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Viet Nam 

In order to comprehend our work in Viet Nam, an historical resume seems 
essential. The facts briefly stated are as follows: 

At the founding of our Society 70 years ago, i t was declared to be one of 
its main objectives to take the gospel to the closed land of Indo China. 
As early as 1893 our Foreign Secretary visited Saigon. At the same time 
our missionaries in South China were camping along the northern border wait­
ing for the first opportunity to enter. No missionary, however, succeeded 

in getting a foothold for the Mission, despite repeated efforts, until 1911i 
In that year property was purchased at Tourane, half-way down the coast; 

then, four years later, with a staff of nine missionaries and the prospects 
bright, the French Government issued a decree prohibiting any further work 
among the natives. Our chapels were closed and some of the missionaries 
forced to leave the country. The few who remained were not allowed to do 
any missionary work, A year later the ban was lifted, with the proviso 
that gospel work could only be done in the port cities and in South Viet 
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Nam. A t r e a t y made i n 188U between the Annamese Empire and the French 
Government, which r e s t r i c t e d a l l miss ionary propaganda i n the Empire t o 
the Roman C a t h o l i c Church, was r e s p o n s i b l e f o r much o f the t r o u b l e , and i t 
was a th ing the Miss ion had c o n t i n u a l l y t o reckon w i t h i n most o f the i n ­
t e r v e n i n g y e a r s . 

A t the t ime the ban was l i f t e d , the A l l i a n c e m i s s i o n a r i e s , though now hope­
l e s s l y d e p l e t e d i n number and r e s t r i c t e d i n t h e i r o r b i t o f l a b o r , dec ided 
on a p o l i c y o f "spreading o u t " . In r a p i d success ion , under circumstances 
t h a t were noth ing short o f unusual, they occupied Hanoi , Haiphong, Tourane, 
Sa igon , Mytho and Cantho. I n each o f these c i t i e s the beginning o f the 
L o r d ' s work reads l i k e a con t inua t ion o f the Book o f A c t s . The Holy S p i r i t 
brought key men and women i n t o contac t w i t h the m i s s i o n a r i e s . 

In Hanoi a c e l e b r a t e d Annamese scu lp to r as w e l l as a wea l thy u n i v e r s i t y man 
and a l so the e d i t o r o f the newspaper were among the f i r s t c o n v e r t s . 

A t Hue one o f the f i r s t conve r t s was the w i f e o f a Duke a t the r o y a l c o u r t , 
and t h e i r f i r s t pas to r had been the r o y a l cour t h i s t o r i a n . 

The Tourane Church began wi th the convers ion o f a Confucian c l a s s i c a l 
scho la r o f r e p u t a t i o n , as w e l l a3 four members o f the Annamese r o y a l f a m i l y , 
th ree customs o f f i c i a l s , and th ree s e c r e t a r i e s employed i n the head o f f i c e 
o f the government r a i l w a y . Th i s Tourane Church doubled i t s membership each 
yea r f o r a number o f y e a r s , u n t i l were were o v e r 1,000 members. The C h r i s ­
t i a n s had r e c e i v e d the contag ious type o f s a l v a t i o n , and as i n the days o f 
the a p o s t l e s they went everywhere g o s s i p i n g the g o s p e l . 

A t F a i f o o a popular a c to r w e l l known throughout the p rov ince was c o n v e r t e d , 
and a f t e r be ing t r a i n e d i n the B i b l e School became a famous p r e a c h e r . I n 
one y e a r ' s m i n i s t r y 1,000 peop le were c o n v e r t e d . L i k e Paul he was c a l l e d 
b e f o r e the Governor, j a i l e d and f i n a l l y e x i l e d because o f h i s phenomenal 
success i n preaching the Word. He i s s t i l l the most successfu l soulwinner 
i n the country . 

The work i n South V i e t Nam sprang up i n what seemed f o r a time t o be almost 
a mass movement, and tha t i n s p i t e o f f i e r c e pe r secu t ion i n e v e r y v i l l a g e . 

