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The Planting and-Growth of the Evangelical Church in
Sputh East Asia, Tribute to a great and growing team
o|f nationals, missionaries,- and those who B u s t a i n them.
A! Field Chairman's •
• W'T>/&?$.
"And they B a n g a new song, saying,"Worthy art thou to take the scroll
and open its seals, for thou waat slain and by thy blood didst ransom
men for God from every tribe and tongue and people and nation, and hast
made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the
earth." Rev. 5:9-10.
/
As a young man I had no intention of becoming a preacher, or of fol
lowing a missionary career. But I had a mother who believed that God an-swered prayer. At the b e g i n n i n g of the 20th century there were men of
vision i n the churches of Toronto. Dr Chambers of Parliament Street Metho
dist church was one of them. In his church there was a police inspector,
Mr Brock, who inspired young m e n attending his bible class and who took
us on week-end outings. Jack and Jeff McGombe, young evangelists fresh
from Ireland,- presented the Gospel with such earnestness and love that
as a youngster I truly received Christ as my Saviour. But spiritual growth
was slow and I was not committed to serve Him until later.
On the other side of the city.Bill Tait headed the Boys Department
in Toronto West find Y.M.C.A. He dealt personally with each boy. Charlie
Chapman conducted his boy's class early each Sunday morning before church
services. I became the youngest member of a 'Y' team headed by Morden
Neilson, eon of Mr Neilson of the ice-cream family. We v i s i t e d churches
in a wide area. Dr John D Morrow, minister of Dale Presbyterian church,
a well known athlete, was one of our favorites. My first appearance in a
pulpit was to read the Scripture lesson, in fear and trembling, in Dr
Morrow's church. Dr Oswald J.Smith later was assistant to Dr Morrow. In
May 19171 speaking to the young people at Dale, I .first met Ruth Goforth
who with EtheUEtnffe had been Invited to sing.And that was not the last
meeting with Ruth Goforth.
Our__family was brought into fellowship with The Christian and Mlasionary Alliance through the ministry of Harold Steph,ena and then Dr Zim
merman. Here a challenge to missionary servise was inevitable. T5r"XTBTSimpson, R.A.Jaffray, Dr R.H.Glover, Walter Turnbull and many a missionary
on furlough contributed, until I knew that Christ wanted me in His service.
I studied missionary—matheds. unevangelized areas of the world,
read Roland Allen and others, listened to .Ishn^RJtott, Sherwood Eddy
and other Y.M.C.A. leaders. And in the providence of God it became clear
to me that one of the greatest areas still in need of the Gospel message
waB French Indo-China. In_Febmary 1919,-J-njaaao.l, I received a letter
from Mr_JB^A-4laffray, in Lung-Chow South China, which read in part:
"Last night I had a lettqr forwarded from Wuchow from Dr.Goforth.
He speaks of the fact that Ruth haa a knowledge of mandarin, and for that
reason it might be worthwhile to consider your being appointed to that
fi^elii where this language would be useful. It is a point worthy of conBideration
Personally I feel that the Lord has led in your c o m i n g
to the Indo-China work, and inasmuch as you are preparing to preach Christ

to perhaps the very neediest lands of the earth, I wonder whether it
would be of Him to change?" Our Central China field also invited us but
I agreed with Jaffray's final word."I think,however, as I said above that
you are in the right place in Indo-China and Ruth will be happy there too"
We were happy indeed to be in the right place and I believe at the right
time.
Roman catholic missionaries had been active in Indo-China since
the 16th century. French pastors ministered to European Protestants in
Haiphong and Hanoi beginning in 1884. The British and Foreign Bible So
ciety sent Monsieur Bonnet- to TQurape (Danang) in 1902. SwJ^ss^Brethren
missionaries also began work in Southern Laos in i^oz.~ Five of the early
TnT_aHjr>Tinr1 ea flied and recently two young ladies, M i B S Evelyn Anderson and
M i s s Bea Kosin, were martyred. Two young men, Sam Mattix and Lloyd Oppel
were taken as prisoners to Hanoi. Following release they plan to continue
their work in Laos. There has been close fellowship through the years be
tween the Alliance and Swiss missionaries, In the early days there was no
other Evangelical Mission in Indo-China but Dr Tayi >r of the Presbyterian
Mission/made periodic viBits and ministered in northern Laos.

The 5th Annual Conference of the Indo-China Mission of the C & M A
was held at Tourane {Danang) Annam, November 12-16 1918. with Mr R.A.
Jaffray in the chair. Among motions passed were the following:
That Messrs Olsen and Stebbins be appointed to study the language,
at Saigon, Cochin-China.
That Mr R.M.Jackson be appointed to Hanoi to study the language, and
that it be arranged for him to live with a French family if at all possible.
That the Board be requested to send out another man to join Mr.Jack
son at as early a date as possible.
That the Conference heartily endorse and will earnestly seek to carry
out the policy of Self-support in the Indo-China work.
'Another man' was sent to join /V. Jackson in Hanoi. It_Maa my
privilege to be that man. And that is the secret of all successful missionary
work, 'Another man, or woman, to Join* the team.
The policy of self-support was discussed by us then,as earnestly and
as frequently as by others,today. 'Persistence is determination in action*
and we needed plenty. We were working in a French Colony,in the South,and
in French Protectorates,in the center and the north.To the Vietnamese, the
idea of self-support was as foreign as we were. But under the leadership of
Jaffray and our Foreign Department,we persistgd.„I have letters indicating
that missionaries did not always keep in mina ?haT national workers were
colleagues_pnd not employees of the Mission.Administratively from North Amer
ica and "collectively on the field, the compass always pointed to self-support
and self-administration and national leadership. Although Self sometimes at
tempted to take-over, God brought us through into the full growth of the
Church and the Mission of today, with a North American headquarters that has
kept pace in a changing world.
A

Outstanding,has been the team-work of nationals and missionaries in
Indo-China. We used to refer to the six-in-one-field, including Tribal areas
and Chinese ministries,as well as East Thailand, Cambodia,Laos and Viet-Nam.
One field to begin with, and now four. Many gif^a ancL talentaj. n^ mi s si onary
and n a t i o n a l ^ n g r s o n n e l e v i d e n c e that God was directing in more than
48 years of^ministry I thank God for the contribution of every missionary

