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COVER PICTURE : 

Carefully trimming its branches to blossom at the precise time of the 
lunar New Year, this old man watches his « Tet tree » in anticipation of 
the coming holiday. The « Tet tree » is important to the Vietnamese. 

They select with care what appears to 
be dry branches, but ones that will 
blossom forth into golden beauty, 
bringing blessing and protection for the 
New Year. 

As a part of his language study, 
each missionary must write brief 
articles on various aspects of local 
culture. Drawing from these and other 
sources, TBE CALL presents to its 
readers background information with 
the impact of the Gospel upon culture 
and customs. Contributors of material 
included in this issue are Mrs. H. Collins, 
Mr. D. Douglas, Mr. G. Eriekson, Mr. 
and Mrs. F. Kleinhen, and Mrs. S. 
Sutherland. VIET MY magazine has 
also provided much helpful information. 
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TET 
fest ive s p i r i t A l l s the a i r f o r 

i ' v V weeks before the beginning 
of another lunar calendar year. 
F a m i l i e s are busy preparing food 
and mak ing clothes, f o r everyone i s 
to have a new outf i t f o r t h i s a l l -
important holiday. Homes are 
scrubbed, polished and painted. 
Shopkeepers w o r k wel l into the 
evening hours eager fo r business, 
hoping to pay a l l debts to avoid feel­
ings foreign to love and brother­
hood. 

B u s i n e s s ceases about noon on the 
l as t day of the old year. A s evening 
approaches the s t ree ts become s i len t . 
E v e r y t h i n g i s i n order so the f am i l y 
can enjoy a t ime of relaxat ion. 
T h e r e i s an a i r of expectancy as 
they gather around the ancestral 
a l tar await ing the midnight hour. 
Ancestors are believed to come back 
f r o m the ethereal realm, remaining 
fo r three days to bestow b less ing 
and protection. I n re tu rn , g i f t s of 
food and flowers are offered as 
tokens of gratitude. A t the end of 
the t h i r d day a ceremony i s per­
formed to honor the ancestors as 
they re tu rn to the i r place of abode. 

Several methods are employed to 
i nsu re protection f r o m evi l s p i r i t s 
which migh t b r ing harm or hinder 
the a r r i va l of ancestors. Somet imes 
a ta l l s t a l k of bamboo i s placed 
upr ight i n the f ron t yard. T o t h i s i s 
tied a basket filled w i t h betel leaves 
and areca nu ts , w i t h the hope of 

In Gratitude to Jlnceslors 

s a t i s f y i n g the appetites of the s p i r i t s . 
L i m e scattered throughout the house 
i s believed to be another protective 
measure. I t may be a sketch of a 
bow and a r row by the f r o n t t h resh ­
old, or s imp l y placing branches of 
the popular « T e t t ree* i n the house. 

T h e first few days o f T e t are 
spent v i s i t i n g re lat ives, f r iends and 
neighbors, respectively. O f great 
concern i s the first v i s i t o r to the 
home, fo r he i s responsible fo r the 
fate of a l l the fami l y throughout the 
coming year. T o i n s u r e a happy 
fu ture , first v i s i t s are often sched­
uled ahead of t ime. 

S to res reopen the fourth, day of 
the new year, m a r k i n g the end of 
T e t . I t has brought happiness and 
goodwil l f o r the present and hope 
f o r the fu ture . 

New Y e a r ' s Day, Ch r i s t i ans gath­
er to recount the b less ings of the 
past and j o i n i n prayer to God to use 
their l i ves i n the coming year f o r 
H i s g lory . T h e i r hope f o r the fu tu re 
i s based on confidence i n the i r 
Heavenly Father . 

THE CULTURE OF VIET NAM s 



RELIGIONS 
Caodaism 

WiO&: combination of five « great 
if^y w a y s » resul ted i n what i s 
known as Caodaism, a re l ig ious sect 
of more recent o r ig in w i t h a mem­
bership over f ive hundred thousand. 
I t began as a polit ical movement as 
we l l as a re l ig ious group, peculiar 
to south V ie t Nam. 

These five « g r e a t w a y s » include 
Confucianism, Ancestor W o r s h i p , 
Ch r i s t i an i t y , T a o i s m and Buddh ism. 
A n eye symbol izes the Supreme 
Be ing, Cao-Dai, who i s all-seeing, 
a l l -knowing and everywhere-present. 
I t se ts f o r th the doctrines of e x i s t ­
ence of the sou l , reincarnation, the 
law of K a r m a , the cult of the dead, 
love of jus t ice and the practice of 
v i r tue . Protect ion of l i fe , chari ty 
and un iversa l brotherhood i s i t s 
motto. 

