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THE CALL

A PEOPLE FOR HIS NAME
Rev. D. L. Jeffrey, Chairman

Although 1950 did nol see the end of hostilities in Indo-China,
consiani ci’?orls were made to achieve unity and to restore peace.
The Alliance Church continued to minister on an entirely non-polit-
ical basis bul we were nol neutral in our labors to promote godly
living, unity and peace. Many evidences of God's direct and provi-
dential care accompanied the preaching of the Gospel.

We learned anew that the development of the Church is not a
matter of human wisdom but wholly a growth by spiritual experience.
This troth came with [resh emphasis to our hearts a few months
%{.lf.p in Laos while reading the following poem by Annie Johnsorn

int,
LET US GO ON
«Some of us stay at the Cross,
Some of us wait at the Tomb,
Quickened and raised together with Christ;
Yet lingering still in its gloom ;
Some of us bide at the Passover feast
With Pentecost all unknown —
The triumphs of grace in the heavenly place
That our Lord has made our own.
If the Christ Who died had stopped at the Cross,
His work had been incomplete ;
If the Christ Who was buried had stayed in the tomb,
He had only known defeat;
But the Way of the Cross never stops at the Cross,
And the Way of the tomb leads on
To victorious grace in the heavenly place
Where the risen Lord has gone.
So let us go on with our Lord
To the fullness of God He has hrought,
Unsearchable riches of glory and good
Exceeding our uttermost thought:
Let us grow up into Christ,
Claiming His life and its gowers —
The triumphs of grace in the heavenly place
That our conquering Lord has made ours ».
— Annie Johnson Flint.
Scripturally the year's work illustrates the fact that God continues

to visit the nations, « to take out of them a people for His name ».
Missionaries were unable to minister directly in large areas of Vietnam
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bul in spite of this, hundreds
found the Way of eternal life. A
constant stream of Gospel litera-
ture has been prepared by means
of mimeograph and press and
widely distributed. The building
up of personnel and equipment
will make it possible to do much
more in the coming year provided
we have financial assistance. The
re-issuing of the Vielnamese Bible
Magazine under the able editor-
ship of Pastor Huyen brought
many letters of appreciation. On
the part of the Vietnamese
Church and the Mission there 1s
a better understanding of each
other’s problems, making us defi-
nitely conscious of a deepening
unity in Christ. All through the
Field there is a hunger in the
hearts of God’s people to be true
to Him and to live well-pleasing
in His sight.

In Cambodia Evangelistic
Bands have witnessed effectively
even when condiiions were not
too peaceful. This seed sowing
in addition to regular Bible
School, transiation, press and
other activities of the Church has
resulted in a healthy expansion.
Only a shortage of missionaries
and finances has prevented the
opening of additional stalions in
Cambodia.

In the Xieng Khouang area of
Laos 15 villages and more than
2,500 inquirers disposed of their
fetishes to accept the Way of the
Cross. This movement has been
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sharply contested by Satan, One
village returned lo their fetishes
and requested the return ol their
sacrificial drum, through the in-
fluence of witch doctors. Another
group is waiting to see how others
make out before they decide lo
follow Christ. Every effort is
being made to reach out among
the Meo and Phou Theng villages
and to train workers by Short
Term Bible School courses.

AveryimportantstepinChurch
administration has been taken in
the Tribes area where a simple
Chureh Conslitution is being pre-
pared. Steps are being taken al-
so to prepare for the ordinalion
of pastors from among the tribes-
people. Up to the present the
only ordained men have been
Vietnamese pastors who are mis-
sionaries to the Tribes. Another
great step forward was the ordi-
nation of seven pastors in Ton-
kin at the North Vietnam Region-
al Conference just before the
Vielnamese New Year. Previous
to that, other groups were
ordained in Central and South
Vietnam,

We are constantly reminded
when traveling by air over Indo-
China that sevenly-five percent
of our task is unaccomplished.
Our aim is to ge on and we are
convinced that «A people for His
name» includes a far greater
representation than has vet heen
consecrated to that Name from
the millions of people and scores
of tribes in this country,

A
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NORTH LAOS
Rev. G. E. Roffe, Regional Sub-Chairman

Throughout the year 1950 ru-
mors were rife of impending
trouble threatening the relative
calm of North Laos; but the
months have come and gone and
the fears of many have not male-
rialized. While it has been true
that District travel has been re-
stricted in much of this area, vet
the missionaries have been able
to carry on as outlined herewith:

Reinforcements

Rev. and Mrs. M. M. Sawyer
Rev. and Mrs. G. W. Tubbs

In September Mr. and Mrs.
Sawyer and family reached Vien-
tiane and, after an unavoidable
delay of four weeks, they pro-
ceeded by Mission plane to Luang
Prabang where the Lord had gra-
ciously provided a house for them.
They have already been intro-
duced to the intricacies of the Lao
alphabet and its corresponding
sounds and are eager to make
progress in mastering the lan-
mmage. Inmid-Decemberthey were
ollowed by Mr. and Mrs. Tubbs
who, at the end of the year, were
still in Vientiane bul with the
hope of soon gelling under way
for Luang Prabang where a house
would soon be ready [or them, too.
May the rich blessing of God rest
on these folks who, afler years of
language work in China and at
Dalat, now face many more
months of difficult study in pre-
Es;ration for Gospel ministry in
A08.

Vientiane Distriet

Rev. and Mrs. C. E. Gustafson.

Vientiane is a clearing slation
for all North Laos and the home

here is more than taxed to capa-
city as missionaries and families
0 and come to and from school,
onference, ete. This pulsconsid-
erable burden on the resident
missionaries and definitely
hinders their language study.
The pre-war Vietnamese chapel
was requisitioned and, after ren-
ovation, was formally dedicated
by the Regional Sub-Chairman in
April. At the same serviece Mr.
Saly was installed, assuming
duties in this district which he
ably carried on for a period of
five months among the Lao
ple. Following Mr. Saly’s
transfer to Xieng Khonang, the
missionary in charge assumed
the responsibility of the regular
services and reports that the Lord
is working in the hearts of the
group of believers in the city,
Some contact has been made
with tribespeople who have been
seen on the sireets from time to
time. One or two of these have
prayed and have returned to their
villages with the Message and
with Gospel literature,

Rev, and Mrs. C. E, Gustafson
write: «*Ye have not chosen me,
but I have chosen you,... that
ve should go and bring forth
truit, and that your frait should
remain’... (John 15: 16). The Lord
has done many wonderful things
here in Vientiane this year. Just
a vear ago we were getting estab-
lished in the old chapel build-
ing and not too many people
were coming out to the services,
bul now the chapel is full. Ounr
Prayer Meetings are being well
attended also, for which we praise
the Lord, The Holy Spirit is
working in s mighty way in the
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hearts of the believers. Many
backslidden Christians have con-
fessed their sins and have been
reinstated into the family of Ged.
During the year we have visited
the sick and in the Name of Jesus
they have been healed.

«A few Laotians and Chinese
have been saved during the past
year, and we praise God for this
hand-picked fruit. In our Chil-
dren’s Meetings young Laotians
have given their hearts to Christ
and the interest shown by others
is very encouraging. It thrills onr
hearts to walk through the vil-
lages and hear the boys and girls
singing *Jesus Loves Me' as they
play. May the Holy Spirit firmly
plant the seed in their young
1earts.

«This year the Lord led in mak-
ing special visits to some of the
high Laotian officials and in giv-
ing them Gospel porlions after
telling the Story of Jesus.

«This year there were three
large fairs where we had big
booths in which we sold and gave
hundreds of Seripture portions
in the Laotian, Chinese, Viet-
namese, Siamese, French, and
English languages. We stayed
up late each night telling the
Story of Jesus to thousands. At
the%ir during Chinese New Year,
our booth was surrounded by
gambling stalls which drew great
crowds and God blessed the
witness given with men finding
Christ, 3.%1ay the Lord of the Har-
vest give the increase.

« From lime to time the Meo
and Yao lribespeople come mto
Vientiane from the mountains
about 80 Kkilometers away.
Though unable to visit their vil-
lages we have inviled them to
our home to tell them about
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Jesus. During the Christmas
season two Yao tribesmen
accepted Christ. They returned
to their village lo tell what
Christ had done for them. We
covet your prayers as we contin-
ue to contact these tribespeople.

« The future ? Ilis ‘as bright as
the promises of God’. We hope
to oblain land near the market
slace where we wish to build a
‘hapel in memory of Rev. Frank-
lin Grobb and we will ose the
old chapel as a Sala for the
tribes people.

« Two Meo Iribesmen came' to
the house and we spent a morn-
ing with them telling them a-
bout Christ. Belore they left they
accepled Him as their Saviour.
These men came [rom 80 kilo-
meters to the northwest and are
the first of the White Meo lo find
Christ. Praver has been offered
for these folks in this region for
a long time and now there is an
opening. These men armed with
Gospel portions have gone back
to their villages with the jo(i' of
the Lord in their hearts and as
one said: ‘Teacher, when I have
read these booksand understand
them I am going lo teach my

ople’. All praise is given to
ESJ I Hallelujah !»

Luang Prabang Distriet
Rev. and Mrs. H. S. Clingen

Here, too, conditions have
restricled missionary activil
throughout the district, although
it has been possible to minister
to a number of groups that are
not too far from Luang Prabang
City. In one of these Outstations
a fine chapel was made available
and a workers’ residence erected.
Special dedication services were
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held in April, making this a
meeting center for several village
%roups in that area. In another

hristian village a chapel and
waorkers' quarlters were built
and many inquirers in these

" villages were baptized during the

year. One hasty frip was made
early in the year lo a remote
group of tribal believers in the-
neighbouring province of Sania-
boury. Other and more distant
groups were not visited. Plans
to do so had to be cancelled

“when hostile forces were reported

active in those areas.

Xieng Khouang Distriet

Rev. and Mrs. T. J. Andrianoff

Initial seed-sowing was accom-
plished during a few months
prior to the war by the efforts of
resident missionaries and student
workers.

This past year, under the min-
istry of another student worker,
an unusual work of the Lord has
oceurred as hundreds of tribes-
people manilested an interest in
the Gospel. First, the Meo and
then the Khamoo (of whom there
are already hundreds of believers
in the Luang Prabang distriet)
turned io the Lord until the resi-
dent missionaries, themselves
langnage students, sent out a call
for help. Mr. Saly was flown up
from Vientiane on Seplember 1st
and two student workers were
flown over from Luang Prabang
toward the end of October leaving
Bible School in mid-term.

“or over two years, messages,
either preternatural, or supernat-
ural had been reaching these
pe?lpla through their sorcerers,
and concerning the Gospel that

‘would soon be brought to them.

. D

When the simple hearted student
worker arrived and assiduousl

spread the Good News abroad,
he was swamped with invitations
from village after village to come
and destroy their fetishes. Thus,
after a score of years in North
Laos with only a few hundred
converls, there are now, in this
one area alone, more than 2,500
inquirers. This may well be the
beginning of the Lord's answer
to the prayer that has been on
your heart and on ours during
the past vears. We sland in awe
and wonder at this work of the
Spirit Whom Holy Writ likens
to the wind which «bloweth
where it listeth, and thou hearest
the sound thereof but canst not
tell whence it cometh and wither
it goeth », There is no accounting
for this phenomenon from the
human standpoint; itis distinetly

‘a work of divine grace.

Rev. T. J. Andrianoff writes :
« We thank God for His working
in Xieng Khouang this past yem
in ‘ways past finding out’. In the
beginning of 1950 there were no
native Christians throughout the
vast territory of the Xieng
Khouang Province, and at the
end of 1950 we have the pleasure
of reporting that there are approx-
imately 2,500 who have turned
from the worship of evil spirits
and made a proR?.ssion of faith
in Jesus Christ as their Saviour,
These are among the three
leading races in this Province —
the Meo, the Phoo Theng, and
the Phooeun. The majority,
almost 2,000, are among the Méo.