and every national colleague. This spirit of fellowship prevailed a l s o in
inter-Mission relationships.In all parts of Asia I have met many missionaries
and can recall no spirit of criticism. There was a job to he done and e v e r y 
one was on the job.
The "3.3.China" flailed December 28,10-18,, from Oakland.California
bound for Hongkong via Honolulu.Yokohama.Nagasaki.Manila and Shanghai. It
was a thrilling, peaceful voyage, apart from one big storm,with no thought
in any mind of the w a r that would involve those cities a quarter of a cen
tury later.
I stood at the rail watching passengers embark,Americans, Chinese,
a French nurse in uniform just out of military service, going to Manila to
be married. I w a B thinking of another girl who might have been on this trip.
Her turn was to come in less than two years. A gentleman joined me. After a
while he said,• I suppose we shall have a number of fanatical missionaries
on this voyage?' I replied, 'Yes, they are a ubiquitous bunch. I wouldn't
be surprised if we have some on board'. Later on he asked, 'By the way, what
Company are you with?' With a grin,I answered, 'I'm one of those fanatics'.
We got along f i n e . Later down in my bunk alone, I heard another inner voice.
'Well what about it.You don't have a university degree, the war prevented
that. What do you think you will do? Are you really a u d i fled? And then I
remembered/'With God, all things are possible".^na I^slept^Missionaries on
board included Mrs Crofoot, Dr Crandall (Lady) a n d Mr and Mrs Coan. Mr Coan's
father had been a missionary
- ls grandfather, I believe,was
Titus Coan well known pioneer in H a w a i . The Coans, a lovely couple, were
en route to India.
a n d
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First impressions never leave a traveller going to the Far E a 3 t . The
auto t r i p 3 in Honolulu and Manila with LietfhDamon. Everything flew, chickens
in particular,with Damon protesting. Intramuros, the old city in ManiVo-and
Bilibid prison.."The old city, Intramuros, dates back to the 16th century
or earlier. It is at present surrounded by a thick and high B t o n e wall with
the ancient moat converted into flower beds or athletic fields. Inside^, one
imagines that he is in Spain and at any corner would not be surprised to
meet Don Quixote clattering along on his nag. The buildings are practically
all of stone.built out to the street line,with huge gates opening into court
yards and barred windows with B e n o r i t a s looking out. The streets are
narrow, single flagstones often forming the sidewalk.And here in the
little shops are numerous boys, .girls and women all occupied with some
thing or nothing, while a good many of the men sitting outside on the
sidewalk, are holding their fighting cocks, occasionally letting them
fight when you stop to look at them. Here also are many old cathddrals
and buildings which we visited a n d they w e r e wonderful indeed..
' The old outpost, an abutment of the wall,is transformed into a
very pretty little aqarium, not quite as large as that a£ Honolulu but
much better situated. The colouring of these tropical fish certainly is
lovely, delicate tints of blue, red and yellow, run into deeper shades
and mix with other colfrurs In beautiful designs. Some fish are ugly, others
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queer or cute or anything else you might like to call them./CI tickled a
big python's nose but he wouldn't fight. They all seem to be la*y, evep
a Saigon leopard. •- .
" Not far from the aquarium is the Manila Hotel overlooking the large
and beautiful bay. All this section of the waterfront is well laid out
and it is delightful to be there in the cool evening with the band playing
in, the grandstand. Crowds of white clad peop3e are standing around and
the sun is setting just back of the mountain on the right, often covered
by a cloud resting upon its summit. Or if you wander around, here are
crowds of students playing baseball or soccer.In the new city everything
is modern and up to date although it is still mixed with some of the old
Spanish styles. Out in the suburbs it is quite different and you are in
the real Phillipino district with bamboo and grass houses buiJ.t up on
posts.v
In the afternoon four of us went on an auto trip. The gorge road
branched off some distance back as we hit the high spotsJ/'This road is
very pretty, through villages along the river. Many lovely views came into
sight as we raced along. Chickens,dogs,pigs, boys and girls, carts and
people, lost no time in getting out of our way. In the river, lazy old
car».bou poked their noses above the water and along the the banks women
washed their clothes and beat them on the rocks. Through tfce Gorge it
was beautiful as well as twisty riding, with signs every now and then,
"Slow please", "Thank you". Coming back we went through Fort McKinley
and then back to town, the Zoo and the ship."
Our next stops were Yokohama and Nagasaki. Concerning our visit
from Yokohama to Enoshima and Kamakuru I wrote:
"By the time we reached Kamakura it was nearly sundown. On the
trolley we met a lady missionary,(American) who was married to a Japanese
gentleman. She was very helpful and being on the way to a night school
which was in our direction, accompanied us part way and very kindly arranged
for a real Japanese dinner in a Japanese hotel. Before eating, we visited the
great image of Buddha (Daibutsu) and viewed it by moonlight. Thi3 was the
very best sight of the day and we were the only visitors. You may imagine
how mystic/it all was in the brilliant moonlight as we moved around in the
grove and viewed him from every angle. What a contrast! the stars and the
moon, earth and sky, declaring the glory and majesty of the invisible G o d —
and the huge bronze motionless Buddha, the work of men's hands. Already
one feels the awful chill of idolatry.•God is light and in Him is no dark
ness at all'.Inside, the image was lighted by candles and after stopping
a while longer, with a final meditation on light and gloom, we departed."
"At the hotel entrance the proprietor met us with a low bow.
After discarding shoes which were exchanged for sandals, we were ushered
to a room upstairs;Japanese maidens politely bowing as we passed. Here we
sat on green cushions around our square table 1 1 / 2 feet high. The floor
was heavily padded and matted. Two of the side walls were composed of a
framework covered with rice paper. One end of the room was decorated with
beautiful paintings—Japanese scenes. In one corner stood a screen. The
other end also was decorated and contained a raised platform, small bureau
and cupboard. Nearby were two China charcoal braziers which were quite welcome
after the frosty night air"
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"Presently a lady entered, bowed politely and seated herself b e t w e e n
Mr Coan and me. Six other Japanese ladies entered, bowed, B m i l e d and then
left to bring in the various courses. We managed the chop sticks quite well.
First came tea in small cups with cake. Then fish with a sweet sauce which
"was excellent. Next,riue—four bowls for hungry me. Finally soup containing
small fish."
"After bidding adieu and getting into our shoes we left the compound,
passed the watchman and walked briskly to the railroad station, with the clinkclank of his stick, and its noisy attachment, sounding fainter and fainter
in the distance"
In Nagasaki I visited with Anne Fleming, fellow student from Toronto
Bible College. It was a treat to have a meal away from the ship, a quiet
evening in a snug little Japanese house. I still recall the sound of the
wooden clogs on the street outside, a rainy night with people constantly
on the move. Shanghai is rememberedby the fragrance of our visit with the Woodberry
family.
We anchored in the 3ay at Hongkong. It was a privilege to be met b y
Rev.R.A.Va.ffrav pioneer missionary in Quangsi. South China, and superinten
dent of the new Alliance Mission in French Indo-China. Mr Jaffray was known
not only by his publication ministry in China, his Bible Magazine and hia
family connections in Canada, but later he pushed beyond the borders o f IndoChina to commence w o r k in Indonesia and Borneo, fie stood with the group who
came out on the Company launch-to meet our ship. I had no trouble picking
him out in the crowd even though I had not met him previously. He had a
personality that attracted one.
Chinese
New Year was being celebrated in the city with great
noise and pageant. Huge strings of firecrackers were suspended in long
queue's from the roofs of high buildings,making conversation possible only
by shouting. In spite of it being a holiday,Mr Jaffray took me to Tak Cheong
the tailor to be fitted for a tropical suit. It was very cold in Hongkong
but weather would soon warm up farther south. At Tak Cheong's I learned to
eat dry watermelon seeds after cracking the tiny sheel between the teeth.
ThiB skill, like eating with chopsticks, had to be acquired. In later years
Tak Cheong wanted to know if I were Jaffray's son. 'Yes indeedj I replied,
•a spiritual son*.
"P^orthos".
We embarked for Haiphong on the French mail Bteamer
Each
evening Mr Jaffray walked the deck when the sea was Calm, sometimes with me
and frequently with a noted Chinese diplomat, Dr Wong, who was en route to
Versailles for the p e a c e treaty meetings. Mr Jaffray, I recall, had clear
ideas of what should be done with respect to the Far East.When not on deck
as I observed many t i m e B in later years, Mr Jaffray,
•. particularly when
weather was rough, worked constantly in his bunk preparing material for pub
lication, from a suitcase filled with books.
in paiphjnq
During +h>ese days and later, after we were metjybv Rev Wm C.Cadman and
R.M.Jackggn, Mr Jaffray clearly stated his convictions on the nature of
Church beginnings and Church growth.We faced a unique opportunity in Indo-

China. The Alliance was the only Protestant Mission, except for the Swiss
Brethren in Southern Laos, working in an area of responsibility that wou?d
comprise more than 25 million people. Our location between China to the
north and India with its neighbors to the west, was strategic. Mr Jaffray
was familiar with missionary policy in China and desired that we should
avoid^any mistakes that had been made there. Institutional work should have
its proper place, as well as other means of christian service, but primary
emphasis must be on the planting and growth of an indigenous ehurch.There
must be direct Gospel preaching,with an aim to secure converts to Christ
and the formation of a christian community. Work should begin in the pro
vincial centers and in the cities, reaching out~~from there to the country
districts. The bible must be translated into the language of the people.
A Bible Training School should be established, as soon as possible, in order
to train christian evangelists and pastors. Publication of christian liter
ature, must be given strong emphasis. Mr Cadman already was laying the founda
tion for our Publication Department. He had come originally to youth China
asTar experienced printer to assist Mr Jaffray. Mrs Cadman was proficient
in Gf'eek and Hebrew, and was deeply interested in the preparation of liter
ature, particularly with Bible translation.
' 'Dr William A."Snalley, Dr R.L.Phillipa
It is noteworthy that in the caii and selection of missionaries, there
are men and women prepared for special ministries. Thus, when we expanded
work to Cambodia, Thailand and Laos,^aa well as Tribal areas, translators
were available, Dr. G.E.Roffe in Laos^(Rev A.L.Hammond, the Ziemer brothers,
Swain, Schelander, Helen Evans, Charlie^Long and others in Cambodia, Thailand
and the Highlands of Viet Nam.Additional specialists in teaching, administra
tion and other fields have followed in their train. Now in the forefront'are
the increasing number of dedicated, talented national leaders with their
special gifts. And yet, the fact remains that the backbone of any tg^m f ™
the_regnlars, those_who carry on dsy after day, without whom success is inpossible. In a real spiritual sense,every member of God's team is a special
ist.
f^ Ji 8§&erali^
' secretary to the Governor
Missionaries~'who-jforked with Dr Jaffray have happy memories of those
days. For instance his interview—
Our missionary work had been prohibited in 1915
because missionaries with German names were under suspicion, including Mr
Hess the chairman, who lived in Wuchow. Hess, leaving for furlough, arranged
for Jaffray to replace him. After_noti^n^_sijailarity in names and musing that
possibly he had a French background, Jaffray and the RTCAF d-cnV 3uperieur.dis
cussed the battle of Verdun,which was then in progress. After an exciting
discussion, with maps spread out on the desk, Mr San Chaffray announced
concerning the enemy, "lis ne paaseront pas,jamais!" Then turning to Jaffray
he enquired, "Now what is it you came to see me about?" Missionary work, as
a result, was resumed.
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One day in Tourane (Danang) after^our usual.near-all-night com
mittee meetings, we reached the river jettyj^to see Zhe launch returning and
the French liner in the bay lifting the anchor. Requesting us to tip the
•chauffer* of the launch, Jaffray jumped in and began tooting the whistle.
With the whistle sounding and the Resident's flag flying, the captain of
the liner stopped the engines and lowered the gangplank once again. There
musi» be an important message from the Resident. Jaffray mounted the steps,
presented his third class ticket and disappeared to his cabin. I have a
_ .u idea of what was seid by the captain and ,
of the steameriJaffray
was on his way again,
officers
Dr David Fant recounts some highlights in the life of Dr.Jaffray
who was born December 16 187,3.' one hundred years ago'.^ "No young mission
ary who reported to Jaffray ever doubted who was commander-in-chief. He in
sisted on strict discipline and hard work. But he loved these young folks
as a father loved his children. When my classmate Charles Lump reported for
duty at Wuchow, he found an old upright piano nobody knew what to do with.
When Jaffray learned Charles was a good pianist he waw delighted."Play some
thing for us," he said, and Charles responded with Meyerbeer's "Coronation
March". "That's fine," the chairman commented. "Now let's hear 'Onward,
Christian Soldiers".
Dr.Fant continues,"It was my high privilege to know Dr Robert
A.Jaffray for some forty years, at times as a guest in our home with Mrs
Jaffray and their daughter Margaret, but most of the time necessarily via
correspondence from various mission fields. He must be recognized as one of
the leading missionary statesmen of our century, a great man by any measure
ment—physical, intellectual or spiritual.
"Born into a home of culture and affluence (his father was owner
and publisher of the Toronto Globe, one of Canada's most influential news
papers, and a Dominion senator), he turned his back on a lucrative business
career to seek the greater riches of the kingdom of heaven. Soon after his
conversion he succumbed to A.B.Simpson's impassioned preaching, enrolled
in his New York Missionary Training school, and in 1896 became one of~a
missionary party which included Robert~H.Glover to begin work in Kwangsi,
South China. This was the center of his activities for thirty-three years.
"Years, age, success—nothing halted this modern apostle, whose
eyes were on the cloud, not the calendar. The Alliance wanted to honor him
and a General Council cabled him a request to become vice-president. Back
flashed a polite refusal. A paraphrased rendering would be '0 no, I'm doing
a great work. I cannot step down' (Cp. Nehemiah 6:2,3)" /»
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Dr Jaffray*3 heart wag on the field. He wrote ne Jttly 31 1924: "Thank you for
joura of June 2k re: the Vice-Presidency of the Alliance.. I cannot consider
that this would be a larger ministry: in fact I feel as though I would rather
"be a chaplain to the robbere in the mountains than go home.( He and three others,
Jaffray,Millor.Ray and Carne had been taken captive by robbers and 192^ had
been a year of suffering and death for many in Ouangsi). I would rather be out
here feeding the multitudes than at home preaching about the loaves and fishes"