A t the i r great temple near Saigon 
are images of Cao-Dai; L l - T a i - P e , a 
Chinese poet; Nguyen-B inh -Kh iem, 
a Vietnamese poet; the F rench 
author, V ic tor Hugo ; and the 
Chinese revolut ionary leader, S u n -
Y a t Sen. These personages are 
held i n h igh esteem because of 
fo l lowers who held frequent seances 
w i t h them dur ing the ear ly stages 
of fo rm ing t h i s re l ig ion. 

A s a polit ical movement, Cao­
daism has los t power, which has 
effected i t s prestige as a re l ig ious 
group. Today i t s fo l lowers are a 
great deal l e s s than before V ie t 
Nam gained her independence. 

Ancestor W o r s h i p and C o n f u c i a n i s m 

Relat ions ex is t ing between the 
l i v i n g and the dead v i t a l l y effect the 
social and re l ig ious l i f e of V ie t ­
namese people. S o u l s of the deceased 
l ive i n the in terest and memory 
of the l i v i n g to guide, a s s i s t , protect 
and insp i re them. 

Confucius s t ressed the belief of 
ancient China that man i s made 
up of a l i v i n g and sp i r i t ua l 
soul . A t death the l i v i n g soul t u r n s 
to dust w i t h the body, whi le the 
sp i r i t ua l sou l wanders i n the ethere­
al realm. I t i s possible fo r t h i s 
sp i r i t ua l sou l to evaporate into 
nothing. Keeping alive the sou l ' s 
effectiveness through memory of the 
dead i s the duty of l i v i n g descend­
ants. 

F i l i a l piety was one of Confucius' 
dogmas. T h i s , he claimed, was the 
foundation of a l l v i r t ues of f am i l y 
mora ls and of society. I t i s ex­
pressed as the l i v i ng honor the 
s p i r i t s of the dead through memory. 

A n ancestral al tar i s found i n al­
mos t every Vietnamese home, where 
tablets l i s t i n g deceased ancestors 
f o r the past five generations repose. 
T h e y are the objects of special rites 
on numerous occasions throughout 
the year. T w o part icular days ded­
icated to the dead are the n in th 
day of the t h i r d lunar month, when 
the tombs are v is i ted , and the fif­
teenth day of the seventh month. 
T h i s la t ter occasion i s a Buddh is t 
fes t iva l , remembering the wander­
i ng sou ls of those who died wi thout 
descendants. 
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Buddh ism 

Teachings of Buddha, a native of 
Ind ia, spread to V i e t N a m f rom 
China. R e f e r r i n g to h imse l f as the 
-enlightened one,» he alone was 
able to lead men f r om the wheel of 
being to N i r vana , an eternal, perfect 
state of mind. « F o u r noble t r u t h s » 
were propagated by Buddha: that 
l i fe i s a succession of suf fer ing, 
ignorance of t rue rea l i t y i s the 
cause of suf fer ing, by e l iminat ing 
se l f ish desires man can eliminate 
suf fer ing, and man mus t s t r i v e to 
perfect h imse l f through r i gh t con­
centration, speech, action and l i v ing . 

Ardent fo l lowers of Buddh i sm are 
vegetarians, s temming f r o m . the 
<- prohibi t ion * not to k i l l , including 
both man and animals. Buddha 
fu r the r instructed h i s fo l lowers not 
to steal , l ie, d r i n k any alcohol, nor 
be unchaste. These s five prohibi­
t i ons % are aimed to b r ing about 
self- improvement i n actions, speech 
and thought, resu l t i ng . i n good 
behavior as we l l as pu r i t y of heart. 
When t h i s has been achieved, 
through the practice of meditation 
one can a r r i ve at the perfect v is ion , 
see t rue rea l i ty and enter N i rvana. 

sEveryone has had many previous 
l i ves and w i l l have many fu tu re 
l i ves , * i s one of Buddh ism 's tenets. 
A record of the s u m total of one's 
good and bad actions dur ing t h i s 
l i fe i s called the law of K a r m a . A t 
the end of l i fe , i f good actions out­
number the bad, the fu tu re l i fe w i l l 
be better. Reincarnation and the 
law of K a r m a thus account fo r the 

{Continued on page 16) 
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gr^ f t iAKING a bride i n V ie t N a m i s 
quite a complicated affair. One 

of several recourses may be f o l ­
lowed. A n agreement can be made 
whi le the children are sma l l . Re la ­
t ives and f r iends may recommend a 
g i r l to the young man's parents. H e 
may make h i s own choice, or seek 
the help of a «matchmaker.» Good 
health i s important, more so than 
beauty. T h e g i r l m u s t come f r om a 
respectable fami ly , be a good house­
keeper and be of an equal social 
level. 

