
3. SPEAK OUT: Consider the practical anc 
political framework in which our prayers take 
action. To understand and communicate with 
the countries of Indochina, we must normal
ize diplomatic relations with the new govern
ments and permit visas for travel between 
countries: to ship humanitarian aid effective
ly, north and south Vietnam and Cambodia 
need to be removed from the Trading With 
The Enemy Act. Some representation in the 
United Nations should be arranged immedi
ately, and encouragement given to negotia
tion rather than military action. U.S.-imposed 
restrictions on use of its contributions to UN 
and UNICEF funds in Indochina need to be 
removed. Providing for refugees within Indo
china and the U.S.A., we must work to de
velop a process to assist those who want to 
return to their ancestral homes. In light of 
what U.S. involvement has done to our own 
country as well, legislation concerned with 
amnesty needs to be developed, the influence 
of foreign policy on domestic life carefully 
considered. 

4. STUDY, LISTEN, LEARN: As Americans, 
we are reviewing our two hundred years, our 
painful birth as a nation and our growth as 
new world citizens. As Christians, we are re
viewing nearly two thousand years. The sense 
of faith born of survival as a people abides in 
the countries of Indochina today. We need to 
study their rich history and our mutual past. 
We must listen to the new voices in Indochina 
and understand what is gone, what is hoped, 
what abides. 

. . . and the greatest of these is love... 
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Chang ing w i t h fierce pol i t ica l w i n d s ove r the y e a r s , U.S . re la
t i o n s h i p s w i t h I n d o c h i n a h a v e been c o m p l e x a n d c o n t r a d i c t o r y . 
A m e r i c a n s w e r e p a r t of the d e v a s t a t i o n a n d p a r t of t h e suffering, 
too . M a n y died, m a n y w e r e a l i ena ted . S u r v i v o r s on all s ides c a r r y 
b o t h t h e p h y s i c a l a n d sp i r i tua l w o u n d s of w a r . 

Through Church World Service, in cooperation with the World Council 
of Churches and many indigenous agencies, U.S. protestants have also tried 
to be part of the hope, reaching out to bridge with love the divisiveness in 
Indochina and at home: 

—Since 1966, we have supported Vietnam Christian Service, an ecumenical, 
international agency working in response to acute human need, social and 
material. In programs of public health, child and family welfare, community 
and agricultural development, VNCS has given priority to training of Viet
namese personnel and leadership. Over the past ten years, $ 1 0 , 3 6 3 , 9 5 8 and 
nearly 3 0 0 international and 4 0 0 Vietnamese staff contributed to this effort. 

—In April 1975, VNCS became autonomous, comprised of Vietnamese whose 
individual capacities to assist their peoples in reconstruction and reconcilia
tion are professional and high level. As new opportunities for service unfold, 
the prayerful support of the world religious community abides with them. 

—As concerned Christians we 
support the Fund for Reconstruc
tion and Reconciliation in Indo
china, founded by the Central 
Committee of the World Council 
of Churches in 1972 to "contrib
ute to the struggle of the people 
in the area to find a new identity, 
and in accordance with this, to 
focus the concern and resources 
of the churches toward the future 
with regard to reconstruction and 
reconciliation." U.S. protestants 
have given $1.5 million to a $5.5 
million FRRI appeal these past 
three yean, for: rebuilding and 
re-equiping a twice-bombed hos
pital in north Vietnam, recon
struction of village schools in the 
south, public health ministries in 
Saigon's slums and among refu
gees, providing rototillers to re
plant fields in areas governed by 
the Provisional Revolutionary 
Government. Agricultural and re
settlement programs in Laos were 
designed in cooperation with all 
political factions. 

Reflecting the priorities of the 
FRRI Board (representing 5 areas 
of Indochina, 5 other Asian and 
5 non-Asian countries), programs 
have been undertaken only when 
all sides could be assisted. To 
discern Indochinese priorities in 
the vision of peace, the Fund 
has sponsored two forums, one 
within Vietnam, the other com
prised of participants from 14 
countries meeting in Vientiane in 
early 1975. 



—As concerned Christians w e 
have contributed to programs of 
Asian Christian Service, witness
ing through socio-medical and 
development programs in Laos 
since 1 9 6 9 , and in south Vietnam 
the past seven years. T w o ACS 
medical teams sent to Cambodia 
(Kampuchea] in 1 9 7 4 remained 
until government transition in 
April 1 9 7 5 . 

—Through World Council of 
Churches' facilities we have sent 
civilian medical supplies to Viet
namese via Hanoi since 1 9 7 0 . 

