
Breaking D o w n Barriers 
About three years ago, when we visited the f i rst 

Kouy Antra tribe's vil lage, we felt a strangeness of 
attitude toward u s . T h e children would run away from 
us and the women would slay their distance' W e 
prayed that the Lord would help us to be able to 
reach the hearts of these people. The Lord directing 
us, we found the f i rst barr ier breaking down 
by handing out a few simple medicines. W e were 
able to learn a few phrases in their dialect, and by 
this means the wal ls were beginning to crumble. W e 
decided that going to their village for a short whi le 
dur ing the day wos not enough, but that we must 
go and stay all night. An elderly Cambodian Chris-
Han lady and I decided to do just that, and at their 
request, drove r ight into their vil lage, had an 
evening service, and then slept in the car. W e were 
now their fr iends and just two months ago the f i rst 
two Kouy Antra tr ibesmen proyed for salvation. 
Ha l le lu jah! Last Fr iday, as we walked through the 
vil lage, one of the people there remarked, " W h e n 
you f i rst came here the children were afraid of 
you, but now they follow you all over." The fa
ther- in- law of the f i rs t Kouy who prayed was a 
former chief and seemingly opposed to the Gospel , 
bul when I offered to leave a phonograph and 
Gospel records in their home while we were on 
fur lough , he received us with joy. The lost barr ier 
is their rel igion, but God is oble even for th is , i f 
you pray. Paula Doty A Cham f o r P o r t r a i t S tudy 



Cambodia in the "Valley of Decision" 
Buddhism has controlled the destiny of mil l ions of 

souls down through the centuries. T rad i t ion and 
custom perpetuated generation after generation 
have established a l ife pattern that has not altered 
appreciably for centuries. Buddhism is intrinsically 
an ethical system rather than a re l ig ion, and basical
ly does not claim allegiance to any god. T h i s system 
of belief regulates the lives of the vast majority of 
Cambodians. It has created a barr ier , permitt ing 
very l itt le o f the light of the Gospel to penetrate the 
souls o f men bound by superst i t ion and ignorance. 

T o the casual observer, there seems litt le l ikl ihood 
o f deviation from estabished ancestral customs. 
However, there are those who are aware that un
derneath this superf icial structure rumblings can be 
heard that could indicate a rel igious and social 
upheaval. I do not believe that this is mere wishful 
th inking. Cambodia recently won her independence. 
W e s t e r n material ism is a tremendous force that can
not be l ightly dismissed. The people are already 
feeling the current of competition and are making 
ef forts to meet the challenge in every field. The need 
for education has f i red the ambition of youth, and 
the clamor for higher education con be heard from 
every corner of the land. Nat ional pride inspires 
them to compete wi th their neighbors in the fields 
o f government, science, and rel igion. W o m a n suf
frage is an issue that has already been surmounted. 
W h a t effect wi l l all of these changes have on the 
notional l i fe o f the people? Is Buddhism, as practised 
in Cambodia today, compatible with the trends of 
world progress? For the answer, one must turn to 
the Cambodian student. H is speech will not neces 
sarily betray his inner conflict. He insists that he is 
loyal to his fathers ' re l ig ion, and enters into the 
rel igious ceremonies wholeheartedly. T o many, to 
deny Buddhism is to deny one's cit izenship. Outward 
ly, Buddhism seems stronger than ever, but the 
strength of Buddhism l ies in its ability to attract 
young men to the priesthood. It is here that the 
structure seems to be weakening for among students 
and intellectuals few show any interest in entering 
the priesthood. 

The developments of the next few years wi i l create 
a vacuum in many lives. T h i s vacuum must be f i l led. 
Already the forces of Communism are preparing to 
meet this challenge. Its voice is being heard making 
enticing of fers . Thousands o f Cambodia are standing 
in the "Val ley o f Decis ion". Can the Church make 
its voice heard above these other tempting o f f e r s ? 
Two diametrically opposed forces are bidding f o r 
the youth of Cambodia; Communism on the one 
hand; the Voice o f Christ on the other. Can we as 
Chr ist ians amplify H i s voice above the din o f false 
Communist propaganda? Haro ld Sechrist 

ADDING T O T H E CHURCH 
T w o years ago six young people met wi th Ruth 

and me in a little country chapel in Krat ie Province 
to formally organize their Young People's Society. 
Four of the six could hardly read or wri te and all 
were very weak Chr is t ians. Today there are sixteen 
bom again, l ive-wire young people in this society 
which regularly has twenty to twenty-f ive in at
tendance, even at Wednesday night prayer meeting. 
W e do praise the Lord for the six young people 
who have just recently been converted and we 
solicit your prayers for them as well as for the many 
others who have stated thot they, too, wish to 
"enter Jesus" . May God grant that all shall know 
the true meaning of being " i n " Jesus Christ . 

