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‘y misclonary carcer began just after the First World Var. With a desire to

:\ew e e —— o D. 1._ T s ]"my/ac touwt

young niscionaries I was interested in the policy of establishing an indigenous
church and was fomiliar with the writinge of Roland Allem and others. Then aes now,
the familicr clogan wag, ¢ selfe-gupport, self-government and pelfepropagaticn’s Ale
thoush this clmmen 0y over-emphapise Vgelft! its purpoce and principles are import-
b W udy v Uy 4 -

: Ve reached Hounpghong early in 191y af ég‘?&uﬁ#% }w % tgg M’ Chinat ,
mons fellow pasgenpgers was a grandson of Tit a it was @ privilege to ke net

by Hove Rededaffray ELO:?:;; ‘?W %Q}mﬁ ,ﬁi.)'bsutth China, and superintendent
of the nmew Alliance "im an/l' Frenc fn “ Dr Jaffray wap known not only by

bic publication ministry in China, his Bible "agaszine and his connecticns in Canada,
but later he pusbed on beyond the borders of Indo-China to opon tork in Indonesin
and Dorbeoe ile steood with the group vho caze out the company launch to meet our
ohip vhich was anchored in the lovely busy baye I bad no trouble picking him out in

N

the crowd, even though I had not y&t net mf;r,g///rﬁx;? 44 5 : =

Chinese llew Year was being celebrated in the city vith great noisge and
e spent several éayc in a Japancse hotel in HVngkonge In spite of it being & hole
iday /iy Jaffray took me to Tak Cheong the tailor to Do meodsurcd for a tiopical cuit,
it wos very cold wxiipamikegs but weather would socon warn up farther South. At Tak
Cheongte I first learned to eat watemmelon sceds after cracking the tiay VU vom
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tueen the tooths This ekill, like oating with chop sticks had to be acquireds All day X

Wa%&saﬁﬁanghout the night, conversaticn wos maintained by shouting due to the dim
ofxmiitung of {ire crackers cuspended in long strincge from downtown buildings,

i?frZE:zzdﬁ .

Ve emborked for Haiphong on the Prench mail stommer ¢ V. gk
evening "r Jaffray walled the deck wher the soa vas calm, sometimes with =0 and free
guently with a noted Chinese onat, Dr Weng, who was en youte to Versailles for
the pesce treaty. “ir Jaffre,y', recall, had clear ideas of what ghould be done with
respect to the Tar Fast. Many times in later years I observed that Dr Jaffray usually
travelled with a suitcase @f booke and vwhen weather wap rough he werked constantly

in his bunk preparing material fo% ﬁb}i&fim.

During these daye and later,after we were met in Haiphong Ly Rev W OsCadnan
and Sev RJ.'iesJackoon, r Jaffrdy clearly stated hisc convictions on the nature of
Church Seginnings and Church Growthe We faced & unique opportunity in Indo-China,

ibe Alliance was the only Frotestant mispion, exdppt for Lhe Swise Hretiwen "issionm

in Lood, woriing in an area of responsibility that soom would comprise nore than 23 S
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million people. Our location between China on the lorth and India with it*s neighbors f
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My Cadman slready was laying the fopfidation for our Publication Department. lle had
cone to South China originally ap’an experienced printer to asgist Mr Jaffray. 'Mre
Cadman was a student of Jreek dnd Hebrew and was deeply interceoted in the preperation ‘
of literatureé. | '

It isc noteworthy that in the call and gelection of Alliance mipsionariecs,
thore usually are men and women available for epecial miniotriess Thus whon wo oXe
tended mipsionary worlk to Cambodia, Thailand and lLaos, tranglators were available,

Rov b.L.Poffe in Laos, Rev. AsLJdlammond and others in Canbodia and Thailand.Additional

apeoial.tata have followed in their trainm,
IRy PFHRT P T T A
At owr annual migsionary confercmce held in Tourane 1520, Mr Jatfr:w urpged

that we begin our Pible Tpaining School immediately. The emall group of missionarics
on the ficld was comitted already to individual ministrice and some felt it wan not i

