundred inquirers came I Every week many pray 
for salvation. Never has the church in that area seen such a 
reception to the Gospel. Many are Irom the upper class ol 
society; many are students. The paslor said that church 
members absent Irom services two successive weeks upon their 
return ielt quite lost among the many new faces in attendance. 

Another student paslor Irom the same area reported lhal a 
Vietnamese soldier had read a christian booklet. Its message 
was just what he had been searching lor. He found the pastor 
and asked to be saved. The young soldier went back lo his 
post, told his buddies, who in turn also accepted Chrisl. These 
young soldiers then led their lamilies to the Lord. That pastor's 
church is also beginning to grow. 

. . . Child Evangelism Classes 

Every week some 500 — 700 children hear (he Gospel as 36 
child evangelism classes are held throughout Nhatrang cily in 
homes, schools, empty lots and on the seashore. Directing and 
supporting these classes is the Child Evangelism Committee ol 
the Bible Institute. Elected by the student body, this UOtnmittM 
composed of seven students coordinates Ihe teaching programs 
in the local churches, appointing the teachers, preparing the 
teaching materials, and demonstrating the lessons. A real job. 
a deep responsibility, a lot ol hard work ! Does it pay oil'{ 

"You bet it does", says Bui Phung, (second from led, back 
ruw, top right hand picture), the Secretary ol the Committee. 
"Keep leaching those children and you'll have results". Phung 
knows what he says to be true. His own Hie illustrates the 
worth of children's meetings. As a young boy he was attracted 
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lo the Gospel when he heard other children singing. Then 
when the speaker talked about God, an impression was made 
on him he never lorgot. Some years later he drifted to 
Nhatrang. shiried shoes and picked pockets lor a living. Theu 
disgusted with that life, he worked at being a barber, then 
a baker. Finally one day. alter losing his job and wandering 
aimlessly >" the streets nl Nhatrang. he heard children singing 
in the Gospel Church, lie recalled that earlier children's meeting 
years ago where he had heard ol Gud. He stepped inside and 
there lound Christ. At present he is enrolled in his second 
year of the Thll program ol study at the Bible Institute. 

"Don't give up". Pining udino lishes his classmates. "Teaching 
children pays oil!" 

...Evangelical Clinic 

Continuing our Lord's ministry ol Opening Ihe eyes ol the 
blind, the Kvangelical Clinic ol Nhatrang. under the direction ol 
Ihe National Church, oilers eye surgery in an area where eye 
diseases are very common. Trachoma, cataracts, and glaucoma 
are the most serious problems encountered. Since there are 
very lew eye surgeons in Vietnam, surgery is beyond the means 
ol most people. Therefore this clinic meets a very vital need 
and has an outstanding reputation throughout Central Vietnam. 

Founded thirteen years ago by the Menuoiiite Central 
Committee, the initial clinic buildings were built with funds 
(rum churches in West Germany. Located next to the beach 
between the Nhatrang Bible Institute and the Evangelical 
Orphanage ol Nhatrang. Ihe facilities include, a 60-bed tuberculosis 
unit, a 44-bed general medical ward, a 19-bed eye ward and 
a busy general medical clinic. The spiritual ministry of the 
clinic includes ilailv preaching services for waiting patients and 
bedside visits by the Christians in the community. For the 
last live years the clinic has also operated a nursing school, 
graduating on average ol ten nurses each year. 

. . . Evangelical Orphanage 

The Evangelical orphanage was opened in 1957 under the 
sponsorship ol Christian Children's Fund of Richmond. Va
il is under the direction ol the National Church. Today there 
are 34(1 children receiving care and schooling. In addition to 
regular classes which extend through Junior High School, the 
children receive vocational training so that when they leave the 
orphanage they will be equipped to support themselves. Trades 
taught are printing, radio repair, auto and Honda repair, 
sewing, typing and carpentry. 

A number ol the teachers in Bethlehem School which serves 
both the orphanage and the surrounding community are themselves 
former members of the orphanage family. Three others are now 
attending the Biblical and Theological Institute. Some are 
already in the ministry. Another, the son ol a deceased pastor, 
is engaged in graduate studies in the United States. 

. . . The Nhatrang Biblical and Theological Institute 

PARADISE POINT! How would you like to study "Romans" 
or "Church History" to the rhythmic sound ol the sea waves a 
hall block away? Or during the. early moniing chapel period 
leel the cool mountain breezes? Or at mid-day look out over 
the South China Sea under the tropical sun ? 
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