T h e choice made, a close f r iend of 
reputable character acts as in ter­
mediary. Upon the f i r s t v i s i t w i t h 
the g i r l ' s parents, he consul ts horo­
scopes as to the compatibi l i ty of the 
couple. 

Agreement of choice r e s u l t s i n 
both part ies meeting on a chosen 
sducky day.» T h e young man, h i s 
parents and the intermediary go to 
the g i r l ' s home w i t h g i f t s , purposely 
observing her conduct as she s i l en t l y 
serves the guests, and to see the 
k ind of house her parents have. 
Sat is f ied w i t h the g i r l , a r e t u rn 
inv i tat ion i s given to her parents to 
assure them she i s entering a fine 
fami l y . 

On a careful ly selected day, the 
young man, h i s in termediary and 
male relat ives wa lk s ingle f i le to the 
engagement celebration at the g i r l ' s 
home. A f t e r relat ives greet the 
party, the young man prost rates 
before the ancestral a l tar as a s y m ­
bol of accepting her ancestors and 
fami ly . H e per forms t h i s same 
r i t ua l before the g i r l ' s relat ives, and 
offers the tradi t ional engagement 

ENGAGEMENT 

Traditional Engagement Gift 

g i f t of gold earr ings. T h e couple 
are considered engaged, so a l l j o i n i n 
a feast, at which t ime the wedding 
date i s announced. 

Paren ts of both part ies agree on 
a bride price, determined by the 
wealth of the young man's parents. 
I t may include g i f t s of cloth, jewel­
r y , rice alcohol and food. 

Guests assemble at the groom's 
house on the wedding day to f o r m 
a procession. Leading the par ty i s 
the groom's ass is tan t , car ry ing g i f t s 
of gold, r ice alcohol and the bride's 
wedding garments T h e groom fo l ­
lows w i t h a box of betel leaves and 
areca nu ts , a symbol of un i t y and 
fa i th fu lness . 
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AND MARRIAGE 

Announcing Marriage 

Upon arrival at the bride's home, 
a revered old man presides, l ighting 
red candles and reciting prayers at 
the altar. The groom prostrates 
before the altar and the bride's 
relatives as an act of respect. In 
a back room the bride awaits the 
groom where he presents her with 
the wedding garments. When she is 
attired, the couple come forth dis­
playing their gifts before the guests . 
Again the procession forms, this 
time with the groom leading, fol­
lowed by the bride and others in a 
given order, going to the groom's 
house. 

Ushered by both fathers, the 
couple approach the altar as the 

intermediary holds two lighted 
candles informing the ancestors of 
the marriage. They prostrate be­
fore the altar and before male and 
female relatives, respectively. This 
ceremony completed, the bridal cou­
ple passes the tray of gifts among the 
guests expecting to receive money 
from relatives. 

A feast follows with the bride 
caring for the women guests, while 
the groom looks after the men. The 
couple do not eat, nor do they talk 
to each other but rather appear 
very serious. 

First to leave the feast are 
the bride's parents. She accom­
panies them out to the gate , quietly 
weeping as she bids them farewell. 
When feasting is almost over, the 
bride and groom remove their wed­
ding garments and go to the kitchen 
to eat. Guests have gone, the 
house is put in order, so they can 
retire to the room specially pre­
pared for them. As the bride 
enters the room first, the groom 
stands aside lest she step on his 
shadow and he become a henpecked 
husband! 

Christianity has raised the stand­
ard of many Vietnamese marriages 
to that highest plane of a union 
blessed by God. Though Christian 
parents guide the marriage choice of 
their children, it is done through 
Bible teaching and prayer. A s in all 
things, Christ has transformed that 
which has been marred by sin into 
something of beauty and sacredness, 
to the praise of His own Name. 
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DEATH 
AND 

BURIAL 

Funeral Procession 

T i s a common practice i n V ie t 
Nam fo r an elderly man of 

means to purchase h i s own coffin 
long before death, placing i t i n the 
main room of the house. Money i s 
set aside to bui ld h i s tomb. H e has 
prepared a l i fe t ime fo r t h i s and 
somehow feels consoled to know 
where h i s remains w i l l l ie. Encour­
aging t h i s thought i s the proverb, 
•sWhen you are alive you m u s t have * 

a house ; when you die you m u s t /1 
have a tomb.» J 

E s s e n t i a l preparations fo r a funer- * 
al and bur ia l are many. Rela t ives 
l i v i ng near and f a r are notified and j 
come to a s s i s t . Repor t ing death to 
government author i t ies and request­
i ng to keep the corpse a stated 
period of t ime i s of first importance. 
I f re lat ives come f r o m a distance, 
sometimes the f am i l y wa i ts as long 
as a week before bury ing the 
deceased. Cleaning the house and 
expanding the roof to make a tem­
porary shel ter f o r guests m u s t be 
done. A n elderly man i s sought to 
give advice concerning mourning, 
funeral r i t ua l and s l u c k y daysa fo r 
per forming r i t es . A monk i s i n ­
formed, fo r he i s to recite prayers . 
Women are busy preparing food fo r 
the next several days. 

