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Here ' s  t he  s to ry  o f  a  m i rac le  - -
performed by our cod through
a  s ing le  rad io .

December 22, I98O

Dear Chr j_st ian Fr iend,

I t rs a story that begr ins 23 years ago, in a remote Hmong
s-mclrrftsa-ins- rrffi ,aos;

Isolated from the worfd,  l i fe in the l i t t1e vi l - lage went
on much as i t  had for generat ions. The boys learning the
ski11s of  manhood --  the gir ls learning the gent le arts of
the women. Fields were tended and crops were harvested..
There \" /as music and feast ing. Weddings, bir ths and funera]s.
And always the tales of  the elder ones told around the camp-
f i r e s .

But there was a]so fear --  fear that crept into everv

Because the Hmong were animists --  spir i t  worshipers.
And they believed evil spirits \4/ere everywhere . , .

in the trees .  .  .
in the rocks .  .  .

in the r ivers .  .  .
Everywhere \^rai t ing g1eefu11y to br ing suffer ing,

pa in ,  d i sease  and  d i sas te r .

t  in this l - i t t l -e v i l l -a th e was somethin e l - se :

A  rad io .

And for these people,  isolated by mountains, jungles
and r ivers,  that one smal l  radio was their  window to the
worl-d --  their  threshold into the 20th century.

No wonder then that the " tafk ing box" was a center of
interest for the ent i re v i l lage. Crowds gathered to hear
the music of  other lands --  to wonder at  the languages they

(ove r ,  p lease )
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