«This great turning to God
began back in April when a first
ear Bible School student came
ere to do colportage work. He
was faithful in going to the many
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villages with his lestimony and
basket full of tracts and Gospel
_portions. After spending several
weeks among the Phooeun with
no eonverls, a Méo sorcerer
became very interested in the
Gospel. Before long, he accepted
the Lord and, being over-joyed
in his newly found Saviour, took
this student worker to all the
nearby Meo villages that they,
too, might hearthe Gospel.
As a result, they came to the
Lord by the hundreds. They were
very easily led to the Lord be-
cause the Holy Spirit has been
preparing their hearts for some
time. The Méo have actuall
been waiting for someone to tefl
them about Jesus Christ their
Saviour. They have legends dat-
ing back hundreds of years and
prophesies as recent as two years
ago, which told them that at this
time their true God would be re-
vealed to them, who would save
them and deliver them from evil
spirits, making them a great
nation. Similarly, the Holy Spirit
had been preparing the Phoo
Theng, for their sorcerers also
had revelations of God coming
to Xieng Khouang and driving
out the evil spirits. As a resull
they, too, have been turning to
Christ by the hundreds. Also we
have been invited to the Thai
Dam (Black Thai) who have a
settlement of 4 villages with an
approximate population of 1,000,

hey, having heard of these mi-
raculous conversions among hoth
the Méo and the Phoo eng,
wish to be delivered from the
fetters of the evil spirits. Nai Saly
has gone to them to explain the
the salvation of Christ Jesus.

« At present, our greatest hin-
drances are the lack of workers
and the lack of funds. With our
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present staff of one fully trained
and two partially trained workers,
we cannot efficiently take care of
those who have already made a
profession and, therefore, cannot
consider evangelizing other vil-
lages. And, we have thus far
invitations from one Phoo Then
and 5 Meéo villages to come an
lead them to the Lord. The Lord
willing, with the coming of
Rev. and Mrs. H. § Clingen, we
will shortly have a Short Term
Bible School here. Twenty, most-
ly voung men, have already
applied to attend. Our prayer is
that God will choose many of
this group to become workers
among their own people, We are
also praying that God will supply
the funds to run the Short 'I%rm
Bible School and to send out
those whom He will ‘call out’
for His servicey.

Bible School

Rev. and Mrs. G. E. Roffe
Rev. H. 8. Clingen

The second term of the second
sessionn ol the North Laos Bible
Scheol, situated in Luang Pra-
bang, came to an end on iﬁiarch
31 and the student workers were
sent oul to various dislricis for
vacation ministry. Most of them
were stationed in Chrisiian com~
munities and were responsible
for circuits, as well as for itiner-
ant ministry, preaching the
Gospel among the heathen. With
the exception of one unmarried
man, who was dismissed, the
returned to school when it
reopened in July. Before long,
one couple that had given much
promise, decided to leave school
and, in mid-term, a second couple
left. These were all upper-class
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students and their going leaves
our ranks sadly and seriously
depleted. The only other upper-
class man remaining was then
sent over to the Xieng Khouang
district, along with a second-
eneration Christian from the
ower class, to minister in the
emergency situation that arose
over there.

Mr. Saly, instead of returning
to teach in the Bible School, was
also sent over to Xieng Khouang
and it became necessary to call
upon Mr. Clingen to assume a
share of the load in the school.
He and Mrs. Roffe did most of
the teaching through the last four
months of the year. By the end
of 1950 classes were drawing to
a close and the students were
looking forward to resuming their
district ministry. Earnest prayer
is requested that this ministry be
Spirit-filled.

Translation and Literature

A number of selected pieces of
Gospel literature have been (rans-
lated from the Siamese, with a
view to having them published in
Lao. This work awaits thorough
checking prior to prinling. A sec-
ond copy was made of the enlire
manuscript of the New Testament
and this has been sent home for
safe keeping, as a measure of
precaution, while waiting fime
and oppartunity to get this mate-
rial ready for printing. Again,
booths were secured at the
Twellth-month Festival in Luang
Prabang and in Vientiane and,
this year, Xieng Khouang was
added to the list of cities. Advan-
tage was laken of this annual
occasion o present the Message
through the printed page to the
thousands of people who gather

7

in the main centers for the
festivities.

As so often in the past, the
Bible Meditation League has
generously and efficiently come
to our help. In addition to provid-
ing liberal supplies ol paper
and stencils for pulting text
material into the hands of the
Bible School students, this group
has made it possible for us to
have other literature reproduced
by the off-set method. In this
way, the initial chapters of
Genesis, leading up to Abraham,
were made available to be pre-
sented along with the Gospel
according to Matthew, which
introduces Jesus Christ as the
son of Abraham. A hymnal of
135 hymns, put out by the Swiss
Brethren Mission of South Laos,
and containing a number of
hymns of our own translation,
was also reproduced by this
method and in an enlarged
format. These latter itemsreached
the Field late in the year and we
sincerely thank God — and the
League — for this splendid addi-
tion to our stock,

Transportation

Two jeeps and one baggage
trailer were made available to
the missionaries of North Laos.
Mr. Clingen, in Luang Prabang,
and Mr. Gustafson, in Vientiane,
purchased these items in Saigon
and returned to their stations
after Conference with this needed
equipment. Mr. Andrianoff’s jeep
has rendered voeman service in
Nieng Khonang bul is now defi-
nitely «fatiguée», as the French
say, and should be replaced at
the earliest possible moment.

A disappointing series of mis-
haps kept the North Laos Noré-
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crin plane out of service until
late June. From then on, how-
ever, it has proved its worth in an
unmistakable manner. IL has
ferried missionaries in to their
stations, when olher means of
transportation were either lack-
ing or definitely dangerous and
time-consuming. It has transfer-
red workers to new responsibili-
ties under similar circumstances.
It has enabled the missionaries’
children to reach home on vaca-
tion soon after leaving Dalat,
instead of being delayed for
weeks en route. Even a slight
accident, occurrinff on the rough
Xieng Khouang field, was a bles-
sing in that it required the Re-
gional Sub-Chairman to remain
m the area for six weeks (until
parts were garachuted and re-
pairs effecled) enabling him to
consult and collaborate with the
resident missionaries there ata
time when they needed help to
cope with the problems arising
from the rapidly increasing num-
ber of believers.

Altogether, during the year 1950
the plane has made 42 fights (41
of them in the last six months of
the year), flying a total of 66
hours. It has rendered valiant
and valuable service to the hard
pressed group of missionaries
and workers in this remole sec-
tion of Indo-China.

Rev.and Mrs. H. S. Clingen write:

« ‘Rejoice in the Lord alway;
and again I say, Rejoice!’ »

« It is with grateful hearts and
much rejoicing that we look back
over a year of varied ministries
and prepare to report on them.
Surely the Lord has ‘done great
things for us whereof we are
glad !’
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« Before starling back to the
mountains of North Laos after
lastannual Conlerence, it was our
joy to purchase a new jeep. This
much needed means of transpor-
tation was a direct answer lo
prayer and without soliciting
funds from home, wearedelighted
to report that the Lord has once
again honored faith and the car
is practically paid for.

«Once again the Lord showed
us that He direets in our ‘going
out’ and our ‘coming in’. After
a mosl exciting and somewhat
dangerous trip from Saigon via
road and air, we arrived in Vien-
tiane safely where we found our
way blocked for several weeks.
Our ministries in this eapital
city were very limited bul with
time on our hands, we were able
lo give ourselves to the ministry
ofthe Word and prayer. Subse-
quent to ourstay in Vientiane.'wc
have seen over and over again
that this ministry has paid great
dividends !

Luang Prabang

« Bible School — Upon arriving
in Luang Prabang, it became
our responsiblility and great
rivilege to assist in the North

20s Bible School. The subjects
taught were: Acls, Christian
Doctrine, Parables, Homilelics,
and I Corinthians. During the
class sessions and chapel
services, we came to know the
sludents and better understand
their spiritual problems. Our
experience in the school reassures
us that the only way we can
possibly reach the untouched
multitudes of this great moun-
tainous Mission Field is by means
of the native worker — well
trained in the Word of God.

T TR
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«Until the first partof December
1950, the regular ministries of the
city work fell upon our shoul-
ders. Weekly Prayer Services,
Children’s Meetings (one for the
children of Christian parents and
one for the children of non-
Christian parents,) and regular
Sunday Services were conducted.
Perhaps due to the political situ-
ation, our Chinese following fell
off considerably but with the
arrival of a Chinese-speaking
missionary, it is hoped that new
interest will be created and the
work already begun will increase
to the glory of God.

«Assoonaswearrived in Luang
Prabang we were able to put our
jeep to good use. It had come
up river ahead of us so was
awaiting our arrival. Not only
was the jeep used to get supplies
from the river boats, but it was
the means of connecling the city
with the airport. When the new
missionaries came, it did inval-
uable service in getling them
settled. Too, we were able to
visit one of our main Outstations
at Ban Kok Ngio. To this village
we also had the privilege of
laking Mr. Jeffrey on theoccasion
of his visit to Luang Prabang.

« Shorlly after out return from
Conference, we visited our Chris-
tians at Ban Nong Heo by means
of boat, the «Frank-Annn».
Several trips were made during
the year and on Lwo ocasions
we had the privilege of baptiz-
ing some two dozen belivers.
During his visit with us, our
Field Chairman also made this
trip bul on our way home a gear
‘gave out’ and we had to revert
to the typical Laotian *poling’,
gettinghome wellafter 10: 00 P.M.
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« At the Christmas season Mr.
Sawyer and I made a trip into
the mountains to visit some
villagers who had been asking
us to come to cast out their
spirit fetishes. What a joy it was
to rid three homes of the devil-
worship paraphernalia and lo
offer the prayer of faith. Surely
the children of the mountains,
even those around Luang
Prabang, are waiting to see the
power of the Lord in their midst.

Short Term Bible School

« When it was decided that we
should come to Xieng Khouang
to assist in the great movement
here, it did not take us long
to make the move. In faet,
less than one hour afler leav-
ing the air strip at Luang
Prabang, we were rolling the jeep
out of the plane and packing the
back-end in preparation for our
ride into our new home town.
Suitable quarters had been
found for us and in a couple of
days after our arrival we were
‘moved in’.

« Our first S.T.B.S consisted of
18 students; 15 Méo, 2 Phou
Teng, and one Lao. The school
lasted for six weeks and the
following subjects were taught:
Christian Doectrine, Christian
Conduct, Singing, Life of Christ,
and Scripture Memorizing. Never
have we been so thrilled and
challenged as when we taught
this group of splendid young
men. All of them were found
eligible for baptism and show
promise of being the future lead-
ers in the great work here in the
Xieng Khouang Province.
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- «The second S.T.B.S. had 10
students enrolled; 6 Phou Teng
and 4 Méa, This cenrse was of
three weeks duration and the
subjects taught in the first school
were repeated.

«Our work in Xieng Khouang
was not limited to the teaching
of a §.T.B.S., although that was
our main business at hand.
‘When the missionary in charge
of the station was in the district,
it fell our happy lot to assist in
condueting the Sunday serviees,
The accordion proved a great
help in the singing and general
intarest,  'What a thrill to see
hundreds of former devil worship-
ers meeling to worship the true
and the living God!»

THE CALL

Summary

«Early in the year one semi-
official worker lost his life at the
hands of insurgents. Toward the
end of the year the order came
through to evacuate a certain
section of the French population
from border provinees, including
Xieng Khouang, Disappoint-
ing and unexpected accidents
marred the initial phases of mis-
sionary aviation in North Laos.
Serious defection from the ranks
of Bible School studenis will
have an ultimate effect in the
eventual worker.

There has been steady growth
throughout the entire Field and
astounding growth in one partic-
ular area. May God enable us fo
work while it is day, for ni?ht
comelh when no man E‘mgw%r.{. »

THE CALL
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CAMBODIA
Rev. D. W. Ellison, Regional Sub-Chairman

« Emmanuel, — God with us».
« If God be for us who can be
against us?» «Fear not little flock
for it is your IFalher's good
pleasurelogiveyou the kingdomy.

The pattern of 1950 in the
Cambodian Field lias been very
similar to that of the previous
year. The year began with the
sending out of two Evangelistic
Bands, conlinuing of the Bible
School and ending with the grad-
uation of two students.Praise God
for the reopening ol two Mission
Stations and two Church Centers
during the year, for the begin-
ning of the Cambodian Gospel
Press, for written Government
authorizations for our churches
and chapels and for an all time

record number of missionaries

on the Field.

