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Rev. & Mrs. D . I . Jeffrey 

Undying Vision 
A Sketch of the Life and Ministry of Rev. & Mrs. D . L Jeffrey 

b y Da le S. H e r e n d e e n 

* H o w c an w e go h o m e ? T h e r e ' s 
i A so m u c h m o r e to b e done !» 

T h u s s p o k e Mrs . R u t h Jeff rey to 
h e r h u s b a n d , Ivory , on t h e e v e of 
t h e i r d e p a r t u r e f rom Vie t N a m . 
T h e s t a t e m e n t w a s cha rac te r i s t i c . 
Ye t fa i l ing phys ica l s t r e n g t h de ­
finitely ind ica ted t h e t i m e f o r 
final fu r lough had come. F o r t y -
s even y e a r s of f rui t ful service , a n d 
t h e i r h e a r t s b u r n as deep ly for t he 
cause of Chr i s t t oday as in those 
e a r l y y e a r s w h e n the w o r k w a s 
j u s t beg inn ing . 

S u c h long y e a r s of se rv ice can ­
no t b e s u m m a r i z e d t h r o u g h b r i e f 
r ec i t a t ion of facts a n d figures. 
Miss ionary life is m u c h m o r e t h a n 
t h a t . T h o u g h filled w i t h t h e r o u t i n e 
a n d commonp lace , i t is cons tan t ly 
p e p p e r e d w i t h t h e u n u s u a l , t h e 
exc i t ing , t h e h u m o r o u s a n d t h e sad. 
T H E C A L L O F V I E T N A M s h a r e s 
w i t h i ts r e a d e r s a g lance , h o w e v e r 
brief, in to t h e life a n d m i n i s t r y of 
Mr . and Mrs . Dav id I v o r y Jeffrey, 
as w e , t he i r co l leagues , b i d f a re ­
w e l l t o t h i s r e m a r k a b l e couple . 
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Born in C h i n a : T h e fifth of a 
fami ly of e leven, R u t h Gofor th w a s 
b o r n in Changtefu , H o n a n , Ch ina 
on J a n u a r y 1st, 1898. J o n a t h a n a n d 
Rosa l ind Gofor th h a d a r r i v e d in 
Chefoo, N o r t h Ch ina in 1888, t h e 
first miss ionar ies sent to C h i n a b y 
t h e C a n a d i a n P r e s b y t e r i a n C h u r c h . 
S p e n d i n g the first e igh teen yea r s 
of h e r life in Ch ina R u t h b e c a m e 
i n t i m a t e l y fami l ia r w i t h t h e w a y s 
of t he Or ien t . S h e came to k n o w 
Chr i s t pe r sona l l y in Wales w h i l e 
h e r p a r e n t s w e r e t h e r e on fur­
lough . R e t u r n i n g l a t e r to C a n a d a 
she t ook h e r t r a i n i n g a t T o r o n t o 
Bib le College. T h e r u g g e d life of a 
m i s s i o n a r y left its s t a m p and R u t h 
Gofor th h a d no des i re to r e t u r n 
to Ch ina . Yet w h i l e a t t e n d i n g a n 
Al l iance Miss iona ry Conven t ion in 
T o r o n t o in 1917 she r e s p o n d e d to 
t h e s t i r r i ng message of Dr . W a l t e r 
M. T u r n b u l l and d e d i c a t e d h e r life 
to mis s iona ry serv ice . 

I v o r y Jeff rey w a s b o r n D e c e m b e r 
21, 1894 in T o r o n t o . Onta r io , Ca­
n a d a . H e comple t ed his Bib l ica l 
t r a i n i n g a t T o r o n t o B ib l e College 
in 1916. W h i l e s p e a k i n g a t a y o u t h 
r a l l y a t Dale P r e s b y t e r i a n C h u r c h 
w h e r e Dr . O s w a l d J . S m i t h t h e n 
se rved as ass i s tan t pas to r , he me t 
R u t h Gofor th . He p roposed t o 
R u t h in N o v e m b e r , 1918, a n d in 
D e c e m b e r sai led a lone to t he field 
of Viet N a m , F r e n c h Indoch ina , 
u n d e r t h e a p p o i n t m e n t of t h e 
C h r i s t i a n and Miss iona ry Al l i ance . 
A r r i v i n g a t H o n g K o n g in F e b ­
r u a r y , 1919, he w a s m e t b y Dr . 
R. A. Jaff ray, field s u p e r i n t e n d e n t , 
and t h e t w o t r ave l l ed on to H a i ­
phong , Vie t N a m . E n r o u t e Dr . 
Ja f f ray spoke m u c h of i nd igenous 
mis s iona ry me thods . Mr . Jeffrey 
i m m e d i a t e l y se t to w o r k to h e l p 
es tab l i sh a s t r o n g and se l f - suonor t -
ing V i e t n a m e s e c h u r c h . S t a t ioned 
first at. Hanoi , in 1921 h e m o v e d 
sou th to T o u r a n e to beg in a Bib le 
T r a i n i n g School for y o u n g Viet­
n a m e s e w h o m God h a d ca l led t o 
t h e min i s t ry . 

Marriage : R u t h Gofor th a r r i v e d 
a t T o u r a n e in S e p t e m b e r , 1920. 

S h e a n d M r . Jeff rey w e r e m a r r i e d 
on J u n e 28, 1921, j u s t be fo re t h e 
o p e n i n g of t h e first B ib l e School 
t e r m . T e n s t u d e n t s a n d t w o mis ­
s iona ry t e a c h e r s m e t for classes in 
w h a t had b e e n a ho r se s t a b l e — a 
h u m b l e b u t j oyous beg inn ing . T h e 
Jeffreys ass is ted t he D. F . I r w i n s 
in d is t r ic t min i s t ry , and Mr . I r w i n 
also t a u g h t in t h e school. 

R e t u r n i n g for t he i r second t e r m 
of se rv ice in 1926 t h e Jeffreys w e r e 
aga in s ta t ioned in T o u r a n e w h e r e 
t h e y con t inued to s e rve in t h e Bib le 
School and in t he d is t r ic t . L a t e r 
in t he t e r m t h e y m o v e d to H u e , 
anc ien t cap i ta l of t h e k ings . P r e a c h ­
ing se rv ices w e r e he ld n i g h t l y for 
t w e l v e m o n t h s and t h o u Eh the 
g r o u n d w a s exceed ing ly s tony , t he 
seed w a s s o w n in t he h e a r t s of 
m a n y . 

C h a i r m a n : T h e Jeffreys m o v e d 
sou th to t he Ci ty of Sa igon for 
t he i r t h i r d t e r m of se rv ice wh ich 
covered the y e a r s 1933 to 1938. 
H e r e Mr . Jeffrey s e rved as cha i r ­
man , as we l l as be ing in c h a r g e of 
t h e Gues t Home . These days , h e 
r e m a r k e d , w e r e l ike w o r k i n g in a 
n e w s p a p e r office, for t h e d e m a n d s 
w e r e m a n y and va r i ed . T h e cha i r ­
m a n at t h a t t ime h a d t h e ove r s igh t 
of Tha i l and , Cambod ia , Laos, Viet 
N a m , Tr ibes of Vie t N a m , and the 
Ch inese min i s t ry . Added to this 
w e r e d is t r ic t a n d c i ty respons ib i ­
l i t ies ! I t w a s d u r i n g the las t p a r t 
of th i s t e r m t h a t p r o p e r t y for t he 
c e n t r a l S a i g o n C h u r c h w a s p u r ­
chased . 

