
DF: “Ok, today is December 4th 2004 and this is David Fitzstevens speaking and we 
are in the home of Marie Ziemer who’s in front of us here, and with us today is also-
we’re in Shell Point, Florida, and also with us today is Tim Ziemer, the oldest son, 
number one son, and Tim and Marie are going to share with us today about 
experiences in Vietnam.  Just for voice check here could you tell me your full name?” 5 
 
MZ: “Actually my name is Bess Marie Ziemer, but I’ve always gone by Marie, except 
on my Social Security card etcetera etcetera, its Bess.” 
 
DF: “Ok, and Tim…” 10 
 
TZ: “I’m Robert Timothy Ziemer named I guess after my dad the guy in the Bible and 
I go by my Tim middle name like my mom goes by Marie, her middle name.” 
 
MZ: “When he was little we called him Bobby Tim, and then I think it was Ken 15 
Taylor didn’t understand-he began to call him Bobby Pin, so then we, we left the 
[laughs], and then we started calling you Bobby, and then it was Bob and he ended up 
being Tim. 
 
DF: “Huh. Could you tell me a little bit about your, the family, your family 20 
background, the family situation you grew up in?” 
 
MZ: “I grew up in a small farming community, near Toledo, Ohio, and after I 
graduated from high school in a small town I went to Toledo and attended Davis 
Business College, lived with and aunt and uncle and began to attend their Christian 25 
and Missionary Alliance Church, and that’s where I found the Lord.  And its, very 
interesting, I often wondered if something happened to Bob never dreamt about the 
?_______? maybe I could get a job working at headquarters. So see way back in 1937 
I went to business college-course we didn’t have all that modern stuff, [laughs] but at 
least I had some idea what office work would be.  So in 19, when did I go, 1971 I 30 
went to ?Nyack? and worked at headquarters from 1971 until 1984…” 
 
DF: “Put all that experience to work.” 
 
MZ: “It’s just, it’s just interesting how the Lord works everything out.” 35 
 
DF: “So you came to Christ when you were about how old?” 
 
MZ: “Probable about eighteen.” 
 40 
DF: “And did your were your family--fellow family members your brothers and 
sisters your mum and dad were they, did they follow Christ later?” 
 
MZ: “They always went to a little Methodist church, but I’m sure they knew the Lord.  
And I had an older sister, who died when she was 80, and I had a younger brother, 45 
and I don’t know how old Uncle Wallace was…” 
 
TZ: “I don’t remember.” 
 
MZ: “So I’ve out-lived all my immediate family.” [laughs] 50 



 
DF: “And at what point in your life did you feel God’s call in your life to ministry?” 
 
MZ: “It’s very interesting, when I was going to high school, I don’t know; don’t even 
remember what class it was.  I didn’t really know the Lord then, but I just said that I 55 
though that I would like to be a missionary.  So way back then the Lord had begun to 
plant that seed in my life.” 
 
DF: “Now what point did your life cross paths with Bob?” 
 60 
MZ: “Attending the Toledo Gospel Tabernacle, which is now called First Alliance.  
Of course the missionary conferences were always the big event of the year, and I was 
always touched and moved; and I knew then I wanted to be a missionary.  That was 
before I even began to date Bob, my husband.” 
 65 
DF: “At what point in this journey did Vietnam come into the picture?” 
 
MZ: “Mm, maybe after…” 
 
DF: “And how did you first hear about Vietnam?” 70 
 
MZ: “Well actually Bob was appointed to where was it, someplace, I think he and 
George Irwin were supposed to go to French Indo-China and then because of the war, 
they couldn’t go at that time.  And I forget where they wanted Bob to go, and he said 
‘No, I want to go to French Indo-china’ so that’s when he had a couple of pastorates.  75 
Instead of going out in the early ’40s it was 1947 when we went to French Indo-
China.” 
 
