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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT — CONFERENCE YEAR 1964-1965
VIET NAM FIELD

“Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and | will declare that He hath done...”

“For thou, O God, hast proved us: thou hast tried us, as silver is tried...”

“We went through fire and through water: but thou hast brought us out into a wealthy
place.” Psolm 66:16, 10, 12,

No greater joy is afforded a missionary than that of ‘“‘declaring whot He hath done.” It may seem
to some that God has refired from the field of action in Viet Nam, and that men are plunging unre-
strained along o broad way of devastation, despair and death. | am certain no year has token a great-
er toll upon the people of this land than the one just past. Natural disaster combined with deepening
shades of war to spread suffering, privation, threatenings and death. But in the midst of it all, God has
been at work.

Governmental instability, political unrest, religious strife culminating in open street fighting, noisy
and destructive demonstrations, have been the order rather than the exception. All of this has resulted
in a badly deteriorated situation throughout the country areas.

The year of the dragon proved to be one frought with natural disasters. Of major significance in
the recarding of developments during the twelve month period, were the devaostating storms and floods
throughout several provinces in the central area. Death caome suddenly to over 7,000 people; certainly
the darkest hour of the year. But for a few weeks the entire populace was united in an cll-out effort
to bring relief and succor to survivors who had lost everything — probably the brightest and most suc-
cessful effort during the year.

With the above conditions as o bock-drop, let us ftoke o closer look at “what He hath done.”
Progress has been experienced in spite of serious problems. Opportunities have abounded, despite
opposition from within and without, The Spirit's working has been manifest even though Satanic war-
rings have been fierce. The grace of generosity was displayed on the one hand, while the Church suffered
financial need because of worsening economic conditions in the country areas. There were triumphs, but
also testings.

Internal problems have been the couse of grave concern to the Church leaders. Desire for money,
position and pelitical influence motivated various individuals who united in an effort to bring about a
revolution within the Church. When this proved unsuccessful, there was the threat of a split of serious
propertions. God over-ruled, ond by year's end, the result had been the with-drawal from the Church
of only two official workers. There is still a very small group within the Church who continue to stir up
trouble. Unfortunately, another mission (The Church of Christ) has tried to exploit this situation, giving
some finoncial backing to the dissident group.

Approximately 50 churches were aoffected by the typhoons and floods which struck the central
coastal region. It has been wonderful to see the other churches in the southern part of the country
raise the equivalent of approximately three thousand dollars to assist their Christian brethren to the
north.

The economic situation of those living in country areas has become Increasingly difficult. This has
resulted in o further decrease in giving for the needs of the Church, including pastors’ support.

Tried os silver is tried — this continues to be the experience of the Church. Can we recognize
that, though the instrument used is satanically inspired, God, the Supreme and Almighty One, is in
control of the situation? He will ceuse the wrath of men to praise Him. Though He allows His children
to go through fire and through water — yea, He leads them there — His divine purpose is to bring
them out into o wealthy place of spiritual blessing and maturity. Highlighting the blessings enjoyed
during the yeor were the Pastors' Conferences in the month of October. God met many hearts. Dr. K. C.
Fraser and Pastor R. P. Chavan ministered with special anointing. Eternity olone will reveal the full impact
upon the Lord’s work.
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STATION AND DISTRICT MINISTRIES

The Church is organized with four districts. Missionaries ore assigned fo work within these
district bounderies. We will first look at the work following these divisions. The Vietnamese and Chinese
work Is divided along territorial lines, whereas the Tribes District Is ethno-linguistic in character. Its
churches are mainly located in the territory of the South-Central District, though it stretches both north
and south into the other districts also. Some stations, formerly occuplied, still remain closed because of
insecurity, and others are vacant because of our limited pesonnel. In spite of mounting danger,
increasing travel restrictions and resultant frustrotions, the missionary staff has continued to exhibit a
dedication and commitment to the task entrusted by our Lord.

SOUTHERN DISTRICT : Saigon is the hub of this district. Within the city there ore 13 churches ond
groups directly related to the National Church organizeotion. Three other Chinese churches and the
International Protestant Church (English-speaking) work in close cooperation. One of our primary goals
in the city is that of church extension. As we work with the existing churches, we want to encourage,
inspire and challenge them to bring about the birth of new churches. We continually remind ourselves
that here within the bounderies of one city we find one sixth of the total population of the country.

One new church was formally organized during the yeor. Four new church buildings were
completed, including the International Protestant Church and Youth Center, Also, another church remodeled
and expanded its facilities. The oldest and largest Vietnamese church in the city hos constructed a
three-storied education building behind and attached to the present church, of o cost of approximately
1, 500, 000 piasters.