Wash ing and dress ing the corpse 
i n t radi t ional black tunic and t u r - a 
ban i s the first r i t ua l . Members of (I 
the fami l y or specia l is ts per form . 
the ^shrouding ceremony,^ which i s '] 
put t ing the corpse in to the coffin 
now placed before the ancestral 
al tar. F e w corpses are embalmed. 
Personal belongings of the deceased 
(clothing, mosquito net and blan-

8 T H E C U L T U R E O P V I E T N A M 



k e t s ) are also .put Into the coffin. 

T e n whi te candles are placed on the 

coffin after sealing- i t w i t h a s t i c k y 

substance. These are to reduce 

punishment i n the ten gates of hel l 

through which the deceased m u s t 

pass. D u r i n g the funera l period, 

three t imes dai ly an offer ing of food 

to the sou l of the deceased i s placed 

on a table at the head of the coffin. 

I t cons is ts of three bowls of rice, 

three cups of tea and special d ishes. 

Members of the f am i l y prostrate 

one by one before the al tar i n 

p r i o r i t y of re lat ionship to the de­

ceased. Mourn ing clothes are d is ­

tr ibuted by a monk or by re lat ives. 

T h r e e years of mourn ing are 

observed i f the head of the f am i l y 

dies. T h e r e i s but one year of 

mourn ing fo r the mother. No 

r i t u a l s are held fo r unmarr ied 

children nor do parents mourn fo r 

deceased children. Mourne rs wear 

robes of whi te cotton, men having 

a head piece of rough s t raw and 

women wearing a whi te band. 

F r i e n d s and relat ives pay their 

respects by bowing before the de­

ceased as an act of honor and offer­

ing g i f t s of food and money. T h e y 

b r ing s i l k and sa t in banners on 

which the fine qual i t ies of the de­

ceased are inscribed i n Chinese char­

acter. Mus ic ians may be hired to 

play dur ing t h i s period, often las t ing 

several days. I t i s usua l l y a bois­

terous occasion as men feast and 

d r i nk rice alcohol. 

T h e funeral procession fo l lows a 

given arrangement. A cart carry­

ing gold and s i l v e r paper money 

leads the way. Scatter ing money 

along the road sat is f ies s p i r i t s , so 

they w i l l not hinder the path of the 

deceased. T h e r e i s a large banner 

te l l ing the l i f e h i s t o r y of the de­

ceased i n Chinese character. F o u r 

men fol low car ry ing a s m a l l al tar 

w i t h a photo of the departed one, an 

incense holder and candles. T h i s 

same incense holder i s used after­

ward i n the home i n worsh ip cere­

monies f o r the deceased. T h e 

carved g i l t and red hearse may be 

carried, drawn by horses o r t r ans ­

ported on a s low-moving vehicle. 

W a l k i n g close behind the hearse i s 

the immediate fami ly , bent low i n 

an att i tude of so r row. Sons , the 

widow, daughters, other re lat ives 

and f r i ends fo l low i n t h i s order. A t 

the grave there i s much weeping 

and wai l ing, f o r they real ize there i s 

no hope of ever seeing the deceased 

again. A Buddh is t monk chants 

prayers , again the f am i l y prost rates 

and the coffin i s lowered in to the 

grave. 

T h r e e days later, again donning 
the i r mourn ing clothes, the f am i l y 
r e t u r n s to the grave to per form the 
symbol ic ^opening of the graves 
ceremony. F o r three days the sou l 
of the deceased has been imprisoned 
i n hel l . T h i s r i t ua l pe rmi ts the sou l 
to leave the grave and go to the 
ancestral al tar. Regarded as an 
unseen member of the household, 
the sou l observes f a m i l y act iv i t ies. 
However, apart f r o m periods when 
the sou l i s worshipped, i t may be 
kept imprisoned i n hel l to pay i t s 
debt of s i n . 