Japanese i n t e r n m e n t : W h i l e on 
fu r lough in 1938 funds w e r e ra i sed 
w h i c h m a d e poss ible t h e cons t ruc ­
t ion of t h e Saigon C h u r c h and at. 
long last V i e t n a m e s e Chr i s t i ans 
h a d t he i r o w n p lace of w o r s h i p . 
T h e o u t b r e a k of Wor ld W a r II 
found t h e Jeffreys aga in in t h e 
Ci ty of Sa igon . B ib l e classes for 
w o m e n , y o u t h w o r k , a n d a n e w 
Bib le c o r r e s p o n d e n c e cour se k e p t 
t h e m b u s y . Ru th , t he e ldes t child, 
r e t u r n to C a n a d a in J u l y , 1941. 
P r e c i o u s t w e l v e y e a r o ld Dav id 
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con t r ac t ed encepha l i t i s and w e n t 
to be w i t h t he L o r d in N o v e m b e r 
t h a t s ame yea r . P a u l , a n o lde r son, 
r e t u r n e d to C a n a d a on the G r i p s -
h o l m in J u l y , 1942. T h e Jef f reys 
bus i ed t h e m s e l v e s in t he w o r k 
un t i l i n t e r n m e n t a t M y T h o in 
1943. At th i s t i m e Mrs . Jeff rey w a s 
a l lowed to r e t u r n to C a n a d a o n t h e 
second v o y a g e of t he G r i p s h o l m so 
t h a t she m i g h t ca re for t he ch i l ­
d r e n . Mr . Jeffrey, w i t h s eve ra l 
o the r s , chose to r e m a i n o n the 
field feel ing t h a t e v e n a l imi ted 
min i s t ry w o u l d b r ing b less ing and 
e n c o u r a g e m e n t to t h e c h u r c h . He 
jo ined Mrs . Jeffrey in C a n a d a i n 
1946 fo l lowing the w a r af ter t h r e e 
ye a r s of sepa ra t ion . 

F r o m 1947 to 1951 t h e y l ived a t 
Da la t . Mr. Jeff rey w a s again Cha i r ­
m a n of t h e field. I t w a s d u r i n g t h i s 
t i m e tha t Mrs . Jeffrey t u r n e d h e r 
a t t en t i on to l i t e r a t u r e and pub l i ca ­
t ion w o r k . « T h e D a w n » , a m a g a ­
z ine for t he unsaved , was p u b l i s h e d 
as w e l l as o t h e r c h u r c h l i t e r a tu re . 
Much of th i s w a s financed b y t h e 
Bib le Med i t a t ion L e a g u e of Co­
lumbus , Ohio, « T h e D a w n » is s t i l l 
be ing pub l i shed today . A s c h a i r m a n , 
Mr . Jeff rey spen t cons ide rab le 
t i m e t r ave l l i ng to visit t h e m a n y 
chu rches tha t had b e e n so sore ly 
t r i ed d u r i n g J a p a n e s e occupa t ion . 
T h e y g a v e g lor ious t e s t i m o n y to 
t he g r ace of God. 

Ministry to the m i l i t a r y : T h e 
Jef f reys r e t u r n e d to Saigon for 
t he i r s ix th t e r m of service , 1953 to 
1958. Seven la rge m i l i t a r y hosp i t a l s 
w e r e filled w i t h w o u n d e d a n d 
dy ing V i e t n a m e s e sold iers . T h e y 
h a d fought s ide b y s ide w i t h t h e 
F r e n c h aga ins t t h e forces w h i c h 
finally w e r e v ic to r ious a t t he fa­
m o u s b a t t l e of Dien Bien P h u . M r s . 
Jeffrey g a i n e d pe rmiss ion f rom 
F r e n c h officials to vis i t in t h e 
hospi ta ls . D a y af ter d a y a w i tne s s 
w a s g iven, l i t e r a t u r e offered, a n d 
h u n d r e d s g a v e t h e i r h e a r t s to 
Chr i s t . L i t t l e d id Mrs . Jeff rey 
k n o w t h a t th i s s a m e m i n i s t r y w o u l d 

come aga in in l a t e r y e a r s d u r i n g 
a n o t h e r fierce conflict. 

F o l l o w i n g t h e G e n e v a C o n v e n t i o n 
in 1&54 w h i c h r e q u i r e d F r e n c h 
w i t h d r a w a l f rom Vie t N a m , a f ru i t ­
ful m i n i s t r y w a s also opened in t h e 
la rge Q u a n g T r u n g mi l i t a ry c a m p 
for V i e t n a m e s e t r a i n e e s . T h i s m in ­
is t ry , too , w a s to p l a y a n i m ­
p o r t a n t ro le in t h e Jeffreys ' l ives 
i n t h e i r final m o n t h s on t h e field 
in 1965-66. E n t r a n c e into t h e C h i 
H o a p r i son w a s also g r a n t e d a n d 
m a n y l ives w e r e t ouched for God. 
Chr i s t i an w i tne s s con t inues t o th i s 
d a y w i t h i n those p r i son wa l l s . 

R e s e t t l e m e n t v i l l a g e s : D u r i n g 
t h e i r s e v e n t h t e r m , f rom 1958 to 
1963, t h e Jef f reys ' m i n i s t r y w a s 
h i g h l i g h t e d b y a n u n u s u a l oppor ­
t u n i t y a m o n g t h e s ca t t e r ed r e se t t l e ­
m e n t vi l lages of t he c o u n t r y . W h o l e 
famil ies w e r e be ing t r a n s p o r t e d b y 
t h e g o v e r n m e n t f rom c r o w d e d a n ­
ces t r a l l ands , to beg in life a n e w in 
y e t u n t o u c h e d v i rg in land . A m o n g 
these w e r e h u n d r e d s of C h r i s t i a n 
fami l ies . F i n d i n g t hemse lves in n e w 
p laces w i t h o u t sp i r i t ua l s h e p h e r d s 
a n d w i t h o u t c h u r c h e s , t h e y m a d e 
u r g e n t ca l l s to t h e C h u r c h a n d 
Mission for ass is tance. T h e Jeffreys 
m o v e d qu ick ly to assis t t h e m in 
c h u r c h cons t ruc t ion a n d to b r i n g 
t h e m sp i r i t ua l he lp . C l ea r i ngs h a c k ­
e d ou t of t h i c k j u n g l e soon s aw 
c h u r c h e s s p r o u t u p w h e r e C h r i s ­
t i ans g a t h e r e d t o s ing a n d p r a y . 