The Lord has given opportunity for ministry in prisons, military camps ond hospitals. The largest
military hospital in Viet Nam affords o tremendous challenge. A weekly evangelistic service is held
there, attended by from 400 to 600 pajama-clad men. Daily visitotion in the wards by various
missionaries is an effective follow-up. A regular evangelistic ministry has recenily been started at o
very large military induction center. Thousands of young men have heard the messoge and received
Gospel literature before going o the battle-fronts throughout the country.

Cholon is the Chinese city within greater Saigon. Practically cll of *hese people are citizens
of Vietnam, but refain their identity os a minority, There are four organized churches and fwo
outstations. Only one of the churches is directly connected with the National Church organization. The
others are all under the leadership of men who received their troining in Allionce Bible Schools, and
there is a very close spirit of cooperation. Our missionaries have opportunity for ministry in all these
groups. Twenty new converts were baptized in the one church which is organizationally an integral part
of our work. This church, through the vision of the pastor, undertook to esteblish an orphanage called,
“Children’s Home of Blessing.” Doubtless the interest in such a project springs from the foct that Rev.
Jonathan Kaan himself wos an orphan and found Christ in his ““adopted home.” This work was begun.
in May with eight children, and only the promise of Faith. God has provided and all financial needs
have been met.

The English-speaking community of the city continues to grow. To meet this challenge, plans have
been in the making for several years for the construction of focilities fo house the Internationcl Profes-
tant Church. The two significant developments in this work during the year were the arrival from the
States of a full-time pastor, Rev. G. M. Cathey and family, and the completion of the lovely new building.
Mr. Cathey assumed his paostoral duties on September 13, 1964, and the new church facility was dedical-
ed on November 22nd. Interest and attendance have rapidly grown in all parts of the church program.

Four cities south of Saigon had resident missionories before lost conference. Two of the four
families left for furlough, and insufficient personnel dictated the closing, temporarily at least of the
stations at Rach Gia and Mytho. Visits to the country areas have been almost eliminated. However, the
missionary finds more opportunities at hand than can be effectively met. Of strategic importance is
the ministry of counseling and prayer with the pastors who so faithfully man the churches. We trust that
this will bear fruit and be a stabilizing influence in a Church feeling the pressures of Communism. Jail
services in Cantho are still conducted weekly, and during 1964, the number of believers was increased
by 123.
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lliness necessitated an emergency furlough for the Collinses, and there was no one available to.
replace them at Cantho. This leaves the entire section of the country south of Saigon with only one
missionory couple. Approximafely one third of the country’s pepulafion lives in these provinces.

It is reported that many of the country churches have no young men left at all because of con-
scription by both the government and the Viet Cong. An oulreach in evangelism by the Vinh Long Church
at o place called Nga Tu has borne much fruit. Seventeen families have proyed. Weekly meetings have
been started as the prelude to organizing a branch church. Also at Ving Long a Youth Center program
with a direct evangelistic approach has been initiated and is reaching many officials and students.

SOUTH-CENTRAL DISTRICT : Missionaries were located at six different stations within the territorial limits
of this district. However, of only one ploce was their assignment to Vietnamese district work. Nhatrang
is the center of the district. The influence of the Bible School is making an impact on the local area.
The Youth Center continued to function with a very limited program. A student from the Bible School
warks with the missionary.

Churches and groups of bellevers in the resettlement villages are showing more and more matu-

rity. The resettlement progrem has been discontinved, bul many opportunities still present themselves in
the developing villages.

The Dalat Church, one of the strongest in the district, has gone through severe testing because of
internal problems. The National Committee had to intervene, and the pastor has been instructed to move,
The Church is divided, and there sfill has been no settlement of the issues. Much prayer is needed.

Missionaries ossigned fo fribes-work, but located in cities within the geogrophical bounderies of
this district are always concerned for the Vietnamase churches, and give as much assistance to them os
possible,

It had been expecied thot Tuy Hoo would be re-occupied os o mission center offer conferencet
However, shortage of available personnel made it impossible. Subsequent developments have indicated
that the Lord had His hand in the plans. The entire province, with the exception of the city itself, has
been practically inundated with Viet Cong occupation. Here, as in many other places in Central Viet
Nam, churches in the country areas have experienced terrible pressures from the Communists.

Phan Rang was harder hit by flood waters than any other place in this South-Central area. The
greatest devostotion took ploce farther to the north. In Phan Rong, the church itself wos not seriously
domaged, but the Christians suffered severe loss. Several hundred people died in this valley, but there
was no loss of life among the Christians.

NOBTH-CENTRAL DISTRICT : The maonths of September end November brought a series of tropical
storms of varying intensity. High winds ond flood-waters rising at a phenominal rate destroyed enfire
communities in different localities. The churches susfoined inestimable material loss, as did all those
living in these areos. In spite of cll the trouble, the blessing of the Lord gave joy ond contentment to
His servants there.