Ha l l e l u j ah ! Jesus C h r i s t del ivers 

f r o m s i n and i t s penalty. Wha t a 

message of hope fo r these people! 
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SUPERSTITION 
A WANDERING SOUL IS BURIED 
f j - M j i N H D O N G , a wealthy young 

man f r o m a f i sh ing vi l lage i n 
Quang-Ngai province, drowned whi le 
s w i m m i n g i n the sea. Gr ie f -
s t r i cken , h i s f am i l y recovered the 
body, bury ing i t beside the i r ances­
t o r s . Something m u s t be done to 
r e t u rn the boy's sou l to h i s body. 
When a Vietnamese meets death 
through accident, i t i s believed that 
h i s sou l wanders about the scene of 
death, a menace to anyone nearby. 

F i v e days after a s imple bur ia l , 
Dong's f am i l y called the local so r ­
cerer. I t was agreed that i f he 
could successful ly re tu rn h i s sou l to 
the ancestral bur ia l grounds, he 
would be we l l rewarded. A day 
later, the fami l y , re lat ives, many 
spectators, the magician and h i s 
helper (a demon medium) gathered 
at the seashore. 

V igo rous ly the sorcerer command­
ed Dong's wandering sou l to leave 
the waters and enter the wai t ing 
medium, who stood waving burn ing 
incense s t i c k s . Suddenly, w i t h w i ld 
contort ions, the medium expressed 
entrance of t h i s los t sou l into h i s 
body. I n f ie ry exhib i t ion he ran 
over to three of A n h Dong's f r iends, 
slapped the i r faces and scolded them 
fo r being so careless i n le t t ing their 
f r iend drown. Everyone gazed i n 
fear. A n h Dong's father stopped 
the medium say ing, « I f my son ' s 
sou l has rea l ly come upon you, then 
te l l me what sma l l objects are hid­
den i n m y lef t pocket.* T o the 
amazement of everyone he answered 
correctly, ^Watermelon seeds.s 

A f te r enacting Dong's manner of 
death, the medium came dr ipping-
wet out of the sea, loosened a rope 
tied about h i s w a i s t and ran to the 
boy's grave. P l ung ing face down, 
he shook convulsively. T h e sorcerer 
took three mouth fu ls of wh i skey , 
spewing i t a l l over the medium's 
body as he stood looking wretched 
and t i red. L i quo r cleansed out any 
of the boy's sou l that might remain 
i n the medium. Dong's wandering 
sou l was buried. Back home, h i s 
father passed an envelope to the 
sorcerer. I t contained h i s reward. 

I n t o l i ke f i sh ing v i l lages God's 
m igh ty power i s being manifest . 
D u r i n g the past year over five 
hundred men and women have turned 
f r o m supers t i t ion and ancestor 
worsh ip . T h e H o l y S p i r i t w o r k i n g 
through a humble student pastor 
has accomplished t h i s wo rk . P r a y 
earnest ly that these new believers 
w i l l stand firm i n C h r i s t . 
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MARVELOUSLY 
TRANSFORMED 

Y father, a Chinese char­
acter scholar and vi l lage 

school teacher, instructed a l l eight 
of h i s children i n the Chinese lan­
guage. We were we l l versed i n 
Confucianism, which meant we 
honored our ancestors. A t T e t t ime 
the f am i l y a l ta rs were we l l supplied 
w i t h food and l iquor. Much carous­
ing accompanied t h i s annual occa­
sion. 

When I was s ix teen, my brother, 
four young men and I formed a 
re l ig ious group w i t h the purpose of 
pray ing to the Great S p i r i t of 
Heaven. T h e al tar we used i n 
worshipping was a lways ladened 
w i t h rice alcohol and areca n u t s . 
Drunkenness was usua l l y a part of 
th i s pray ing group. 

Gathered i n a dark, locked room, 
Due, the leader, began by chanting 
a verse which a l l of u s repeated. 
T h e n another l ine, and thus the 
s ing ing continued un t i l Due had an 
insp i ra t ion. A l l would cease whi le 
he wrote poetry concerning nature. 
Wh i l e Due was i n t h i s trance we 
believed one came down f r om heaven 
to possess and insp i re h i m . Some­
t imes these gatherings continued 
fo r a week, pray ing and w r i t i n g 
under the influence of l iquor. 

Over a period of s ix teen years 
t h i s prayer group became wel l 
k n o w n throughout Quang-Nam 
province. People came f r om dis tant 
places br ing ing offer ings, ask ing u s 
to pray fo r the s ick . 

A t my grandfather 's death I fe l l 
heir to a book on sorcery. T h i s 
practice was quite remunerative. 
One of my v ic t ims was the son of 
M r . D iem, who later became a 
pastor. A f te r praying, the child 

if Pastoi. PAatt dink lieu 
died. There was no way out but to 
te l l the bereaved father the posi t ion 
of h i s house was wrong. Undaunted, 
he tore down the s t ruc tu re and 
rebui l t i t facing south instead of 
east. 