Las t t e r m : T h o u g h d u e for r e -
t i ra l , Mr . a n d Mrs , Jeffrey r e t u r n ­
ed t o Vie t N a m once a g a i n in 1964. 
Mr . Jeff rey t ook c h a r g e of t h e 
Bib le Socie ty w o r k w h i l e t h e Ted 
Cl ines w e n t o n fu r lough . T h e n , 
once aga in as y e a r s before , God ' s 
Sp i r i t u r g e d M r s . Jeff rey to r e t u r n 
to t h e Q u a n g T r u n g m i l i t a r y c a m p 
a n d b r i n g the good n e w s of Chr i s t 
to t h o u s a n d s of y o u n g V i e t n a m e s e 
l a d s w h o w e e k l y l e ave for t h e 
b a t t l e f ront , of ten to g ive t he i r l ives 
for t he i r c o u n t r y . S u n d a y m o r n i n g 
the se y o u n g so ld ie rs g a t h e r by t h e 
h u n d r e d s in a g rassy p a r k a t t h e 
c a m p to hopefu l ly a w a i t t h e vis i t 
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of fami ly o r f r iend. M r . a n d M r s . 
Jeffrey w e n t ou t to t h e p a r k one 
S u n d a y m o r n i n g to visit a so ld ie r 
lad. T h e y w e r e a m a z e d a t t h e s igh t 
of so m a n y h u n d r e d s of so ld ie rs 
a n d a t t h e o p p o r t u n i t y for w i tne s s 
t h a t w a s afforded. So t h e y began 
go ing to t he p a r k S u n d a y a f t e r 
S u n d a y to w i tne s s and d i s t r i bu t e 
l i t e r a t u r e . T h e n w e e k l y p r e a c h i n g 
se rv ices w e r e b e g u n , and now, as 
th i s issue of t he C A L L goes to 
p r in t , a beau t i fu l P r o t e s t a n t Mi­
l i t a ry C h a p e l n e a r s comple t ion 
w i t h i n t h e confines of t h e c a m p 
itself, its cons t ruc t ion t h e d i rec t 
r e su l t of t he vis ion a n d fa i th of 
M r . and M r s . Jeffrey. 

Dr iv ing to and f rom t h e Q u a n g 
T r u n g c a m p one m u s t pass t he 
ga tes of t he s p r a w l i n g Cong H o a 
Mi l i t a ry Hosp i ta l . W o u n d e d Vie t ­
n a m e s e so ld ie rs a n d officers a r e 
b r o u g h t h e r e d i rec t ly f rom t h e field 
b y he l i cop te r . T h e y come b y the 
h u n d r e d s as th i s v ic ious w a r r a g e s 
on . Aga in God spoke to Mrs . 
Jeff rey as she p a s s e d b y d a y a f t e r 
day . « G o in I T h o u s a n d s w a i t to 
h e a r ! > In i t i a l i n q u i r y b r o u g h t an 
a b r u p t refusa l , b u t finally p e r m i s ­
sion w a s g r a n t e d to Mrs . Jeff rey 
u n d e r t h e sponsor sh ip of t h e P r o t ­
e s t a n t V ie tnamese C h a p l a i n ' s office 
to v i s i t i n t h e hosp i t a l . Af te r t w o 
m o n t h s of v i s i t a t ion in t h e w a r d s 
a S u n d a y even ing Gospe l s e rv i ce 
w a s b e g u n on N o v e m b e r 1, 1964. 
To th i s d a y this m i n i s t r y con t inues 
to b e o n e of t h e mos t f rui t ful in 
Viet N a m . H u n d r e d s h a v e exp res sed 
fa i th in Chr i s t as p e r s o n a l w i tne s s 
h a s b e e n g iven . 

This , t hen , is a p a r t i a l s k e t c h of 
t h e life a n d min i s t ry of R e v . and 
Mrs . D. I. Jeffrey, So m u c h h a s 
b e e n omi t t ed , so m u c h left, unsa id . 
B u t w e w o u l d h a v e y o u r e a d 
« b e t w e e n t h e l ines » a n d sense t he 
d r i v e a n d vis ion w h i c h d o m i n a t e s 
th i s couple . T h e y l eave Vie t N a m 
today , b u t t he i r t h o u g h t s , p r a y e r s 
a n d e n e r g y c o n t i n u e a t h o m e for 
t h i s t he i r adop ted land . W e h o n o r 
t h e m in Chr i s t . O u r love a n d d e e p 
app rec i a t i on goes w i t h t h e m . God 
b e w i t h you, Mr . and Mrs . D. I v o r y 
Jeff rey, p ionee r s to Vie t N a m ! • • 

* P o w e r of God manifested, i n 
S a i g o n 

* 807 b e l i e v e i n J e s u s C h r i s t 

* C h u r c h ex p e r i en ces joy i n a 
ci ty r e n t w i t h 
confusion a n d b l o o d s h e d 

* As i an evange l i s t s f rom 
7 na t i ons p a r t i c i p a t e in 
C r u s a d e 

A United 
for a 

* / " } H Lord , Y o u k n o w t h a t m a n y 
^ t i m e s Bi l ly G r a h a m h a s 200 

c h u r c h e s sponso r ing his c r u s a d e s 
a n d w e h a v e on ly n ine t een . H e l p 
u s w e p r a y ! » 

« D e a r F a t h e r , p l ease s e n d in al l 
t h e m o n e y w e n e e d . T h e r e a r e o n l y 
t w o m o n t h s left be fo re E a s t e r a n d 
t h e C r u s a d e . W e h a v e b u t a sma l l 
p a r t of t h e 700,000 p i a s t e r s needed . 
P l e a s e he lp us !» 
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I n t h e s t a d i u m — t h e Gospe l of Peace., 
on the streets — mob violence 

Crusade 
Divided 

« D e a r God, our peop le a r e des ­
p e r a t e . W e l ive in confusion. O u r 
land is devas t ed and o u r ci ty filled 
w i t h sp i r i t ua l d a r k n e s s . He lp us to 
u n i t e a n d p r e s e n t Chr i s t to t h i s 
city ! » 

Week af ter w e e k s u c h p r a y e r s 
ascended to a n a t t e n t i v e h e a v e n l y 
ear . Bu t p e r h a p s t h e g r e a t e s t n e e d 
p r i o r to t he C r u s a d e w a s no t m o n e y 
o r p r o g r a m s o r even w o r k e r s , b u t 
s i m p l y t he need to un i t e . 

b y J a m e s H. L iv ings ton 

City 
O n e d e a r p a s t o r h a d p r a y e d : 

« O h , Lord , You k n o w th i s is t h e 
first t i m e i n 56 y ea r s w e h a v e h a d 
a c i t y -w ide c rusade . . .» Th i s pe t i t i on 
w a s as m u c h a confession as it w a s 
a h i s to r i ca l foot -note . N o w , h o w ­
ever , t h e p a s t o r s w e r e s t i r r ed to 
a t t e m p t s u c h a n effort. As t h e y 
f r e q u e n t l y m e t t o g e t h e r for p r a y e r 
a sp i r i t of u n i t y w a s b o r n amongs t 
t h e m . I n t h e face of m o u n t a i n s of 
s a t a n i c opposi t ion t h e y c l imbed 



Jimmy and Polly Prieto 

from the Philipines 

out of t he l owlands of fac t iona l i sm 
a n d d iscord to m e e t G o d a n d h e l p 
b r i n g sa lva t ion to m a n y . 