P
Another missionary colleague, Mr« Tte-rlrtTi,* nobler Rose writes. "I remember
an_afteraapn in 19A2 when I saw an old man ^^ftftifllng Area™"- Sitting in the corner
of the little house in which we were imprisoned in the mountains (of Celebes), the
old man was intent in the study of a map of that great sweep of islands then known
as the Motherland East Indies.
"How often we'd poured over that map and mentally chocked off the cities
and the islands as they were invaded and fell...Singapore,Sumatra, Java, the Cel
ebes.
"These, lassie," he said as I knelt beside the cbair,"are the areas wa
must enter as soon as the war is over"
"Mythoughts were so full of the fears and the anxieties, separatio na and
tales of "atrocities which had become such a part of our daily life. Suddenly I
realised that to him they were but passing events that never altered the program
of reaching the unreached, ovento that never marred the dream!
"His finger traced a path through the Natuna and Anambas groups of islands,
encircled central and southern Sumatra, passed over the haunts of the nomadic
Pvmana in the hinterland of Borneo, caressed Bali with a prophecy that God would
again open the door to the gospel, then moved on to Misool, the Isle of Demons,
the Bird's Head of New Guinea, the Zwart and Mamberamo River Valleys, and at last
came to rest over the Baliem Valley.
"This is our task", he said, "and I can hear the sound of a going in the
tops of the rnulberry trees, the noise of the marching feet of the mighty a m y
of young men and women that God is preparing for the occupation of these areas"
The desire to bring the Gospel to unreached areas in the South burned
in other hearts as well ao Mr Jaffrays. Hammonds and Ellisons, Cambodia j H.A.
Jacksons and G.H.Sniths,Tribes; Roffes and Grobbs, Lao3. During a committee meetin/; in Cambodia,Paul Gunther mentioned that he and his wife were greatly burdened
by the need in East Thailand. His colleagues pointed out that we still were extreme
ly short handed in Cambodia but they said,"All right Jeffrey we will accept
your decision and we will co-operate". We prayed together and with headquarters
approval and that of the Presbyterian Mission in Thailand, work was commenced when
the Gunthers locate*} in UborirA wonderful group of missionaries have followed in
their train. In all areas there have been martyrs,missionaries and nationals, who
laid down their lives in service for Christ.In Thailand Paul and Priscill^ Johnson
Had wa waited even a month longer we night never have entered East Thailand.

At times it might have seemed to' our Hone Board that we were biting
off core than Me could chew. They had to deal with the finances. But as the calls
c a n e C o m a over and help us* the response became a great team effort of love
and faith to respond. It began with the missionaries in South China and then
kept growing. Team effort has been a major factor in the growth of the Mission
Olid the National Church. And we have had good coaches.
M.Bonnet*s house aa-fl" property were purchased by the Mission and the
house is occupied -today- by those who minister
in the Lord's work.
When I arrived early in 1919 Mr Hosier and others were no longer serving
in Annam. The Tourane missionaries included Rev and Mrs E.P.Irwin, Miss
Hartman and Miss Foster.
Life in Hanoi was interesting. Rich Jackson and I exchanged Frftnch~
English with Gaaton Laforge whose father had charge of tn§,,pepiniere (nursery]
Each year the city of Hanoi provided a wonderful display of flowers in the
gardens; tulips, hydrangeas and other varieties. Mrs Laforge was a wonderful
cook and I had many a sumptuous meal at their home. I had to converse in
French and any mistake or mispronunciation brought Mr Laforge into action.
A wonderful way to avoid repeating mistakes! If I did not distinguish clearly
between 'faim' and 'femme' or if I said *Je suis' instead of 'J'ai faim, I
had to explain just how I had managed to become a woman! My Vietnamese
teacher was Mr Bui Tu. For my first Christeas_in_1919 he insisted that I
give a message in Tonkinese. We worked it out and lor the most part I read
it; it looks amazingly good today. There is nothing better than team-work.
t

One Saturday, I rode my bicycle along the dykes surrounding Hanoi city.
Coming along a wide surface, overgrown, allowing only a narrow path, I saw
a young man walking ahead with hiB back to me. I sounded the befel but he
did not move aside,even though my warning was gradual. Reaching him, I dis
mounted and discovered a very angry young man about my own age. Speaking
in French I introduced myself and started a conversation. He interrupted to
enquire angrily why I had insulted him. I told him I was not a French of
ficial and that I came from Canada. Then I mentioned our culture which was
to warn of my approach without alarming a pedestrian. I assured him I had
no thought of racial discrimination, 'au contraire', I was out for fellowship.
Soon we got along fine. This was my first contact with anti-colonial feeling
and I knew that a foreigner must continually grow in | G J ; § | I A & of the
national mind.How tragic that this young man's resentment in war instead
of peace
.
^Ur&/Of
, m^confrohtation instead of a better solution.
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Another Saturday in the dry season as I rode the dykes, I saw well
dressed people coming from ail directions, converging toward a tree grown
area. It proved to be a Buddhist temple. Behind the wall, in the spacious
courtyard, a game, similar to chess, was in progress, but with living chess
men. A queen i n her robes,sat on her throne at one end of the area used as
chessboard, with a king in royal attir^n^nls throne at the opposite, end.
The pieces i n the game were boys and girls sitting on stools, eaeh in h i s
or her square. Two elderly gentlemen, with straggly beards,
- with
staffs.in hand walked slowly among the squares, pausing fromjtime,J;o time.
Steves were made by tapping a youngster on the shoulder^ancf t n e n % S c a t i n g
his or her new position. It was fascinating and I thought of the game of
life, young people moved by Christ or by Satan. I rode home determined to
move at His direction and to be on the winning team.

, , Hanoj summers are hotter than those of Saigon where the temperature
is f*^«*tre*we.;£' found it to be the same in the " ^
- Yangtze valley in
China in contrast with areas farther south. French engineers had constructed
a railway from Haiphong and Hanoi up through the mountains to fonnanfu (Jam
ming) . China. It was a great engineering feat wltn hundreds of tunnels as
one climbed to 5>000 feet. We were married in Yunnanfu inJL921 but my first
trip was in 1919.
J
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Mr Collins was in charge of the Y M C A in Yunnanfu, a wonderful
man with a lovely wife and young son Ralph. The father was seriously ill
and I stayed_un-w±tii him a few nights before his death. I still can see
Ralph and his mother as I left to return to Hanoi. Once again I realized
the significance of God's planning and purpose in our lives when
I read in a Toronto paper that Ralph Collins had been appointed Canadian
ambassador in Peking. I wrote him and found that his mother had passed away
in Ottawa a few months earlier. I did regret that I had not been able to
see her. In fact, I had thought tha^the Collins* were from the U.S. Memory
was stirred again as I read
'Ung ^ed China' by J.Tuzo Wilson.with his
appreciation of the hospitality of ambassador and Mrs Collins in Peking.
n x
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q g ^ f - a - ^ P y horseback with Mr Graham Sr. of f V
to bring famine relief funds to needy tribes people of the area, in
cluding Lisu and Nosu. I wrote: "This is Sunday morning and I'm away up among
the hills in a little Meo village, 120 li from Yunnanfu. Last night was one
of the best I have yet h a d .
7 . . having travelled since
6:30 a.m. Mr Graham and I were ushered into a mud house where a bright pine
fire made our welcome vivid. Here we sat for a time talking and drying out.
The family sat around making it a scene for an artist: bright eyed youngsters
in picturesque dress; our boys talking and laughing over the adventures of the
day; our solitary military escort almost played out from constant climbing.
Brightest of all
were our host and his wife—he a happy christian already
three score years and ten, the patriarch of the village, with more than a score
of children and grandchildren; and she, a bright faced^wrinkled old lady every
bit as happy as her husband.
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"The smoke got into ones eyes and throat and the whole setting of the
room; mud, dirt and people, with flickering lights and shadows, presented
a weird effect until one saw into the hearts, felt the welcome and realized
the Presence and joy and peace of God. We were in a palace, a delightful
place after a strenuous, day.
"We are among the poorest of the tribes people, at rock bottom as
Mr Graham puts it but they are rich. No smoking, gambling, wine drinking,im
morality today in this house, as there was a few years ago. Then we went to
prayer meeting in the chapel at the other end of the village—a pine torch
procession with torches finally placed together on a flat stone, shedding a
soft night over the benches, the mud walls and floor as well as the people.
It was a delightful service filled with worship and song. You should hear these
people sing, every note correct with the addition of a few trills peculiar
to the tribes people."
.