Siem Reap

In January 1950, Rev. and Mrs.
J. E. Doty, who had commenced
their language studies at Batiam-
bang a year ago, moved to Siem
Reap accompanied by one of the
Evangelistic Bands consisting of
five men and one woman. This
proved to be a most auspicious
time; for Dap Chhuon, one of
the great Issarak Chiefs, had jus:
made his submission to the King
and had heen appointed with his
soldiers to keep the peace of the
province. Thus we were able to
reopen this great province at a
time when it was peaceful for
the first time in many vears. Mr.
Doty set aside his language study
for a time and gave himself ear-
nestly to the task of taking the
Band out in his jeep visiting far
and near, contfacting all the

little groups of believers through-
out the province; and ai the
same time acquiring consider-
able practial facility in the
language. Seventy-five people
were led to (he Saviour by this
particular Band during the four
months they operated in this
District. An excellent slart was
diven to the work and the lifile
groups of Christians regathered
after years of isolation. Just
before the close of the year, the
Regional Sub-Chairman and
family made an extensive fri
through the province visiting a
the groups of Delievers. It was
refreshing to see a number of
new believers amongst the old,
However, the Church is still in
its infancy, the groups are small
and widely scattered and much
care and attention is needed,

Rev. I. E. Doly writes, «It was
marvelous how God worked to
bring our teacher {o salvation,
He had been in the Buddhist
priesthood eight or nine vears.
When he came to work for us,
hiis hair had not yet grown out
long enough to comb. He had
not been in Siem Reap very long,
when one evening, two men wit
pistols ordered him to go with
them. They took him to the for-
est. We praise God for the way
He delivered him from the hands
of his would-be killers. He was
afraid to stay, and afraid to
take a bus to Phunom Penh, for
they promised fo take him again
if he did not find 1,500 piastres
to ransom his life.

We are very thankful for his
fear of returning to Phnom Penh
by bus. He did not leave the
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property for a month. A barber
came and cut his hair at double
the usual cost. The night he was
frightened, instead ol solving his
problem physically, Tendeavored
to show him how very, very
hopeless he was in his present
religion, and showed him how
he might have hope in Christ. The
following Sunday, from fear of
staying on the property all alone,
he went to church for the first
time. He not only heard about
Christ during our studies of the
day, but he seriously began to
study the Word of God every
evening. He seemed lo realize
the fallacy of his own religion,
but the. cost of accepting Christ
secemed too great. Then Mr.
Ellison visited Siem Reap a
couple of weeks before Christmas,
and he brought with him, Kru
Chhoy, the Bible School teacher.
Kru Chhoy spent many hours
explaining” the Word of God to
our teacher. He finally got to the
place where hie reckoned the cost
of not accepting Christ freater
than the cost of ﬁ)sing all his old
friends. On December 18th, he
gave his heart to Christ. The nex!
morning, he told me how clean
and light he felt inside. He quit
the use of tobacco which he had
habitually used since childhood.
His face took on a glory shine,
revealing the joy and peace in his
heart. His fears subsided and he
testified boldly before a crowd
the Saturday night before
Christmas, and he also requested
baptism, which he received on
Christmas Day.

On Christmas Day, we had
the privilege of baptizing ten
Christians. One lady was first
contacted by the Evangelistic
Band and later led to Christ by a
Christian of her community. She
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soon quit her betel-nul chewing,
bought a New Testament, and
attended services regularly. Some
months laler, her husband also
gave his heart to Christ, at which
time I had the privilege of praying
with him. He soon quit his
tobacco and manifests a real
change of heart. 1 did not see the
woman before her conversion,
but as for her husband, his face
has taken on a new kind of light.
One woman baptized was 69 years
of age. Another was a man 58
vears of age who used 1o be a
high priest in a Buddhist
Temple ».

Battambang

Rev. and Mrs. H. K. Sechrist
have been in charge of this Dis-
trict during the year with Rev,
and Mrs. M. E. Graven engaged
in language study, and Iiviug in
one of the [ormer Bible School
dormitories. Neither missionaries
nor national workers have been
able to visit much in the in-
terior of the province and five
Outstations have been without
regular services or pastoral care.
The Church Center of Moung
and the Ouislation of Chandoer
Sva have been the only places
outside of Battambang City where
the Church has been able lo
function more or less normally.
Praise God for His gracious keep-
ing throughout a troubled year.
The children's Hostel, under the
circumstances, has been about
hall its former size, but has con-
tinued to exercise a wholesome
influence. Problems common lo
such institutions have arisen
during the year, but those in
charge have been able to helr
these young people who will
eventually, we lrust, become
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pillars in the Church and possibly
future pastors and evangelists.

Recently God graciously an-
swered prayer for a Chinese
woman who was very sick with
pneamonia. The missionary
prayed laying hands on the burn-
ing forehead, but as he closed
in prayer, suddenly she became
cool. When visited the next day,
she was practically well, and the
following[] Sunday she was back
in Church.

Rev. H. K. Sechrist writes:
«Reporting for the Battambang
area, we regrel to say that our
missionary dclivily was limited
to certain areas. In Battambang
Cllar we carried on as usual but
had to change the evening ser-
vice to an earlier hour to avoid
exposing church members to a
certain amount of danger after
nightfall.

Some trips were made, however,
and on one occasion while wit-
nessing and preaching ina small
village, I came across a hostile
man. At the time I was speaking
fo a group in the village this man
approached and ftold the people
not to listen to me. This ap-
proach did not ruffle my spirit
any but I ventured to witness to
him and offered him a tracl. He
disdainfully waved it aside and
replied sarcastically that hecould

_mot acceepl a religion that permil-

ted the slaughter ofanimals.
Bolstering up my courage a little
1 walked up to him, put my hand
on his shoulder, sll)ipped the
tract in_his pocket, and asked
him pointedly which was the
sreater sin: to kill an animal or
ill 2 man ? Without saying a
word he rather sheepisly edged
away and withdrew from the
scene drawin'g some laughs
and comments from the crowd.
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Several villagers came to me
immediately aflerwardsand said:
gqm- God does help yon, doesn't

2.

Knowing we were to be trans-
ferred to Ta Khmau and having
undergone several attacks in
Battambang, we rather looked
forward to the peace and quiet
of Ta Khmau lgible School life.
Shortly after arriving here we
were rather surprised to hear rifle
{ire not very far away. The Ta
Khman Bible School ‘is just an-
other of the Lord’s miracles. Were
il other than the Bible School for
all of Cambodia, it no doubt
would have been burned down
months ago. We are looking for-
ward to the new term to begin in
a couple of months, anticipaling
some hard work together with a
joyous time in the Lord as we
take up a period of service here.
Do not forg,'et to pray for us and
the Bible School students».

CENTRAL DISTRICT AND
PHNOM PENH CITY

There are three Distriets includ-
ed in this section. The SOUTH
WESTERN DISTRICT has a pop-
ulation of 570,000 peeple. Dur-
ing the past few years we have
had Vietnamese pastors located
at both Kampolt and Takeo, but
both have transferred to other

laces leaving the Churches to
~ambodian preachers who speak
Vietnamese. Both these pro-
vinces have been unsettled dur-
ing the past vear and missionary
visitation and oversight has been
at a minimum. Nevertheless the
witness has been maintained.
While several Christian families,
members of these two Churches
have moved elsewhere to earn
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their living, others have found
the Saviour and the work at
Kam;iaot. especially, should soon
be self-supporting.

The population of the SOUTH-
EASTERN DISTRICT is 576,000
Egople. At Svai Rieng, Mr. Put

s continued as parl time evan-
gelist, maintaining the witiess in
this town and province. The
work is greatly handicapped by
the fact that there is no chapel
aud the worker's fittle thaich
home is situated in a spot which
is covered with deep flood water
for several months each year.
Nevertheless, this little group
supplied us with four of our Bible
School students during the past
year. At Prey Veng, the Cambo-
dian Governmenl aclively assist-
ed in obtaining a house suitable
fora chapel. Pastor Sok has been
transferred from Battambang to
open up this work and to be
leader of the Evangelistic Band
which is to work in the District
during the next five months. We
trust ﬁlal ere long souls will be
saved and a strong church estab-
lished.

CENTRAL DISTRICT

We praise God Mr. Peterson
hias returned to the Field much
improved in health, while Mrs.
Peterson carried on the work
during his absence. In the City,
three chapels have been main-
tained for Cambodians, Chinese
and Vietnamese. Church Centlers
at Kompong Speu and Oudong
have been continued although
the workers have been attending
Bible School at Ta Khmau and
went each weekend to their re-
spective spheres of ministry. Sev-
eral Outstations have been vis-
ited regularly and others occa-
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sionally by either missionary or
national workers. Children’s
work has been carried on espe-
cially in the city by Mrs. Ham-
mond and others. At Kien Svai,
a number of children have given
their hearts to the Saviour and
show a real interest.

Translation, Press and Publi-
ecation Work

This year has been outstanding
in what has been done in this all-
imporlant department. Rev. A, L.
Hammond Las continued to work
most efficiently on the translation
of the Old Testament and has
reached the end of Ezekiel.

The Gospel Press has been
authorized by the Cambodian
Government and a Press buildin
erected on the Phnom Pen
Compound. A small recondi-
fioned press has been purchased,
as well as a paper cutter. To date
8,000 copies of the Gospel Sum-
mary, Catechism, ‘Our Great
Salvation’, and aboul twelve
tracts have been printed. Earlier
in the year 10,000 copies of the
Four Gospels and Acts were
printed on a local commercial
press although the type was set
up by the Mission Press. Praise
God for a good supply of litera-
ture all in revised versions. The
three Lvangelistic Bands will be
hard at work by the beginning
of 1951 traveling in five different
provinces endeavoring to quickly
place in the hands of the people
the Living Word of God which
is able to make them *wise unto
salvation”.

Bible School

The Bible School has just com-
pleted its 4th year since the war
and its 21st vear since it was
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founded in 1924. Twenty-one
students finished the school year
at which time two men received
their diplomas. Several others
had begun but did not continue
right through and a few special
students, for the vacations from
government schools, were
enrolled.

Kratie

In February 1950 Rev. and Mrs,
C. E. Thompson were assigned
to language study at Kratie after
having completed their course in
French at Dalat. One of our most
promising Cambodian preachers
was appointed to help them. An
Qutstation at Kbal Chuor, 12
miles north of the town which
had been started in 1929, has
been reopened. One family had
remained faithful down through
the years and now quite an en-
couraging group has gathered for
regular Sunday services. In the

st Mr. Chhuon, the preacher,

as proved quite successful in
getting Christians to tithe, and
we trust that before long strong
self-supporting Churches may be
established in many places in
this province. Before the close
of the year 1950, one of the three
Evangelistic Bands began work-
ing this District and we trust
that it will prove a great blessing
to the work.

Kompong Cham

Rev. and Mrs. H. M. Taylor
have continued to give spiritual
leadership in this great District
throughout the year, traveling
extensively, and belping with
opening of Kratie. ey have
held Women's and Children’s
Meetings and weekly meetings
for the prisoners in the jail. The
Mission boat, ‘The Mekong
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Evangel' has been transferred
from Kompong Cham to Ta
Khmau where it is hoped that it
may be used in conjunction with
the Bible School during the
coming year. Good work has
been done among the coolies of
the rubber plantations in the
rovinee and quite a number
ave been brought to the Saviour.

During the past year, a Viet-
namese pastor, Mr. Khanh, has
been transferred from Takeo
to Kompong Cham to take care
of the growing work among the
people of this race. The imme-
diate results have been very
gratifying. Pastorand Mrs. Khanh
have shown much initiative and
already the Vietnamese Church
at Kompong Cham is almost the
size of the Cambodian Church.
Praise God for this rapid growth.
This past yvear the first Annual
District Conference was held and
a District Committee and Chair-
man were elected. This same pro-
cedure was followed in both
Battambang and Phnom Penh
Districts later on. The combined
Cambodian and Vietnamese
groups have been working ac-
tively on a Building Fund to
provide a church home for this
growing work,

Two church centers at Roka
Kong and Kompong Thma have
continued to minister the Word in
ﬁpnlous centers in this District.

e work among the children
in these centers is Earticular!}'
encouraging. Roka Kong has a
small group of very earnest
Christians and isa real lighthouse
along the populous banks of the
Mekong. The challenge of many
towns and large villages,through-
out the District of Kompong
Cham,sounds outloudly,and par-
ticularly becausea limited num-
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ber of national workers prevents
opening them up to the Gospel.

Rev. and Mrs. M. B Steiner
write, « The year 1950, was spent
moslly in language study at Ta
Khmau. We were both Eappy to
have reached the stage before
the end of the year where we
could Ereach short sermons, or
tell Bible stories using flannel-
graph, This new year finds us
still westling with the complex-
ities of the Cambodian idiom,

spelling and pronunciation, but

itis also a year which is present-
ing us with many and varied
oi;lmrlunities for using that
which we have already learned.
We are now installed at Kom-
pong Cham and have the re-
sponsibility of getting the Gospel
out to the towns and villages of
the two Provinces of Kompong
Cham and Kompong Thom.