W i t h a l l our praying, I am 
ashamed to say that our l i ves were 
anything but examples to others. 
How could they be, under the con­
t r o l of Satan? Gambling, s teal ing 
and loose l i v i n g accompanied our 
praying. 

Amaz ing grace of God! E a r n e s t 
i n our search fo r something higher 
than what was on earth, God i n 
mercy found a way to our hearts. 
When three of u s followed C h r i s t , 
our re l ig ious group ended. 

F r i e n d s wept when they saw the 
marvelous t ransformat ion that the 
H o l y S p i r i t wrought i n m y l i fe . 
T h e s e past f o r t y years I have 
suffered impr isonment , beatings and 
i n s u l t s i n preaching the g lor ious 
Gospel, but Z count them as nothing, 
fo r I have gained C h r i s t ! 

Mr. <S Mr>. Phan di/ih Lieu 
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FROM PESSIMISM 
TO PEACE 
&y. Paitot- PAam Xaan /in, 

Vice-Pxe&icUtd of. t&e 

n was born into a s t r i c t Buddh is t 
f ami l y . H o w wel l I remember 

m y parents teaching me to worsh ip 
our ancestors. Tw ice a month m y 
brother and I burned incense and 
bowed before the ancestral altar. 

M y mother died when I was nine 
years old, mak ing m y childhood 
unhappy. A l though pess imis t ic , I 
was zealous i n our re l ig ion. W h i l e 
l i v i n g w i t h m y uncle, I began t r a i n ­
i ng as a Buddh is t pr ies t . T h i s fai led 
to b r ing the peace I sought, so I le f t 
the pagoda. Though I feared 
death, I was tempted to commit 
suicide because m y weight of s i n 
made me so miserable. B u t thank 
God, H e spared m y l i fe fo r H i s own 
purpose. 

T o no avail was the advice to be 
baptized by a pr ies t , or to worsh ip 
s p i r i t s at m y mother 's grave. One 
n igh t I had a dream, and I saw 
Jesus come i n a cloud. H e called me 
to fo l low H i m . I met a Vietnamese 
pastor who explained the Gospel 
clearly and gave me some l i tera ture. 
T h i s I read, and I l istened to sa lva­
t ion messages. S h o r t l y afterward I 
accepted C h r i s t as m y personal 
Sav ior . W h a t a complete change! 
T h e peace I long had sought now 
filled m y sou l . 

R e t u r n i n g to Hue to v i s i t , I w i t ­
nessed of C h r i s t to m y fami l y . I n 
anger m y father picked up a kn i fe 
to k i l l me. H e t r ied to force me to 
forsake Jesus and re tu rn to ancestor 
worsh ip . I refused, so he drove me 
out, forbidding me to come home 
again. W h a t a comfort was P s a l m 
27:10, « When m y father and m y 
mother fo rsake me, then the L o r d 
w i l l take me up.s 

W h i l e w o r k i n g i n m y sma l l 
pharmacy one day, God's call came 
to me. L i k e Pau l , I did not confer 
w i t h flesh and blood, but I le f t a l l to 
fol low H i m and enrolled i n B ib le 
School. A g i r l f r o m a Chr i s t i an 
fami l y became m y wife. God led u s 
in to the jung les of Viet Nam to 
wo rk among tribespeople. 

We have experienced many tes t ­
ings down through the years, but 
God has sustained u s . Hundreds of 
sou ls have been saved, fo r the Gospel 
i s God's power #unto salvat ion to 
every one that belie veth.» Our 
hearts rejoice i n the L o r d today as 
we continue w o r k i n g among the 
tribespeople i n D r a n d is t r i c t . T h e 
task i s great and dut ies are many. 
We would appreciate your remem­
brance of us i n prayer. 
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r j j S M A R L Y I n l i f e I became a 
!H£j Buddh is t w i t h the hope of 
gaining deliverance f r om s i n . Death 
claiming the l i ves of mos t of m y 
children caused m y heart to protest, 
« W h y does Buddha not protect 
t h e m ? s I knew the answer —be­
cause of m y s i n s . T h i s led me to 
adhere to a more s t r i c t vegetarian 
diet than I had been fo l lowing. I n 
t ime I became so weakened, I could 
no longer prostrate i n worsh ip . 
S t reng th permitted going to the 
temple only to burn incense. A s I 
performed t h i s r i t e I continual ly 
recited, « 0 Buddha i n the lo tus 
flower,a va in ly hoping fo r peace of 
heart. 