One remarkable f ea tu re o f the work i n t h i s country was tha t w h i l e the miss ­
iona ry was p r o h i b i t e d t o m i n i s t e r i n o the r than the main c i t i e s , the 
n a t i o n a l bre thren c a r r i e d the saving message t o the l e s s e r towns and t h e i r 
work has y i e l d e d good r e s u l t s . By 1927 the work had p rogressed t o such an 
e x t e n t tha t the e v a n g e l i c a l church o f V i e t Nam was o rgan ized wi th i t s own 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e se tup . Complete s e l f - s u p p o r t was made a requirement f o r f u l l 
membership i n tha t n a t i o n a l church body. Congregat ions tha t were subs i ­
d i z e d by the Miss ion were pe rmi t t ed t o send d e l e g a t e s to the Annual Confe r ­
ence o f the n a t i o n a l church. They were a l l o w e d t o take p a r t i n the d i s ­
cuss ions , but they could not v o t e o r hold o f f i c e . The method employed i n 
a t t a i n i n g s e l f - s u p p o r t was r a the r n o v e l . For e v e r y t en members the Mis s ion 
subsidy was reduced 10$. When a church a t t a i n e d 100 members a l l Miss ion 
subsidy ceased . By 1935 s i x t y - t h r e e churches had a t t a ined f u l l membership 
i n the n a t i o n a l church; each had i t s own church b u i l d i n g b u i l t w i t h i t s own 
money. By 19J+1, 1S% o f a l l the churches, o r 121 c o n g r e g a t i o n s , had a t t a i n e d 
f u l l s e l f - s u p p o r t . 
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V i e t Nam - c o n t . 

"The promis ing work o f the e n t i r e f i e l d was d e a l t a s eve re blow w i t h the 
coming o f World War I I and the i nvas ion and occupat ion o f Indo China by 
the Japanese. Some o f the mi s s iona r i e s were evacuated; o thers were i n ­
t e r n e d , but not t o be r e l e a s e d u n t i l a f t e r Japan was d e f e a t e d . Most o f 
the r e l e a s e d i n t e r n e e s then re turned t o America to r e c u p e r a t e . For t en 
months one lone miss ionary i n the country c a r r i e d on as the s o l e admin­
i s t r a t o r f o r the Soc ie ty , , and the o n l y miss ionary c o u n s e l l o r f o r the d i s ­
t r e s s e d n a t i o n a l church*" 

"As soon as p o s s i b l e a f t e r the c l o s e o f the war , m i s s i o n a r i e s began t o r e ­
turn to the f i e l d . They found scenes o f d e s o l a t i o n and ru in throughout 
V i e t Nam, N e a r l y a l l p rope r ty o f the Mis s ion and Church had been l o o t e d 
and e v e r y b u i l d i n g r e q u i r e d e x t e n s i v e r e p a i r s . The damage i n p r o p e r t y , 
however, was noth ing i n comparison to what the n a t i o n a l church had s u f f e r ­
ed* Some pas to r s and many Chr i s t i ans had been mar ty red . Of those who were 
spared, many were l e f t s i c k , d e s t i t u t e and a f r a i d . T r a v e l was unsafe 
throughout V i e t Nam excep t by aeroplane or convoy, and even convoys were 
sometimes a t tacked and d e s t r o y e d . " ( F o r e i g n Department 's Miss ionary A t l a s ) . 
S l o w l y , however, the scenes o f d e s o l a t i o n were changing f o r the b e t t e r and 
thousands o f evacuees were r e tu rn ing t o t h e i r homes, when the war between 
the peop le who were s t r i v i n g f o r n a t i o n a l independence, and the French who 
sought t o hold Indo China i n c o l o n i a l s t a t u s , broke o u t . Beginning i n 
19U5 t h i s caused heavy l o s s o f l i f e and p r o p e r t y and t r a g i c s u f f e r i n g among 
the p e o p l e . During t h i s war , d i s a s t e r came t o many C h r i s t i a n homes, and 
death t o not a few o f the p a s t o r s . Pas to r s and m i s s i o n a r i e s worked i n the 
f ace o f cons tant danger o f a t tack from ambushes and grenades . Our p reach ­
e r s and Chr i s t i an s were o f t e n under susp ic ion from both s i d e s . In the 
i n t e r i o r , where a number o f our churches were l o c a t e d , some o f the r i c e 
f i e l d s had t o be abandoned and where c u l t i v a t i o n cont inued, crops were 
r e p e a t e d l y l o o t e d . Consequently many p e o p l e i n t h i s one- t ime r i c h granary 
o f Southeast A s i a were made p o o r , and t h i s made i t most d i f f i c u l t to con­
t inue s e l f - s u p p o r t . During the yea r s o f the c i v i l war c r i s i s , there was 
s c a r c e l y a week tha t some prominent C h r i s t i a n , o f t e n a p a s t o r , was not 
robbed o r k i l l e d . 