I think the turning point came about when Yon, 
the son of our houseboy, went to Youth Conference 
at Ta Khmau for three weeks. There he was solidly 
converted and, upon his return home to Krat ie he 
began to witness to his teen-age companions. At 
f i r s t , meeting only ridicule, he found it hard going, 
but gradually, after almost a year of f ru i t lessness, 
some of these young people began to come along 
with Yon to young people's meetings. Last year 
several of these unsaved boys accompanied Yon to 
Youth Conference and, although they did not be
come Chr ist ians then, they certainly learned the way 
of salvation. Praise God, this has borne f ru i t , for 
not only have they become Chr is t ians but they have 
interested a host o f others, both gi r ls and boys, who 
regularly attend all o f the church services, including 
prayer meetings. (Con't. next page under cut) 

NEW RESPONSIBILITY 
T o understand a great new burden and challenge 

that has fal len on us for the evangelization of the 
Phnong tr ibes o f East Cambodia, we shall have to 
begin by explaining some recent events that have 
made a radical change in this part of S . E. As ia . The 
change is such that we have to extend the borders, 
areas and peoples o f our mission responsibi l i ty . 
Previously all the tr ibes work of Vietnam and Cam
bodia was under the Tr ibes of Vietnam Mission. 
W i t h the establishing of Cambodio os an inde
pendent country and the resultant strict border 
control, the vast t r iba l areas of Cambodia were 
made inaccessable to the inhabitants of Vietnam, 
and now at least th i r ty - eight thousand Phnong 
tr ibesmen, without one Chr ist ian among them, have 
become our responsibi l i ty. A month ago I went on 
an observation t r ip wi th Rev. & M r s . Thompson to 
get an idea of our responsibi l i ty to these people. 
The eight day t r ip took us through mountains, jungle 
and plateau, into places where few white men had 
been and where the inhabitants had never seen a 



Many other people have been reached through 
these young people. T h e i r f r iends and neighbors, 
seeing them ride our pickup truck, often twenty 
s t rong, to meeting, hove begun to wonder what this 
is all about. Some famil ies are in violent opposi t ion, 
others are fr iendly and hove invited us to come ta 
their communities to preach, explaining the Gospel 
through film str ips and sermons. W e most certainly 

want to do just that. 
W e have been tra ining these young people in 

evangelism and witnessing. They accompany the 
national worker and myself to other vil lages Sunday 
af ternoons, d is t r ibut ing l i terature and helping wi th 
the services. Proy for these young people as they 
seek to serve their Moster here In Cambodia in this 
way. Ed Thompson 

IN CAMBODIA 
white woman. The Phnong peoples are a nomadic 
tr ibe, cutting clearings in the jungle to plant their 
rice and corn. A f te r several p lant ings, the ground 
loses i ts strength and they pass on to another area. 
W e found a new village where they were in the 
process o f clearing a new jungle garden. They were 
cutting down tremendous hardhood trees of the 
virgin forest . As the great trees fell you could hear 
the boom and the crash echo far and wide through 
the forest. The brush and fal len trees, o f great value 
in fa r away markets, would be burned and the 
ceaseless struggle for food and existence would 
continue. 