It was inspiring to read in Reader's digest of those who continue
to minister 'Beyond the Ranges', the condensing of Mr Eugene
..-Morse'S 'fo't
•Home to the Hidden Valley'; the same Lisu but forced to move from war torn
areas. Memory recalls those hardy mountaineers and the C.I.M pioneers who
ministered to them, men like Fraser,Nicoll and Graham.
Executive Committe met in Tourane, Nov. 24 1920. Item 19 reads:
» Mr J_af frey' s letters relative to the opening of a Bible School
. were
readand after a free discussion the Committee agreed as to the urgent need
in our work of A Bible School for men and women workers as soon A S possible.
The Committee recommend thaf Mr Jeffrey prepare himself for that work with a
view to receiving permanent appointment from the Conference at A later date.
..Committee agreed that the_proper place for the School was probably TOURSNIE
and that the ri^ht man for the work was Mr Jeffrey if he c<in feel that it is
the Lord' s^eading~ToT"him
"Another item stated "The Committee is strongly
of the opinion that as soon as the Lord opens the way we ought by all means to
enter Cambirdia"
n

In March lQPl r^yif^r^nna all nrMafl Mr Jflff™*y to be in chargr
of the Men's BTbTe School. Miss Foster,plater Miss Frost, to be in charge
of the Women's Bible School.
—
It was also voted
"that inasmuch as Mr Rader is present and approves of the marriage of Mr.
J.effr_sy and M i a 3 Goforth. and Mr R.M.Jackson and M J B S Peebles before the
two years are up, the Conference grants them permission to be married just
before their vacation". This no doubt had something to do with my trip to
Shanghai to meet Ruth Goforth and to visit her parents at Chi Kung Shan. It
was an exciting trip all the way,beginning in Hanoi. 'I'm en route'.
"I got off alright but not without the usu al little bit of adventure!
We (Rich Jackson and I) left the house immediately after dinner and a few
finishing touches in packing. The final articles were some hats,spitoons!
and a monstrous brass plate about two .feet in diameter. These^grticles were
purchased some time ago by Jack for Mrs Jaffray—I don't know^whafc use # 2
is to be put.. -and had been left in HaiphongforMiss Foster to take with
her when she came up. However sincegl was going aXrectly to Wuchow it was
decided that I should take them.
consequence Mr Thu* was despatched to
Haiphong
? yesterday with instructions to bring the packages back
to Hanoi.
A
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"The next scene finds tltem safely in a poose-poose with'Jacki while
an iron tired rickshaw conveyed a trunk and pigskin box which had caught my
fancy in Yunnanfu.The 'pig' however didn't like his company and fell off
as the coolie rattled along regardless of the bumps. Jack took care of the
pigskin and placed the other package behind the trunk. Then the fun began.
We were now on a level road and the iron-tired chap kept well ahead of our
rubber tired vehicles. The basket meanwhile danced madly on the tonneau of
leading rickshaw. I began to wonder what was coming next and it happened at
the street car tracks. The tram was at the^orner and a stream of traffic
was going by but that didn't hinder", the ' ^ i n the lead. He dashed in and
we after him. In and out we went at full speed with the tram after us. Of
course the basket fell ofJ in the middle of the track. I made a vain attempt
at rescue but had to stop for fear of going under m^elfV-j
L•It was jgoop:. tnougn tnat only tne tray was smashed. The rest is still
with me." ^^^ATW
SK&TWf)
frfr&difl^
^
d room
<pefore our lovely wedaing^in Yunnanfu, June 28 1921. Ruth was busy
in Tourane and
"then Hanoi with French and Vistnamese language study.
Then came the Bible School.
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I did appreciate the Conference invitation to begin the Bible School
and woxild have desired to continue a teaching ministry had not Conference voted
later on for charmanship ministries. Others have done a better job in the
Sghpol—I was followed by J.D.QlsenT^.H.Haglett. E.F.Irwin, H.C.Smith and
tylA/i/$ //r<v#Thua had assisted me.Later Ong van Huyen and Le dinh Tuoi were on
the staff until Mr Huyen was appointed as Dean. Today the leadership is
entirely composed of Vietnamese, Ong Van Huyen, Dr Le hoang Phu^V Vwv^y Cu^
with other Vietnamese and missionaries on the staff; a better team than ever/
Our course of three years included regular Bible College subjects
with some additions and was geared to acquaint the students with every book
in the bible during that period. I had thought of including Greek but decided
against it as not yet being a basic need. There has been criticism that I
did not include English but it would have been misunderstood by the French
authorities. To begin with there was a good deal of suspicion against us.Later
we added a course in French.
The students came from various levels, university. secretaries,
farmers, artisans and represented a wide segment of Vietnamese society. A
number were proficient in the Chinese classics. Some of these at first did
not nake as high marks as those whose studies had been along French lines
but they soon reached the top in more way3 than one. A few had attended Mr
Irwin's and Mr StebbUs daily bible class. Today as I rea£ over missionary
letters describing the applicants with all their handicaps, yet with
jL^«pf/>
denoe that God was leading them to apply,and then consider that these a r e " ^
^
national church leaders today, I am deeply humbled.
conf

6
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To begin with we faced some particular problems. There was no
lack of applicants but not all had she same motivation. Missionary corres
pondence with the School was voluminous. Missionary co-operation and encour
agement was heart warming and each applicant was carefully screened. Finances
was quite a problem and most had a difficult time securing the cash. Each
applicant signed a statement that he was a voluntary student and the Mission
had no responsibility whatever to assign him as an evangelist upon completion
of his studies, unless he showed himself fully qualified spiritually as well
as intellectually. But what would happen in a local church if a student from
that area was not assigned? Or a missionary might say,*I sent this man, he
must return to my area'. Another might insist that a worker remain with him
regardless of what Biblle College rules might be for that student's return
to complete his studies.I had many a struggle with missionaires over District
urgency
School urgency but with committee help we reached agreement.

;

.

,

Mr. Cadman in Hanoi was deeply interested and concerned with our prob
lems. He perhaps more than any other missionary knew what w a 3 being said in
French circles, Protestant as well as Homan catholic or non-religious.Cad
man was concerned because 3ome students referred to themselves as theologi~caT students. He wrote; "Have read through your slip as to the objects of
THE,BIBLE SCHOOL, NOT THEOLOGICAL S E M I N A R Y . It really annoys me to r e S l i J l f
now and then,the writers of which sign themselves a 3 theological students
in Tourane. Also I notice the names suggest the flavor of,theological sem
inary. They need putting right along this line. Ours is a Bible Schooland
canao_t rightly even be called a theological school." In another lettar~Kfe
wrote:"As to the term Theological Seminary any one who compares a Bible
School curriculum with a standard Seminary fully appreciates the wide dif
ference. Bible School teaches: "Thus saith the Lcrd", the Theological School
teaches about "the Science of God" and in its moralizing and philosophising
creates "modernism". No,I feel that it is a matter of false pride for our
students to refer to themselves as theological students and here in Hanoi
our people would call them sharply to task. As also our newspaper editors."
Mr Cadman had strong_nnnvtction3 #V < -- rV/A-TTff/16.

8

The Vietnamese, however,coming out from colonial rule and challenged
by it/are ambitious for the best in all areas. Back in 1921 I could not en
visage the number of Vietnamese Evangelical Church christians who today are
studying in universities and seminaries all over the world.Some plan to re
turn as laymen^others to work with the Church. There still are seminaries
whose standard is "Thus saith the Lord" and one of them is in Nhatrang.The
danger of unbelief remains with us and mu3t be contested until Christ Himself
returns. In the meantime we can unite in complete allegiance to,"Thus^aith
the Lord".
v
Mr Jaffray pad
viae advice. He insisted on a high standard but
somehow or other was led to believe that I did not f«ypr a full three year
course. I ssured him that this was not so.He wrote: "I know, to hurriedly
graduate your students in response to the pressing need in these early days
is a temptation, but I trust that if some of your students have to leave

school before their course is completed you will insist upon their appoint
ment being considered temporary, that it will be understood with them that
they are expected to return and complete their course in the School. The
awarding of diplomas only in the case of the Course having been completed
will help you and help the students also to a real desire to return to the
School and finish their course."
Jaffray went on to explain how they had faced this probiem in the early
days in South China. And then he adds:HThere is one matter further suggested
from your letter about which I would like to make a remark. The fact that a
certain missionary supports a student in School should not entitle him to
have the entire say as to where he should be appointed and when. It must be
clearly understood by all that the students in our Bible School are under
the direction of the Mission, The fact that the supporter supplies the rice
for the student does not by any means entitle him or her to any right with
regard to hit', future work. The Committee would naturally of course be con
siderate .
of the supporter in such a case, but it would
be wrong to allow the supporter to have anything like the privilege of di
recting the future of the student. The School is Mission property, and the
expense of the School throughout is borne by the Mission, the support of
the student being a comparatively small item".
Early School Experiences.
Early School experiences are memorable. I sat in our converted stable.
where"we began classes, with all possible translations in front of me. We
had some Vietnamese Scripture portions from our own translators as well as
the entire Roman Catholic Vietnamese bible, combining the latin vulgate ftn
ec ulv
1
A
inftBe
one column and its l 3J»|flSe 8t ftR|
column: a very
lie were familiar with Chinese or French
literal translation.Since,.tne student;
we had those bibles for reference and if necessary I could refer them to
the Greek New Testament. My Vietnamese, Annamese as we called it then,of
course was far from what it ought to be but my ambition was unbounded. My
wife would have added that ray nerve was colossal.At any rate we had a gloriois
time. We were discussing 'due jtin'(faith).Pham Thanh, former sorcerer, well
versed in the Chinese classics, muttered.'Duqtin. Due tin, what in the world
is that? It just wasn't the vocabulary he was used to. Later I shall describe
whaira marvelous evangelist and team-mate he proved to be when I travelled
in his church district. One day in class I happened to mention the frozen
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lakes in Canada,
a^team of horses to draw a heavy load across the
Winter surface.And that WE skated and played hockey on such a surface P h ™
Thanh objected."Tell us another one.Teacher. I don't accept ?hat TATE" A ^ e w
fish in the ocean nearby that became birds and then turned back into fish
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when pursued by
^arger fish can fly sometimes nearly a kilometer to esca^eJ^Oh no' he replied
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'I know about them but this is quite different". Then ib was my turn, while
the students l a u ^ e ^ t g ^ ^ a y ^ T e ^ ^ g ^ a n o t h e r , Mr Phatn Thanh. I cannot accept
that tale". TieqnteLemea very 4;TOU5x#a one day and said he had serious doubts
about inspiration. When I enquired why? he said. "If we all come from Adam and
Eve how come that there are so many type3 of nosea in the world—long, flat,
wide narrow? We discussed it for a whils . Then I asked him. "Tiep what evidencf
j