The l a c o n i c r eco rd reads thus: 

1, Mr. Nguyen- th ien-Th i , pas to r o f Thanh Quit Church, C e n t r a l V i e t Nam, 
and h i s w i f e and son were k i l l e d by the V i e t Minn i n a f i e l d near the 
v i l l a g e o f Thanh Quit a t n i g h t . They were s e i z e d and bound a t the home o f 
a C h r i s t i a n and were then l e d away t o the p l ace o f e x e c u t i o n . 

2, Mr. Phan Lang, p reacher , was shot by French s o l d i e r s . His body was 
thrown i n t o the Bau-Sau r i v e r between Phong Thu and Tourane, 

3, Mr, Ma-Vien, Mr. Dang-Kien and Mr. Phan-phung-Phuc, deacons in the 
church, were k i l l e d by French s o l d i e r s a t the same time w i t h pas to r Lang, 

h . Mr, Nguyen-van-Ta i , s e rv ing as pas tor a t Ma-Lam, Cen t r a l V i e t Nam, 
was pursued and shot by the V i e t Minn on the road between Phan-Thie t and 
Ma-Lam, 

5>. Mr. T r i n h - L y , p reacher , was s e i z e d and done away w i t h by French s o l ­
d i e r s a t the Nhatrang s t a t i o n . La t e r h i s w i f e was shot a t Cam-Ly, D a l a t , 

6, Mr, Nguyen-van-Huan was k i l l e d by s o l d i e r s o f the French Army i n S o c -
t rang d i s t r i c t , South V i e t Nam, 
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V i e t Nam - c o n t . 

7. Mr. Pham-van-Khan, p reacher , was k i l l e d by Tho s o l d i e r s i n Soc - t r ang 
area . 

8 . Mr. Tran-my-Be, preacher at Choudoc, South V i e t Nam, was s e i z e d and 
k i l l e d by the V i e t Minh who bur ied him standing up a t T ien Sam. The t r a g e d y 
a f f e c t e d h i s w i f e who became i l l and d i ed l e a v i n g two c h i l d r e n . 

9 . Rev . Trinh-an-Meo was k i l l e d during an a t t ack by V i e t Minh on a convoy 
between Saigon and D a l a t . - If'/i 

10 . Mr. Nguyen-Dau was k i l l e d by French s o l d i e r s and bur ied near Phong-
Thu. His f a m i l y l a t e r found the body and r e - b u r i e d i t . 

1 1 . Mr. So , an earnes t C h r i s t i a n a t Phong-Thu, Cen t r a l V i e t Nam, was 
k i l l e d by French s o l d i e r s w h i l e on h i s way t o church w i t h h i s B i b l e i n h i s 
hand. 

12 . Rev . Tran-Chuong and deacon Chinh o f Can-Duoc, South V i e t Nam, were 
k i l l e d by V i e t Minh near Can-Duoc. 

1 3 . Mr. Huong-Khai, and v i l l a g e c h i e f Cac, were k i l l e d by V i e t Minh a t 
Quang N g a i . 

i l l . An e l d e r l y man and h i s w i f e who looked a f t e r the church a t an o u t s t a -
t i o n from Go-cong, South V i e t Nam, were k i l l e d by V i e t Minh. 

1$. Mr. Chanh Ho and h i s son, Mr. Le -vanT iep , were shot by French s o l d i e r s 
a t Bien Hoa, 

1 6 . Mr . Ho-ngoc-An, p reacher , k i l l e d by the Hoa Hao ( s e c t ) a t Cai Von, 
South V i e t Nam* 

In Cen t r a l V i e t Nam D i s t r i c t a lone 93 Chr i s t i an s were k i l l e d by the bombing 
and shoo t i ng . 

Chr i s t i ans i n a l l the areas were t e r r o r i z e d . Because o f the t h r e a t s , 
rumors and sporadic a t tacks on the towns, many Chr i s t i ans dec ided t o seek 
s a f e r surroundings . They wandered i n the mountains and o u t - o f - t h e - w a y 
p l a c e s . When they re tu rned , d e s t i t u t e , they found t h e i r homes had been 
invaded and l o o t e d and eve ry th ing l o s t . Other Chr i s t i ans had been d r a f t e d , 
t o r tu red o r imprisoned by both s i de s in the c o n f l i c t . The Chr i s t i ans them­
s e l v e s were d i v i d e d i n t h e i r l o y a l t i e s . Qui te a l a r g e number s ided w i t h the 
V i e t Minh. This was due l a r g e l y t o t h e i r pass iona te l o v e o f t h e i r country 
and t h e i r determined though s i l e n t o p p o s i t i o n t o and ha t red o f f o r e i g n con­
t r o l . 