. yet time to open the Sehools $¥*and Mrs WnC.Cadman in the Forth and Reve JDeOlcen

in the South were occcupied with bible translation in addition to station ninistries.
Rev and "pp B.JF.Irwin, Rove I.R.Stebbing and Rev B.l.,Jackeson were engaged in ovangele
1otic Blledey ond T was left as the only aveilable appointec. HMesers Irwin and
Stebbing wore teaching 2 class of young men and gome of these became the nucleus of
our Uible School which was opened after my marrisge ¢o Ruth Goforth in June 1921,
Thic institution had buable though ambitious beginnings. 'r I wints horse stable,
with manger intact was clossgroom for the dozen beginuners. These young men represented
students, secretaries, art d peasants. Some % educated in French schools
ot ers had received the ol% gﬁ training.Ve had the Soriptures in Vietnamewe,
Chinepe and latin, Today meoftheari?.mlﬁu_ 10 sinthe churehot
Vietnam. There is a real contrats between, tho %ﬁ and th; / .a’
m; md m awau

tont nt étnamese teachors
Revele van %d.
wos added, Rovs Ung van Huyen, Reve le nmen fmh,nev. Doa.n van Mieon amd Heve van

Today Rove Ong van Hyyen io dean of the Semimary with a combined staff of
va.o'moae and American teachors.
Our B4ble School program eamphasized the building of an indigencus church,
Each ctudent signed a peper indicating that he was being trained for a mlt-mm-
ing church ninipgtyy. Hven though he might have sold possoseions to attend schoel
there was no guarantee of a jobe It required sericuc effort and time in a colontal :
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atnaaphera for this to regloter. Ve porsisted in the Dible School and in the -districts
to make effective the indigencus progrome Mr Jaffray sometinmes used an illustration
of & ladder with rungs. Bach teon giving members asbould take care of one tenth of

& workerts support. Thie was nover applied literally but it was used to challenge

the men in their achieving the goal. Churches became selfe-supporting long before they
had one hundred giving members. One studont now a long time pastor in a selfesuporte
ing church was ghocked when I aghked thaet he eat at home in order to reduce expences’
at Schools *Do you mean to say', he enquires,* that I am going to be shut out from
gharing in the grace of God? In one sense he was right, for the fellowahip of stue
dents on an ansterity basis was indeed a place for grace. Until a break through oce
curred it was necessary to use constant heavy preseure to reach ourCiuREs Widxmex
thoronrdieripantars ¥ARP men proforred to be under missionary oversight rather than
work with and under their own local church committee. One pastor insisted that his
church was unable to fully meet his oupports, When I talled with his coanittee they
caid thoy were quite willing to meet his full support but the pastor did not desire
to be fully cbligated to thems Fext weel he was. When worked out in love the mission-
ory insistence on the right program does not promote discord. Gunce the Vietnamese
church realised that it was truly an indigenous movement under the direction of the
floly Spirit they asscumed reppneibilities in a delightful manner. For many years no
Church program or conferonce has been -nrrtod ﬂﬁr by miseiénaries, othor than to co=

operate ap requescted. B
At first the curriculum was arranged so that A_stg;dnnt/ spent one year imn Schoel

andone year in the work, until he had completed three years of studye. There wae a
preparatory course for those who were not ready for the regular studiess. Later the
rule become two years in School, then one year in the District before the final
ochool term. It wag difficult to =maintain cur schedule because miscionaries were
unwilling to release a valuable man after one year. it required much pressure to get
the mon back but it bhad to be and the Schoel succeeded in getiing them, beni.

Student preachers werc sent lorth to Tonkin and South to CochineChina.Origine
slly moat of the mon came from Tourane and nearby districts but before lous we had
ctudente from Tonkin and CochineChina, This contributed greatly teo the unity of
the Church, As in all ccuntries thore are sectional rivalries and differences in diue
locte We had several problems but these were solved by the grace of God.

It was @ red-letter day when the firet B PR AR SO Cochine
China, including a fine group from Rev.ﬂ.A.JnLLsnn'ndpintric Thoy were enthusiactic
and sonetimes & bit agpgressive and before long there was trouble botween them and one
of the ctudent monitors. The Southern men claimed that the monitor was too severe dnd
one day he himeelf broke Scljool regulationo. The Southern group came to me and ingisted
that the man in question be Gigmissed from school because according to their custom




he ﬁné'guilt{y of immorality. Ve dealt with the matter aad while it Ira{f clear that#
he shoule be diseiplined and removed from his position as monitor, there was no
proof of immorality. I asked the men to pray about the matter and to trust God to
wort thinges ocute The leader, Mr le¢ dink Tuoi come back & few days lator and said that
ofter muck prayer their ultimatum was, I must diemiss the accused and if not they
would roturn to their homes in the South. This was a serious problom, just when the
f£icld wag increasing in unity. Finally I had to incist that unlepe the leader obeyéd
School regulaticns bhe would be sent home. Mr Tuoi was adamant in his insistence but
during thie time “rs Jeffroy continued to tedeh him the organ and acted as though
everjthing was quite normal. It was one of the hardest things I had yet had to go
through in the school, and when the day came that 'ir Tuoi was to cmbari for Saigon
he apized permaipsion to say & word to the students. As he stood up the Lord came down
on the entire group and " Tuoi broke down in weeping, confession and prayers Frequente
ly in years after he become president of the Victndmege @hurch Mr Tuci reminded
pastors that in order to serve Gpd and be used of Him, we must yield wholly to His
will, *Iy may be' he said, *like me Gpd will have to break you by the power of His
lovets He was deoply convicted, he said by the fact that Mps Jeffrey showed such a
spirit of gympathy and love even though he wae resisting school authority.

