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"Launch out into the deep, 
Oh, let the shoreline go; 
Launch out, launch out in the ocean divine, 
Out where the full tides flow," 

— A. B. Simpson 

The challenge of the chorus to "Launch Out" has again resounded over the barren 
hills of Camp Pendleton as another 21 Vietnamese followed their Lord's example 
in baptism. What a joy it has been to hear the congregation sing these words 
as the new believers rise from the water! And what a remarkable summary is 
provided in the chorus's words concerning what OPERATION HEARTBEAT has meant 
throughout The Christian and Missionary Alliance. 

At Fort Chaffee during the past week HEARTBEAT supplemented the normal spiritual 
ministry with the ministry of the "apostles of cheer," the Palermo brothers. 
This was the second campaign by Louis and Phil at Chaffee and hundreds thronged 
to their outdoor rallies and indoor meetings. Scares of refugees were moved to 
acknowledging and accepting their Lord and Savior. Louis and Phil departed on 
August 12, planning to visit the new Vietnamese Alliance Church in Lincoln, 
Nebraska, and open to the Spirit's leading to consider ministering to Cambodians 
(and Vietnamese) at Camp Pendleton. 

We ought to all listen to what the Spirit is urging: "I look out over a sea of 
hurt, dead, hopeless faces with the saddest eyes. As they listen to the Good 
News, to the message of hope, the expressions visibly change -- from hopeless
ness to real interest, to a glimmer of hope, then the dawning of truth as I see 
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heads begin to nod. And when they knock on ray door to, as they say it, 'enter 
Into Christ" or 'offer myself for Christ,' beautiful, bright smiles and beaming 
eyes break forth after they pray. Often I can hardly keep the tears back as I 
listen to their prayers, promising to trust, obey and follow Christ, and thank
ing Him for bringing them here and giving them peace." These are the thoughts 
of Rose Ellen Chancey (see narratives of June 16 and July 24) and she was speak
ing of the over three thousand forgotten and neglected refugees from Cambodia. 
The thoughts are applicable, however, to all of those to whom HEARTBEAT ministers. 
I believe that every Cambodian at Camp Pendleton could be reconciled to his Cre
ator, for that is the will of God. I believe that every Cambodian soul at Camp 
Pendleton will be won when the irresistible Spirit of God moves again through our 
Alliance hearts, homes and churches as He already has done so frequently since 
April, and as this moving is reflected in Alliance sponsorships for the Cam
bodians. 

Another great milestone occurred as the Vietnamese Conference met at Hyack. 
Love among the brethren was manifest In the ministries of Rev. Le van Thai, 
retired former President of the Evangelical Church of Viet Nam, Dr. Nathan 
Bailey, Dr. Keith Bailey and others. Thirty-six refugee pastors, workers and 
ministerial students who were in the United States studying under HOI TEN LAM 
when their nation was destroyed attended the conference. Certainly a high 
point in church history was reached as the Vietnamese "fruit" of The CMA "body" 
placed a floral display on Dr. A. B. Simpson's burial marker and conducted a 
service of thanksgiving at the site. Such has never occurred in the long CMA 
history. However, in all of North American church history there has never oc
curred the phenomenon of an immediately organized and functioning transplanted 
ethnic church, with congregations completely across a major continent, served 
by a functioning, professionally trained clergy and a competent oversight 
organization. Many of us look at this and are tended to marvel, "What God 
hath wrought in just ninety-three days!" But it is more wonderful than our 
first impressions fully perceive, because it is in truth something that God 
set in motion before the beginning of time, something that He later revealed 
to us in the words of His Son as recorded in Matthew 24:14 and 28:18-20, and 
finally something that He actually moved to completion when He found the right 
men Jaffray and Simpson — and organization — The CMA — in 1912. Sixty-
five years of dedicated pioneer missionary service and faithful and sanctified 
home support brought us to these great days. These events are no accident in 
God's eternal ordering. 

Elsewhere during the current period, HEARTBEAT sponsorship ministries ceased 
at Indiantown Gap, Pennsylvania, and Eglin AFB, Florida. Spiritual ministries 
will continue at these two camps until they are closed — Rev. Franklin Irwin 
at Indiantown until about November 30 and Rev. Leroy Josephsen at Eglin until 
about September 1. The Revelles (Jack and Evelyn), themselves refugees from 
Viet Nam, will be "starting again" at Nyack in early September. Another 
refugee team, the Irwins -- George, Harriet and Marilyn — will be ministering 
in the Southeastern District until about September 1. After that date Rev, 
Irwin will probably be assisting Rev. Drummond at Chaffee and Marilyn assist
ing in the Montreal HEARTBEAT ministries. Rev. Dave Beack and his wife, 
Valerie, will be leaving Chaffee on September 1 for missionary tour (and 
parenthood). They have been a blessing at Chaffee for the past month. 