F r o m the w a r - e r o d e d p r o v i n c e s 
of C e n t r a l Viet N a m c a m e a p l edge 
of 65,000 p ias t e r s for t he Sa igon 
Crusade , a c r u s a d e t h e y could n e v e r 
a t t end . O n e re fugee c h u r c h a t B i n h 
Son sent 4,000 p ia s t e r s . I l l -c lo thed 
a n d under - fed , t he se be l i eve r s g a v e 
u n s t i n t i n g l y t h a t t h e peop le in 
m o n e y - g l u t t ed Sa igon m i g h t h a v e 
t he chance to be l i eve . These m a r ­
ve lous acts of sacrifice t r i g g e r e d 
t h e Sa igon pas to r s a n d Chr i s t i ans 
in to i m m e d i a t e ac t ion . A Sa igon 
pas to r p l edged one m o n t h ' s s a l a ry . 
M o n e y c a m e in f rom bus ines s ­
m e n , shopkeepe r s , c h u r c h g roups , 
t eache r s , f a r m e r s , miss ionar ies f rom 
a l l co rne r s of Vie t N a m . T h u s in a 
sp i r i t ed l eap of un i ty , God ' s p e o p l e 
vau l t ed t he first b a r r i e r a n d the 
700,000 p ias t e r s , so imposs ib le a 
goal t w o m o n t h s before , w a s in 
h a n d . 

T h e Wi tness G r o u p s of t he S a i ­
gon c h u r c h e s b a n d e d toge the r into 
a f o r m i d a b l e t e a m and b l a n k e t e d 
e v e r y a r ea of t h e c i ty w i t h n e a r l y 
600,000 p ieces of l i t e r a t u r e . Th i s 
m a s s d i s t r i bu t ion inc luded a specia l 
c ru sade t r ac t , a t t r a c t i v e inv i t a t ions , 
a bookle t o n t h e r e su r r ec t ion , and 
p i c t u r e s of t h e Asian evange l i s t s . 
O n e w e a r y lady, h e r a r m s full of 
c ru sade l i t e r a t u r e , said : « I h a v e n ' t 
h a d t i m e to cook for m y family , 
b u t th i s is t h e happ ie s t t i m e of 
s e rv i ce I 've h a d in y e a r s » . 

O n e m i s s i o n a r y a n d a f if teen 
y e a r old boy stood o n a m a r k e t 
c o r n e r as h u n d r e d s of d o c k w o r k e r s 
s t r e a m e d f o r t h f rom the por t , It 
w a s 6 p .m. a n d t h e ho m e - b o u n d , 
h u n g r y m e n s topped to t a k e 3,000 
p ieces of l i t e r a t u r e in t w e n t y mi ­
n u t e s . T h e sna t ch ing h a n d s of t he 
t o u g h s t evado r s a l m o s t t u r n e d the 
s c e n e in to a m o b . T h e bese iged 
m i s s i o n a r y m o u n t e d a conc re t e 
b u t t m e n t . H e passed t h e l i t e r a t u r e 
ove r t h e h e a d s of s c r e a m i n g chil­
d r e n . T h e y s l apped his h a n d s and 
a r m s a n d so afraid w a s h e of losing 
his w a t c h , h e p u t it d e e p into a 
pocke t . 

A s t r ee t vendor , h is w a r e s sp r ead 
on t h e g r o u n d nea rby , b e c a m e 
i n d i g n a n t f ea r ing the push ing , jost­
l ing c rowd m i g h t c rush h i s goods. 
He looked u p at t h e mis s iona ry 
a n d said, « Y o u ' r e N u m b e r 12 s, 
( V i e t n a m e s e s lang for « Y o u ' r e not 
w o r t h t w o cen ts ») . 

O n e l i t t l e boy, see ing t h a t t he 
l o n g - a r m e d dock w o r k e r s w e r e 
ge t t i ng al l t he l i t e r a tu re , w i t h d r e w 
15 feet a n d b e g a n lobb ing a r t i l l e ry 
p e b b l e s a t t h e mis s iona ry ' s head . 
A n o t h e r g r a b b e d his p e n and m a d e 
off in to t h e c rowd . F i n a l l y a police­
m a n came a n d r e s to red o r d e r a n d 
even h e l p e d d i s t r i bu t e t h e r e m a i n ­
ing inv i t a t i ons a n d t r ac t s . 

H u n d r e d s a n d t h o u s a n d s w h o 
r ece ived t h e l i t e r a t u r e w e r e to be 
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u n a b l e to come. O n the t h i r d d a y 
of t he Crusade , t h e s t r ee t s of Sa i ­
gon e r u p t e d in m o b violence, bea t ­
ings a n d open w a r a g a i n s t t h e 
police. 

On open ing night , j u s t t h i r t y m i n ­
u t e s before t he p r o g r a m w a s to 
c o m m e n c e , t he s t a d i u m w a s sud­
den ly p l u n g e d in to to ta l d a r k n e s s . 
T h e C r u s a d e d i r ec to r s w e r e a l m o s t 
f ran t ic . T h e ci ty, forge t t ing i ts 
p r o m i s e to g u a r a n t e e p o w e r for t h e 
mee t ings , had t u r n e d off al l e lec­
t r i c i ty in t he a rea . W h e n finally t h e 
l ights did come on 40 m i n u t e s la te r , 
one C r u s a d e m e m b e r not iced t h a t 
t h e s t a d i u m m a n a g e r h a d fa i led to 
o p e n t w o m a i n ga tes l ead ing t o t h e 
g r a n d s t a n d . 

T h e n the un i t ed y o u t h cho i r 
s tood and began to s ing t he o p e n i n g 
n u m b e r . A c rowd of 5,000 h a d over ­
flowed the g r a n d s t a n d . T h e soccer 
field s h o n e c h r o m e - g r e e n u n d e r 
t h e b r i l l an t s t a d i u m l ights . Decked 
ou t w i t h t he pa s t e l shades of a n 
Eas t e r bonne t , t h e s p e a k e r ' s s t a n d 
and choir p l a fo rm in t he cen t e r of 
the field g l i s tened w i t h color . 

Dr . G. D. J a m e s of Ind ia , a n 
Asian speak ing to Asians , s tood 
and spoke of the g r ace of God, t h e 
Blood of Chr i s t , a n d t h e L iv ing 

L o r d . T h e peop le l i s tened i n t e n t l y 
to eve ry w o r d . As t h e choir sang. 
t J u s t a s I a m W i t h o u t O n e P l ea >, 
one h u n d r e d a n d t h i r t y people c ame 
qu ie t ly f rom t h e s t a n d s d o w n t o 
t he p la te form t o confess the i r s ins 
a n d accept Chr i s t as L o r d a n d 
Sav iour . 

