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EDITORS' NOTE 

With this issue of the Call of Viet Nam we ask you to remember in 
frequent prayer the following requests : 

• Remember to pray for the three captured missionaries. 

• A Deeper Life Conference for all the pastors and men missionaries 
of Viet Nam is planned for January. In these days of tremendous trial 
as well as unprecedented opportunity, we believe our foremost need is 
a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon His church in Viet Nam. 
Pray that this need shall be met in a marvelous measure. 

• The pastors of the Saigon area are preparing for a city-wide evangelistic 
campaign in April. Much wisdom and guidance are needed by those 
planning this effort. Pray that in the month of April a great impact for 
God shall be made upon this teeming metropolitan area. 

• Wide distribution of the Word of God throughout all of Viet Nam is 
being planned for by the Pocket Testament League in cooperation with 
our Mission. It is hoped that in the coming months one million portions 
of the Word will be sown, accompanied by the preaching of the Gospel. 

• Thriving Youth Centers are now being conducted in Hue, Danang. 
Dalat, Nhatrang and Saigon. High officials as well as college young 
people study English at these centers. Pray that many will find Christ 
as Saviour. 

We are indebted to Rev. Spencer Sutherland for many of the pictures 
in this issue. 
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Rev. T.G. Mangham Jr. 

T HE day promised to be an « or
dinary » one in the headquarters 
office on the second floor of the 
Viet Nam Mission building. The 
President of the National Church 
arrived early for he had a number 
of pressing matters to discuss with 
the Chairman. But the Chairman 
was detained at home with the 
arrival of another caller before he 
left for the office. The secretary, 
bookkeeper and Vietnamese office 
worker were busy at their desks 
when the Chairman reached the 
office. His plans to care for corres
pondence and financial items were 
put aside in order to talk with the 
waiting visitor. 

Our Field Chairman carries the 
burden of leadership for missionary 
activity in one of the most critical 
lands of the world today. Ninety 
missionaries look to him for advice 
and encouragement. The National 
Church leaders depend on him for 
cooperation and counsel. His spiri
tual ministry ranges from an atten
tive ear to the war sorrows of a 
humble country Christian to a 
preaching ministry to hundreds. 

Every missionary is grateful for 
the faithfulness of God's people at 
home who give for His worldwide 
work. Not only the monthly allow
ance, but gifts for special projects 
as well must all be processed by 
the bookkeeper before being trans-

A Day 
at the 
Chairman's 
Office 

by Nancy Mack 

ferred to each mission station. This 
can be said in just a few words, 
but it involves a great deal of 
work. 

Rolling a sheet of paper into the 
typewriter to begin a long section 
of dictation, or filing correspon
dence, perhaps sounds like a dull 
task. And it can be, except for the 
fact that the secretary has the 
assurance, « This is God's place for 
me to serve Him >. 

Letters to be answered in the 
Vietnamese language, preparing 
official papers and running errands 
are a part of the routine of the 
national office worker. 

Visitation takes the Chairman 
away from the office as he min
isters to believers, officiates at the 
opening of new churches, advises 
and encourages missionaries. This 
adds up to a busy and oftentimes 
wearying schedule. But joy replaces 
weariness when he hears testi
monies like the one he heard re
cently. On a Saturday afternoon 
he drove to a town south of Saigon 
for a weekend ministry. Several 
elderly Christians had walked in 
from outlying areas, more than ten 
kilometers away, to attend the 
Sunday morning service. One of 
the men related how he was forced 
to go along with the Viet Cong 
side or lose his land, home and 
harvest. He stated with a smile, 
«I have lost it all, but I still have 
Jesus : •> • • 
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Bethlehem Orph 
A HOME FOR THE FATHER 

T HUD ! The bullet slammed 
home! As the V.C. lowered his 
weapon, the preacher slumped on 
the trail. This young tribes paslor, 
another victim of the hideous war 
in Viet Nam, left behind a widow 
and five small children. Unable 
financially to care for them, the 
young widowed mother was forced 
to entrust her children to the Evan
gelical Church orphanage located 
in Nhatrang, several hundred miles 
from the spot where her husband 
was martyred. 