Across the continent and as of August 13, We had located 1,574 Vietnamese and 
their family members who professed to be former members of HOI THANH TIN LANH. 
Through the same date we had located 20 Cambodians who were members of MISSION 
EVANGELIQUE. There had been 1,647 Vietnamese conversions -- 2,447 adding in 
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the reported Guam conversions and 667 baptisms. Among the Cambodians there 
had been 242 conversions and 56 baptisms. In addition, the CMA had assisted 
another 3,424 non-Alliance refugees in their processing. 

During this period HEARTBEAT Fund receipts reached $430,785.89. The inter
national scope of HEARTBEAT was illustrated in the receipt of offerings from 
West Kalimantan and from Alianza en Marcha, Call, Colombia. These two gifts, 
however, do much more than simply demonstrate an "international scope." The 
Immanuel Bible School, for example, is not large -- some seventy students — 
the population is primitive, the economy is barter-based, hard livings are 
scratched out from wild rubber trees. Averaging Indonesia as a whole indi
cates a per capita income of only $80. West Kalimantan is much, much poorer, 
yet a gift of $31 was received. What a wonderful concern for one another! 

Concluding this report are three stories; 

Story #1 (in the young wife's words): "We wanted so desperately to sponsor 
some refugees. Finally, we took two young men ourselves. I was so worried. 
You know how prices are. But God has wonderfully provided. I had been try
ing for months to get our grocery budget to under $40. Taking the two Viet
namese caused me to reflect: two more mouths to feed; I'll never get the 
bill down now! And do you know that the first week I spent $36 and the next 
week $39. The Lord did it!" 

(I would like to say thank you to Rev, and Mrs. Edward Wible of 
Coopersburg, Pa.) 

story #2; For a month headquarters officers and others have received pleas 
from Vietnamese and Cambodian refugees and some Chinese refugees who were 
former citizens of these two nations. These unfortunates were stranded in 
Hong Kong, Korea and Thailand. To secure their entry into the U. S. or 
Canada is not an easy matter. Local CMA officers (Mr. Andy Bishop and Rev. 
Cliff Westergren) and a WEC missionary, Rev. Flitcroft, have all lent local 
ministry. I have been attempting to obtain special paroles from the U. S. 
Government. Rev. Paul Edwardson was God's main provision for those stranded 
in Korea (see narratives of June 27 and July 24). In order to obtain a 
"Special Parole Authority" the specific sponsors and terms of support are 
required. With only ten days of freedom remaining for those stranded in 
Thailand, no sponsors were immediately available. Rev. Clark Gardner and 
the ever-responsive Western District had proven to be God's provision for 
the group in Hong Kong. One evening quite late I got a call from another 
one of God's choice servants in the HEARTBEAT ministries. He asked, "What 
Is needed for the Chinese in Thailand? Why can't we sponsor them?1' Within 
twenty-four hours they had sponsored them, on faith, and the complete petition 
for special parolees was on its way to Washington, Bangkok, Hong Kong and Seoul. 

(How would Rev. Ralph Shellrude know of our need? Principally 
because he, his superintendent and the Pacific Northwest churches 
have remained sensitive and interested. Other matters did not 
crowd out his sensitivity and interest nor cause them to be 
relegated to a lower priority.) 

Story #3: During the second week of June I was contacted by a pastor concern
ing sponsorship. The governor of his state was accepting 500 refugees for state 
placement and had announced that all refugees would be supported by state wel
fare. This pastor's church had very little money for refugees (I later learned 
that it w a 3 between $80 and $90), but with the governor's welfare policy they 
thought that they could do it. I explained that no TIN LANH could be placed on 



welfare. I explained the reasons which applied at that time (mid-June). I 
suggested that the pastor might choose to sponsor a family of new believers 
to whom the non-welfare ban did not then apply. But he wanted TIN LANH. A 
Week later I had the opportunity to meet personally with the pastor. We 
agonized and prayed together. I told him that I would continue praying for 
him, asking that the Spirit would burden others as he himself had already 
been burdened. (See Statement on Sponsorship, July 2 3 , "The Christian and 
Missionary Alliance's Experience in the Leading of the Holy Spirit in the 
Sponsorship of Refugees.") Weeks passed and I heard no more of the pastor 
and his church until last week when Rev. Shellrude called (see above story). 
He asked me, "Do you remember Rev. Daniel Smuland from Olympia? Well, his 
church is the one taking the Quach Vinh family group from Thailand." 

(I was once more literally struck dumb at what God had done. Mr. 
Vinh and his family had only ten more days "before being forced by 
the Thais to return to South Viet Nam. Rev. Smuland and the West-
side Alliance Church, Olympia, Washington, have probably saved 
their lives. I do not know in complete detail how this happened, 
but I fully comprehend the faith, Vr'.sion and obedience of a good 
man and a church in saving up their money for a refugee family. 
It makes me terribly humble when I consider the things that I have 
saved up for, and it should make all of our churches humble as we 
find that we need to reexamine our priorities. Thank you to Pastor 
Smuland.) 

"0h> let us launch out on this ocean so broad, 
Where floods of salvation e'er flow; 
Oh, let us be lost in the mercy of God, 
Till the depths of His fullness we know." 

LTD:dc 