As t h e y stood w i t h b o w e d heads , 
h o w th r i l l i ng it w a s to see ove r 
100 counse l lo rs m o v e t o t he s ide of 
e a c h seeker and t h e n lead t h e m to 
a qu ie t a r e a a t t h e end of t h e field. 
H e r e w i t h o p e n B ib le s these we l l -
t r a i n e d s o u l - w i n n e r s m a d e p la in 
t he w a y of sa lva t ion to each h u n g r y 
h e a r t . 

Despi te t h e un fo r seen cur few, t he 
r a m p a g i n g mobs , a n d the b loody 
s t ree t fighting, w e w e r e to see th i s 
scene r e p e a t e d e v e r y n i g h t of t h e 
C r u s a d e . I n a ci ty m a d in i ts w i c k ­
edness a n d t h e p l a n n e d v io lence 
of t h e so-ca l led m e n of re l ig ion, 
h u n d r e d s con t inued to fill t h e m a i n 
g r a n d s t a n d a n d 807 m a d e a com­
m i t m e n t of t h e i r l ives to t h e L o r d 
J e s u s Chr i s t . T h e fact t h a t in th i s 
cr i t ica l h o u r of Viet N a m ' s h i s to ry 
t h e C h u r c h w a s un i t ed to p r e s e n t 
C h r i s t to a c i ty d iv ided a n d to rn , 
was indeed a c a u s e for g r e a t t h a n k s ­
g iv ing . • • 

The President of the Church. Rev. Doan Van Mieng, 
addresses the audience on the o p e n i n g n i g h t of the Crusade 

*l . i ii mm os. ue m 



A s t a r k existence. . . 

from l and c l ea red and 

tilled to the doorstep 

Refu t 
21 s t eady s t r e a m of h u m a n i t y is 

s t rugg l ing t h r o u g h m o u n t a i n s 
a n d ove r j u n g l e t r a i l s t o r e a c h t h e 
sa fe ty of t h e re fugee c a m p s d u r i n g 
t he se d a y s of w a r . T h e y need m a n y 
t h i n g s — food, shel ter , medic ine , 
c lo th ing . B u t mos t al l t h e y n e e d 
the Sav iour . 

Es t ab l i sh ing life aga in in t h e 
re fugee c e n t e r is no t easy. T h a t c h 
h o m e s m u s t b e bui l t , and g r o u n d 
m u s t b e c l ea red of la rge t r e e s and 
d e n s e u n d e r g r o w t h in o r d e r to p l a n t 
t h e i r v i t a l r i ce c rop . Life is ful l of 
a r d u o u s toi l , b u t t h e y a r e r e l i eved 
to be ou t of Vie t Cong t e r r i t o r y . 

A m o n g those w h o h a v e fled t h e 
c o m m u n i s t s a r e m a n y Chr i s t i ans . 
T h e i r t e s t i m o n y of God ' s he lp , 
p ro t ec t i on a n d s t r e n g t h h a s so 
impres sed t h e i r fel low re fugees t h a t 
m a n y h a v e be l ieved . 

A l t h o u g h t h e y h a d lost p rac t i ca l ly 
e v e r y t h i n g , t h e C h r i s t i a n s in t h e 
r e fugee c e n t e r n e a r B a n m e t h u o t 
w e r e d e t e r m i n e d to h a v e t he i r o w n 
c h u r c h . Af te r m a n y sacrificial gifts 
and m u c h t i m e s p e n t in a c t u a l 
cons t ruc t ion , t h e i r n e w c h u r c h w a s 
r e a d y . O n e w e e k be fo re C h r i s t m a s 
las t y e a r m a n y of t h e v i l l age r s a n d 
v i l l age officials ga the r ed for t h e 
ded ica t ion of t h e house of t he L o r d . 
F o r t he c h i l d r e n of God, t he i r n e w 
v i l l age w a s n o w « h o m e » — t h e y 
h a d a p l ace of worsh ip . 

T h e s e w h o h a v e escaped com­
m u n i s t con t ro l a r e f ree to worsh ip 
t h e Lord . B u t w h a t is h a p p e n i n g 
i n o t h e r a r e a s ? W h a t is going on 
b e h i n d Vie t Cong l ines ? A r e t he 
C h r i s t i a n s s t a n d i n g t r u e ? L i t t l e b y 
l i t t l e w e h a v e g l eaned n e w s of 
t h e s e inaccess ib le p laces . 

I n Q u a n g N h i e u the Chr i s t i ans 
gave t he C h r i s t m a s p r o g r a m j u s t 
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ees Flee b y F r a n k l i n I r w i n 

as t h e pas to r h a d t a u g h t t h e m 
be fo re h e h a d to flee, a n d t h e y 
e v e n invi ted t he Vie t Cong officials 
t o a t t e n d . In V u B o n and P h u o c 
T r a c h the ch i l d r en of God p r e p a r e d 
t he i r o w n C h r i s t m a s p r o g r a m s a n d 
p r e s e n t e d t h e m w i t h o u t t h e g u i ­
d a n c e of t he i r pa s to r s w h o h a d also 
h a d to l eave . 

I n T h a m T r a c h it w a s m o r e 
difficult. D u r i n g t h e p a s t y e a r m o s t 
of t he Chr i s t i ans had left t h e v i l ­
lage wh ich h a d b e e n t a k e n ove r b y 
t he Vie t Cong. H o w e v e r , t h e r e w e r e 
sti l l some a m o n g the few h u n d r e d 
peop le left in t he v i l lage . One of 
t he se w a s a m a n zea lous for t h e 
Lord . Mr . B o n s aw t h a t t he c h u r c h 
w a s kep t c lean and s w e p t a t al l 
t i m e s . N e v e r d id h e mis s w o r s h i p ­
p i n g on S u n d a y , even if h e w a s t h e 
on ly o n e in a t t e n d a n c e . E v e r y 
S u n d a y he b r o u g h t his offering to 
t h e c h u r c h a n d p u t it a s ide . As 
C h r i s t m a s a p p r o a c h e d h e dec ided 
t h e r e shou ld be a C h r i s t m a s p r o ­
g r a m l ike e v e r y o t h e r y e a r so h e 
p l a n n e d o n e b y himself. W h i l e 
d e c o r a t i n g t h e c h u r c h h e to ld t h e 
v i l l age peop le and the V.C. a u t h o r ­
ities t h a t in s t ead of t h e u s u a l 
b a n n e r p roc l a iming * M e r r y Chr i s t ­
m a s ». h e felt t he L o r d wou ld h a v e 
h i m erect a different o n e : « G l o r y 
to God in t h e h ighes t a n d on e a r t h 
peace , goodwil l t o w a r d m e n s . H e 
e x p l a i n e d to t h e m his r e a s o n for 
do ing th i s w a s to let m e n k n o w 
t h a t not un t i l t h e y glorified God 
in h e a v e n wou ld t h e r e b e peace on 
e a r t h . 

T h e c h u r c h w a s deco ra t ed a n d 
r e a d y bu t on t h e 24th of D e c e m b e r 
t h e g o v e r n m e n t forces c a m e in, 
des t royed t h e v i l l age and b r o u g h t 
t he v i l l agers out . Th i s w a s to de ­
p r i v e t he c o m m u n i s t s of a n o t h e r 

b a s e of ope ra t ion . Mr . Bon escaped 
w i t h on ly a p a i r of shor t s a n d t h e 
offerings h e had fa i thful ly la id 
as ide for t h e L o r d . 