Another student came to us from canbndag.. One day in class he stoed up and
ahowed the veins in cach forearm where several gold needles were embeddeds Tiey could
~ not be seen but we could feol them. 'These necdles’ A seid Mr Hong,' were put in

veins in the name of Satan to protect me frgh my onmemicse The LUrd has told me to
have them cut out's Sco we went down to mee the French doctor, At first the doctor
was purprised and said the neeédles would cpause no barm but when he listemed to 'r
Heng's testimony councerning his reason for having thea cut out, he said te me, '!'cm

surely have a Gospel that changes tho he be those nationals? oV “ #'f)\

27
1 have a:lfg’ag ﬁén%on;:{dwt{at Mr cm{m an expnrinncnd printer and ,‘54

had bogun to publish literaturc. A firot he had only a gmall hand press but latoer
a J.argJ machine was cecured.barly mhlieationa mclndod a catechiom, a popula.r tract
translated from Chinese on the True and the Falses Thon & bible ine

the Goopels, ligw Testament and finally the entire bible in Vietnamese, bib +

was tranclated and publisched m:; M A
soc.toty. My Cadman snrrm Vie

was deeply intorested in the Seriptures. Ope of the young men wvho worked with Mr
Cadman is today a translatiog expert active in getting out Christian literature,
Others who worked with 'y Cadnan now have their own printing establishments.

Whilo missicnoaries wore interned for more than two years during the
pecond World War, the Preps continued to operate under the direction of the Vietnamese

Chuzrch president, Rev le mw end Rev Tpan van De District Chairman.in T \ . Th e




< ¢ 26 insert at the end of Bible Institute 4. Lae /‘[

Later lomeraffiiomer-Dixon who had cpered a mumber of street chapsls
in the o:lty of Hanoi began 2 Short Tesm Bqble School. This dﬁxoimd as a splendid
prepapatory course for studeante who later went to Tourane. sesvilosmruRixan vas a
gifted bible teacher and a keen student af Viatmeaou w engaged algo in litere
vy work ond ministered to a group of Tribes! poople in 7 .
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youns mon mentioned in the preceding paragraph, Mr Do duc T isedited the Bible >
Hagazinoc. The war situation forced the cloging of the FPress and later after Yy
Cadman's doath it woao moved South to Dalat, Here agaln labor troubles necessitated
our cloging the Press and our uge of local presgces in Saigons In order to keep
within our budget and avoid excossive costs of Fpench owned presses in Saigon, it
was nécessary to use and train men who would meet our requirements. Iy hard work
this succeded and competent work is being dones The objective of a private owned
prece with adequate space and equipment has not yet been achieved,

Du;r:l.ng poveral years before the Breos was moved from Hanol, publication
was undertaken by Mpe Jeffrey doing mimeograph work. This was made possible
by the Bible Hed:ﬁarion Leasue who pent regular ghipments of paper to the field,
Many ©d Dp Bimpsonts books were tramslated and mimeographeds The *Dawn' magasine £
tor young people and nonechristisns wes beghn in 1947, Biblo Meditation League has

continucd to send repular funds for publicatign wor Vie © or, &
5 —UALAN Ty T
Wty BTl e M T ,,
_ (24 2

The dove ma)fé of @ competent publicatiol department since the war has m»f/
Slﬂ'hﬂtﬂuﬂd" ’ : e ~31 a e e A %
recont literaturc Conferenéce, February 1963, in Honglkong cmm‘Ms; Lele _ b =
King Foreign Secretory of the Alliance, with delegates from mral;\fhm has '

laid polid planc for expanpion. Many yeaks ago tho Vietnamese Church committee wae
urged to set apart a specialist to represent thet &n Publication Work. Various ?