One day I suffered an a r m i n j u r y 
resu l t ing f r o m a fa l l . M y troubled 
heart on ly added to the painfu l 
condition. Upon advice f r om a 
f r iend t went to the temple to recite 
Buddh is t scr ip tures, which would 
b r ing forgiveness and heating. T h e r e 
a monk informed me I f e l l on an 
«un lucky day.s Encouraging me not 
to he alarmed, he assured me I 
would get wel l . W i t h these words 
he rubbed some incense on m y i n ­
jured arm. I was instructed to 
worsh ip ten days each month at the 
temple al tar of Buddha, give a 
month ly offering of ten dol lars, and 
recite the sacred w r i t i n g s . So desi r ­
ous was I to know deliverance f r om 
s i n , I soon learned f r o m memory 
two books of the w r i t i n g s . 

Wh i l e v i s i t i n g i n China i n 1957, I 
stayed w i t h an ardent Buddh is t 
f r iend. She had i n her possession 
Buddh is t l i te ra ture and pictures. 
V i v i d i n m y memory was the scene 

of Buddha having reached N i rvana , 
ve ry emaciated as a resu l t of much 
su f fe r ing . F e a r gripped m y heart 
at the thought of a l i k e experience, 
fo r I knew I would not l ive to 
achieve m y objective. 

I t was P r a y e r Meeting n ight when 
I had occasion to v i s i t a Chr i s t i an 
f r iend. A t her inv i ta t ion I consented 
to attend the service. Unceremoni­
ous ly , she introduced me to the pas­
to r as an ardent Buddh is t f r iend 
f r om V i e t Nam, prompt ly i nv i t i ng 
h i m to her home to te l l me the 
Gospel. M y heart was deeply moved 
as he spoke of One who could fo r ­
give s i n . I n Buddh ism there i s much 
suf fer ing. B u t t h i s pastor told me 
C h r i s t bore m y s i n and suf fer ing. 
W h y should I not believe i n H i m ? 
« F a i t h » and «sa lvat ions were the 
keynotes leading me into that pre­
cious experience of knowing t rue 
deliverance f r om s i n ! 

TRUE 
DELIVERANCE 
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g r a S J H E cul ture which has been 
described to you i s the s o i l i n 

which the m i ss i ona ry plows and 
p lants the seed of the Gospel; i t i s 
the ocean into which the f i she rs of 
men cast the i r nets. E v e n as the 
fa rmer m u s t know the potential of 
h i s s o i l and the fisherman m u s t 
know the dangers of the deep, 
nature 's l aws governing the w inds 
and currents, and those coves which 
provide the most bount i fu l catch of 
fish, so mus t the L o r d ' s servants 
become v i t a l l y acquainted w i t h the 
culture of the people among whom 
they labor. 

T h i s strange, parched s o i l which 
the laborer begins to plow under 
the t r y i n g r a y s of a tropical s u n i s 
so different f r om the land which he 
used to t i l l . More often than not i t 
i s hard and unyielding. F i n a l l y 
when sprou ts do push the i r heads 
above the d ry crust , they are often 
either withered or destroyed by 
some devastating bl ight . T h e labor­
er acquaints h imse l f w i t h new i n ­
s t r u m e n t s and new methods. Some­
t imes he i s tempted to change the 
very seed which he has been com­
missioned to sow. T o o frequent ly 
the subt le suggestion enters h i s 
mind that he could gather a much 
more impress ive harvest back i n h i s 
homeland. B u t thanks be to God for 
the laborer who puts h i s hand to 
the plow and re fuses to look back, 

LABOR 
AND 

HARVEST 

patiently w o r k i n g the stubborn so i l 
un t i l i t s p r i n g s fo r th w i t h green 
crops and lusc ious f r u i t . 

Used to the placid lake, the fish­
erman now finds h imse l f i n the 
m ids t of a turbulent ocean. T h e boat 
which had seemed so secure and 
s t u r d y now appears but a flimsy 
craft bobbing dangerously over the 
crests of the migh ty r o l l i n g waves. 
T h e church, which the m iss iona ry 
saw as the ve ry central p i l l a r of 
h i s home society, appears as a s m a l l 
m i n o r i t y group on the m iss ion field, 
battered and tossed by waves of 
persecution and public scorn. B u t 
s t i l l , at the command of the Master, 
the f i she rs of men launch out into 
the boundless depths of t h i s foreign 
sea to cast i n the i r nets again and 
again. P r a y therefore that the fisher­
men may reach the eternal shores 
w i t h the i r sh ips heavi ly laden w i t h 
fish, and that the laborers may come 
again br ing ing the i r sheaves w i t h 
them. 

— - — - —_— . . . ^ 
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AFTER 
50 YEARS 

6if- Potto*. P&am Xu.au "Bin. 