t|d
gfo&Fili?»OP
ihttodS&Mffl
bomeone
haa already su&gestea
that flat noses
y

exactly the
might have commenced
oy ggjgtfL*
sjfi0Sne
bumping against a tree. The questions were truly sincere and more and more
the students realized that the,"Word of God is living and active".The men
gresr in faith, love and hope and in the knowledge of the Word, both written
and Incarnate. There were a few dropouts and failures and even then I believe
each one eventually met God.
Le dinh Tuoi had been recommended bv H.A.Jackson
as follows :"Tuoi is single.He is one that is not ashamed of Jesus, and the world!
*knows
it, This lad will not be fooled.He is not easily moved and sticks to what
he believes, God's word is his standard.The christians want to help and I
can almost promise you they will support him, If its a case of funds don't
let him be held up.We'll pray it in."

Tuoi came up from the south with three others ail of them very
promising students and Tuoi was the leader. Before long they deeply resented
what they believed to be the excessive authority of one of the men frnm th,q
nojrth, who had been appointed as one of the School monitors. Matters came to
a head one day when visitors were allowed. Dormitory regulations were verystrict and during visiting hours a young lady, relative of the monitor, had
entered hSs^oom? 7A11 doors were open but the Southern group came to me and
Baid that entering the room was against rules and was immoral. I investigated
and ruled that depriving the monitor of his job, with an apology from him, was
enough.since there was no evidence of immoral conduct. The southerners were
adamant. I did not understand their culture and he must be expelled.I replied
that while I did want to fully observe Annamese culture,
we were a christis
school and truth would prevail, if we looked to God.The men asked time off to
pray and returned a day or so later to say that the Lord had shown them that
I was wrong and they were right.I was heart broken. To lose these men would
be a calamity that would disrupt unity in the Church. And in the South it
would be a disaster. I prayed but finally informed Tuoi that with deep regret
I would have to let him return home. During all this Mrs Jeffrey had continued
to teach Mr Tuoi the organ and acted as though everthing was the same as ever.
The day before he was to leave by ship Mr Tuoi asked permission to say good
bye to the students. He stood up and said, 'Men I could fight it out with
Mr Jeffrey but I cannot fight tne love that Mrs Jeffrey has shewn in not taking
sides in this matter'.And he broke down and wept with each of us joining in.
What a triumph of God*3 love and grace.
t

Years later when Le fjj nh.Tiiniwas president of the Vietnamese Churn}
I have heard him tell students and pastor's.to yiela our wills to God's will.
Tjiai, a close friend of mine, taught in the Bible College, was p_p.3tor of the
Central Saigon church. During building operations no task was too men; ial for
•Ibis servant of God.

Bible Colleges were established as early as possible in each of our
South East Asia fields. Cambodia in Battambang (
)later moved to Ta Khmau.
East Thailand (
) then a School among thoe e who had had leprosy. Tribes at
Dalat (
) and Banmethuot (
) . Laos in Lua-*\gprabang (
) Xieng Khoang
and Vientiane. The story of these Schools and those who ministered would re
quire volumes.
In addition to these, sometimes proceeding them, mssionaries and nation
als conducted Short Term Bible Schools in numerous areas. They were nolfc co
ordinated with regard to the courses, nor were they officially I & £ 4 $ i n the Seminary,as is the case today in the very effective Theological Extension
program. But these Short Term Schools were of a high standard and were very
effective. One that was close to being a full time School wan conducted by
Homera Hcmer-Dixon in Hanoi.
v
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Hojufira -oame ,frpjaj.a well to do family. Her father was a high government
official, and _
^aristocratic. Homera was appointed as matron in the^fllaP*
sionary Children's School at Dalat but her heart desire was to reach the Tribe£
people in the northern part of French Indo-China. While on a visit to Hanoi,
ostenBibly for dental work,committee yielded to her urgent plea to remain there.
Before long Homera, an excellent student with great literary ability and a
real go-getter*was operating a number of street chapels in Hanoi city, not one
but a number of them, staffed by her studentsunder the direction of the Viet
namese pastor Rev Le van Thaj. Then Bhe reached out to the highlands, the trib
al areas of Upper Tonkin. It i!f well worth noting that in every city our work
began by the renting of street chapels, with constant preaching. Sometimes
the chapel was available to us bagaiise it was supposed to be~naunted, This
was the case when Faifoo (Hoi An) was opened. We secured an excellent location
because it was feared to be haunted.And with us there people were not afraid
to attend services.
Cne_ day following evacuation from the north, Homera and Myq Jeffrey
were conducting a_Short Term Bible School in Cantho. They had a terrible
time with mc^aujJfcnBS, I recall, and when they could obtain no incense sticks
they tried burning cigarstteal Non-smokers but ready to try"wnatever might^
prove effective. Am not sure that the cigarettes did the job^One day Homera
received a letter from the north. Mrs Jeffrey wrote me:
' (See f-Jf)

Homera minlfltfl™" tn Japanese soldiers in aaigon after they had
tajcea__oj£ar and before we were interned. S h 9 was on her death bed in Grail
hospital ana received those
Japanese soldiera who knelt in tears aa they
1_ggrffri. her t h
0'1 rati-ana. Before leaving Canada for Indo-China, Homera
had written a poem; based on Psalm l\9;4 'Remember the w.ord unto thy servant,
upon which Thou has caused ma to hope' and P «
«o Lord truly I am thy
servant; I am thy servant, and the son of thine handmaid;thou hast loosed
my bonds*
f
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Homera, the slave of God
That is all I am dear Lord.
And will love Thee while life aha" 1
Just to be Thine
last
Is joy fiivine
Just to obey Thy beloved Word.
Homera, the slave of God
...
a r t , Beloved, is Thine alone
homera, the slave of God
X'm at Thy feet
I've nothing, no, nothing my own. In love complete
Thy slave I am
I » only and all Thine own.
Thou Holy Lamb
Thou reignest upon my heart's throne.
Amen: 20 years later.
1
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Homera, the slave of God
' Plcase tell llr s Jeffrey that I just cane in
0 Christ, how I love and adore fror. Binh Long where everyone inquired
My. Precious King
for her. If you aention Binh Long to Mrs Jeffrey I
In everything
dare say she will begin to scratch. Its a geeat
I'm Thy slave for evermore, life, Ivory,after one da quen roi( gets
used to it). Mrs Jeffrey thinks of bed bugs
Homera, the slave of God
saloon keepers. It
It is love that binds me so fast
* t that she has anything against
1 only know
unfortunate chaps—its the way
they get their living".
t h e
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Dr Jaffray was burdened all through his ministry by the need for
national leaders in the Church. He wrote me in August 1926 from Muskoka,
Canada.
"Well, our plans are changed again. We were booked to sail on 30th
3ept, but we have had to cancel this booking and will not get away now till
"on toward the end of the year, I fear. The Board are planning a great
Special Executive Conference of as many of the Chairmen and senior mission
aries from all the -fields that it is possible to get together at this .time,
for the consideration of the great policies of the work for the future. It
is the best move they have made for many a day, Pray that it will mean much
for the advance of the Gospel in all the world.
i
"In a word—If the Alliance could get its native Churches to take
on self-support and set itself to the training in .Bible Schools in all of
our fields of many many more native workers and get the present existing
work over onto them, then the bulk of the men and money from America could
be used for real advance work and entering new parts of the world where no
. witness of the Gospel has yet been given,—this would do more toward the
evangelisation of the world than anything else I know. We have now but two
native workers to every missionary. We ought to have at least ten to every
missionary. We need missionaries all right, but we need many many more native
mission, ries too. We need an army of native workers to do the work. It is
this pioneer work that will please Him, and it will appeal to His people too
and please them, and they will give to such an aggressive work on pioneer
lines, I am sure"

It

Today national a* id missionary specialists are active in the work of
revision and keeping things up to date. In March 1974 the United Bible
Societies with the Bible Society in Viet Nam. organized a Bible Translator's
Seminar at Dalat."Seventy were present—including staff-and all were en
gaged in putting the Scriptures in many different languages. Lectures
were given in French and English, while the workshops used Vietnamese and
Tribal languages. (Newscaster).Seven nations were represented.
H