The war damage t o churches was g r e a t and al though a number have a l r eady been 
r e - b u i l t , those l i s t e d below and on the f o l l o w i n g page have n o t . 

South V i e t Nam 

1. My- tho . This i s one o f the most prominent c i t i e s i n South V i e t Nam and 
our l a r g e s t church i n the South was h e r e . The b u i l d i n g was burned t o the 
ground and has not been r e b u i l t . 
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V i e t Nam - c o n t . 

2 , Binh-Tay. Th i s church was bombed during the f i g h t i n g between the 
s e c t s . The Chr i s t i ans have not been able t o g e t enough t o r e b u i l d . 

3 . B inh - t r i -Dong . Th i s church was occupied by French t roops and has no t 
y e t been r e b u i l t ; they have a l i t t l e temporary thatch s t ruc tu re but need 
to do something t o r e p l a c e the church. 

U, An- th i -Dong . The French f o r c e s des t royed t h i s church and the f l o c k 
was s c a t t e r e d . Chr i s t i ans are now meeting but they do not have enough 
money t o r e b u i l d t h e i r church b u i l d i n g . 

5 . Cao- lanh. This church a l s o was bad ly a f f e c t e d by the war and the 
p a s t o r i s making e v e r y e f f o r t t o r e b u i l d . They have secured a p i e c e o f 
land and are ready t o b u i l d , 

6 . Quan-tre, Here was a n i ce l i t t l e church, but i t , t o o , was des t royed 
during the f i g h t i n g ; they now have a l i t t l e temporary chape l . 

7 . My-an. A bomb des t royed the church b u i l d i n g when i t was a jumping-o f f 
p l a c e f o r what was the h ideout o f r e b e l s during the wa r . 

Cen t r a l V i e t Nam 

S i x b r i c k and t i l e r o o f churches and one thatch church were d e s t r o y e d , 
1. Dai An des t royed t w i c e , f i r s t by V i e t Minh and then r e b u i l t . Second 
time by French bomb, and has been p a r t i a l l y r e b u i l t . 
2 . Khanh Binh des t royed three t imes by French. F i r s t t ime by bomb and 
r e b u i l t on r i v e r bank i n t h a t c h . Second time by bomb and r e b u i l t on 
o r i g i n a l founda t ion . 
3 . Thu Bon des t royed th ree t imes by French and now n e a r l y comple ted . 
km Phu Lanh des t royed by French. Br icks used t o b u i l d a f o r t . 
5 . Truong An des t royed twice by French. F i r s t time by bomb, and second 
time i t was to rn down. 
6 . Ninh Hoa des t royed by French and now n e a r l y f i n i s h e d . 
7 . Mo Due comple t e ly des t royed and burned by French. Not y e t r e b u i l t . 

S i x parsonages were d e s t r o y e d . Two have been r e b u i l t . Four p a r t l y r e b u i l t . 

The Church has gone through g r e a t t r i b u l a t i o n and because o f i t some have 
grown c o l d o r wavered in t h e i r f a i t h . For t he se , s u f f e r i n g and want d i d 
not r e s u l t i n i n t e n s i f i e d f a i t h and d e v o t i o n ; r a t h e r , ca re l e s sness c rep t i n 
and a l i g h t v i ew o f s i n i s now n o t i c e a b l e in some. S ince many churches 
were c lo sed o r burned o r occupied by the m i l i t a r y , the b e l i e v e r s - t o a 
l a r g e ex ten t and f o r long p e r i o d s - were dep r ived o f the m i n i s t r y o f the 
Word, There a r e , however, many who came through p u r i f i e d and p e r f e c t e d . 

In o rde r to b o l s t e r the f a l t e r i n g and be leaguered Church, the Mis s ion b e ­
gan t o subs id i ze the p a s t o r s ' support , as w e l l as t o help i n the r e b u i l d i n g 
o f churches. In no i n s t a n c e , however , was more than $60,C0 g i v e n t o any 
one church. The r e s u l t was tha t the number o f s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g congrega­
t i o n s was g r e a t l y reduced. Of the lUO o rgan ized churches s i t u a t e d south 
o f the 17th p a r a l l e l u n t i l A p r i l 19$k, 76 o n l y were s t i l l on a f u l l s e l f -
support ing b a s i s . Today, however, a l l liiO a re c o m p l e t e l y s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g . 
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V i e t Nam - c o n t . 