T o g e t h e r w i t h t w o h u n d r e d and 
e igh t people , B o n t r e k k e d t h r o u g h 
t h e m o u n t a i n s t o w a r d t h e g o v e r n ­
m e n t d i s t r ic t h e a d q u a r t e r s . O n t h e i r 
w a y t h e y passed t h r o u g h t h e v i l l age 
of Q u a n g T r a c h w h e r e t h e r e is a 
c h u r c h . T h e C h r i s t i a n s i n t h e g r o u p 
p a u s e d h e r e to c e l e b r a t e C h r i s t m a s 
w i t h t he i r b r o t h e r s a n d s i s te rs in 
Chr i s t . Af t e r t h e p r o g r a m , M r . B o n 
ins i s ted o n g iv ing h i s offering t o 
t h e Lord , T h e c h u r c h t r e a s u r e r a t 
first r e fused it. k n o w i n g t h e m a n ' s 
d e s t i t u t e condi t ion . B u t M r . B o n 
w a s d e t e r m i n e d . « T h i s m o n e y is 
no t mine , b u t t h e L o r d ' s » , h e said. 
« I t is t he t i t he I h a v e b e e n g iv ing 
ove r t he se m a n y m o n t h s a n d n o w 
y o u m u s t accep t it. > 

T h e be l i eve r s in t h i s c h u r c h t ook 
u p a col lect ion for t h e re fugees a n d 
p r e s e n t e d t h e m w i t h t e n g u n n y 
s a c k s of d r i e d swee t po ta toes and 
a s u m of m o n e y . Ou t of t h e i r p o ­
v e r t y t h e y gave to those w h o h a d 
e v e n less. Af t e r C h r i s t m a s t h e r e ­
fugees c o n t i n u e d t h e i r w a l k o u t to 
L a c T h i e n w h e r e t h e g o v e r n m e n t 
r e s e t t l e d t h e m . 

T h e s e a r e d a y s of fiery t r i a l for 
t h e ch i l d r en of G o d in V ie t N a m . 
S o m e h a v e b e e n a b l e to escape 
f rom c o m m u n i s t cont ro l led a r ea s , 
b u t o t h e r s a r e s t i l l l iv ing b e h i n d 
V.C. l ines . W h e n y o u k n e e l in 
p r a y e r in t he s ecu r i t y and comfor t 
of y o u r h o m e , r e m e m b e r these w h o 
a r e less fo r tuna t e . « B e a r y e o n e 
a n o t h e r ' s b u r d e n s a n d t h u s fulfil! 
t h e l aw of Chr i s t , j I n r e m o t e 
m o u n t a i n v i l l ages a n d re fugee 
c a m p s God ' s ch i l d r en w i i l fee l t h e 
effect of y o u r p r a y e r s . • • 
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T h e C A L L p r e s e n t s fou r y o u n g m e n , typ ica l of t h e 

h u n d r e d s of Chr i s t i ans in t h e a r m e d forces of Vie t N a m . 

Y o u w i l l r e a d of d e a t h , b r a v e r y a n d t h w a r t e d amb i t i on , 

a l l c o m b i n e d w i t h i n t e n s e d e v o t i o n to Chr i s t . 

Portraits 
of Valor 

N g u y e n Van Tho, son of a pas tor , 
w a s a m a n d e d i c a t e d to God a n d 
h i s c o u n t r y . Be fo re h e e n t e r e d 
t he a r m y his b r o t h e r s t r i ed to 
d i suade h im . « W h y m u s t y o u go — 
y o u ' l l o n l y get k i l l ed . i> T o w h i c h 
he r e p l i e d : « W h a t if e v e r y o n e 
felt t h a t w a y ? If no o n e is wi l l ing 
to d i e for h is c o u n t r y w h a t w i l l 
b e c o m e of us ? I 'm going *. 

So w i t h d e t e r m i n a t i o n T h o b e g a n 
h i s m i l i t a r y ca ree r . He rose to t h e 
r a n k of cap ta in w i t h t h e p a r a ­
t r o o p e r s a n d b e c a m e no ted for h i s 
fine l e a d e r s h i p . T h e t roops u n d e r 
h i m w e r e n e v e r a l l owed t o s t e a l o r 
m i s t r e a t v i l l age r s . 

O n seve ra l occasions T h o w a s 
s u s p e n d e d b y his p a r a c h u t e h i g h 
in a t r e e w h i l e t h e e n e m y sho t a t 
h i m f rom a d i s tance . As h e cou r ­
ageous ly led his m e n into m a n y 
m a j o r b a t t l e s inc lud ing B i n h Gia, 
D o n g Xoai , P l e i M e h e s a w scores 
of c o m r a d e s d r o p d e a d a r o u n d h im . 
And y e t h e himself w a s n e v e r 
sca thed . H e gave g lo ry t o God . 

A t h o m e his loving p a r e n t s a n d 
b r o t h e r s a n d s i s te rs i n t e r ceded for 

h im . T h e y r e m e m b e r e d t he happy 
t i m e s t h e y ' d had toge the r in y e a r s 
gone b y . As a pas to r ' s f ami ly t h e y 
h a d n e v e r k n o w n p l e n t y in a m a ­
te r i a l way , b u t t h e i r l ives h a d been 
fu l l of t h e b less ing of t h e L o r d . 

H o m e on w h a t w a s to b e his 
las t leave, Tho ' s h e a r t w a s h e a v y . 
F o r some r e a s o n h e k n e w h e wou ld 
n o t r e t u r n . His fami ly g a t h e r e d 
a r o u n d h i m w h i l e P a s t o r Loc 
p r a y e d , « I n t o T h y loving H a n d s , 
d e a r F a t h e r , w e commi t t h e k e e p ­
ing of o u r prec ious son ». T h o said 
goodbye to the se h i s loved ones 
a n d t e n d e r l y k i ssed h i s wife and 
five y o u n g ch i ld ren . 

B a c k on t h e bat t lef ie ld s e v e r a l 
d a y s l a t e r t h i s b r a v e soldier w a s 
m o r t a l l y w o u n d e d . T h e c h u r c h w a s 
c r o w d e d on t he d a y of t h e fune ra l 
a n d a full h o n o r g u a r d p a i d t r i b u t e 
to Tho , p o s t h u m o u s l y p r o m o t e d to 
Majo r a n d a w a r d e d t w o m e d a l s 
for h i s sacrifice for h is c o u n t r y . 

W a r r a n t Officer N g u y e n H u u 
Thuan l ay b leed ing i n t h e rece iv ­
ing r o o m a t the Cong Hoa hospi ta l . 
T h e m i s s i o n a r y and pas to r s topped 
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bes ide h im a n d l e a r n e d t h a t h e 
w a s a chi ld of God, T h u a n w a s too 
w e a k t h e n to t e l l h i s s tory , b u t 
l a t e r w e h e a r d t h e de t a i l s f rom his 
f r iends . 