Evan^elEim
Evangelism has been the insignia and the driving force of the Mission
and the Church in South East Asia from the beginning. The commission of
Christ was and is paramount."All authority in heaven and on earth has been
given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching
them to observe all that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always,
to the close of the age." (Matt 28:18-20). Missionaries and nationals have
been equipped spiritually to be effective disciple-makers and discipleteachers.
In addition to local preaching by missionaries and nationals with
constant visitation and receiving of visitors, there were three main thrust^
in evangelism; Oolporteurs, local evangelists as well as those from abroad,
and Bible Conferences of every description.In collaboration with the British
and Foreign Bible Society, we
early took steps to use colporteurs who
had Bible School training. They received some help from the Mission but I
know of no more self-sacrificing group than those early colporteur-evangel
ists who planted many a church. A very few failures cannot dim the bright
ness of their work. Many of the church leaders began their ministry in
some form of colportage work. Some missionaries and pastor3 like Irving
Stebbins used a boat ministry with great effectiveness. Many country church
es were planted as a result of colportage efforts on land or by water. Rev.
Nga was an outstanding example in the delf«
area of South Viet
Nam. Other retired Vietnamese pastors and laymen continue boat evangelism
today in areas not available to missionaries. I recall Rev
Diemi
testimony, who when a young colportemtrhad to sell his shoes in order to
keep going. He later pastored large congregations in tne country. God has
some marvelous jewels who began as colporteurs.
hinese and other evangelists and teachers from abroad havehhd a
decisive influence in establish!ig the Church in South East Asia. I
can only begin to list them all but the record 1 B in heaven. Always there
was a spirit of r vival in the Church, renewed again and again. Beginning
with pastor
Chao from Wucha^in
and continuing with Hinkey,
Wong. Dr John Sung, Jonathan Goforth the flam£continues to burn. Apart
fromrevival emphasis I know the Vietnamese church could not have grown nor
maintained true spiritual unity in the face of pressures from withing

and attacks from without.And this movement continues. Orrel N Steinkamp in
his book, "The Holy Spirit in Viet Nam", talks of "another Upper RoomClassroom number 5 at the Biblical and Theological Institute in Nhatrang,
Viet Nam—where revival began more than two years ago." And its roots go
deeper still, in the hearts of intercessors and faithful witnesses to the
grate of God.
Fl(?sr NPtTionn*CHutx* C«c*-c/z.
The Vietnamese church has a vigorous program of evangelisation
and of.reaching pioneer districts. When the church committed itself offic
ially to the policy that each local church mmst be responsible for its
pa&cor, even in times of emergency,it believed that stronger churches should
. in times of distress, help those that were weaker. The Mission
was requested to give some financial assistance in four areas: Bible School,
Publication, Evangelistic Teams and pioneer advance in areas totally un
reached. Student preachers have gone into settlements and strategic ham
lets to establish churches under very difficult conditions. Evangelistic
teams are penetrating new territory (in constant danger} and also are helpint in local areas. In all districts' groups of churche's are working togeth
er in evangelistic effort with regular monthly programs. This is entirely
a national church affair except where missionaries are in a position to
assist. This is being accomplished in the very important team-work of
Evangeliism Deep and Wide with, its effective training program.

/

There have been obstacles and opposition to the Gospel and
his was to be expected even though it might be caused by misunderstandIn 19?6 it was claimed that Protestants were permitted to work only in
certain treaty ports in the north and center, and in Cochin-China in the
south. A number of Vietnaaese preachers were imprisoned including Rev Ong
van Huyen now dean of the Biblical and Theological Institute in Nhatrang.
In the city of Nhatrang pastor Lieu, now retired, was arrested and sent out
to work with the road gang to sweep the streets of the city where he had been
a pastor. He witnessed to fellow prisoners and to his guards. Converts were
won and soon he was promoted by them to be water-carrier and preacher. Always
possessing a keen sense of humor Mr Lieu write me one day and smuggled the
letter out somehow. Wou?d it be all right he asked if he baptised the new
believers by effusion instead of immersion because he only had a pail of water?
Would the use of a poor grade of tea in serving communion be in line with
the constitution? His official board comprised ex-criminals and even murderers.
When news of the imprisonments reached Prance, Protestant members of the
French Chamber of Deputies used their influence and the men were quickly
released. Quite unexpectedly I was met in Tourane by Mr Lieu with his infectiius smile, 'How did you get out?' 'I don't know, they just sent me out but
the group in prison wept when I left'. This testing was in God's plan to pre
pare the church for greater trials that lay ahead.

Mr Lieu originally was
a school
teacher and an actor. He carae with
a
1
u
• group of cronies to break p e u 5gfgg nesting. When Mr Thua had finished
his message, Lieu innocently
- permission to ask a
few ouestions.Lieu
began quoting the Confucian classics. Thua also was well versed in the clas
sics but no match for Lieu in an argument. So instead of answering Lieu as
a Confucian scholar Thua quoted fcom the Chinese bible in classical Vietnamese.'The word of God is living and operative' and Lieu was won to Christ.
Years later when travelling on a French plane a Vietnamese Buddhist priest
saw me reading my Vietnamese hew Testament. The plane was noisy, one from
Canada, and the French passengers were startled to hear the shouting match
between us.' I see you belong to the Tin Lanh. Do you know pastor Lieu?' 'I
surely do he is a great friend of mine.' Well we are all going the same road.
His church is next door to my pagoda. He also is a friend of mine'. 'Well
please read this book and you will find that there are two ways, the one
I try to make and the one God has made. 'Jenus said, 'lam the way'.A letter
from Curwen Smith tells how he and Lieu were singing :
and Lieu instintively
copied everything that Curwen did. It was a hot night and each Tian was using
a fan.Lieu copied everything that Curwen did without realizing it.Curwen
en ded :Lri laughter but Lieu without a trace of a smile. "Oh that is nothing
you shout have heard Ong Jeffrey laugh a while ago when we were holding a
meeting up in Faifoo'.'JjAnu Lleu's poetry like many Vietnamese is superb.
g

A while back I mentioned Mr Pham Than'a unwillingneas to accept
my atorlea of ice in Canada. Pham Thanh waa an evangel!at and was also well
veraed in the clasaica.While viaiting in his di8trict we took a copy of
the newly published Vietnamese bible to present to the disJrict judge.Reaching
his office after passing through a number of courtyards I began the conversation
and told him the >urpose of our visit.For the first and only time I met a
really scornful Vietnamese official. He said, 'There is nothing worthwhile
that does not come out of China.All this Western stuff is rubbish. If I had
my way I would decapitate all westerners! My attempt to explain that the
Bible was not a western book but came from the east and alao was published
in China was to no avail. Che judge was adamant. Then Pham Thanh began.'Mr
judge I am not fit to attach 5 our sandals but..' Then he soared off into the
classical language, like a professor using latin. I got the gist of it but
not all the words by any means. How the atmosphere changed. The judge accepted
the bible with deep appreciation. Not only so he escorted us to the door
walking with us through the several courtyards.
I always worked with Vietnamese colleagues.In my own mind I thought
of the organ grinder with hie monkey, nicely dressed with cap and cup for
the collection. I was like that monkey ( or that monkey if you like). It
helped the national preacher to have his masionary along. My first trip
with
Vong began in his parsonage where he had served me tea and then
poured cold water in it. 'Mr Vong I don't like cold tea'. "Well I don't
like hot tea' We kept that up from that time on. I would preach ten or fiteen
minutes and then Vong would follow. He alway& took my outline and produced
a message that was out of tnis world. He lasted up to an hour and never lost
his audi ence. Those are the days I like to remember.
Another time when living in .>aigon Mrs Jeffrey and I were called
late at night to go to the hospital where a christian lady was in serioua
condition.
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Arriving at the hospital we were met by the young husband and three doctors.
His wife lay on the hospital bed and one doctor said,'She has just died.
There is no pulse.They all agreed.* The young man replied. 'That's all right.
My missionaries are here and she will not d; ie.' I went off to a corner to
caLl on the Lord. My wife evidently had more faith. We prayed and anointed
the lady. Within a few minutes she aat UP and lived many years longer.1 do
not attempt to explain many cases of healing I have seen but God does meet
the simple faith of earnest believers. He does work miracles.
To begin with we did not have Dr Donald McGavran's penetrating
studies on what is called 'the third stream of evangelism,Church Growth'.
But the principles of Church planting and Church growth were all in operation
in Viet Nam, as well as what is now described as crusade and ariliration evan
gelism. I believe we were alert to these principles. Again and again we were
able to advance because of group movements in Tribal areas and also in many
instances in Vietnamese situations.The Vietnamese church includes a large •
number of men, women and children who though suffering severe pe secution or
ostracism because of their faith in Christ,
persevered until they won
the family and neighbors.The real backbone of the church in Vietnam are these
who stood true and were determined to win those who opposed them. It was a
love determination. We did disagree with the policy often used of assisting
a village in law suits or other legal matters as a means of church growth,
in order to instruct the children.even though the parents might only be
nominal christians. At one poxn+ 1 /ailed by not keeping a complete detailed
record of each local church congregation; financial as well as
numerical. This would have provided important information in relation to
church growth. And it would have enabled us in some instances to deal earlier
with problems of location or assistance.
The Church has maintained its bible doctrinal position in relation
to national sects. One of the leaders of the Cao Dai movement was for a time
in contact with Rev J.D.Olsen as an enquirer' but he did not go on. When
Mr Olsen was killed in an accident this religious leader expressed his sympathy
in a telegran. In Cochin China a sect was founded by Mr Bo Dai and named 'The
Banana Coconut Society'. This group was vegetarian and the members used to
go into trances and speak in tongues.Mr Bo Dai and his groupof several
hundred sked to join the Church as believers in Christ. This did not work
out because Ong Bo Dai claimed to be a prophet of God quite apart from his
relationship with Christ.I £p*nt a long time trying to show him that God had
permitted his natural
gifts and leadership but that only in Christ
could he be used or God. He was a remarkable man but quite tied up to his
own claims. Many of his followers continued to read their bibles and sing
our hymns but still held to their own peculiar beliefs. One former colporteur
spent some time witnessing to these people.
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The l o n g drawn out war s i t u a t i o n i n V i e t Nam b r o u g h t e v a n g e l i s m into
s h a r p f o c u s . L i t e r a t u r e must be p r o v i d e d f o r s o l d i e r s , p r i s o n e r s , h o s p i t a l s ,
i n d u c t i o n c e n t e r s , r e f u g e e camps and new government s e t t l e m e n t s i n j u n g l e
a r e a s . Ruth Jeffrey was d e e p l y burdened t o meet t h e s e n e e d s w i t h f i n a n c i a l
a s s i s t a n c e , and p e r s o n a l i n v o l v e m e n t w i t h V i e t n a m e s e c o l l e a g u e s and G o s p e l
teams.This r e q u i r e d G o s p e l f i l m s , m e e t i n g s w h e r e v e r p o s s i b l e , book-rooms,
h o s p i t a l and p r i s o n v i s i t a t i o n and m i l i t a r y c h a p l a i n s . T h e r e were many o b s t a 
c l e s t o be o v e r c o m e . G a r t h Hunt and Jim L i v i n g s t o n j o i n e d i n t h i s v i t a l min
i s t r y and have b e e n f o l l o w e d by G l e n Johnson and B a r b a r a F e r g u s o n , as w e l l
a s o t i r e r s . U n t o l d t h o u s a n d s have been r e a c h e d with t h e G o s p e l message t h r o u g h
t h e s e c h a n n e l s . N o t h i n g c o u l d s t o p Ruth Jeffrey and o t h e r s i n t h e i r a t t e m p t s
to meet t h e n e e d s . My w i f e gave h e r s e l f to t h e u t m o s t and h a s g i v e n a b r i e f
a c c o u n t o f h e r l i f e and m i n i s t r y i n h e r t e s t i m o n y o f "Amazing G r a c e " .
I n 1929 Ed R o f f e a r r i v e d efrd we were ready t o f u l f i l l C o n f e r e n c e
appointment o f Ed t o n o r t h e r n L a o s which had been d e c i d e d af6er c o n s u l a t a t i o n
w i t h the P r e s b y t e r i a n K i s s i o n i n T h a i l a n d . I had the f i r s t model-A Ford in
V i e t Nam. I t was g i v e n by Mr Harvey o f t h e C h r i s t i e B i s c u i t Co when he saw
a p i c t u r e of me on a t r i b a l h o r s e w i t h f e e t d a n g l i n g n o t t o o f a r from t h e
g r o u n d . He knew t h a t the G o f o r t h ' s were to visit I n d o c h i n a and Mr Harvey d i d
n o t want Mrs G o f o r t h t o t r a v e l i n that manner. We l e f t t h e c a r a t Tha kek i n
c a r e o f a young American e n g i n e e r working w i t h a F r e n c h mining company.He
l e f t i t in t h e company garage but someone f o r g o t t o t u r n o f f t h e i g n i t i o n !
I d i s c o v e r e d this l a t e r .
T r a v e l up t h e Mekong by r i v e r s t e a m e r was w o n d e r f u l .