We are finding it a real joy to
work with the three Cambodian
preachers and their wives, and
with Mr., and Mrs. Khanh, the
Vietnamese workers. They are
very kind and helpful as they
listen to us leading Prayer
Meetings or Women's Meelings

and are nol a bit shy about

correcting our language mistakes.
Just now an Evangelistic Band of
four Bible School students is
working out of Kompong Cham.
They are living in a large room
under our house. Now that we
have a more dependable car, we
zan take the whole Band and the
local pastor, Kru Hom, out to
many of the villages and towns
to preach the Gospel, sell Chris-
tian literature, and distribute
iracts. We are finding this work
very interesling, and itis a real
joy to explain the way of salva-

tion to some benighted soul who

has never belore heard the Name
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of Jesus. We have had the
blessed privilege of seeing several
Cambodians saved since our
arrival here two months ago, but
how we longand pray for a real
old-fashioned outpouring of the
Spirit of God in convieting and
saving power.

Here, in Kompong Cham, we
are planning to buy a lotin order
that we may builda church. Will
you not pray with us that this
worthy task will soon be
accomplished, that every need
might be met, so that there will
be a shining lighthouse for the
élory of God in this needy city?

ray for usy.

Chinese Work

There are two Chinese workers
in Cambodia, In Phnom Penh
City there is an organized church
which is practically sell-support-
ing. A Children’s Primary School
is conducted in_conjunction
with this church with three full-
time teachers. During the year
Rev. and Mrs. W. H. Holton from
Saigon spent six weeks working
among the Chinese and visiling
every Mission Station. They were
able to reach many of the Chinese
Schools in all of these districts
and hundreds of children and
young people heard the Gospel.

‘e covet earnestly a Chinese-
speaking missionary couple
for work among the many thou-
sands of Chinese in Cambodia.

Instances of Healing ard
Deliverance

There have been numerous
cases throughout 1950 of God's
gracious answer io prayer in
healing the sick. From Kompong
Cham comes this report: —
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« The faithful and earnest wife
of one of our elders was seriously
ill and death seemed likely. The
church united in pracf'er and the
Lord heard and delivered.
Though her illness was of some
length, she is again an active
member of the church. Praise
God I »

On one oceasion two of our
missionaries met an Issarak chief
who came upon them carrying
a grenade in one hand and a
daggerinthe other. He was intox-
icated, and seeing his appearance
and weapons, we felt immedia-
tely our need ofdivine protection.
We talked with him for some
time about the Lord Josus, sal-
vation, the second coming and
future judgment, all the time
keeping our eyes fixed on his
weapons, It was with great relief
that we finally were able lo take
our leave from this forbidding
personage.

A man who had heard the
Gospel but refused to believe,
was traveling by bus towards the
City of Phnom Penh. The bus
was stopped by a band of armed
robbers. Evervbody was relieved
of their money and possessions,
but when they came to this par-
ticular man, they denouneed him
as a foreign spy. Although he
did not believe in the Lord, he
called npon Him in his heart to
help and deliver. God answered
prayer and the robbers left him
unmolested, and today he is an
carnest believer in the Lord
Jesus Christ.

In the second largest town in
the Kompong Cham District, the
missionary was walking alon
the street ‘:]l.\raying that the Lor
would lead him to some hungry
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heart. Going from house to house
and from store lo store giving out
tracts and witnessing, he came
upon a young man who was quite
well educated. He was the son
of a well-to-do Cambodian who
was a zealous Buddhist. The
youth was impressed with the
message and bought several
books. On the next trip to this
town, he accepted the Lord Jesus
as his Saviour, He is a promising
Christian and we trust will prove
to be the openiugg wedge for the
evangelization of this large town.
Pray for him,

Prospects

Never bhefore have we had
such freedom as far as the Cam-
bodian Government is concerned.
On the other hand, conditions
in large areas of the Field have
been unsettled. At Christmas
time, the French turned over
officially all the government
functions to the Cambodians.
This has resulted in brinfgin in
several big Issarak chiefs. ft is
too soon o say whether a united
Cambodia will result from these
submissions bul it is to be hoped
so. With the international situa-
tion so ominous, we cannot tell
what may develop in the near
future, but we want to be faithful
to our trust and to build wisel
so that the Cambodian Chure
may stand the test of the strenuous
timnes which lie ahead. Mosl of
our Christian groups meet in
rented chapels. Battambang has
the only church building. Church
buildings are most urgently
needed in Phnom Penh City an
Kompong Cham. May God enable
us to meet the challenge of our
time and to faithfully serve our
generation till Jesus comes,

P E——
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TRIBES
Rev. H. A. Jackson, Regional Sub-Chairman

Dalat

Rev. and Mrps. H. A. Jackson.

The words of David Brainerd
often come to mind when review-
ing the past year.

He wrole: «I stood still and
waltched God work». Often we
have been forced lo just stand
still, and waleh, and wait, while
God fought and conquered for us
and for our workers. Our hearts
have often been hushed in His

resence as we have watched

im perform what had been to
us an impossibility.

Tribes Center

The Lord has done a marvelous
thing for us in giving this new
Trihes Cenler. We came into

ossession of it in March. Mr.
Rackson began excavaling and
building immediately and by
July 15, we moved into our new
quarters.

The Center is often like a bee
hive of activity between school
sessions as well as when classes
are being held. The tribes]i]eorle
never travel alone. Often hall a
village come in together to the
markel to barter rice for sall and
other necessities. Naturally they
come to the Center for the night.
They often nearly crowd us oul.
Preachers come and go fre-
quently, Christiansbringin their
sick. There is nearly always a
large group here from some
section of the district which gives
us a most valuable opportunity
for direct contact with village
Christianswho are so inaccessible
olherwise,

Bible School

As in former years, the Bible
School has taken second place
while the care of the churches
has been given first place. 'This
has been necessary because most
of the Christians are very youn
in the faith. They cannot rea
and therefore depend entirely
upon their preachers for spiritual
nourishment.

There have been five sessions
of Bible School held this year, or
twenty-two weeks altogether with
fifty-two students in attendance.
There are three distinct deparl-
ments in our school, which are:
the regular Bible Schoal, the
Preparatory Department and the
Model School.

We have re-arranged the curric-
ulum and are hoping to graduate
nine senior men within a year.
A few courses that have been
added fo the curricnlum will
be given as refresher courses
later on to the older men.

Distriet

Tribes — The Chils are the
largest glgou and the most
inaccessible. They have hidden
themselves away in the hi
mountains. They are a people
totally neglected and almost
unknown until now.

— The Riongs live along the
mountain slopes and reach down
nearly to the Djiring level.

— The Mas also live on the
mountain slopes and reach down
past the Djiring level and on over
to Banmethuot.
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— The Kodus live on the other
side of the mountain and run
into the Chams who dwell in the
foothills.

— The Lacs, who are found on
this level, are the most fanatical
in their worship of the spirits.

Churches — There are 27
student-preachers who are re-
sponsible for all the work at the

enter and for 25 churciies and
meeting places in the villages.
Seven new chapels werededicated
this year.

The Christians number a little
over 2,000 and the candidates
for baptism who follow a special
catechism course preparatory to
baptism, about 125. There have
been very few baptisms this year
owing to the fact that we had to
cancel the Annual Christmas
Conference at which time there
has always been a large baptismal
service.

dungle Trips — In October
Mr. Namand I, with a few tribes-
men, went on an extended trip
lo visit a section of work we had
never been able to visit before.
We found seven organized church
groups, entirely the work of our
student preachers. Four litlle
churches were built and dedi-
caled last year and three more
this year. Belween 60 and 70
Eeople expressed a desire to
ecome Christians and asked fo
pray with us.
¢ were received everywhere
with warm hospitality and real
joy by tribespeople, many of
wKOm were hostile and fanatical
spirit worshippers just six
months a‘fo. e were especially
impressed by the devolion of
these new Christians to their
preachers and by their earnest
and sincere desire lo learn all
they can of God and His Word.
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It was a real grief to all of us
to find one village had abandoned
their little church and had gone
back to sacrificing to the spirits.
This was because the preacher
was sick and had returned to his
village where he could be cared
for. We had no one to replace
him and we eould not leave our
duties here long enough to go to
visit them. The people, so youn
in the new Way, feR abandonec
and went back to the only thing
they knew. They have taken on
new life and courage now that
another Ereacher has gone to live
and work among them.

One of the churches we visited
while on this trip is in a village
where five months ago no one
had ever heard the Gospel mes-
sage. Nearly the whole village
accepted Christ the first time the
heard of Him. They left o
planting rice for one day to listen
and were begging for more when
darkness closed in around the
village that first night. The next
day they were ready to beg the
yvoung student-preacher to remain
with them and before the week
was up they had already begun
to buiPd a chapel for the worship
of God.

The insbrument God used in
this inslance is a young man who
stood true through a great trial
and whose sorrow was tnrned to
greal joy and blessing. As I
walched Krong C guide and direct
this large group of new believers
and saw the great joy on
his face, my heart sang over and
over again, «He gives me joy
in place of sorrow, He gives me
love that casts out fear, He gives
me sunshine for my shadow and
heauty for ashes here ».

Perhaps right here is the place
to mention the faithful and
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efficient help both Mr. and Mrs.
Nam give us in the tribeswork.
They are a talented and conse-
crated couple, abounding in the
work of the Lord. The tribes-
people love them and have perfect
conjE'xdence in them, and will listen
to any counsel they feel to give.
Mrs, {Iam has been helping in
the Bible School. Mr. Nam has
taken over much of the respon-
sibility of the district work in
addition to ministering to the
village Christians who have made
a well-beaten path to his front
door. He also teaches two and a
half hours in the Bible School
every day.

Special Meetings

The dedication of the new Bible
School building and the Tribes
Center was a time of rich blessing
and marked the consummation
of the hopes and aspirations of
many years. Each village church
sent a delegation and the large
school-chapel room was crowded
to its utmost capacity with crowds
of people grouped outside. The
preachers requested the Christian
gongers to come in from various
villages lo welcome the guests
in true tribal style. The gongs
called us to worship and then
filled the air with steady clear
rhythm as we chatted in grm'lﬁs
around the grounds after the
service.

A most impressive ordination
service was held in ounr school-
chapel room the following week,
Two Vielnamese missionaries lo
the tribes and one Vietnamese
worker were ordained to the
ministry.

Since we had to cancel our
slans for the Annual Christmas

onference, we decided lo plan
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a Christmas frogram that each
preacher would be able to repeat
in his village church. The Lac
Christians, who live nearest to
us, asked to attend this service,
Other Christians camein to escort
the preachers and their [amilies
home, so before we knew il, we
had over 400 jungle people millingf
around the grounds. They al
came prepared to stay a night or
two! We could offer them no
hospitality otherthan fresh water
to drink and wood for their fires,
but they thanked us with beaming
faces for allowing them to make
their camps under the trees
around the House of God. Since
so many had come to the Center,
we quickly planned a three-day
Conference. During the two days
that followed, there was a
baptismal service, closing exer-
cises for the Model School, the
Christmas program (which had
to be given twice so thatall conld
hear it) and a Communion
Service.

The special meetings thal mark
the greatest and the most impor-
tant step forward were the Christ-
mas Conferences held by the
preachers in their own village
churches. Each preacher selected
from the full program he had
learned so thoroughly here at
the school and began drilling the
children of the village. ey
conducted a three day conference
that centered around the Christ-
mas program.

These conferences came at the
time when the crops had been
sathered in, the time when there
i1s always much feasting and
drinking and worshipping of the
spirits in the heathen villages.
Preachers and Christians alike
have made it known that from
now on they would like to have
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a combination of harvest festival
and Christmas Conference each
year. Instead of one big Con-
ference here at the Center, there
were at least eight conferences
this year in the village churches.

Publications

A primer has been prepared
and 1,000 copies printed and
distributed. The Gospel of John
has been revised and 1,000 copies
mimeographed and distributed.
Galatians has been translated and
1,000 copies mimeographed.
Booklets : Psalm 23 with illustra-
tions, Psalm 1 with illustrations,
and the complete Christmasslory.