Seven stations were occupied by the missionaries within the geographical area covered by this
district. Five of these represent Vielnomese stotion ond district responsibilities and the other two ore
tribes stations. Danang (formerly Tourane] is the district headquarters. Road travel throughout the area
was even more resiricted than in previous years.

As a result of the devastation caused by the fload, about 50 families, particularly from the Khanh
Binh and Thu Bon areas, have sought refuge in Danang. A tract of land has been secured where it is
hoped these refugees can be resettled. If this plon is carried through, they will make a sybstantial
addition to the An Hal Church, organized about the first of the yeor. The small group ot An Hai, with
assistance from the mother church in Danang and the Mission, erected o smoll, lovely building. This is
the second of the two new churches that have been the out-growth of the main church in Danang. The
other group, which met for several months In rented quarters, has purchased a stratigically-located house.
They have a regular attendance of between 60 and 70, and show real promise of continued growth.
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lying to the north of Donong City and extending to the 17th parallel, are two provinces, Thua>
Thien and Quang Tri. Hue, the ancient cultural center of the entire country, has resisted thirty-five years
of evangelistic effort. A recent tent campaign has proven to be one of the most successful ventures
ever undertaken in this city. Permission was obtained to erect the Gospel Tent In a public park on a
prominent corner of two main streets. The local congregation began early morning prayer meetings
some weeks prior to the opening service, and these were continued right through the three-week-long
campaign. The Christians experienced a revival of their spiritual lives, and more than £0 prayed for
salvation.

Activities at the Youth Center in Hue have continued. Through English classes and evangelistic
services, an endeavor has been made to reach the university students with the Gospel message. Con-
verts are led into the fellowship of the local church as soon as possible. Evangelistic services are held
each month in the local prison with about 200 to 300 in attendance. As a result of this ministry, 30
have prayed. At the Government Cadre Training School for tribes students, a wonderful open door has
been set before us. Regular evangelistic services held for these young people from all tribal areas
throughout the country have resulted in about 75 of them turning to the Lord. An unusual opportunity
was afforded the pastor and missionary in Hue when they were invited to speak to those living and
studying at the Benedictine monastary. Through the generous gifts of a Christian layman serving in the
U. S. Aid program, land was purchased just out from the city of Hue for the development of a youth
and tribal vocational troining center. The goal is to train Christian laymen in technical skills ond as
effective witnesses. The prolect is independent, but closely related to our work.

Quang Tri remained without a missionary during most of the year. Not until November were
those who returned from furlough actually able to move in. During Februray they moved out again
because of the matter of security. There is no established work in the city. There are three small
churches in country areas, but because of Communist Infiltration, only one of these Is easily accessible.
A location has been secured in the city where a reading room has been opened in order to have an
established witness. It is hoped that this will result in a Christian group, and eventually a church.
Dong Ha and Hal Lang are two government administrative centers where it is hoped work can be
undertaken also.

The Communists have returned in force to the Quang Ngai province. Christian groups in the
fishing villages that experienced the working of God's Spirit resulting in a "people's movement" two or
three years ago, are now under terrible pressure. (The Christian faith has been branded as "The
American Religion.") Those who have refused to cooperate with the V. C.s have been threatened as
enemies of the people, and some have been killed. Others have yielded to the coercive measures
exerted on them. Many have fled from their villages to seek refuge in the government-controlled towns.
Six resident pastors have had the oversight of Christian groups meeting in twelve different villages.
Many of the Christians are forbidden to leave their villages, thus making church attendance an
impossibility. Some have lost members of their families who hove either been killed or forcibly
abducted by the enemy. Since January 1962, seven Christians have been taken from the Due Pho
church, ond it is now known that four of these have been killed.

Does all of this mean retrenchment? No. The church in Quang Ngai City has plans for the
opening of a branch church about ten miles out from town where there is presently o group of
believers. Land has been secured and a request made to the district committee that a young man be
assigned as pastor. They also are desirous of opening a reading room in the city, and are prepared
to support a man to supervise this work, if funds can be made available to secure the needed location.

The report from the work in the Binh Dinh Province reads much Ilike a repetition of those from
other areas. Warfare and fighting go on continually, ond too often success is reserved to the Viet
Cong. The missionary writes, "The only bright spot left is the true Church holding forth the Word of
Life as a glorious torch in this idolatrous world. How glad we are to have a little part in His work
through the Church." A new church was opened In the south-west section of the city of Quinhon in the
center of a rapidly expanding refugee area. Thousands of people have moved here to escape
Communist control. The main church In Quinhon continues to grow wunder the energetic leadership of
its fine pastor. Thirty miles to the north, at Dap Da, a new building is under construction.
Refugees are fleeing to this town and many are enquiring and finding the Lord. During the Christmas
holidays, 18 adults were saved. They cleaned house of all idols and ancestor altars, and Christmas