I had

t r a v e l l e d up river p r e v i o u s l y from Phnom Penh but now we were on our way
t o V i e n t i a n e where we woula s e c u r e h o r s e s f o r the r e s t o f t h e t r i p o v e r l a n d ,
much f a s t e r t h a n f o l l o w i n g t h e winding r i v e r . It a l w a y s was r e l a x i n g t o g e t
away f r o - t h e c i t y work t o t r a v e l i n t h e i n t e r i o r . G u r j o u r n e y n o r t h was u n 
e v e n t f u l but f u l l of i n t e r e s t and v a r i e t y . We f o l l o w e d t h f r o a d r i g h t o^ror
the mountains i n s t e a d o f g o i n g around t h e b a s e which would have been e a s i e r .
I wondered why so many v i l l a g e s were named ' T i n Tok* u n t i l Ed t c l d me y e a r s
l a t e r t h a t t h i s meant " F o o t o f t h e m o u n t a i n " . We had c a r r i e r s but u s u a l l y were
f a r ahead of them; most of the men were a d d i c t e d t o opium. I n f a c t i o n t h e r e t u r n
t r i p t h e y dumped my l u g g a g e on the t r a i l and went home. But i t was p a s s e d
on from v i l l a g e t o v i l l a g e , w i t h s i l v e r d o l l a r s i n one s m a l l c a s e , and I r e 
c e i v e d i t i n V i e n t a i n e w i t h e v e r y t h i n g i n t a c t and n o t a d o l l a r m i s s i n g . A t
n i g h t we sometimes s l e p t i n a B u d d h i s t temple compound. Ed was an e x p e r t a t
i m i t a t i n g a hen o r a r o o s t e r . He drew a crowd w i t h a l l p e r f o r m a n c e so we had
no d i f f i c u l t y s e c u r i n g our m e a l s . Mountain rice was a v a i l a b l e and khao niu f o r
the h o r s e s a s w e l l a s d e l i c i o u s m i l k from g r e e n c o c o n u t s . I l e f t Ed i n Luangprabang t o b e g i n a l o n g and g r e a t m i s s i o n a r y c a r e e r . He met i m p o r t a n t government
o f f i c i a l s a f t e r 1 had l e f t but soon came down w i t h a r e a l a t t a c k
°'^j£}-§r£)§-J
i n s p i t e o f our use o f q u i n i n e . Ed went on t o s e r v e as a d r a i n i s t r a t C T ^ ' t T s J c n f r
and t r a n s l a t o r d u r i n g his many terms on the f i e l d .
Word had come by t e l e g r a m that I must h u r r y back t o Cambodia,so in
s t e a d of f l o a t i n g down the Mekong t o V i e n t a i n e on a huge :
lumber r a f t ,
a s I had p l a n n e d , I r e t u r n e d t o t h e v i l l a g e where we had l e f t our h o r s e s . H o n e
was a v a i l a b l e b e c a u s e an e p i d e m i c had n e c e s s i a t e d t h e i r speedy e v a c u a t i o n . S o
e a r l y n e x t morning I s t a r t e d down the homeward t r a i l . T h e r e was a song i n my ,
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heart and I could shout to my heart B content. Monkeys were plentiful, there
were countless deer, email black bears and beautiful birds. By late afternoon
I cane to a rest house "gala" where a traveller could put up for the night
to shut him away from tigers. Nearby was a cool flowing stream where I en
joyed a refreshing dip.By this time the carriers had arrived and I sent them
on to the next vi.lage. I would take care of my meal and they would join me
early next morning . I was hungry! The aluminum chop box contained a loaf of
bread secured from a Chinese baker in L an£ Prabang, a box of cream of wheat
purchased in Ha I phong, cocoa and sweetened milk, it was the first time I had
seen.rream of wheo/f in fist am so I oought it on impulse. I kept dried raisins
in my nockets^to munch along the way.Even with a good fire it took longer to
boil water in the higher altitude. Opening the cream of wheat I found it crawl
ing with'vitaminB' bub it woula soon cook up. The loaf of bread waB complete
ly blue inside when I cut it, so it went into the bush. The sun had now set
and my lantern, was burning reside the fire. Suddenly I heard the sound of
horses coming up the trail and two Vietnaaese appeared. Instinctively I cried
out in Vietnamese, 'Hello, where can I get a horse?' The older of the two
seemed very tired but was courteous and informed ae that a day or two later
I would find a horse available.Then I invited the men to share my meal which
invitation they accepted.They tethered their horses ami sat down with me. I
gave the oluer man quinine and aspirin for his fever and we talked.The older
man wanted to know how it was that 1 a foreigner had invited them to eat to
gether, it was rather unusual. 'Weil, I'm a foreigner from America and not
from
Europe ana I'm not here in business or in government service."
u

In fact I am here with a message from heaven concerning God's heavenly trail
which He wants each of us to follow." I gave them some literature in their own
language and quoted John 14:
'Jesus said I am the way the truth and the
life' How come hqasked thst you know ourlanguage? Do you have a Vietnamese
wife? No I replied, my wife was born in China but her parents came from Canada
with the same Gospel m»^sage> Then the older chap very politely began to
quizz me on tne mealA*^. befire long I had a vague feeling that I waa on the
defensive.Don'f" you Westerners usually serve quaker oats in the morning? He
had never seen cream of wheat. "And coffee rather than cocoa'? 'Yes I replied
but 1 don't have any other menu up here.' With Borne hesitation but kindly
he said,'I deeply apnreciate your invitation and your sharing with us and I
want you to
accept my invitation to dinner tonight". I just knew I had to
say yes and Psalm ?3 came to my mind immediately, 'a table in the wilderness'
But where was tne food? I had horse meat in France but not here'they needed
the horses.So we kept on talking and I took the 'vitamins' off the fire never
to be seen again.
f
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It was now dark ana we continued auT conversation
the Li^ht of the
fire and lantern. Then a file^-f ^ t r i b e s m g n case_.uc the trail, each man
carrying a lighted torch a ^ K a large basket » ..ar„ loops
each man's
back.The baskets were dept^it^d, the carriers
w
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It now was dark ana we continued our conversation in the light of the
fire ana l a n ^ r ^ Then a file of Kha tribesman came silently up the trail,
each man
a lighted torch and a large basxeo with arm loops, Barrlsd
on the back. The oaakete were set down, the carriere began animated conver-

sation as they went off to prepare their own food from segments of bamboo
which they also carried. Then the two Vietnamese went into action and what
a feast was s et before me! It was comparable to the best hotel meal in Saigon.
White tablecloth,napkins,cutlery, hors d'oeuvre,omelet,beef steak, crisp
French bread, butter, French fries, steaming hot coffee and a delicious
dessert—and Even water instead of from the stream.I did not need the wine.
Following custom, I love French hospitality, I was the guest of a Fremch min
ing engineer via his cook. No wonder I had been wondering! Early next morn
ing before daybreak we were on our ways. The torchlight parade was on its
way north to find the engineer. I waved good-bye aokd told them to try to
find Mr Hoffe but above *to find and follow Him who says, 'lam the Way..'
oi

I arrived in Vientiane after other interesting experiences including
an early breakfast at a French plantation where the hominy was delicious.
On the staa& launch from Vietntiane to Thakek malaria caught up with me and
a kind Roman Catholic priest insisted that I take his bunk while he slept
on the floor«, Io iifce lower bunk beneath me was the mother of a French doctor
ana when I Wa^bNSrning ana shivering during r.he night I decided to get some
water. Fearing 1 might step on the lady I jumped and landed right on the
priest! What a predicament but he really was a good man or else I complete
ly knocked the wind out of him. Later they all treated me as one of the group,
the only Protestant among them, and I shall always remeber thoir hospitality.
At Thakek it took most of the village to push tho Ford until it started.
Still feverish I drove south to Savannakhet over a road that was no more
than a trail. I had wired for Herman Hazlett to come up from Tourane to meet
me
which was a great help. After a series of injections I have never had
a return of malaria.