O n F e b r u a r y 11, 1966, a Viet­
n a m e s e m a r i n e sh ip l a n d e d T h u a n 
a n d h i s ba t t a l ion on a m u d d y r i v e r 
b a n k 36 k i l o m e t e r s sou th of Sa igon . 
I t w a s 8 a.m. N o sooner h a d t h e y 
a d v a n c e d b e y o n d t h e b a n k t h a n 
t h e y fell u n d e r a ha i l of h e a v y 
e n e m y fire. T h u a n w a s a p l a t o o n 
l eade r and soon s aw five of his m e n 
k i l led . H e b e c a m e v e r y m u c h af ra id . 
D u r i n g a f ew m i n u t e s r e s p i t e f rom 
t h e fire, T h u a n g a v e himsal f a n e w 
to God a n d p l e a d His p ro tec t ion . 

A l l m o r n i n g t h e y a d v a n c e d u n d e r 
a h e a v y r a i n of e n e m y b u l l e t s a n d 
m o r t a r . A t n o o n t h e ba t t a l i on l eade r 
w a s k i l led a n d T h u a n w a s p laced 
in c o m m a n d . H e c r a w l e d and r a n . 
l e ad ing t h e b a t t a l i o n un t i l t h e y 
p i e r c e d to w i t h i n t e n y a r d s of t he 
V.C.'s. Af te r h a n d t o h a n d c o m b a t 
t h e y o v e r c a m e t h e e n t r e n c h e d e n e ­
m y and occup ied t he i r posi t ion. B u t 
t h e n in a s t r o k e of mis fo r tune , 
he l i cop te r s a r r i v e d and , m i s t a k i n g 

t h e m for Vie t Cong, opened fire. 
T w o b r a v e m e n d ied and seve ra l 
w e r e w o u n d e d , a m o n g t h e m T h u a n . 

I n t h e hosp i t a l T h u a n in his quie t , 
sof t - spoken w a y g a v e p ra i se to 
God. « T h e L o r d s u r r o u n d e d m e 
w i t h His a r m s and p r e s e r v e d m e 
to give f u r t h e r t e s t imony to His 
sav ing g r ace and k e e p i n g p o w e r , s 

T h u a n w a s too m o d e s t to discuss 
t he m e d a l w i t h t w o gold s t a r s 
w h i c h h e w a s a w a r d e d for out­
s t a n d i n g b r a v e r y u n d e r e n e m y fire. 

T h e fu tu re w a s b r i g h t for N g u y e n -
V a n An. H e h a d b e e n g r a n t e d a 
con t rac t to w o r k for t he A u s t r a l i a n 
B r o a d c a s t i n g Corpora t ion , m a k i n g 
his che r i shed d r e a m of going abroad 
abou t to be rea l ized . W i t h on ly a 
few formal i t i es r e m a i n i n g to b e 
comple ted , A n a n d his y o u n g wife 
p r e p a r e d for t he i r b ig a d v e n t u r e . 

•s B u t t h e L o r d h a d different p l ans 
for m e » , s t a tes An . I n s t e a d of 
going to M e l b o u r n e and en joy ing 
a m o d e r n a n d comfor t ab le life, 
th i s y o u n g m a n w a s t h r u s t into 
officers' t r a in ing school. H e r e h e 
h a s had to e n d u r e t h e r igors of 
m i l i t a r y t r a in ing , k n o w i n g a t t h e 
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Lt. Nguyen Van An 

comple t ion of his course h e m u s t 
go o u t on to t he bat t lef ie ld as a n 
a n in fan t ry officer. 

B u t is h e b i t t e r and d i scouraged ? 
H e a r h i m : « I k n o w th i s is all 
God ' s wi l l . His goodness su rpas se s 
m y k n o w l e d g e and a l l I c an say is 
' Ha l le lu jah , P r a i s e t h e L o r d ! J> 

« N o w m y d e a r Sav iou r is p l ac ­
ing u p o n me a n e w b u r d e n . H e 
w a n t s m e to give m y w e a k h a n d s 
to a n e w chap la ins ' p ro jec t a i m e d 
a t q u i c k e n i n g o u r C h r i s t i a n cade t s ' 
l ives in t h i s officers' school. I k n o w 
His t i m e is d r a w i n g nea r , a n d m i n e 
is too — I o n l y h a v e t h r e e m o r e 
m o n t h s u n t i l g r adua t i on . I w a n t to 
b e a n e m p t y vesse l filled by H i m 
t o s e r v e m y c o m r a d e s a n d m y 
coun t ry , 2. 

« T h o u , the re fore , e n d u r e h a r d ­
ness , as a good sold ier of J e s u s 
C h r i s t . » II T i m . 2:3. 

N g u y e n H u u N h i e n is c lassed 
b y those w h o k n o w h i m as a « t o p -
no tch fe l low ». F u l l of v i t a l i t y and 
w a r m t h , Nh ien w o r k e d h a r d to 
o v e r c o m e t h e d i s a d v a n t a g e forced 
u p o n h i m b y p o v e r t y . His ea r ly 
y e a r s w e r e s p e n t in a t iny v i l l age 
w h e r e his f a the r s t rugg led to keep 

Lt . Nguyen Huu Nhien 

r ice o n t h e t ab le . Due to t h e k ind­
ness of t h e v i l l age pas to r , N h i e n 
l e a r n e d to r ead a n d w r i t e . B u t 
m o s t impor t an t , h e w a s i n t roduced 
to t h e Sav iou r a n d c a m e to k n o w 
a n d love H i m . 

His k e e n m i n d p r o d d e d h im to 
r e a d a n d s t u d y e v e r y ava i l ab le 
m o m e n t . I n his ea r ly twen t i e s he 
b e c a m e a v a l u a b l e l a n g u a g e t e a c h e r 
to four mis s iona ry couples . He was 
a l w a y s r e a d y to go w i t h t h e mis ­
s ionar ies on p r e a c h i n g missions, 
tac t fu l ly advis ing a n d he lp ing t h e m 
w h e r e v e r he could. 

B u t t h e n the w a r caugh t u p w i t h 
h i m and he h a d to leave his wife 
and ch i l d r en to e n t e r t he a r m y . 
Now, l ike h u n d r e d s of t h o u s a n d s of 
V i e t n a m e s e y o u n g men , h e c a n n o t 
c h a r t his o w n course . Bu t h e be­
l ieves t h e r e is One above w h o is 
d i r ec t ing his life. He says , « I n 
Chr i s t I a l w a y s h a v e peace . I n 
Chr i s t I h a v e hope . I w a n t to b e a 
fa i thfu l w i tne s s for m y L o r d to m y 
c o m r a d e s ». 

a Yea t h o u g h I w a l k t h r o u g h t h e 
va l ley of t he s h a d o w of dea th , I 
wi l l fear no evi l , for T h o u a r t w i t h 
m e . » Psa . 23:4. 
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Pastor K h a n F u t u r e home of 100 Chinese orphans 

AN EXPANDING CHINESE MINISTRY 
by B e t t y I . A r n o l d 

A tal l , lean Chinese i s frequently 
seen on the streets of Saigon as he 
goes about min is ter ing to orphans, 
refugees, and al l who are i n need of 
the Saviour. A s pastor of the Chinese 
All iance Church he has many re ­
sponsibi l i t ies. 