This type of situation has been 
repeated time and again through
out Viet Nam until today over 
90 % of the 256 children in the 
orphanage are victims of the war. 

However, there are other cases 
of which the background is un
known. Early one pre-dawn the 
groundskeeper was awakened by a 
weak, persistent cry. Investigation 
revealed a scrawny, dirty, half-dead 
baby girl in a tattered basket out 
on the road beyond the orphanage 
gates. Immediate attention was 
given to the child, and following a 
week in the orphanage clinic, she 
was released. Today she is a happy, 
healthy third grader, having been 
given the family name of the 
founder of the orphanage, the Rev. 
Le Van Thai. 

In 1952 the National Church 
Committee resolved to establish 
an orphanage. God met this action 
of faith by sending the financial 
assistance of the Christian Chil
dren's Fund, Inc. The succeeding 
years have witnessed the develop
ment of an immaculate, well-admin
istered orphanage on a beautiful 
site of twenty acres. There are ten 
dormitory type homes (each with 
its own « mother >), a large dining 
room, reception rooms, a recreation 
hall, and a chape! with an attrac

tive bell lower that has become a 
landmark to the community. In 
addition to these assets the orphan
age maintains Bethlehem School, 
a Christian day school with an 
enrolment of nearly 500 children. 

At the opening of the orphanage 
in 1953 there were 28 children. 
Twelve years later that number 
has increased to 256. Though most 
of the children have arrived sick 
and undernourished, today even 
the most casual observer cannot 
help but be impressed by the strong 
bodies and happy faces seen in 
every nook and cranny of these 
grounds. Gone are the signs of 
death, loneliness, pain and starva
tion. These have been banished by 
the tender love and care of the 
home staff. 

The packed daily schedule of ac
tivities — study, recreation, chores, 
exercises, food, sleep, devotions, 
have rechannelled these young lives 
in training for useful living. 

The education program of Beth-
ilehem School is recognized though-
out the vicinity for its high 
academic standards. Eighty percent 
of the present teachers were once 
orphans and pupils of the school. 
In addition lo the program of 
studies outlined by the Department 
of Education, every Saturday morn
ing students from the nearby Bible 
Institute come to conduct Bible 
classes. The teachers meet regu
larly for prayer to seek God's gui
dance and blessing on the school 
Parents and friends have testified 
to the effectiveness of the school's 
program. One parent appreciated 
the emphasis on the moral training 
given. Another father noted how 
clean his children's clothes were 
upon returning home from school. 

Children are admitted to the 
orphanage between the ages of 
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cmage 
LESS by Barbara Sutherland 

three and eight. Approximately 
one-third are those whose parents 
are both deceased. The rest are 
children of families where one 
parent has died and the other is 
unable to care for the child. The 
cost of child support per month in 
the orphanage amounts to about 
ten dollars. Upon completion of the 
7th grade or at the age of sixteen, 
the children are released to their 
nearest relative. By this time the 
boys have had some vocationa 
training. The girls have learned to 
cook, sew and maybe type. When
ever possible the orphanage will 
keep on its staff those children who 
request to remain. Those children 
with special aptitude are sent on 
for further schooling. 

This orphanage has been provid
ed by the grace of God for those 
of unfortunate circumstances to be 
raised in a loving, happy atmos
phere, later to be returned to their 
church, family and society physi
cally and mentally equipped to 
serve their God and country. + • 

Our Father's Provision 



Dr. L. Gehman in eye surgery 

Growth 
a n d 

Ministry 
o f t h e 

Evangelical 
Clinic 

by Spencer Sutherland 

o , 1 N the same property as the or
p h a n a g e , under the s a m e 
spreading coconut palms facing the 
South China Sea, is another agency 
committed to the social and spir
itual task of the Church. Established 
some years after the orphanage, 
the Evangelical Clinic has also been 
blessed with phenominal growth. 
Sick have come by the ones, twos, 
scores and hundreds from all over 
South Viet Nam to receive treat
ment. Since its establishment in 
September 1960 over 130,000 people 

have received medical aid ; some 
2,000 of these have been kept in 
the hospital for treatment. 