French Officials.
Working in French Indo-China under French Colonial and Protectorate
rule we were, as a matter of conscience, entirely non-political. On our part
there certainly was no colonial identity,even though we were completely loy
al to our non-political identity. Nor did any individual missionary paternal
ism ( or maternalism) ever hinder the national church and mission development
of national missionaries. I do rejoice that we did not fall into those pit
falls which national leaders have observed elsewhere.
French officials on the upper level were of a very high caliber. I
believe they were.personally respected by the Vietnamese leaders even when
totally opuosecras enemies of Vietnamese nationalism. Undoubtedly we mission
aries were viewed with suspicion by the French and our dossiers were oulky.
It required years of patient and persistent christian conduct to win our way.
I never relied on American or British influence. We were solely under local
administration. In fact one American official remarked that we could secure
an interview with the Governor General much faster than he. There were times
when we were under attacK by politicians and in newspaper artiales.And once
in a while I was deeply ashamed of minor French officials but never in 48
years did I ever come up against what one writer describes as " bitter antag
onism against the Alliance and National Church", at least on che nart of
higher officials. That at least is the way I found it.

Only once did I meet with strong opposition and that was on the
part of a French Protestant official. Mr Irwin had gone on furlough and I
was paying an official visit to the Resident at Faifoo ( Hoi An). I did not
know it at the tine, otherwise I would have begun with an apology, but it
seems the Resident had been stopped rather abruptly by an elderly American
wearing army fatigues, who requested a ride. The American was a retired U.S.
army chaplain:
. . who nad accompanied his wife a well known
botanist as she collected specimens. They were staying with us in Tourane.
So for the first time I was confronted by an angry Resident who immediately
ordered me to stop all activity in his territory where we had several church
es. His position was a legal one. I pointed out that the Resident Suoerieur
in hue was fully aware of the situation and a proved o*" the way we were con
ducting our work.'That makes no difference' he replied. 'I say no and I
will have you arrested if .you continue ".So, somewhat t'isa; pointed I returned
to Tourane. Next day,.just to keep thing* in line, 1 returned to the district
and oallea at the churches but did not conduct any meetings nor did I enter
the tribal area. No one stopped me. 3ut a French scientist on an official
trip from France, a friend of ours who later was killed at Dien Bien Phu,
did go into the tribal area and he was arrested. I don't know what happened
but the Resident was soon recalled to France and I have always felt sorry
for him.
One day Monsieur Le Fol then Resident 3uperieur at Hue, requested
that I call to see aim. He had a wonderful collection of stuffed birds and
was a well informed ornothologist. For a time we talked and I admired his
colledion. Then Mr Le Fol came to the point and informed me that he had re
ceived new and strict regulations concerning our work in the area around Hue.
This was ostensibly on orders from the Vietnamese secret service. We were
being linked with another group considered to be subversioe. This was not
good news and saemd to bring us to a standstill. Finally Mr Le Fol said,
'Is that clear?'
'Yes indeed' I replied. 'Now please cell me how I am to
get around it?' With a twinkle he warned me that any violation brought to
his attention would result in Bwift punitive action on his part. But he also
shouMme how, if I were really careful, we might continue on a basis of
mutwal unaerstanding.
In dealing with the highest authorities, French or Vietnamese, we
never wrote letters requesting authorisation unless we had met with that of
ficial in a personal interview. A written refusal on file might block
projects for many years. And usually when I was assured by a French official
that a written application would receive a favorable reply, I quickly made
notes of what that official suggested as to the proper wording. In this con
nection Governor General Pierre Pasquier, a specialist in education, treated
iae like a son. Hit death in a plane cra3h in France was tragic and a great
loss.
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In Hanoi, visiting the Resident Superieur, Monsieur Robin, I was
received with coolneea. Monsieur Robin gave the appearance of being a mili
tary officer. It was clear tc me tnat he must have received word from the
Surete that Mr Caawan was suspectea of being in contact with Vietnamese revol
utionary leauers, including Ho chi Minn. I assured the Resident Superieur
that any contacts Mr Caaman ^ight^have woula be spiritual and non-political.
Here was I facing a ster
who was seated behind a huge French
desk.Complete silence on his part did not help my French pronunciation.I
do b^tt^r In Frennh when stirred up, not when on the defensive.So I left
hoping for better days in the future.
next tiir.e it was different
I took Mr Cad man with ne.
French friends lad told ue that Monsieur Robin was in line to be the next
Governor General. So I began by extending sincere congratulations and we
yere elf tc a gcod start. Later when our Conference sent the usual telegrams
of greetings, the reply from Monsieur Robin was as cordial and longer than
any we ever received.
Expansion.
Very early in the program of Church Growth came the printing and nee of
a catechism. This was a translation of What already hai been used in China.
1*0 r a time there was undue delay in baptizing converts until they had master
ed the catechism and proved themselves to be true believers. No christian
could parake of the Lord's supper until he was bao-Mzed. Then tho Bible Magazine
was nublished in line with what Mr Jaifray was doing in South China but Mr
Cadman wai.ted it to be more for popular reading than that in South China.
Pwemission for this magazine was refused at first by the French authorities
but finally in
I received permission. Enlarged and improved it is now
tfce official church puolication. Other publications like Rang Dong (The Dawn'
are also a means of growth. Then came the matter of a church constitution.
The immediate need foe a Church constitution was Suggested by the
Foreign Depattment of our Society and also was recognized on the field. Dr.
A.C.Snead on behalf of the oaspgrtagnt surged that the autonomy of the locn.1
church should be basic. Our Vietnamese leaders had no immediate definite sug
gestions to offer so I took the constitution of the Presbyterian Church and
our own Alliance constitution as a basis and adapted it to local, district
and national church requirements in Viet Haa. This was in English which 1
turned over to Mr Olsen who with Vietnamese made a Vietnamese draft. Ihis was
sent to every missionary and Vietnamese worker and finally to the Foreign
Department an.) national churcn committee. It was approved finally by the
General Council of the Vietnamese Cnurch.
Due to the fact that considerable detail was added to the original
draft, some of it really by-laws .there was strong opposition from some of the
rciS3ionaries. There were attempts to mis-use this document but gradually a
proper oalance prevailed. Later when an attempt wqs made by a small dissident
group to take over the Church and imprison its leaders, the constitution was
a bulwark to prevent the attempt.False charges were aarried even to tne court
but were completely disproved.Some have maintained that * Constitution is a
hindrance to spiritual development but like any form of law the frouble lies.

with the flesh rather than, .the regulations.The Church soraetimee has paid
too much attention to the 'letter*. Nevertheless it has surmounted serious
dangers of lawlessness. The Constitution was and is helpful in furthering
self-support and self-government. Only those churches that are completely
self-smporting are entitled to all the privilges of the National Church.
An attempt was maae to abolish the present constitution and to sub
stitute another in its >lace. It was suggested that instead of the local
church bei.-.fc basic, everything s.-.ould work from the top down. This would al
low for one leader with assistants having everything under their control.
This seemd to be an attempt to introduce 'big government' and it was oresented very persuasively. Ihe Vietnamese National Church Council has thus far stood
strongly in favour of the democratic procedure in spice of pressure in favour
of mori centralisation.'he latest draft for revision of the constitution
includes a committees to supervize and to criticize.
L

In his valuable and revealing
* History of the Evangelical
Church in Vietnam (1911-1965) Dr Le hoang Phu makes the following comment,,
on the constitution.( His viewpoint concerning the constitution is very good
but he v;as puzzled by one item) — 'In one curious reference, the constitution
committee, obviously under the influence of some slavery conscious American
missionaries, added slavery...this reference had little meaning in the Viet
namese society where slavery was practically nonexistent". When 1 first read
Dr Phu's comment I also wondered but later it came back to me vividly that
I had asked Olsen why such a reference was there.01sen informed me that it
originated with one of the Vietnamese who strongly insisted that often when
children were 'adopted' by payment to the parents or by taking care of the
child that it meant slavery for that child.Personally I agree with Dr Phu
that the dang r as far as I could see was 'practicably non-existent' but
evidently there must havo been an instance which influenced the one who wanted
slavery in tho constitution.
'Joyond "nrtyrdon*
Many Vietnamese C h r i s t i a n a and pasAora laid down their lives for Christ during
the fighting between the French and the Viet Minh and later between the foreee c f \
th: aearfh and south, none of theoo was engaged in military or political activity.
Although iatar,christians In the arraed for*es were to suffer deqt&* ? issioiarics
also w«rc in places of danger, particularly in the highlands* And when they too
lisaft colled to sacrifice their lives,fcfcftfwere ready even though doath came sud
denly and unexpectedly* Those of us who shared years of fellowship with our Jkm-aethuot colleagues and others hsve unforgetable memories of wonderful,down-toeartn friends, triumphant in life and in death* James C.IJefly writes in Christian
ity '/"oday-'.oeyoad Itortyrdom*,
;