In the light of evening campfire and a carbide 
lamp, the Phnong, wi th their shining copper skin, 
would listen to the story so new and strange to 
them. They never had heard o f One T r u e God who 
created the world and who had a Son who came to 
love and save the Phnong people. They l istened to 
the messages with rapt attention, rarely taking their 
eyes o f f o f the charts that we used. Af ter having 

heard the explanat ions, they sa id , " W e are a very 
ignorant people. W e have never heard about the 
God o f the Cambodians or the God o f your people. 
All we know is what our ancestors have taught us 
about fearing the evil forces in the jungle. W e like 
what you have to tell us. But we can't believe unless 
you give us a teacher. You must send someone to 
to tell us how to believe and how to l ive." W h a t a 
challenge at our very door! ! W h o m are we going to 
send to these people? Pray ye the Lord of the Har 
vest that He wi l l send for th laborers. T h e harvest is 
ready. W h o wil l go? Pray l Phnong country is rugged 
and it wil l take an experienced, able person to 
endure i ts r igors . The government has given us a 
temporary land grant to build a grass shack in a 
main center among the t r ibes called O'Raang. It is 
at th is point that we must begin the evangelization 
of the Phnong peoples who hove become our 
responsibi l i ty. There are many adversaries. P roy ! 
May we soon see the church o f Jesus Christ planted 
in the jungles of Cambodia. Harry Tay lor 



DISTRICT CONFERENCES 
Though the Bottombang Conference this year was 

less well attended than last year it was character
ized by o greater feeling of responsibi l i ty , determin
at ion, and joy in Ihe Lord 's work. 

About forty delegates came in from country 
churches. The Christ ians rejoiced as they gave half 
as much again as was necessary to meet expenses. 
For the first time in years there is money in the 
district treasury. Rev. Harry Taylor was the special 
speaker, and he and Mrs. Taylor rendered many 
musical numbers, both vocal and instrumental . There 
was a seriousness of purpose in the business ses
sions as Ihe Chr ist ians established a f i rmer order of 
discipline. N o one is to take communion, vote, hold 
office, or speak in church unless his l ife measures 
up to the standards of consecrated Chr ist ian l iving. 

The new district committee was made responsible 
to see that the church is pure ond working for the 
Lord. These men are applying conference decisions 
in their communitites wi th a wholesome effect. 

The baptismal service was the conference h igh
light. As the Christ ians sang " O Happy Day" six 
were bapt ized, including a promising young man 
whom the Lord has called to go to Bible School. 

The Moung Church wi thdrew from the distr ict 
circuit and called a pastor o f its own. Pray for this 
group and its pastor, Rev. Chau /och, as they take 
• h i : :?*p (>f *nlth T h o C h o f o H n Swa Church, also in 
the district circuit, is larger, ond should hove its own 
pastor. Pray that they, too, might step out in faith 
and see the Lord 's blessing. Paul El l ison 

Upon our return from fur lough we were privileged 
to attend the Stem Reap Distr ict Conference. Mr . 
Bun and Mr. U l , two Bible School students, who have 
been taking t u r n s pastor ing the flock, accompanied 
us to the conference, and Rev. Joe Doty, who has 
been overseeing the Distr ict , joined us. One of the 
highl ights of the t r ip wos visi t ing with Christ ians in 
their homes, enroute to Kontraeng, where the meet
ings were held. A memorable visit was to a new 
vil lage cal led"Elephant Cross ing" , in Kompong Thorn 
Province. Our former servant moved lo this locality 
a year ago. He and his wi fe have fai thful ly wit
nessed from house to house, and the result ol their 
fai thful lives and testimonies is that five persons 
have ocknowleged their sin and turned from hea
thenism to Christ . 

Services were help in Kontaeng Friday through 
Sunday, ond we all hod very blessed fel lowship 
together as we witnessed to many curious neighbors 
who came to Ihe chapel. Long into the night the 
Christ ians sat around l itt le kerosene lamps tell ing 
each other whpt God had done for them. The spiri t 
of the conference was one o f joy, peace, and a bond 
of kinship with the Lord and one another in Christ. 

O U T OF T H E PIT 
Here is the testimony of God's saving power os 

told me by the father of Hun, a nine year old wi th 
an open smiling face. 

Hun attends Sunday School and children's meet
ings wi th his brothers and sisters . On his father 's 
property is a well about twenty feet deep, wi th 
water about seven feet deep dur ing the dry season 
All around its mouth is sl ippery clay soi l , for neigh
bors use the well , too, and the ground is always wet. 