Church Organization

There has been need for much
reorganizing and the first steps
have been taken by re-electin,
an Executive Commillee an
committing much of the respon-
sibility of the district work lo
them. They are showing much
ability and real understanding as
they meel and work out the
problems of the distriet.

An Inter-Tribal Commiliec is
drawing up a Constitution which
will be submitted to the govern-
ment authorities with a request
that they recognize the Tribes
Church of Indo-China.

DALAT — MODEL SCHOOL
Mrs. Jean Funé

Matthew 18: 14 « Even so it is
not the will of vour Father which
is in heaven, thal one of these
little ones should perish ».

Lasl year we reported, in con-
nection wilh the Shorl Term
Bible School, the beginning
of a ‘Model School" where the
Koho preachers are instructed
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nol only in religious subjects, but
also in the fundamenta{ secular
ones, where they observe and
practice teaching under supervi-
sion. This was undertakensimply
because, as yet, nothing has heen
done for these groups of mountain
people in the way of education.

We are happy to report
progress. There have been four
sessions since we began the Model
School, and there will beanother,
D.V., beginingin March. Between
sessions these men teach the
lessons they have been taught
here the previous session. They
bring their pupils’exercise books
with them the next time they
come in order that I may check
their work. The joy of it is that
these children who have been
accustomed to frittering away
their time, occasionally jigﬁiing
the baby tied on their back lo
keep it {rom crying, now go to
school —— baby and all — still
take time out to eomfort the baby
when it is unhappy, but in the
meantime they are learning
hymns, Scripture verses,
Calechism, Bible stories, reading,
wriling, arithmetic, hygiene and
ethies, The attendance here is
usually about 40 children, In the
jungles there are 14 schools being
carried on by our men with some
300 children enrolled.

Records show thaf up to Christ-
mas time, among the preachers’
wives, their children and a few
younger men, 26 persons had
learned all 41 memory verses,
13 others had learned 30 or
more, 15 olhers 20 or more.
This does not include the 27
older men who learned them all
as well. Back in the jungles 63
have learned 30, verses 65 others
have learned 20. They are
encouraged by the mounted
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colored Bible pictures given as
rewards for each 10versesrecited.

Please Bray that the Word of
God will be hidden away in their
hearts and will bear fruitin their
lives ; that from among them the
Lord will call out many for His
service who will be «stedfast,
unmoveable, and always abound-
ing in the work of the Lord».

Banmethuot Station

Rev. and Mrs. G. H. Smith

On the first of January 1950,
we closed the Bible School and
sent out the 30 students and their
wives into a radius of a hundred
miles in all directions, to tell the
Good News of the Gospel to their
own people. We missionaries
alsomadeoutanitineraryand vis-
ited as many places as possible.

We drove in our truck with
an evangelistic party to the
Mm:lr.qi-,ﬂ ar tribespeople in the
mountains sixty miles away.
These are a wild, neglected tribe,
{murer and dirtier than the
Radays with big discs of ivory or
wood inserted in their stretched
ear lobes. Their thatched bamboo
longhouses are built right down
on the ground with no windows,
just a low door at each end by
which to crawl inside. We
visited six or seven of these
villages and placed three student
preachers to work among these
people.

We next visited among the
Mnm;f Rolum people of the Lake
Daklak region. Krun and Brong,
two of the Mnong workers had
led a group of 30 Christians in
Sheep village to build their own
chapel, and we had a happy
dedicalion service there. e
spent two weeks at different times
with the Chil people in the Buon
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Krong and Buon Hngo district,
visiting 20 villages. We helped

to dedicale a fine new chapel at
Guon Krong and the Christians
at Buon Hngo and Buon Ja began
work on chapels of their own.
There are now a hundred Chris-
tians in that distriet.

We also saw a work begun
among the Bih tribespeople in the
Plaosieng area. The district chief
there has become a Christian and
is a great influence in his 13
villages. Four Bih Christians
were able to enter the Bible
School this yvear,

On February 1st, 50 of the
Banmethuot Christians drove out
with the Ziemers and us, fifly
miles west to dedicate the pretty
new wooden chapel at Dak Song.
This is the headquarters for the
evangelizing of the Mnong Nong,
Mnong Prang, and Mnong Pre
tribes. Forty of these wild, jungle
people sat on mats on the floor
of the new church. Great ivory
ear plugs dangled in their ears,
their teeth were filed off and some
of the chiefs had bunches of red
yarn pomﬁoms held by brass
skewer - like ornaments in the
knobs of their hair. Brass wire
was wound tight(lly around their
legs and arms and their clothing
was just a few rags.

The Mnongs sat spell-bound
listening to the flannelgraph
stories and they gaped in wonder
to hearthe singing of h s byso
many voices. They all expressed
a desire to follow Christ, but were
still fearful that the demons might
be angrv. Since then twenty or
thirty children from the Govern-
ment school near the chapel have
been meeling frequently with
two Mnong preachers, and can
recite Bible verses, sing, tell the
Gospel story, and pray. Many
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villages have been visited and
there are over 30 Chrislians in
this new center now,

In Mareh, God gave a revival
at the Tourane Conlerence under
the preaching of Mr. Nelson. Mr,
Nhuong, our Vielnamese pastor,
came back filled with the Holy
Spirit, and as he recounted the
blessings of God al Tourane,to our
Banmethuol Church, they rose
one alter another weeging and
confessing their sins and seeking
God for a holy life. The meeting
lasted from nine a. m. until three
p. m.

Leper Work:

We are greally encouraged in
our project to establish a model
leprosy settlement. Suoch a work
is a big undertaking. Finding a
suitable site, obtaining the land,
securing Government authoriza-
tions, cutting the jungle and
clearing it, planning for the
buildings, ete., took many
months to accomplish.

Miss Charlotte Schon, R. N,
arrived in Banmethuot in March
and began the study of the Raday
language. From August to
November she was in Purulia,
Bihar, India, taking special train-
ing in leprosy under the world-
famous leprologist, Dr, Ernest
Muir.

Al the end of the year we began
accepling patients, and brought
them in from their villages in our
truck and trailer. The saddest

rt was having to leave so many
E:h'md for lack of accommo-
dation. Thesemen, women, boys
and girls for whom we have
room are happily enjoying clean
quarters, new mals, warm
blankets, good food, and good
medical care, Miss Schon admin-
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isters the new sulphone drugs,
and binds up their open sores
each day. lI‘Ile patients are
engaged in making gardens lo
augment their food supply.

The Plane:

The loss of our Stinson plane
in 1949 was a greal blow lo us,
but good friends at the Moody
Bible Institute in Chicago kindly
purchased a new Piper Pacer
plane fully equipped and it
reached us inNovember. Wehave
found it even more useful than
the Stinson during these days
when road lravel is so dangerous.

Christmas Conference, 19501

Qur Banmethuot Chapel and
housing facilities were laxed to
the limit as many hundreds of
Christians from various (ribes in
and aroud this Raday center met
for a four-day Conlerence at
Christmas time. The Lord was
truly in our midst and the
tribespeople met Him. There was
a baptismal service when 127
tribespeople followed the Lord
in baptism.

One whole day was given over
to the organizing of the Tribes
Church of the Darlac Plateau.
The Christians elected their own
President, No, of the Daklak
Chapel, a secretary, a treasurer,
and two counsellors. Greal steps
toward self-support were also
made at the nference, The
Banmethuot Church became self-
suPporting during the year. The
salary of the President of the
Tribes Church is being paid from
the tithes of the native workers,
The Christians of Buon Tuor
pledged the full support of their
worker there. Half a dozen other
church groups pledged half the
support of their preachers,
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Following the Banmethuot
Christmas gathering a three-day
Conference was held with the
Mnong Christians in the Daklak
Lake chapel, 32 miles away.
Four hundred Christians met
with us, and 57 Mnongs were
baptized at this lime,

Altogether, the year 1950 has
been one of great advance in the
firm establishing of the Church
of Christ. Over a thousand
11?(}mrers prayed in a dozen
diflerent tribes and dialects
around the Banmethuot area.
With our force of 47 workers
entering 1951 with a spirit of
wide-spread conquering for
Christ, we believe that the
coming days will see an even

ater increase in the work,

e give God all the praise for
His goodness.

Banmethuot Distriet and
Bible School

Rev. and Mrs .N, R. Ziemer

The yearof 1950 has been defini-
tely a year ofadvance in the evan-
Ee ization and establishing of the

hurch among the tribespeople
of Darlac Provinee. In January
1950 there were 17 Out-slations
being manned by 29 student-
g:stors working out from

nmethuot. Now in January,
1951, at the closing of the six-
month Bible School session there
are 27 Out-stations being manned
by 38 tribal student-pastors, and
evangelistic team composed of
two other students and directed
by Pastor Nhuong.

At the beginning of 1951 there
are 13 of the 27 Qul-stations that
already have their own chapels.
Of this number 7 were built and
dedicated during the year of 1950,
At the other centers daily services
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are still conducted in the
longhouses of the believers. It
|s_l1ofned that more village chapels
will be constructed during 1951,
Of these 7 chapels, 6 were con-
structed with no outside help, all
materials and labor donated by
the Christians of the villages.

The chapel at Buon Puan was
built this year despite much
opposition from the unbelievers,
as the student-pastor sought to
prove the power of God by
construeting the chapel on a site
and with materials that had
formerly been entirely connected
with the worship of evil spirits.

The Lake area has been open
and the native workers there
have done a fine job throughout
the course of the year. Y No, who
is now President of the Raday
Tribal Church, has been permit-
ted to have weekly services in
nearby Goverment schools,
Consequently practically all the
students profess Christianitynow.
One of the teachers, Y Het,
followed the Lord in baptism in
the month of February. At the
beginning of 1951, ten of the
twenty-seven Oul-stations are in
:his_ ake area. hl!lnchd of this
erritory is populate the
Mnong tribesppegple. by

During the year 5 baptismal
services were held at which time
a total of 255 souls followed the
Lord in this testimony of their
new-found faith.

The Bible School was in session
from July 4 until the end of
December. Two groups compris-
ing 35 men and 27 women were
enrolled. Three missionaries
together with two national
workers, Pastorand Mrs. Nhuong,
made up the teaching staff.
Courses were taught in the Gospel
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of Matthew, the Gospel of John,
the Epistle of Romans, Parables
of Jesus, Practice Preaching,
Doectrine, Hygiene, Old Testa-
ment Stories, and for the women,
Old and New Testament stories
with flannelgraph, reading, writ-
ing, and sewing.

Translation work was carried
on as time permitted. The Gospel
of John has been printed in
Raday by the British and Forei
Bible Society and is now ready
for distribution. The manuseript
for Matthew is ready for publi-
cation after being carefully
examined by a commillee of
three, read and studied in mimeo-

aphed form by over 35 students.

he New Testament in Raday is
ready for revision.

We were privileged to be
visited by Rev. H. E. Nelson,
Home Sceretary of the C. & M. A.,
and his ministry was a
definite blessing to all who heard
his messages. During the
Christmas Conference, especially
after the service at which one of
the missionaries spoke, God the
Holy Spirit began to work in the
hearts of these people. There was
strong crying with tears as man
sought God for the fulness of His
Spirit and were satisfied. Others
confessed wrongs of various sorts
with the desire to leave them,
Some severed the ties of evil
habits and left pipes and tobacco
at the front of the echapel. Others
were burdened and wepl for the
salvation of their unsaved ones.
Truly God worked in a wonderful
way. We feel the beginning of a
real moving toward God in this
tribal area, and we trust that in
His will these young churches
may be thoroughly established
in the faith of our Lord and
Saviour, Jesus Christ.
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Pleiku District

Rev. and Mrs. T. G. Mangham.

As we look back upon this past
year our hearts are fuli of
thanksgiving to God for His rich
blessing in the Pleiku District.

New Outstations have been
opened ; the first Hrinted Gospels
have been received and are being
sold ; new Christians have been
baptized, one of whom was a
village chief; and many have
prayed for salvation.

A district chief, who at one
time prayed in our Pleiku Chapel,
came to visit us. He asked us lo
please send a preacher to the
people in his district in order
that they might learn aboutJesus.
We had no money to build a
chapel, so we told him that if he
could persuade his people to
build a long-house chapel, we
would send a preacher to leach
them. He then added: «I do not
want money, or even salt to pay
the coolies to build the house,
all we want is your promise that
we will have someone to teach
us when the house is finished ».
Swallowing lears of l’oy-, we
agreed,and the district chief wenl
away happy. Praise the Loxd for
the great hunger God has placed
in his hearl.

