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PREFACE

OPERATION HEARTBEAT began on April 30th. As of August 14th, the 107th
day of this ministry, the results which God had provided were:

twenty Cambodians and 1,575 Vietnamese or their family members
who were members of MISSION EVANGELIQUE (The Khmer Evangeli-
cal Church) or of HOI THANH TIN LANH (The Evangelical Church of
Vietnam) have been located, assisted and offered CMA sponsorship;
242 Cambodians and 1,657 Vietnamese converted through the pro-
cessing center ministries carried on in all the US centers and at
Montreal; 56 Cambodians and 667 Vietnamese baptized; 3,421 non-
Christian refugees assisted in processing and sponsorship at the
request of the US Government; and fifteen Vietnamese churches ap-
proved, pastors assigned, and a national pastors’ conference con-
vened. Additionally, thirty-seven Cambodians and ninety-eight
Vietnamese have been located throughout Asia - from Bangkok to
Tokyo - and assistance provided to enable them to come to North
America and Alliance sponsorship.

Statistics are impressive but only as they indicate the working out of God's
intent, Above everything else OPERATION HEARTBEAT has been such an ex-
perience, This report is basically an extract from various reports and pro-
ceedings which took place between April 30th and August 14th describing
portions of that experience. Someday, here should the Lord tarry, or "yonder",
the entire story will be told.
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STATEMENT ON SPONSORSHIP

THE CHRISTIAN AND MISSIONARY ALLIANCE'S EXPERIENCE IN THE
LEADING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE SPONSORSHIP OF REFUGEES

Sponsorship involves three elements: housing, support (food, expenses, cloth-
ing) and assistance in obtaining a job.

In The Alliance it has most frequently happened that the Spirit has burdened a
single family within a congregation to assist their brethren of the Vietnamese
and Cambodian churches. This family spreads the burden as they share it.

Soon the entire congregation has the burden and is moved to offer to sponsor.

In the congregation there are those who can satisfy one element of sponsorship
(say, housing) but cannot otherwise assist. In the same congregation, however,
God has provided others who cannot assist with housing but can assist with food
or jobs., And so it goes - the entire body of the church is involved in minister-
ing to the refugee family. This, of course, is simply another working out of

I Corinthians 12:4, 5 and 6. Additionally, other churches are drawn in - again,
as the Spirit leads - to do what they have been providentially and perfectly en-
abled to do: assist the sponsoring church by money, gifts and other means of
physical and spiritual support.

No sponsorship offer, to my knowledge, has ever been arrived at through a con-
sideration of finances or money figures. Rather, the Spirit has led and means
were developed, This has been the way OPERATION HEARTBEAT has demonstrated
a heart-to-heart, spirit-to-spirit ministry. I cannot believe that it is mere
chance that at this time in history The Christian and Missionary Alliance just
happened to select for this year the challenge "Forward with Christ in the Power
of the Spirit." Rather, as demonstrated in the sponsorship system, it was a
provision of God., (7/23/75)
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URGENT APPEAL: VIET NAM HEARTBEAT

APRIL 30, 1975

DR. NATHAN BAILEY, PRESIDENT

The officers of The Christian and Missionary Alliance met with me this morning
as news came of the mass evacuation of Americans and Vietnamese from South

Viet Nam. In eighty-eight years of missionary endeavor, our Society has faced
numerous crises. We have suffered the martyrdom and imprisonment of missionary
colleagues, the dangers and trials of entering primitive tribes, and the ravages
and horrors of war. The collapse of Cambodia and South Viet Nam with the re-
deployment of 111 missionaries and the resettlement of what may well be more
than 500 Christian Vietnamese come as a challenge to our faith and courage. I
am asking members and friends of The Christian and Missionary Alliance across
North America to join together in this present crisis to assist our Vietnamese
brethren "that they may live again." This awesome responsibility will require
the marshalling of all of our administrative divisions here at Headquarters, all
of our districts, cur churches and their members and friends. Our meeting was set
up to plan the best way to approach this and allocate specific tasks. The brief
statements that follow from the Division Vice Presidents point out the part that
each one shall have.

DR. LOUIS L. KING

Missionary Jack Revelle, the chairman of our Viet Nam field, left the city of
Saigon on military flight Saturday, April 26, taking with him several Vietnamese
Christians. No Alliance missionary other than our captives now remains in Viet
Nam. To date 333 of our national Christians have left the country and are at
Clark Air Force Base in the Philippines, at Wake Island and Guam. It is altogether
possible that when the total number of refugees from our evangelical church in
Viet Nam is known the number will exceed 500. Franklin Irwin who has been in the
United States on furlough flew to the Philippines on Saturday, the 26th, to assist
in relocating them and making immediate provision for their daily needs. Wesley
Schelander is also at Clark. Reg Reimer and Gail Fleming have gone to Guam to
offer their assistance. Jack Revelle is attempting to secure clearance from the
military so that he can return to Wake Island. It is our understanding that the
processing of Vietnamese refugees and establishing them in homes in the United
States will take several weeks. It is incumbent upon us as brethren in Christ

to assist these needy and displaced Christians. No doubt there are churches that
will wish to sponsor a family. It may be that many of these Vietnamese will be
able to locate within an area and thus be able to establish a congregation in
their own language.

DR. BERNARD S. KING

You will be interested to know that to date £75,000 has been received in New York
for Far East Relief. When the goal of $100,000 was set for this project, it was
not known what our total costs would be for the redeployment of missionaries and
refugee assistance. Now with the gigantic task of aiding more than 500 Vietnamese
in relocation, we may conceivably need much more than $500,000. As our Alliance
donors have so faithfully rallied to emergencies in the past, I am confident that
they will do so in this present crisis. Checks should be made payable to The
Christian and Missionary Alliance for "Viet Nam Heartbeat" and mailed to Post
Office Box C, Nyack, New York 10960. Jesus said, "I was a stranger and you took
me in"l




DR. KEITH M. BAILEY

In the tragedy that has befallen the church in Viet Nam, our part as the
Division of North American Ministries is to encourage each district in
establishing an emergency committee to aid churches in their desire to

sponsor a Vietnamese family by providing their needs until they become
self-supporting. We will also assist districts in establishing churches
for Vietnamese families where such churches will be needed. No doubt
local churches will want to provide housing; Women's Missionary Prayer
Fellowships and Alliance Men can assist with clothing and food. Monies
received through our united appeal here in New York will be administered
through the local district committee. If you are interested in becoming

a sponsor, please call or write your district superintendent.

Please encourage members of your congregation and Christians in your
community to:

1. Pray for the evangelical Christians in Viet Nam and Cambodia.

2. Give serious consideration to sponsoring families and individuals
who are refugees from Viet Nam and desperately need our love and
assistance. This reguest should be made known through the office

of your district superintendent.
3. Receive offerings and gifts toward the half million dollars needed

to resettle Vietnamese refugees and redeploy our 111 Cambodia and
Viet Nam missionaries.
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* *
* Unfortunately, a report has been circulating that our *
* missionaries taken captive March 12 at Banmethuot have *
* been released. This cannot be confirmed, and we assume *
* that they are still being held captive near the Cambodian *
* border in Pleiku province. *
* *
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