TZ: “David, I recall my father saying that South America was an option, but for some 
reason that didn’t materialize.  So I thing it was French Indo-China possibly South 80 
America but then like my mom said…” 
 
MZ: “Well you know Bob’s oldest brother, Theo, was a missionary in Siam, 
Thailand, so that’s probably why he had a heart for that part of the world.” 
 85 
TZ: “What about Ruth?” 
 
MZ: “Ruth?  Bob’s sister Ruth was a missionary in the Philippines but she didn’t go 
out until after we did.   
 90 
DF: “Do you remember how anything about how God’s had his hand on your 
husband’s life and leading him into ministry, how that happened?” 
 
MZ: “Ok, after he graduated from Asbury, or while he was at Asbury, he wanted to 
go to seminary, but the last semester at Asbury Mrs. Ruth Stole was the missionary 95 
speaker, and that’s when my husband’s life was changed, he had a conviction to be a 
missionary.  And so he forgot about seminary and I think he was his dad’s assistant 
for a year or so, his father was Dr. L. H. Ziemer pastor of the tabernacle for almost 
thirty years.  And then he took a little church in Big Beaver, Michigan, and then we 
were married and we went up there as a couple and from Big Beaver, Michigan we 100 



went all the way out to Sioux City, Iowa.  That was like going around the heaven- 
around world you know, I what was ten months, not ten months! [Laughs]  Seven 
months pregnant with Beth my first child and we were driving and I think we stopped 
someplace in Iowa and I said, I felt like Mary-no room in the inn here I am pregnant, 
but there’s big conventions all over the city, and finally one hotel manager had pity on 105 
us and he put us up in a nice room.  So, [laughs] that’s how we got to Sioux City, 
Iowa--twenty degrees below zero.” 
 
DF: “So did you first learn about Vietnam as part of this assignment processes with 
the Alliance.  And, when you went to Vietnam you arrived in what year, ’47 did you 110 
say?” 
 
MZ: “’47.  Is that right Tim? ’47?” 
 
TZ: “Mm-hum.” 115 
 
MZ: “And we went up to Dalat…” 
 
DF: “Getting there, you went by ship?” 
 120 
MZ: “Yes!” 
 
DF: “How long did it take you to get there?” 
 
MZ: “My land, it was a converted troop ship, US Marine ?_____?. But I was 125 
fortunate, because I was a mother and had two small children, Tim was about ten 
months old so we were up, so we had a nice place.  But the poor men were down in 
the hold, practically.” 
 
DF: “So your husband wasn’t with you?” 130 
 
MZ: “No!” [Laughs] 
 
DF: “Separate quarters, huh?” 
 135 
MZ: “So we got on ship in New York, and what did we go through? The Panama?” 
 
TZ: “Panama, Panama Canal.” 
 
MZ: “Panama Canal, and Shanghai…” 140 
 
TZ: “Well San Francisco…” 
 
MZ: “San Francisco, that’s right, p___ for peace.” 
 145 
TZ: “And then across the Pacific.” 
 
DF: “So you arrived in Saigon by ship and then went to Dalat you were saying?” 
 



MZ: “It was so soon after the war headquarters didn’t think it was advisable for young 150 
couples with small children to go to France.  So we went to Dalat, and quote on quote 
studied a little bit of French, we never did master it but enough to get by when French 
Indo-China was still a colony.” 
 
DF: “So it was your first of several languages to learn along the way?” 155 
 
MZ: “Actually we just learned a little bit of French, and then we went right to Banitoit 
and studied the Raday language, R-A-D-A-Y. 
 
DF: “So you arrived in Bamitoit within a year after you arrived?” 160 
 
MZ: “Ahh…No!  Actually we were at Dalat for about a year, and then we went to ah 
Bamit Toit to work with Gordon and Laura Smith.” 
 
DF: “So they were the senior missionaries?” 165 
 
MZ: “Right.” 
 