—Church World Service joined 
Mennonite Central Committee in 
supplying a request from the Pro
visional Revolutionary Govern
ment, and was able to send 
$ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 of foodstuffs in May 
1975 even though South Viet
namese governments were still 
in transition. 

—Responding to a $1 million 
emergency appeal, CWS assisted 
in a WCC $ 1 4 0 , 0 0 0 shipment of 
medicines and milk for south 
Vietnam in April, and the FRRI 
sent 1 0 0 tons of foodstuffs via 
Haiphong and DaNang to south 
Vietnam following the change of 
government in 1 9 7 5 . 

—Since 1965, the National Coun
cil of Churches in the U.S.A. has 
taken numerous actions opposing 
the Vietnam war and proposing 
changes in U.S. foreign policy in 

Southeast Asia. After welcoming 
the Paris Agreement in January 
1 9 7 3 , the NCC and related de
nominations began to work for 
implementation of our treaty ob
ligations to co-signatories. 

—Church World Service has an 
on-going relationship with the 
Church of Christ in Thailand, 
supporting numerous rural life 
development and family planning 
projects, assisting CCT flood re
lief efforts early in 1 9 7 5 . As ref
ugees from neighboring countries 
strain Thailand's borders, and 
Thai re-evaluations of U.S. mili
tary presence in Asia begin in 
earnest, w e explore anew our 
kinship. 

The peoples of Indochina, 
Thailand and the U.S. abide. 
There are more homeless, more 
orphans, amputees, jobless, vet
erans, prisoners in need of resto
ration; there is wreckage, food 
shortage, nakedness. And there 
are new friendships, relation
ships born of the intimacies of 
war. Money will not buy back 
spent lives and dreams of peace, 
nor will time erase the tragedy of 
war. Christian remembrance of 
Gethesemane calls now for rec
onciliation, for new life trans
forming tragedy into hope. 

The Vietnamese phrase "sea and mulberry" fbe dau) distills the sense of upheav
al in life and nature, evident when the poet Nguyen Du ( 1 7 6 5 - 1 8 2 0 ) wrote his be
loved Tale of Kieu, at a time when American colonists were fighting for indepen
dence from England, and evident still in the changing world of 1 9 7 5 . 

Even as bicentennial celebrations began in the USA, Vietnamese raised a new 
flag over the Presidential palace in Saigon, ending nearly a thousand years of for
eign domination in their homeland. 

After the drum roll stops, what cadence moves the sea and mulberry? Years of 
war have influenced the ancient and diverse cultures of Indochina; waging wars, 
perhaps, has changed us, too. 

Geographically clustered, a rich cultural diversity persists in Vietnam, Laos and 
Cambodia despite external influences through generations of conflict. Although his
torically distinct from Indochina, neighboring Thailand is also affected by the 
changes wrought by fighting. The physical devastation of bombing so apparent in 
the northern cities and southern countryside of Vietnam, the disruption of family 
life and agricultural production throughout Indochina, the economic imbalance born 
of military priorities, have torn the social fabric of the area and tugged at threads 
deep into Thailand as well. 

Whatever we say now of change, however we chart the apparent winds, no clear 
course is set. So why write now? To see where we have been, how we have helped 
and failed, and ready ourselves for still new directions. The vessel that bears us is 
love, and love abides. 
F r o m T h o Tola of Kteu, b y N g u y e n D u 

1. PRAY: The bombing has 
stopped; rejoice!! Decry recrimi
nations and seek understanding. 
The Protestant community of Vi
etnam, Laos, Cambodia and Thai
land comprises only one-tenth of 
one percent of the 83 million peo
ple in these countries. Learn who 
they are: remember them. Seek 
an understanding of reconcilia
tion from Buddhist, animist, Con-
fuscian perspectives, and affirm 
the enduring spirit of the human 
family. 

2 . GIVE: There is work to be 
done! Church World Service and 
the cooperating denominations 
continue to explore the changing 
opportunities for effective ser
vice witness in Indochina and 
Thailand. In June 1 9 7 5 CWS ini
tiated a direct program channel 
for shipment of medical supplies 
to north and south Vietnam and 
began negotiations with the U.S. 
government regarding humani
tarian food assistance. A second 
appeal for $5 million has been is
sued by the Fund for Reconstruc
tion and Reconciliation in Indo
china, to which w e are respond
ing. The Church of Christ in 
Thailand faces new program di
mensions; Asian Christian Ser
vice hopes to be a continued pres
ence in all areas of Indochina. 
And Protestant churches in the 
U.S. are coming to know new 
arrivals from Indochina, some 
anxious to return, many uncer
tain, ill, jobless, lonely, young 
and old: people in need among 
us. 

GO 