Qur Bible School is also very
encouraging. We now have nine
couples and four single men
studying with an enthusiasm that
thrilis our hearts. They have
heeded the call of God and are
cager to get out into full time
work. We are cerlain that only
by the training of many native
worlkers can we ever hope to see
this vast territory evangelized,
for there are many, many villages
tucked away in the foresits that
have never heard the Name of
Jesus.
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Our ten vearold Pleiku Chapel
fell to the ground during a fierce
windstorm this past winter. At
the time il seemed to be a
terrible tragedy, bul the Lord
knew we needed a new meeting
place. We now have the new
cha|iwi, but this time it is built
on the ground instead of on
stilts. Here, hundreds of coolies,
from scores of villages are
reached, for the Jerai in this
district come to Pleiku to pay
their taxes, and they spend the
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night in the government coolie
hounse right next door to the
chapel. Services are held every
night of the week and only
eternity will reveal what has
been accomplished through these
nightly meelings that are so well
attended. We are praising His
Name [or we know the Lord is
blessing the work among the
needy Jerai tribal people, and
we are looking forward to an
even greater harvest this coming
year,

‘“PRESS ON"

If you find Life’s road is rough,

And the climbing's getting tough,

Do notsay, *“I've had enough!"—
But PRESS ON.

Wouldn't do to sit and whine,

Just be wasting precious time,

Keep a-smiling — that is fine! —
And PRESS ON.

Can't you hear the Master say,

“Come, follow me” along the way?

Most certainly you may

Sing, and smile, and pray —
And PRESS ON.

A
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NORTH VIET-NAM

Bev. J. J. Van Hine, Regional Representative

Haiphong
Rev. and Mrs. J. J. Van Hine

We have come to the end of
another vear, and it is time to
take a spiritual invenlory. The
Word instructs us to ‘remember’,
to look back and see what the
Lord has done. His goodnessand
mercy has been with us. His
promises have been made real in
many ways. His power has been
mantfested. His grace revealed
in many lives. We praise Him l[or
the work that has been accom-
slished and thal it could continue
or another year. There mighl be
more difficult days ahead in the
unseen future, bui the same Lord
gives the same promises and He
will bring forth the same results
as we trust Him to do the
¢ exceeding abundantly above all
that we ask or think’.

During the vear a goodly
number of souls have been saved
and sick bodies have been
touched. Two preaching places
have been opened. Some workers
have returned [rom the otherside.
Their testimonies of God's keep-
ing power in the midst of danger
are inspiring, nol alone thrilling
in the proper sense. They have
experienced fiery trials and the
joy of the Lord has brought
them through victoriously, Itis
difficult to explain or fully realize
the testing and suffering the
Church is going through.

In the midst of confusion that
surrounds us, there is also jov.
A Christian came lo visit us with
his wife and four children.
Up until that day, they only
had one child. During the
uprising in 1945 when trouble
starled here after the war, this

family lost their three children.
Since that time, they had been
trying to find them. Welikewise
did everything possible to locate
them. Hecently, he heard lhey
might be in a cerlain arca. He
went there in dangerous territory.
With the help of the Viclnamese
Governor of the Provinee and
local troops, they found the three
children in three dilferent vil-
lages. It was only then that he
had learned the children had
been sold. In order to get them
back he had to pay live thousand
sasters for each one and this he
id. They were so excited when
they came to visit us tho they
could hardly contain themselves..
It brought before us in a vivid
way the love of our Heavenly
Father and the love of the Saviour
Jesus Christ who bought us will
a sacrificial price.

We have seen the Lord manifest
His power and solve problems
that were most difficult. A
preacher coming from the other
side was putin prison. His name
was the same as the man they
were looking for. Much prayer
was offered for him and God in
a marvelous way released him.
He told us how he was sustained
in prison with quietness and
confidence that only the Lord
could give. Hesaid it had enrich-
ed his spiritual life. Another
preacher who had returned with
nothing ot this world’s goods,
Eave his testimony about the

eeping power of the Lord, how
his needs were met whemr
everything looked utterly hope-
less. He also had a soul saving
ministry under adverse con-
ditions. Our God is the same and



still works miracles in many
_hearts and [ives.

It is interesting to hear how
the Christians are carrying on the
work in remote places. A deacon
was able to get into the city for

.a visit which was a mutual

blessing. It was fouching the
way he told how he was the only
man that remained in the village
while the others had to go with
the opposite forces or [lee. He
remained at the simple bamboo
Church, got the women and

«children together for prayer Lwice
-4 week and read to them the

Word. Heis a very faithful old
man,

A Christian in another area
told how his center was attacked
on Christinas Day. He remained
with his family in the house,
reading the Bible when soldiers

«camein.  Seeing the Bible on the

table, they said, « This is a Chris-
tian family » and le(t them alone.
A few days later hostile troops
came in and burned his house.
He told us with a radiant lace:

« I guess Chrislians have to he

detached from the world and be
poor to stay close to God ».

The Nam-Dinh and Hai-Duong
stations have been evacuated as
a precautionary measure and the
ladies sent to Dalat while Lhe
men carry on their ministry in
Hanoi.

In spite of closer haoslilities
around us, the work conlinues
as nsnal. On Christmas Day, the
Haiphong Church was dedicated.

‘The Christians have made great

sacrifices with their giving to
help supply this need. The
services were wel] atlended with
renewed interest among the
voung people and in the Sunday

School.
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We still have the door of
opportunity wide open in this
limited area of North Viet Nam;
may it remain so. God’s power
is not limited, as we join in
prayer for ihe salvation of souls
in this war-torn land. There has
been advancement during the
pasl year with much encourage-
ment, but we are expecting
greater things during the coming
year.

Nam-Dinh

Rev. and Mrs. R. M. Jackson

For over four years Pastor
Nhut has been at Hoanh-Nhi.
Since December of last year
he has made several visiis to
Nam-Dinh City. This year he
planned to hold Christmas
services at two Outstations as
well as at the main Church. The
Earsouage and the Church

uilding have been rebuilt, It
was hoped the work would be
comgleted before the Christmas
celebration.

In March of this year, a Chris-
tian went to inspect the Church
building in Thai-Binh City. The
walls and roef were in rather
good condition, but all the
woodwork had been removed.
At present the Church is occupied
as a military post, but it will be
vacaled when the Vietham Church
in the Northern Distriet requests
that it be returned. Il is not safe
to place an evangelist and his
tamily there al this time. The
latest report is that there are
nineteen Christian families in
Thai-Binh Province.

Tien-Hai, in the Province of
Thai-Binh, is a bright spot in a
dark picture. Mr. Tho and his
father weresaved some years ago.
In their village they have been
earnest wilnesses for Christ.
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Mr. Tho received much blessing
when Rev. H. E. Nelson, our
Home Secrelary, preached at
tHlanoi. A recent letter states
that he has won seven others in
the place where he works. They
meet for family worship morning
and evening and on Sunday.
He is overtlowing with joy and
thanks to God. He also wrole of
an old man and a boy who love
God’s Word. Often they read the
Bible all night long and still
wanl {o read more.

Ha-Nam and Ninh - Binh
Provinces used to belong to Nam
Dinh District. In 1942, there was
an evangelist and a chapel in
each province. After trouble
broke out at the end ol 1946, the
evangelists left and went to live
in villages where there were
believers. During1950, conditions
became so dillicult that the
evangelists came lo Hanoi or went
to work in some other province.

Nam-Dinh City was our home
for two years. We were unable
to visit an Oulstation but were
busy in the City work. It look
aboula yeartogain the confidence
of the people. We were glad to
be there to greet the former
Christians when they returned
from theirroaming in thecountry.
Il fighting breaks out in one
village, the helpless people flee
to seek a safer place. Not long
ago, an elderly woman, almosl
blind, came to Nam-Dinh City.
She told us she had been wan-
dering for four vears. During that
time, she had slayed in sixteen
villages. She was very happy to
be back in God's house and meet
some fellow-helievers. She
yraised God for the many de-
}i\'erauces He had granted her,

Before our 1950 Conflerence at
Dalat, we had refused fo feach
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English, but when we returned
last July, we agreed to teach on
condition that the students would
attend the services on Sunday
morning and on Thursday afler-
noon. At the close of each
service, I read to the students
from John's Gospel and asked
each one to read in turn. Then [
explained the meaning of the
words and part of the spiritual
truth in each verse. Iach class
period was opened and closed
with &meer. verse often sug-
gested a lopic and we would turn
to other Scriptures hearing on
the same subject. As a result of
these classes, about twelve young
men and boys professed to trust
in Jesus, Through the young folk
we were beginnin{; to contact
people of the middle and upper
classes. The outlook for the
future was good. .

December 14 to 20th I made a
visit to Nam-Dinh and found the
work going forward. The
Christmas service at Hanoi was-
a great encouragement to me.
About one hundred and seventy
voung people and children were
there. qfeach one in that group-
would yield his life to Christ, the
Holy Spirit could work wonders
toward the evangelization of
North Vietnam, Will you pray?

Hai-Duong
Rev. and Mrs. R. H. Taylor

Two months after our return
to Hai-Duong from last Confer--
ence, we had to leave because
of the military situalion. Thus
we can report but little first-hand
information as to the progress of
the work. During the two months,
we saw a change of pastors and
a number of people saved.

Hai-Duong at present is an
important military center, thus-
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the cily is filled with soldiers.
“This presents a real opportunity
as well as a challenge, lor soldiers
are constanlly attending the
services. May the Lord use the
Hai-Duong Church to lead many
ol these needy ones into the light
of the Gospel, so that as they are
scaltered among the villages, the
Gospel can be spread. We slill
have not forgollen the len
thousand villages of Tonkin,
though circumstances force us to
be away lor the present.

Chinese Work, Haiphong
Rev. and Mrs. J. A. Poole

When ihe plane that brought
us from Hongkong landed in
Haiphong, we were happy in the
thought of gelling started in
definite work for the Lord again.
Although we had been told that
we could not expect to be able to
stay in Haiphong for more than
six monihs until we would have
to evacuate, we have been here
more than a year and while the
future is still uncertain, we thank
God for the blessings of the past
vear, and trust Him for whatlies
ahead.

Al the time of our arrival the
QOverseas Chinese Christian
Chureh of Haiphong was holding
three meetings a week, a Sunday
morningservice, a Sunday School
of one small class, and a mid-
week Prayer Meeting. Now on
each Sunday we have a morning
Worship Service, two Children’s
Meeiings, a Sunday School of
three classes, an English Bible
Class and an evening Evangelistic
Service. Through the week we
have Lwo meetings for the
Chinese refugees in the hospi-
tal. a Bible Class in Chinese,
a Young People's meceting, a
+veekly Prayer Meeting, a meeting
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given entirely to singing, and a
Children’s Meeting. Twice in the
year we have had special meetings
consisling of a Daily Vacalion
Bible School and evening Evan-
gelistic Meetings carried on
simullaneously.

In more than one sense it has
been a case of ‘scattering’ the
good seed. The Sunday morning
Worship Service and one
Children’s Meeling are held in
the meeting place of the I'rench
Protestants. The Bible classes,
Young People's meeling and sing-
ing are held in cur home, while
the evening Evangelistic Service
and the Sunday School as well as
the special meelings are heldin
one or another of the Chinese
schools. One Children’s Meelingis
held in the Chinese hospital and
another in a private school. The
mid-week Praver Service rotates
among Lhe homes of the
Christians.

This ‘secatlering’ of the seed
has its advanlages, butit will not
be dilficalt to see that one of our
greatest needs is a suitable meet-
ing place where the harvest from
the “secattering’ of the seed could
be “‘garnered 111", I\Tan_vattcmlpts
have been made to secure suchi a
place, and a couple of near
successes scored, but failure
usually came because someone
else offered much more money
than we could pay.

The Overseas Chinese are not
usually classified among those
who are deeply interested in
spiritual things, and the 50,000
of Haiphong are no exception.
Then, too, sinee il is adyisable
that only the meetings in schools
should be held at night, while
all the other meelings must be
held in the daytime, 1t is impos-
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sible for many to attend who
would like to come.

The Sunday morning attend-
ance averages somewhat over
filty, and we believe interest is
steadily increasing. TheTuesday
Chinese Bible Class averages
about ten. Several of the older
members have testified to being
greally helped at this class. The
Young People’s Meeting averages
fifieen and often more. These
young people not only have been
taking in God's Word for them-
selves, but have added new life
and spirit to the Worship Services
and I]E\'nngelislic Services by
their hearty singing; they have
also been a great help to Mrs.
Poole in the Daily Vacation Bible
Schools and are now beginning
to take an active parl in the
Sunday afternoon Children's
Meetings.