DF: “Can you tell me about the Smiths a little bit, what that was like having them as 
your senior missionaries?” 170 
 
MZ: “Well, they were a little bit different then we were, but they had a wonderful 
ministry.  He was a visionary, I guess you could call him; Laura would go out in the 
villages and preach, but she was a very nice lady, fact, she had a small baby grand 
piano in her living room.  At the time, you know, I thought that that was kind of, you 175 
know, unnecessary, but now I understand.” [Laughs] 
 
TZ: “Well, being a pianist yourself and quite an accomplished pianist, I suspect…” 
 
MZ: “Well I never had a piano, but I had an Estay pump organ, you know, take it out 180 
to the villages, also I had a little accordion, get the people excited.” 
 
DF: “So how did you learn Raday?” 
 
MZ: “Oh, right.  We had a wonderful teacher his name was E Ham [pronounced 185 
hum], E means Mr. and Ham, H-A-M.  He wasn’t married at the time, but he was a 
wonderful teacher.  He had gone to the government school there in BanMeTuit so he 
knew more French than we did.  And I remember one day he wanted to borrow my 
husband’s Matthew Henry’s Commentary.  And my husband, he was willing to let 
him use it but he said you should know it’s just English and he said that’s all right I’ll 190 
just use French dictionary and I don’t know English so…he was just a wonderful 
teacher.” 
 
DF: “So how long did you study Raday?  Were you a full time language student then, 
in Raday or was that…” 195 
 
MZ: “Yes, mm-hum.   
 
DF: “Ok.” 



 200 
MZ: “And then when Bob my husband found out that the only Scripture portion they 
had was the Gospel of Mark, and he being a wonderful student of the Word, he 
couldn’t stand that so in addition to studying the language he and E Ham would work 
on, did they started on Geneses and I think they gave that up…” 
 205 
TZ: “No, John.” 
 
MZ: “John?” 
 
TZ: “And then they, well they may have started in Geneses but I doubt…” 210 
 
MZ: “Yeah, but I think he decided that that was a bit too much.” 
 
TZ: “Their first big project was the New Testament.” 
 215 
MZ: “See we hadn’t gone to Wycliffe for any training like that we just went out there 
and cool did the best we could.” 
 
TZ: “David I remember as a kid running through our dinning room and E Ham and 
my father would be working at the kitchen table with the French manuscript, English, 220 
other reference books and they were going through phrase by phrase as they put 
together their original manuscripts.  And when the lights would go off, they would 
pump up the kerosene or the pressure lantern and keep working, long into the hours of 
the evening.” 
 225 
DF: “I’m going to pause this here for a moment.” 
 
[Break] 
 
TZ: “You might tell them what E Ham went on to do.  He started translating or, as a 230 
language teacher but…” 
 
MZ: “Course he taught in the Bible school…” 
 
DF: “Sorry just a second.” 235 
 
[Break] 
 
MZ: “And he was, he graduated, well first of all he graduated from the Bible school 
he was ordained, at the time of the Tet Offensive, he was taken captive, but if 240 
remember correctly, did he escape?” 
 
TZ: “I don’t remember.” 
 
MZ: “But after I got back, I learned that he died of a stroke, but he was married so his 245 
name was changed from E Ham to Amaa Rachel, that was his first-born, a little girl ’n 
they called her Rachel.  So course I haven’t been back, but I don’t know he must of 
died in ’68 or 9.” 
 



TZ: “But wouldn’t you say he went on to become a key leader…” 250 
 
MZ: “Yes.” 
 
TZ: “…in the Runday tribe in terms of both having learned and developed and gone 
through the Bible school process and then ended up running or leading, that’s the key 255 
point that I think you want to articulate.” 
 
MZ: “Yes, he actually was director of the Bible school.” 
 
TZ: “So he went from student assistant language teacher to director of the Bible 260 
school that’s pretty significant.” 
 
MZ: “Right, unhuh.” 
 
DF: “Sounds like he was somebody your husband pored a lot of himself into, 265 
mentored him, helped him grow into that role. 
 
MZ: “Oh yes.” 
 
DF: “Was E Ham also your kind of cultural guide, if you will, to help you understand 270 
the Raday  
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