! ' l j j l [ i E T u s O D e n pages of his-
tory and retrospect concerning 

the work of the Gospel in Viet N a m 
these past fifty years. 

Although there were sporadic 
visits before 1B11, that year marked 
the time when Alliance missionaries 
took up residence in Da-Nang (Tou­
rane). Early in 1911 Dr. R. A. 
J affray together with two young 
men made a brief trip from South 
China to Da-Nang to open the 
station. One of the young men died, 
while the other, Mr. Hosier, returned 
to Viet Nam to take up language 
study. Other missionaries followed 
soon after, sowing the Gospel seed 
in this pioneer field. 

Even as the Lord's messengers of 
old, they received a vision of Him, 
heard His call and were sent to pro­
claim the Living Message. Early 
they learned what i t was to cbreak 
new ground,* experiencing weariness 
and hardship. But because of their 
love for the Lord Jesus and the 
people to whom He had called them, 
they counted these as pleasures. 

Missionary personnel increased 
resulting in more stations being 
opened. Many hundreds of people 
were at last hearing the Truth. 
Fervent in prayer, ever believing for 
a rich harvest, God's servants over-

came obstacles, and He accompanied 
their ministries with success. As 
the number of believers increased, 
nourishing self-supporting churches 
were established. 

Fishers of men were trained at 
the Tourane Bible School to work 
with the missionaries in spreading 
the Good N e w s and guarding the 
flocks. In 1927, the first National 
Church Conference was held when 
the Evangelical Church of Viet N a m 
was established. Although the 
Church was officially organized in 
1929, it w a s not until 1942 that 
government recognition w a s given. 

God gave a vision of missions to 
the Church. In 1930, Vietnamese 
pastors were sent to the mountains, 
working with the missionaries in 
tribal areas. Today there are more 
than ten thousand believers among 
these people. 

The 1960 National Church Confer­
ence revealed a present church 
membership of over twenty-four 
thousand. A s w e recall what God 
has done these past years, w e unite 
our hearts in praise to Him. The 
past and present .are but stepping 
stones for the goal yet to be real­
ized. God wants our faith to produce 
works, to be united in one purpose— 
an indigenous Church giv ing forth 
the Glorious Message. 
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NEWS: 
Mr. and Mrs. H. M. Collins, Mr. 

and Mrs. It. T. Henry, Mr. and Mrs. 
J. M. Kcvelle and Mr. and Mrs. C. E. 
Travis leave for furlough during the 
1961 Conference year. 

• 
A newly opened work in Quang-

Tri province reports enthusiastic 
attendance at their recent one-week 
Bible School. Binh-Dinh province 
continues to reap benefit from the 
well attended sessions in that area. 
Da-Nang and Vinh-Long also held 
schools of one month duration. 

A Fifty-year Church Celebration 
will lake place in Saigon, June 11, 
as part of the National Church 
Conference. Christians from all of 
free Viet Nam will attend. Open-air 
Meetings and special Evangelistic 
Services will be conducted during 
this time. Immediately preceding 
the Fifty-year Celebration i s the 
annual Youth Conference. 

• 

The first church in Quang-Tri 
province was dedicated the end of 
last year. Construction has begun 
on the second building. We praise 
God for His working in this pioneer 
area. 

PRAY: 
Returning and new missionaries, 

as well as Chinese workers from 
Hong-Kong, are hindered from 
entering this country due to lack of 
visas. Pray they will be granted soon. 

• 
We rejoice that four Chinese 

young men in Da-Nang have been 
saved recently and two of them 
baptized. May God grant they shall 
be shining lights, influencing others 
to believe. Some desire to take the 
step of believing in Christ, but they 
fear opposition or expulsion from 
their families. Please join us in 
praying they will be determined to 
win Christ and have courage to face 
possible persecution. 

• 
Six hundred new believers In 

Qaang-Ngai province need to be 
established In Christ. A two-month 
tent campaign and a series of Short 
Term Bible Schools are to be held 

soon. Lack of pastors necessitates 
an elder a t Nghla-Hung and a young 
man a t Minh-Long assuming this 
responsibility. Five places In poverty-
stricken areas are in need of church 
buildings. Pray God will undertake 
for each of these requests. 

{Continued from poge 5 ) 

misfortune and happiness that man 
experiences in this life. Man's 
previous existence determined what 
he now experiences. B y good acts 
he hopes to improve his future life. 
There is the possibility that after a 
hundred or a thousand lives, with 
the result of a good Karma, every­
one can become a Buddha, fit to 
enter Nirvana. 

«Not by works of righteousness 
which we have done, but according 
to His (God's) mercy He saved us... 
through Jesus Christ our Savior.s 
Assurance of life eternal i s the news 
we proclaim! 
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