Despi te the s p i r i t u a l and economic problems f a c i n g the church, t he re are 
wonderful i n d i c a t i o n s o f renewed v i t a l i t y i n the va r ious c o n g r e g a t i o n s . 
In a l l o f my t r a v e l s I have never seen such i n t e n s i v e w i t n e s s i n g be ing 
c a r r i e d on by the l a y p e o p l e as w e l l as the p a s t o r s . T h i r t y - f o u r chur­
ches by ac tua l r ecords have had 502 baptisms from January to October o f 
t h i s y e a r , 1956. The churches i n Sa igon and env i rons have about 300 
peop le engaging i n r e g u l a r w i t n e s s i n g from house t o house. The Saigon 
Cent ra l Church i s f u l l f o r the Sunday s e r v i c e and holds t h r ee e v a n g e l ­
i s t i c s e r v i c e s each week, almost always w i t h f r u i t : i n one r ecen t s e r ­
v i c e i n the Cent ra l Church, s i x t y were b a p t i z e d . S i x churches i n the 
South have purchased a s i z a b l e boat f o r working the canal a r ea . They re»» 
p o r t wonderful r e s u l t s . 

A t Nhatrang the church, wi thout a id o f money o r pe r sonne l from our 
m i s s i o n , conducts an orphanage and school f o r about 300 p u p i l s . The 52 
orphans are the c h i l d r e n , f o r the most p a r t , o f pas to r s who were k i l l e d 
in the war . Th i s orphanage, though not as l a r g e as some o thers I have 
seen, i s the b e s t i n p lan , c l e a n l i n e s s , f inances and admin i s t r a t i on tha t 
I have seen. Our church i s THE P r o t e s t a n t Church o f the l and , w i t h a con­
s t i t u e n c y o f 42,000, Except f o r four smal l Seventh Day A d v e n t i s t churches 
we are the o n l y g roupthere . Th i s f i e l d , t h e r e f o r e , i s our most s e r ious 
o b l i g a t i o n as a miss ion today . 

In a d d i t i o n t o the work among the Vietnamese peop le themse lves , work i s 
be ing c a r r i e d on among the t r i b e s peop le in the c e n t r a l p l a t e a u r e g i o n . 
Here where the re are approximate ly 1,200,000 t r i b e s p e o p l e , The C h r i s t i a n 
and Miss iona ry A l l i a n c e i s c a r r y i n g on work, using 2li t r i b a l languages 
w i t h a s t a f f o f 15 Vietnamese mi s s iona r i e s from the E v a n g e l i c a l Church o f 
V i e t Nam and 37 American m i s s i o n a r i e s . There are 157 church groups and a 
bap t i zed adul t membership o f 2,218 ( c h i l d r e n are not coun ted . ) 

The C h r i s t i a n and Miss ionary A l l i a n c e has entered i n t o a working a g r e e ­
ment w i t h V y c l i f f e T r a n s l a t o r s w i t h a v i e w t o e n t e r i n g the unreached 
t r i b e s . . 

A t Banmethuot a leprosar ium i s conducted wi th 281+ r e s i d e n t p a t i e n t s . 
The American Leprosy M i s s i o n s , I n c . con t r i bu t e s t o the support o f t h i s 
p r o j e c t . 

In a r e c a p i t u l a t i o n f o r the whole o f f r e e V i e t Nan, i nc lud ing the work 
among the Vietnamese as w e l l as the t r i b a l p e o p l e , The C h r i s t i a n and 
Miss ionary A l l i a n c e has on the f i e l d 86 mi s s iona r i e s w i t h l l i under appoin t ­
ment to s a i l f o r the f i e l d w i t h i n the next few months. Th i s i s a t o t a l 
s t a f f o f 100 American m i s s i o n a r i e s . There are 297 congrega t ions o f C h r i s ­
t i a n s south o f the 17th p a r a l l e l . The C h r i s t i a n and Miss iona ry A l l i a n c e has 
occupied most o f the s t r a t e g i c cen te r s throughout V i e t Nam and i s working 
t o g e t h e r w i t h the n a t i o n a l church to e v a n g e l i z e the o u t l y i n g a r e a s . A l s o 
the Chr i s t i an and Miss ionary A l l i a n c e has p l aced on o f f i c i a l r eco rd tha t i t 
w i l l g i v e V i e t Nam top p r i o r i t y f o r the nex t few yea r s i n regard t o mi s s ion ­
ary pe r sonne l . 

The Msnnonite Cen t r a l Committee i s working i n V i e t Nam, and the Eastern 
Mennonite Board o f Miss ions and C h a r i t i e s , w i t h headquarters a t Akron, 
Pennsylvania , has sent two mi s s iona r i e s to V i e t Nam and has another couple 
under appointment t o tha t f i e l d . 
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