Jonathan Kaan was born into a 
Chr is t ian home, but was left an 
orphan when s t i E very young. l i e 
was placed in a Chr is t ian orphanage 
in a smal l town of Kwangtung 
province i n China. 

Upon graduation f rom high school 
Jonathan entered B ib le School, not 
to prepare for the m i n i s t r y , but s i m ­
ply to study more of God's Word . 
However, dur ing h i s year at B ib le 
School God showed h im h i s great 
responsibi l i ty to give the Gospel to 
those who know not Chr is t . Before 
he could finish h i s studies the com­
munis t take-over i n China forced the 
staff and students to flee to Hong 
Kong. 

I t was Jonathan's hope to be able 
to return to China fo l lowing gra­
duation i n 1951 f rom the All iance 
B ib le Seminary at Cheung Chau. 
Hong Kong. B u t after i nqu i r y he 
realized a Gospel m i n i s t r y would 
be impossible, so he set h i s face 
toward Indonesia. Wh i l e awaiting 
permission to enter that country he 
worked among the thousands of 
refugees rapidly filling the colony. 
E n t r y into Indonesia was never 
granted, so together w i t h h i s bride, 
Jonathan went to Haiphong, Viet 

Nam, to begin a m in i s t r y among the 
Chinese of that area. T w o years 
later the communist threat i n north 
Viet Nam forced them to flee farther 
south, th i s t ime to Saigon. 

F r o m a very smal l beginning i n 
a store-front bui ld ing given by a 
Chr is t ian layman, to a lovely church 
bui ld ing w i t h Sunday School faci l i ­
t ies, there has been a steady growth 
i n the All iance Chinese wo rk under 
the able m i n i s t r y of Pastor and 
M r s . Kaan. Now, twelve years later, 
a second All iance Chinese church 
i s soon to open. A new bui ld ing has 
been purchased, providing a place 
of worsh ip as we l l as l i v ing quarters 
fo r the new worke rs who have come 
f rom Hong Kong, Mr . and M r s . Peter 
Kaan <no relation to Jonathan), 

Because of Jonathan's background 
coupled w i th h i s deep interest i n 
children (he has seven of h i s own! 
i t i s easy to understand why he 
wanted to begin a home for needy 
Chinese children. Three years ago 
the Chi ldren's Home of B less ing , 
which has a fami ly of ten, came into 
being. At present a bui ld ing i s under 
•construction that w i l l eventually 
house more than one hundred Chinese 
children, providing for them Chr is t ian 
love and care. 

Now that you are acquainted w i th 
Pastor Kaan and the work he repre­
sents among the Chinese i n Saigon, 
please take upon your hearts i n prayer 
the task which i s ours of giving the 
Gospel to more than 500,000 of these 
people i n t h i s city. • • 
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1 5 Y E A R S O N T H E A I R 
b y B. R. H o u c k 

« T o d a y I a m h a p p y to let y o u 
k n o w t h a t n o w I, too, a m a be l i eve r 
a n d w o r s h i p p e r of Jesus . . . a n d I 
sha l l s t r i ve e v e n m o r e to l ive t h e 
life of r e p e n t a n c e a n d h e l p m y 
f r i ends to be l i eve also. > W o r d s 
l ike th i s he lp u s to k n o w w e a r e 
succeeding in r e a c h i n g ou t across 
t he m a n y mi les in to ci t ies a n d 
h a m l e t s w h e r e m a n y of t h e 15 
mi l l ion S o u t h V i e t n a m e s e a r e lis­
t e n i n g to t he i r r ad ios . 

T h e gospel r ad io min i s t ry i n 
Vie t N a m is h a v i n g i ts 15th A n ­
n i v e r s a r y th i s yea r , 
w i t h 44 b roadcas t s f^-f* 
o n t h e a i r each w e e k 
ove r 31 ou t l e t s . I t 
is a r e a l joy to r ead 
t h e l e t t e r s t h a t a r e 
coming i n a t a n 
eve r - inc reas ing r a t e 
a n d to k n o w t h a t 
o u r m e s s a g e is be ing 
effective. O n e l i s ten­
e r w r i t e s : 

s I h a v e accep ted 
J e s u s Chr i s t as m y 
S a v i o u r , a n d I w r i t e 
th i s to ask t h a t y o u 
wi l l p r a y for m e . 
W h a t m u s t I do to b e bap t i zed ? % 

T w o c o r r e s p o n d e n c e courses a r e 
p r e s e n t l y c a r r i e d on b y o u r staff, 
and a t h i r d wil l soon b e offered. 
These , too, h a v e b r o u g h t decis ions 
for Chr i s t , and w e t r u s t wi l l assist 
i n e s t ab l i sh ing t h e n e w b e l i e v e r s 
i n t he fa i th . 

Occas iona l ly w e rece ive l e t t e r s 
t h a t ind ica te t he Chr i s t i an t each ings 
a r e c r ea t i ng conflict in t h e sou l of 

t h e l i s t ene r as t h e Sp i r i t of God 
s t r ives to b r i n g t h e m to w h o l e ­
h e a r t e d response . I n one m o n t h w e 
rece ived t w o l e t t e r s f rom t h e oldest 
son of a fami ly w h e r e t h e f a the r 
i s t h e s e c r e t a r y of t h e Confuc ian 
Soc ie ty in his p rov ince . This son 
h a s obv ious ly r e a d some of t h e 
S c r i p t u r e as we l l as l i s tening to t he 
b roadcas t s . As oldest son in a long 
l ine of a n c e s t r a l w o r s h i p h e h a s a 
« d u t y » t o w a r d t h e a l t a r w o r s h i p 
in t he h o m e . He asks , « I s it p e r -
mis sab le for a fol lower of t he 

Gospe l re l ig ion to 
w o r s h i p ances tors a t 
N e w Y e a r s ? Is th i s 
cor rec t? If not , s u r e ­
ly I m u s t c ap i t u l a t e 
to t h e S u p r e m e One 
ove r m e . Is t h a t not 
r i g h t ? P l e a s e he lp 
m e as I a m in a 
q u a n d r y ». 

W e t r y to he lp 
t h e m b y the spoken 
word , t he p r i n t e d 
p a g e a n d t h e p e r ­
s o n a l r e s p o n s e 
t o t he i r l e t t e r s . 

H e a r t he h e a r t - c r y 
of a n o t h e r l i s tener : « My life is full 
of b l ackes t d a r k n e s s . Life h a s no 
m e a n i n g , and death . . . obsesses m e . 
C a n I h a v e any comfor t for m y 
sou l ? » 

Yes, w e h a v e t h e hope . O u r s is 
t he n e e d e d m e s s a g e ! T h e v i t a l 
ques t ion is — w h a t m o r e can w e 
do to r e a c h a g r e a t e r n u m b e r of 
t he se peop le whose sp i r i tua l des t iny 
is in o u r h a n d s ? 
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