Hun was drawing water for his mother's garden 
and unseen, he slipped and fell in . Down, down he 
went to the bottom. S w i m ? No, he can't. But for tu 
nately he wasn't hurt and he quickly rose to the 
surface. U n a f r a i d , he was calm as, with his feel on 
one side of Ihe well , and his hands on the other 
and facing downward he walked himself up to 
the top. Reaching the top, he called, "Mother l O, 
Mother l Mother ! O, Mother !" Real iz ing that h is 
voice came from the well she got a bamboo pole and 
held it out to him and he grabbed it and was pulled 
out. His face was a joy to behold as he stood again 
on solid ground, soaking wet, but so thankful in his 
l i t t le heart that God had saved him from drowning, 
while his sweet smil ing mother praised the Lord . 

He not only saved Hun from s in , but from drowning 
also. Do you know the joy of salvation from sin 
through the Lord Jesus Chr is t? He Is all in all . He 
has said we must become as l i t t le children in order 
to be saved, having Ihe same ch i ld l i ke faith in Him. 
Children are so easy to lead to the Lord. 

Esther Hammond 

In direct contrast was a party going on in a neigh
bor ing house with gambling, h i lar i ty , and drunken
ness throughout the night - D A R K N E S S B E C A U S E 
O F S I N . 

As we returned home Sunday, weary but happy, 
our hearts turned from Inexpressible joy to sadness 
rea l iz ing the need of darkened hearts oi l around 
us. T h i s darkness was vividly manifest through a 
scene we witnessed by the roadside. W e saw an 
elderly woman invoking evil sp i r i ts to control her 
l ife and body to appease these sp i r i ts , because 
someone in her family was i l l . It was eer iel Such 
darkness! Such false hopes) Such ignorance! all 
because "the god of this world has blinded their 
understanding." 

W i l l you not pray for the Christ ians without a 
shepherd? They are not ashamed of the Gospel of 
Chr ist , and have suffered much persecution gladly 
for the sake of the Gospel , and have the joy of the 
Lord abounding in their lives. Pray that they may by 
kept by the power o f God and continue to be shining 
witnesses to those around them who know not Christ 
as their Saviour. 

Edythe Dunning 



A MISSIONARY MEDITAT ION 
David said, " T h e kings of eor lh set themselves, 

and the rulers take counsel together against the Lord 
and against his anointed." Under the guise of 
par t r iot ism, Cambodia's Nat ional Anthem is an open 
dethroning o f the L o r d . It is a mandate o f t rust in 
human monarchy, fate and Buddhism. The three 
stanzes read: 

Heaven protects our king 
And gives him happiness and glory; 
To reign over our souls and our destines. 
The one being, heir of the Sovereign Constructor, 
Guiding the proud old kingdom. 

Temples are asleep in the forest 
Remembering the splendor of the great kingdom. 
Like a rock the Khmer race is eternal . 
Let us trust in the fate o f Cambodia, 
The empire which challenges the ages. 

Songs rise up from the pagodas, 
To the glory o f holy Buddhistic fa i th; 
Let us be fai thful to our ancestors' belief. 
Thus heaven wi l l lavish its bounty 
Towards the ancient Khmer country, the great 

kingdom. 

And this is only a reflection of the gross rejection 
of the Son of God everywhere in Cambodia. But 

over against man's plott ings is heard the t r iumphant 
heavenly chorus saying, " T h e kingdom of the wor ld 
is become the kingdom of our Lord and o f his Christ: 
and He shall reign for ever and ever." 

C l i f f Westergren 

Cl i f f adds this comment: " W h e n I f i r s t found that 
Cambodia had a national anthem I made a special 
e f for t to get the words and their Engl ish equivalent. 
The resultant in format ion left me heart broken as it 
reflects how deeply pagan philosophy has gripped 
every phase o f Cambodian life. At that hour of 
reflection the Lord gave the verse which fol lows the 
anthem. Hal le lu jah." 

COMING AND G O I N G 
Rev. and Mrs . D. W . El l ison are enroute to Cam

bodia after fur lough, and should arrive early in May. 
W e welcome them back to the f ield. Four couples, 
Rev. & Mrs . A. L. Hammond, Rev. & Mrs . H. K. Sechrist , 
Rev. & Mrs . J . E. Doty, and Rev. & M r s . M. B. Steiner , 
are booked to leave for fur lough before the end of 
July. Moy God hasten them back to the field. 

M r s . George Sprunger , M r s . Ste iner 's mother, is 
accompanying the El l isons to the f ie ld , and wil l 
return to the States with the S le lners . W e welcome 
her to our midst. 