In cooperation with the Mennon-
ite Central Committee which has 
supplied doctors and nurses, as 
well as most of the finances for 
the h o s p i t a l construction, the 
Evangelical Church has assumed 
this responsibility of the Christian 
medical service program. 

During the early days much of 
the medical work was done by a 
mobile clinic that visited the sick 
and distributed medicine in nearby 
districts. However, as security in the 
country worsened, increasing num
bers of sick came from afar to the 
hospital for treatment. This neces
sitated an expansion of the existing 
hospital facilities. This past year 
additional construction has been 
done providing adequate space for 
medical examination, distribution 
of medicines and beds for seventy-
one patients. 

To meet the needs the hospital 
staff must maintain a rigorous 
schedule. General medical clinic is 
held four mornings a week. Follow
ing the Thursday morning clinic 
(lasting until about 1 :30) a tuber
culosis clinic is held into the late 
afternoon. Thus on a typical Thurs
day, it is not unusual for the me
dical team to have examined up to 
400 sick people. Afternoons are 
devoted to in-patient care. 

The main problem during clinic 
days seems to be the common cold. 
Many receive cold tablets and 
cough medicine. Nearly all receive 
vitamins. This is necessary because 
of their deficient diet — rice with 
little vegetable or meat supplement. 
As a result, TB has become the 
No. 1 problem. An extra house has 
been erected to house 50 of these 
patients, with perhaps another 50 
being treated during a typical week. 

The second greatest problem is 
that of eye disease. By a relatively 
simple operation, scraping the eye 
lens or raising ingrown eyelashes, 
hundreds of patients have been 
greatly relieved. In some cases 
sight has been restored. Word of 
these acts of kindness has spread, 
with the result that the two morn-
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ings spent in the operating room 
are devoted to about 80 percent eye 
surgery. 

Many of these patients come 
from the city of Phan Rang, ap
proximately one hundred miles 
south. This city has been called 
the capital of eye disease in Viet 
Nam. Located in one of the driest 
places on the coast, with high 
winds, the sandy soil is blown into 
the eyes. This irritation combined 
with continual squinting from the 
sun causes eye soreness that de
velops into trachoma. The disease 
is spread as older people with 
towels wrapped around their heads 
use them to wipe their own eyes 
and then the eyes of their children. 

These sick, along with many 
others who have heard of the hospi
tal, will arrive the afternoon prior 
to the morning clinic. They will find 
a place to spend the night, perhaps 
under a tree or on the nearby 
beach. Then they will arise early 
to be on hand when the numbers 
are passed out at 4:00 a.m. A 
hundred numbers are sold at this 
early hour for a very nominal cost, 
the monies received being used to 
pay the salaries of the Vietnamese 
hospital staff. Those fortunate 
enough to obtain a number in this 
way (by 5:30 the numbers are 
usually all sold) will go to a tree 
stump on which are painted cor

responding numbers, where they 
will await their turn for exami
nation. 

The church and student body of 
the Bible School have been very 
active in the witness of the gospel 
at the hospital. Following a twenty 
minute message during «clinic 
mornings», students from the 
school, as part of their practical 
evangelism class, witness and pass 
out tracts to those waiting to be 
examined. During the past three 
and a half years approximately 
40,000 people have heard the gospel, 
with close to 800 having made pro
fession of faith in Christ. Bible 
classes are held each Sunday morn
ing, with daily evening prayers 
being held for those who have 
accepted Christ and are still on 
the premises. 

Dr. Carl Yoder, recently return
ed to the U.S. after a three year 
term in the work, has stated that 
this is a hospital with a purpose. 
Each patient is given the oppor
tunity to believe and put his faith 
in Jesus Christ. When this takes 
place joy replaces sadness, confi
dence replaces fear, love overcomes 
hate, peace removes strife, and even 
death is overcome. The underlying 
motive of the hospital team is that 
these needy sick will accept the 
Good News, thus becoming spiri
tually whole. • • 

Siml saving and... sight saving 
Rev. Nam nreaching Recuperation 