Through the kindness of the
principal of one of the Chinese
schools, we have been able to
oblain two big rooms for our
Sunday School and theattendance
isaronnd fifty. The Sunday School
gives promise of good progress,
and we hope that the place will
soon be so crowded that it will be
difficult to find spaee and teachers
for them. In addition to the
Sunday School, about a hundred

31

children hear ithe Gospel message
every week., These are practical-
Ivall from non-Christian homes.
The D. V. B. §. and Evangelistic
Meetings, though handicapped
by having to be arranged
according to opportune time and
available meeting place, have
been well attended, and although
decisions have Dbeen few, our
hearts have often been encour-
aged by the interestand atiention
of many who allend.

Our appoiniment also includes
Hanoi. However, we have only
been able lo make [ive visils
during the year, the longest
covering lwo weeks.

We may say that onr relation-
ship with the Chinese Church
has been that of helpers and
always under the direction of
Pastor Quoe and the Chinese
Commitiee. We have greatly
enjoyed the sympathelic comrad-
ship of Pastor Quoc during the
year in which we have worked
together.

Please join us in prayer that
we may be able to obtain a room
suilable formeeting inthie Chinese
district of the city, and above all
that God may meet our greatest
need, the need of a real Holy
Spirit revival in our midst.

A



32

THE CALL

SOUTH VIETNAM
Rev. E. F. Irwin, Regional Representative

Saigon .

Rev. and Mrs. E. F. Irwin.

The year 1950 in South Vietnam
has been one ol progress in spite
of constant difficulty. Satan has
allackeu the Chureh [rom within,
but she has not succumbed, and
is stronger and larger than a year
ago. « But thanks be unto God,
wﬁ?o iveth us the victory through
our IQi.cn-d Jesus Christn. The
Christians have suffered attacks
by hostile forces, losing their
homes and possessions. Levies
of one kind and another are
continually being made on the
produce ol the farms, and most
of the members of our interior
Churches are farmers. Many of
them live at a distance from the
military posts where our chapels
must be located for safety’s sake,
and they are often forbidden to
attend services. Consequently,
the congregations are somelimes
small and the offerings insuf-
ficienl. The pastors do not get
enough to meet their needs, which
has caused discouragement and
dissatisfaclion at times.

A new Chuorch has come into
being al Giadinh, where Rev. and
Mrs. I. R. Stebbins are located.

There are now 47 Churches in
South Vietnam and 14 Out-
slations. There are four mis-
sionary families: Rev. and Mrs.C.
E. Travis al Cantho, Rev. and
Mrs. I. R. Stebbins, and Rev. and
Mrs. J. S. Sawin at Giadinh and
Mrs. Irwin and I at Saigon; we
also have 51 faithful pastors and
evangelists — three more than
last year. We can say of them as
Paul said of his ministry: «In
perils of robbers, in perils by mine
own countrymen, in perils by the

heathen, in perils in the city».
A pastor from a nearby town was
telling me just the other day that
some of his congregation had had
to flee from their villages, and
that he was caring for them in
his Church and parsonage. They
are finding ways and means to
support themselves as quickly as

ssible, but in the meantime the

urden falls on the preacher.

The membership of the
Churches has increased by 1356
during the year and of these 397
were newly baptized.

We were greatly encouraged a
few weeks before Christmas,
when an old elder from the An-
Thai-Dong Church called on us.
An-Thai-Dong is a Church that
was razed lo the ground and its
congregation scattered The elder
said that he had been a member
of the Church and when the
building was destroyed, he had
located as many of the Christians
as he could. About 40 of them
have been meeling regularly in
his home for prayer and Bible
study. During the last year 12
new converts had been added to
their number. He said that as
soon as it was safe enough for a
preacher to live there, they were
ready to rebuild the Church.
This is probably true of other
places where the Church building
1s gone and the congregation
scattered, bul where we have not

et been able to contact the
hristians.

Not long ago I was sitting in
the courtvard of the Saigon
Church with the pastor and lwo
deacons from inland Churches
who were visiting in the city.
One of them told how his pastor
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had a short time before been
traveling by bus and had a large
sum of money with him. Bandils
attacked, and robbed all the
passengers except the pastor, but
somehow they missed him and
he got home safely without any
loss. The other deacon told a
similar story of Divine protection.
And back and forth they told
slory alter story of the goodness
olour Lord. The joy of the Lord
shone on their faces as they
talked. The pastor remarked
over and over again : «Chua gin
giir, Chiia ﬁin git » which means,
«The Lord protects, the Lord
protects».

Giadinh
Rev. and Mrs. 1. R. Stebbins

« Be not unwise, but under-
standing what the will ofthe Lord
is». Mrs. Stebbins and [ moved
into our home in Giadinh last
March, which is about one mile
from the city of Saigon and five
miles from the Saigon Church.
Civii war and the war for
independence has caused much
suffering among the Christiansin
Cochin-China and handreds have
had to [lee their farms and take
refuge in Saigon, Then, too, over
one million and a half unsaved
refugees [rom the interior
provinces have fled to Saigon for
safety from the constant fighting.
It is lpl'(}hahle that there are
aclually over 3,000 baplized
Christians scattered all over this
city of 2,400,000 people. Our
large Tabernacle at Saigon ecan
seat about 800 people and thus
the Vietnamese Church is greatly
burdened with the problem of a
Church home for the many
Christians. Giadinh immediately
became an answer for the

AChristians who were living in

3

this area. Mrs, Stebbins started
a Sunday School for their children
with 30 in aitendance. Then
meelings were started for the
women and from len (o [ifteen
women meet weekly for Bible
study and prayer. Wednesday
evening and nightly Evangelistic
services had to be discontinued
because of unsettled condilions.
In spite of this great handicap
the pastor, Mr. 'ﬁnan, organized
a witnessing band of two groups,
one of men and one of women
and each Sunday afternoon they
go forth into the surrounding
villages distribuling tracts and
witnessing to the unsaved. God
has blessed their efforts and at
Christmas time 29 souls were
baptized and received into Lhis
newly organized Church. The
Christians have gathered in some
five thousand piasters for their
new building. In answer to
prayer, the Lord has supplied a
arge sum toward this project,

The work is growing steadily,
as seen in the Sunday School
which has now been organized
with seven classes, and a weekly
enquirers group. A Young Pea-
ple’s Society has been organized
with twenly-five in altendance,
most of whom are Christians and
their leader is the son of an early
convert. Mrs. Stebbins has given
much time to a sewing class
for women who have used old
clothing sent from America.
Many of our Christian families
have been provided with clothing
in this way.

It has been possible lo contact
some of the Churches in the
interior and we have greatly
enjoyed the fellowship. At Vinh
Long and Sadec we were so glad
to see the steadfastness of the
Christians. Our Churches on the
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whole are vigorous and standing
true to Christ, in spite of constant

eril to their existence. Some

hurch buildings have been
abandoned or torn down but the
Christians continue to meet for
worship. It has been heartening
to see Churches under construc-
tion and the Caolanh Church
reopen,

Mrs. Stebbins visited among
the wounded Vietnamese soldiers
who received tracts and Gospel
portions, and we feel that this
work has been a real blessing.

An English service has been
opened at Saigon for the many
American and English speaking

eople and the meetings have
geen blessed by a fair attendance,
It is our privilege to speak occa-
sionally to the folk who gather.

«The Lord hath done great
things [or us, whereof we are
glad ».

Giadinh
Rev. and Mrs. J. Sawin

One’s opportunities and
responsibilities in meftropolitan
Saigon particularly and Cochin
China generally, are many and
varied. For example, if one
remains in Saigon for a Sunday,
the following counld he and often
is the schedule for the day:
Sundy School, Giadinh ; Worshi
Service, Saigon, lus Children's
Service duoring the preaching;
English Service, 11:00-12:00;
afternoon Young People’s
Meetings both al Saigon and
Giadinh at the same time, — Mvs,
in one and Mr. in the other;
Evening Service at Saigon.
However, from time to time one
of us or both visit one of the
many churches within seventy-
five miles of Saigon.
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We have had a wonderful
opening in Cholon and are now
able to conduct Children's
Meetings in the Chinese Church
for the Vielnamese children.
These children need much prayer
as they have practically lgmwn
up on the streets in Cholon.
With the help of the Lord they
have shown more and more
interest in spiritual things, and
really want to become followers
of the Lord Jesus Christ. They
now have more respect for God's
house and God's people, and we
trust that the Lord will continue
to lead them on and teach them
His ways. We will appreciate
your prayers in their behalf, also
that the door will soon open to
enter into theirhomesand witness
directly to the parents insiead of
trying to reach them indirectly
through tracts, ete..., given to the
children. We are interested in
having a Vietnamese work started
in Cholon since the pastor of the
Chinese Church has offered their
church for this work when it is
not in use.

Thursday afternoons there is
a regular meeling for the children
at Giadinh where they learn to
sing, quote verses they have
memorized and then listen to the
flannelgraph Bible lesson. We
have rejoiced in being able to
help out in the Young People’s
work both at Saigon and in
Giadinh. The young people in
Saigon meet on Saturday nights
for choir practice and then on
Sunday afternoon for their
regular meeting, followed by
another choir practice. At Gia-
dinh the young people meet on
Sunday alternoons only.

Friday afternoons are given
over to the Women's Prayer
Group, also at Giadinh, where
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about eighteen women gather to
ray, testify and read God’s Word.
hese women are devoted to the
Lord, and their earnest prayers
have been responsible for the
saving of many souls. It is not
unusual for them to bring in
another woman that they
have dealt with personally and
who has a desire to be saved.
These women uphold in praver
by name all the missionaries that
they know and ask the Lord for
blessing, health, strength and a
‘Holy anointling for each one. We
raise the Lord for such
ristians as these. This is traly
one of the most precious services
of the week.

Being located in Saigon has
also given us opportunity to visit
some of the Churches in the
District and observe the faithlul
pastors in difficult times and how
they have grown spiritually.
These [olk in the country districts
are always so glad to see the
missionary come, and may the
Lord bless them all and keep
them true in this difficult time.

We do not want to neglect o
say that we have been glad for
gpportunities to help out in the
‘nglish services which are held
each Sunday morning in the
French Protestant Church. Mr.
Irwin is the pastor of this work,
and ealls on various missionaries
in the greater Saigon area, or
visiling missienaries lo fill the
pulpit each week. There is also
a group of American men
slationell at the M. A. A. G.
(Military Advisory Assistance
Group) who wished a Bible study
hour each Wednesday night. Mr.
Sawin goes out to Cholon each
week for this meeting. These
men have been former Sunday
School teachers, Church workers
and laymen in the Churches at
home in various denominations,
and have a keen desire not to
negleet the study of God's Word
while out here in a foreign land.

We have been glad for these
opportunities to be used in His
service this past year and are
looking forward to a new year,
new opportunities and new
responsibilities.

¥



THE CALL

CENTRAL VIETNAM
Rev. J. D. Olsen, Regional Represenlalive

‘Tourane
Rev. and Mrs. J. D. Olsen.

« Behold, a king shall reign in
righteousness. And a man shall
be as a hiding place from the
wind, and a covert from the
tempesti; as rivers of water in a
dry place, as a shadow or a
great rock in a weary land».
(Isa. 32: 1,2).

During the past year 35national
workers with their wives, and
three missionary couples have
had the privilege of lelling
Vietnamese about the King who
some day will reign over this
land and the whole earth in peace
and righteousness, and who now
is willing to be to all who trust
Him, a hiding place and a covert
from the wind and tempests of
sinandjudgment. The cutward
results of this year's work are not
spectacular. The true results
are only known to God. Out of
47 Churches, only 18 were able
to report. These reported 512
inquirers and 185 bastisms.
The total number of baplized
Christians in the district is 3,184.

The Central Vietnam Distriet
is over 1000 miles long, and has
6,000,000 people. Among this
great multitude there are only
37 organized Churches and ten
organized groups. Most of the
organized Churches carry on
Sunday School work, bul only
eleven reported on such work,
showing a total enroliment of 721
scholars. In the larger Churches
suchasTourane, Nhatrang, Dalat,
Phanthiet and Phanrang, voung
people’s work is also a partof the
regular Church program.

