
"FOREVER" STRUGGLES 
T h e Al l iance M i s s i o n 
72 l 'reah Bat N o r o d o m 
Pl inoni Penh , Cambodia 

Dear Fr i ends : 
T h e Lord cont inues to g ive v ictories a s 

prayers ascend to H i m from those w h o are 
Standing "in the g a p " for Cambodia . T h u s 
we relate how H e a n s w e r e d in behalf of one 
of our Bible Schoo l s t u d e n t s w h o s e n a m e 
is "Forever ." 

Hatred of God's Word 
T h i s y o u n g m a n is one of our first year 

y o u n g men. F o r t w o years he had at tended 
the Y o u t h Conference and did wel l in his 
c lasses , but left wi thout finding forg iveness 
of sin. H e is the son of a former pastor but 
hated the Bible and God. H e lore up a copy 
of the Bible and a X c w T e s t a m e n t , both of 
which be had received as rewards . H o w he 
hated those B i b l e s ! 

Salvation Received 
Last A u g u s t he gave up a g o o d job and 

returned again to the Y o u t h Conference . H e 
knew his unsaved condit ion and w a s under 
convict ion and unhappy. N e v e r t h e l e s s , he 
resisted the Spirit's w o o i n g until the last 

— - . - ^ ^ • j |>iaycr m e e t i n g , m u l l e i n s 
and teachers knelt and pleaded before God in 
behalf of Forever . W e asked that if God had 
truly called him, H e would cause him to be 
so miserab le that he could d o noth ing but 
return. W e k n e w that such a return would 
o n l y be a work ing of Cod in his heart, for 
the Cambodians are a l w a y s afraid of "losing 
face." H e would perhaps lose face in re­
turning. 

Back Again 
T h r e e days later. Merle had to g o into 

J'linom P e n h and when he returned we were 
all del ighted to see Forever in the car with 
him. H e had g o n e to P h n o m Peidi and had 
s topped at the h o m e of his s ister, w h o is 
not a Christian, and w a s wait ing for m o n e y 
to enable him to get to his h o m e . W h i l e 
there he became so miserable in heart that he 
could hardly s leep. He finally decided that 
if Mr. Graven came to P h n o m P e n h o n M o n ­
day afternoon without b e i n g called, that h e 
would return to school , taking that as a s ign 
that God •ivf.ntnl birr, 'uavi; ' » ' r 
turned to his dormitory room, he w a s g iven 
a real w e l c o m e and wi th face b e a m i n g and 
full of j o y , he said, "The Lord has been work­
i n g in m y heart. It s e e m e d that I just 
couldn't leave P h n o m Penh . T h i s is like the 
story of the ninety and nine . O n e sheep w a n ­
dered a w a y but n o w it has been found." 

C A M B O D I A N I N S T I T U T E S T U D E N T S 

F o r e v e r is back in school and happy again. 
P lease pray for him that he m i g h t g r o w 
s t r o n g in the Lord. W e arc sure that this 
experience has s trengthened not only h im 
but a lso the other s tudents a s they wi tnessed 
how G o d answered prayer. W e will be count ­
ing on your prayers for us, too . 

S incere ly in Christ , 
Merle and L o u i s a Graven 

( 

R E V . M E R L E G R A V E N i 

Sunday af ternoon. After hear ing a heart- t 
searching m e s s a g e , he could not longer de- t 
lay but went forward, a l o n g with several c 
other y o u n g people , and wept his w a y to a 
God. 

He Becomes a Student 
H e returned h o m e but felt that G o d w a s 

leading him to enroll in the Bible Schoo l , 
which started the fo l lowing m o n t h . H e had 
no m o n e y to get to P h n o m Penh, but w a s 
g iven a ride there. F o l l o w i n g that. God sent 
in all his fees. H e studied hard and was do­
ing quite wel l in his studies . Al l indicat ions 
were that he w a s happy and contented . 

He Forsakes it Al l 
Suddenly and without warning , he arose 

before daybreak, packed all bis be long ings 
and left. W h e n we heard the n e w s , w e im-