North of Hue

The Churches in the sector
north of Hue have had no contact
with us for years. The first and
only lelter from that sector was
received last spring, The writer
is a former preacher who of late
has been living al Ha-Tinh. His
letter tells of the work there and
in Yinh. The church building
in Vinh is still standing, but
the congregation is scattered
all over the province. The Church
building in Ha-Tinh has been
burned. Thke Christians have

thered material for a new
‘hurch, but as far as we know it
has not yet been rebuilt. The
Christians meet periodically in
the home of a lormer worker,
who supports himself by buying
and selling at the market.

Hue

This year the Hue Church
purchased a piece of land. The
need for a Church and parsonage
was metby repairing the building
located on the property. During
the past year there were only five
baptisms, bul these were hand-
picked fruit.

Tourane Station

Tourane is our oldest Mission
Station in Indo-China. The first
missionaries arrived here in 1911.
A Church was soon born, and for
four decades the ministry and
influence of this Church have
been a very potent factor in the
spread of the Gospel throughout
Indo-China. Over forty workers
have gone forth from this Chureh,
Most of these are still in active
serviece.
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In addition to the regular
worshipandevangelistic services,
there is a well organized Sunday
School with 160 pupils, a sirong
young people’s group, and a very
earnest wilnessing band which
goes out onece a week to wilness
and to pass out Gospel tracts.
During the year,147 people prayed
and 67 were baptized. Most of
these are from a village six
kilometers from Tourane, and
are the cenverts of a man who
came to the Lord about three
vears ago. This man, whaose
name in franslation means
Purity, was soundly converled
and has become one of the most
earnest witnesses for Christ in
his region. When Mr. Purity
accepted Christ he was used by
the Lord to lead souls to Jesus.
In his village there are today
over eighty professing Christians.
There was a revival in his village
during the year with 37 converts
ready for baptism. Before a
baptismal service could be held,
Mr. Puritywas taken and interned
by the hostile [orces. Word has
been received from him in which
he praises God for His goodness
to him for keeping him, and for
supplying his needs both
spiritually and physically. His
only concern is the welfare of
his converts which he left hehind,
Let us pray for Mr. Purity and
these new converts.

Phong ~Thu, Truorg-An
Thanh~Quit, Thu-Bon, Faifo

The Churches in the region
immediately dependent on
Tourane, such as Phong-thu,
Truong-an, Thu-bon, Thanh-
quit and Faifo, have all met
rough weather during the past
vear. These Churches have
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suffered more than others. But
to them, too, Christ has been a
«hiding place,» a «coverty», a
¢ rock ».

Twice llie pastor of the Phong-
thu Church has been arresled.
The last time he was kept impri-
soned for six weeks and through
much prayer, he was finally
released.

Last June, two most earnest
Christians, a brotherand a sisier,
and members of this Church,
were arrested while on their way
to market to sell cotton. Shortly
alter their arrest, the altitude
and prayers of these two Chris-
lians as they were led forth to
their death so moved those who
wiliessed their execulion thal
they all wept aloud.

Twelve Christian families in
Churches in this region have had
their homes reduced to ashes
twice and suffered the loss of all
their possessions. But in spite of
all this, the Christians and
workers in these Churches, like
the church in Pergamos, have
held fast His Name, and have not
denied His faith.

Tam-Ky to Tuy-Hoa

Thetwenty-one Churchesinthis-
region have many adversaries.

e have had reports from seven
of them, and what they dare tell
ismeager. We doknow, however,
that there is a growing opposi—
tion to the Gospel. We praise
God for the many of our workers
and Christians in this region,
who are standing true lo Chrisl,.
and who are faithfully preaching
the Gospel of salvation in spile
of many ftrials and much perse-
cution. All reports show that
there is much sickness among
the people and an increasing
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lack of the necessities of life.
Some of the workers have gone
through special trials.

On June 27, 1950, the Church
and parsonage al Thach-ban
(near Tuy-hoa) were destroyed
by hostile forces. The pastor and
his family saved their lives, but
lost all their possessions. Even
their Bibles and hymn books
burned. This worker and many
.others have gone through deep
waters. Yet they have remained
al their posts. %ith the help of
special relief funds, the Thach-
ban Christians have been able to
Eut up a bamboo building for a
Church and a simple shelter for
their pastor’s family. And so this
Church and its pastor in their
affliction and great poverty are
continuing to give an effective
wilness to the power of Christ lo
save and to keep.

Pranrang Church

The Phanrang Church
conducted special evangelistic
meetings in June, which were
unusually well atlended;: also
another series of meetings were
held in September. The resulls
of these meetings were 100 deci-
sions for the Lord. Of these
twenly-one have already been
baptized.

Yes, praise God, in these days
of trouble and anf!uish n
Vietnam, many are finding Christ
to be indeed «a hiding place from
the wind... a covert from the
the tempest... a shadow of a great
rock in a weary land ».

Vietnamese Bible Institute

The Commencement exereises
.of the Vietnamese Bible Institute
for the term 1949-50 were held
on April 23rd. Nine men
received their dinlomas. Most of
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these are now serving the Lord
in Churches, holding forth the
Word of Life amidst confusion,
sorrow and death. We wishall our
friends could have attended our
Commencement exercises. The
messages the students brought
were good and the singing was
excellent. Il is most gratifying
to note the remarkable progress
made in singing. For the
Commencement program the
students presented mixed
choruses, quartettes and duets.

The new session of the Bible
Institute for 1950-51 was opened
the first week in September, with
54 students in aliendance. Of
these, 12 are young single girls,
This 1s the first time since 1942
that we have been able lo accept
single girls. We hope that this
nucleous of girls may be the
beginning of a fuli-fledged Bible
School for single women.

The Bible Institute [aeulty
comprises al present four Viel-
namese and Iwo missionaries.
God's blessing has been
manifested among the student
body. Most of the students are
earnest and hungry for spiritual
things. Though the future is
very unceriain, we hope that the
Bible School may be permitted
to continue its ministry ol
training workers for the
Vietnamese Church. At the end
of this term, we hope to graduate
15 young men. Pray that as they
leave school in May doors of
effectual service may be opened
to all of them, and that maul-
titudes through them will hear
of the King, our Lord Jesus
Christ.

New Missionaries

In October we had the joy of
welcoming to the Field and to
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Tourane Rey. and Mrs. J. H.
Revelleand theirtwo boys, Jackie
and Ronnie. We thank Ged for
these additions to our force, and
pray that God shall greatly bless
them as they pursue the study
of the Vietnamese language, in
which they have already made
good progress. Mr. Revelle is
also helping by teaching English
to some of the students in the
Bible Institute, besides carrying
on a regular preaching ministry
through an interpreter.

Bible Revision

In addition to Bible School
and District responsibilities, it
has heen the writer’s privilege
of continuing to help in the
revision of the Vietnamese Bible.
‘The Committee charged with
this responsibility is made up of
three missionaries, Rev. R. M.
Jackson, Rev. 1. R, Stebbins, and
the wriler, and two Vielnamese
brethren, Mr. Ong-van-Huyen
and Mr. Tran-van-Dong. The
latter brother was also a member
of the original committee that
translated the Bible into Viel-
namese over thirty yearsago. The
work of revision is progressing,
and we hope to complete the New
Testament this year.

We rejoice in God’s promises,
and His assured presence and
guidance encourage us to [ace
problems and overcome difficnl-
ties which often seem insur-
mountable. We are led to believe
that the Lord will not let us or
any of our colleagues be removed
from this land until our task in
Vietnam is done.

Nhatrang
Rev. and Mrs. B, R. Houck.

A survey of the work done by
the nine Churches of this distriet
shows a definite increase in
baptisms, inquirers, and adher-
ents over that of last vear.
Incomplete reports indicate that
there were over three hundred
inquirers with over sixiy
baptisms. Regular adherents in
five of the Churches total nearly
three hundred.

Because of the regular in-
creased attendance in Nhatrang
a new building project has been
launched. This Church has been
self-supporting for a number of
vears.

The Phan Rang Church has
shown a real spiril of joy in the
work of the Lord. In six months
they have had over one hundred
inquirers. Two series of special
meetings have heen held and the
Chureh has gone forward from a
two-thirds self-supportingbasisin
1950 to full self-support as of the
first of 1951. For these evident
advances we are fruly grateful to
our God.

The Phan Ri Church has been
repaired with bhalf the funds com-
ing from the native Church. The
repairs were completed just in
time for the Christmas program
to be held there. The Ma Lam
group, comprising nearly the
entire village, has constructed a
very altractive and roomy Church
building.

The need in two areas — Ma
Lam and Ninh Hoa — is fora
shepherd of the flock in each
Church. The present non-resident

aslors are seldom able to visit
or lack of regular fransportation.
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The missionary also has been
hindered from visiting the entire
dislrict because of language study
and travel restrictions. The
accessible places have been
visited several times with great
mutual encouragement being
manilest,

The Short Term Bible School
was blessed in its ministry to
thirty-iive sindents representing
five of the Churches. The
spiril of cooperation with and
understanding for the aim of
broadening the work evangelis-
tically has increased the enthusi-
asm of the Church members as
they see that this is their work
and they can do it for the Lord.
Studenis have gone home lo help
in teaching Children’s Meelings,
tract distribulion, and wilnessing
bands.

But with all of these accom-
plishments we dare not permit
it lo salve our missionary
conscience or lessen our labors
for the Master. Only a small
corner of the great harvest has
been touched in this Southern
Section of Central Vietnam.
Several thousands of the nearly
two million have received a
spoken or printed witness; but
only hundreds have heard the
call of Christ and given
themselves to Him. This is a
challenge to the Church of Jesus
Christ and we must pray for the
evangelization of these people.

Dalat Press
Rev. and Mrs. Jean Funé

« Then were the king's scribes
called at that time... and it was
writlen according to all that
Mordecai commanded unto the
Jews, and to lieutenants and the
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deputies, and rulers of the
provinces... unto every province
according to the writing thereof,
and unto every people aflter their
language... So the posts... went
oul... being hastened and pressed
on by the king's commandment ».
Esther 8: 9-14.

In the above verses we have
perhaps thelirstinstancerecorded
in the Bible of the translation of
the king's message inlo every
tongue in the kingdom. The
King's message must be known,
read, and obeyed by all.

In our great Field of Indo-China
we have come to bring the
King's message. It has been and
is being translated everyday into
different languages and the
pri niin% presses makeitavailable,
not only to a few chiefs and
secretaries (scribes), the
educated — but to all.

As we come lo the end of the
vear in this new minisiry, we

raise God for what he has done.

hough we felt crushed at the
idea that we could not return to
Tonkin, though strange circum-
stances led us to this work and it
took us a long time to finally be
Eersuaded to acceptit as from Lhe

ord, yet peace came to our hearts
and we gave ourselves [ully to
this assignment, We do rejoice
in the faithfulness of God and
our hearts overflow with thanks-
giving every time we can send
«the posts on fast horses...
hastened by the King's command-
ment» loaded with new cases
of books carrying the King's
message. Time is short and they
must go fast while doors are still
wide open.

From last Conference until the
end of 1950, the Press published
6,576,800 pages of tracts, booklets,
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lus  receipls, programs, ele.

housands of French tracts
have heen received from Ameriea,
England, Belgium and France.
These have, for the greater part,
been sent to the Regional depels.

As Lhis goes lo press we are
informed that the price of paper
has doubled and for some qual-
ities it has tripled during the last
couple of months, Paper has
becomescarece, too. We, therelore,
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appreciate all the more the help
received and rejoice to know (hat
a supply is on the way. We are
E:trticularly grateful to the

ible Meditation League of Co-
lumbus, Ohio, and to Mr. John
Ferguson of Detroit for their
supplies of paper and thousands
of tracts. We appreciate, too, the
Gospels, Teslaments and tracls
sent from the Seripture Gift
Mission.

‘HE GOETH BEFORE”

Dark is the sky and veiled the unknown morrow !
Dark is life’s way, for night is not yet o'er;

The longed-for glimpse I may nol meanwhile horrow :
But, this I know, HIE GOETH ON BEFORLE.

Dangers are nigh, and fears my mind are shaking !
Heart seems to dread what life may hold in store;
But I am His — He knows the way I'm taking;
More blessed still—HE GOETH ON BEFORE.

He goes belfore! Be this my consolation !

He goes before ! On this my heart would dwell !
He goes before! This gnarantees salvation !

HE GOES BEFORE — and therefore all is well.

J. DANSON SMITH

D
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