Lk

x

thinge combined to hinder this but now men with necessary qualifications are in i
sight although the present full scale w& requires guch men for nmilitary service. '@%
From the "icsion standpoint every effort has been made to avoid a Western slant on :
publicationse. Good teamework between the ¥ijssion and the Church is opening the

way to improvement. THis applies to Sunday School publieations, Bovotinadl books
Preacherts Helpe and books for a Preacherts library. Not every preacher is a writer
vwhether he be in America or Vietnam and we do axp rejoice that sdch men are being

raiged upe Anong those who have been active in preparation of Vietnalese l:ltantm)'

ares Rev Ong van Buyen, Rev Doan van Mieng, Rev liguyen van Van, Rev liguyen thabh

Hang, Rov Pham xuan Tin, Rov Ie van Thai, Rev l¢ hoang Ppu and Rev Tran thu Quang,

0f khose My Tin who for years has been a missionary among the Tpibes has carricd

on faithfully with very little support behind him, Other talented young men ape
contributing and there are great possibilities for the future,

Colportours.

One veory important mthed of Church extengiocn was by the use of colportourrs.
Bopetimes mem travelled alone and in pbher cases they worked as a boat team. Many
churches were established by thoge colporteurs, often ig icolnted locationse. Some
of the cotbPfours became pastors of churchese Rev.fuynhk ven lige with his boat and
team of colporteurs was instrumental in opening many churches in CochineChina,

Men trained in ploneer work under Mr liga knew vwhat it was te sacrifice. Rev Doam v
vzn Mieng yewx now predident of the Enagleical Church in Viet [am began his ministtry
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as a young voluntary colporeur working with Mp Nga. 7
The Church Univerpcal,

The Viotnemose Church profited by contact with national leaders and missionaries
fron China, India and other speakers from abroad. The memory of these nectings is
fragrant with a ppirit if unity, love and abeence of criticism. Ty ore were visiting
evangerlists, men liken Silaps Wong, Leland Vong, Andrew Gih, Timothy S.K.Dzao and more
recontly Pagtor Chavan, Philip Teng and others. loteworthy was the arfival of Dr
John Sung in 1958, Mrpg Jeffrey had read of his compaipgns in China and urged that he
be invited to Indochinae. Dr Sung's minigtry still bears fruit. His choruses continue
to be sung and witnessing bands have contfnued umkik to this daye I bolieve hic’
minigtry had a great deal to do with establishing a desire for strong apiritm
national leaderg in the minds of Vietnomese pastors and christains.Perbapes more
than any other he gave impetus to an indigenous church policy. Other Buropean aand
Amorican cpeulors have contributed to the spiritual development of the Churche

Obgotecles.

An attempt was made in colonial daye in 1926 to block the growth of the
Churchs It was claimed that Protestants werc permitted tovmm in certain
troaty porte and in Coehh-chiga in the South, A number oi.;‘pranch&ra were imprlocnads
including Rev Ong van Huyem mow dean of the Bible College in Fiatramg. In the ity
©of ihatrang pastor liocu, now retired, was arrested and sent out to wotk with the
read gang and to sweep the streets of the city whore he had been a paster. He witnossed
to fellow prisoners and to his guards, He won converts and scon was promoted by
thom to be water-carrier and proacher. Alweys possepsing a keen sonse of humor My
lieu wrote mo ome day and smuggled the letter out :soemhow. Would it be all right he
asied if he baptized by effusion instead of :I.uners.tqn because he only had a pail
of water. Wjuld the use of a poor grade of tea in serving communion be ia line with
the constitution? H*s official board compriced execriminals of every sort including
nurdererce When newn of the imprisomaent of Vietnamse pastors reached Fronce, Ptotes-
tant members of the Fpench Chamber of Dopuuu used their influence and the men were
quiekly releaced. Quite unexpectedly I was met in Tourane by My ldeu with hic ine
fectious saile, How did you get out? I dontt know, they just sent me out but the
group in prison wept when I left. o testing was in God's plan to prepare the
Church for greater trials that lay ahead.

Growth.

It bhas been a joyful privilege to watch the development of maturity in
Chusch lepdershipe In early years the workers insisted that we take the lead and
we eq insisted that they must do so. Today no such situation exists. Agaian
and again by pationce and good timing problems were solved in their own conference
sessionoe The Vietn-mese Church is respected for itg integrity by Government and
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othor ageqéiee throughout the country, A real victory was gained whem Church leaders
ptood firm againgt intrusiog inm Church goverpment by zealous goveranent youth
leoaders who insigted that each local church must have an official To Cao groupese
investiggtion group against communist propaganda. I' was quietly but fimmly pointed
out that while all citisens must be leyal and abide by govermnment regulations yet the
Church must remain a spiritual organisation apart from any official government =mms
nestiensy organisation. i
Congtitution,

The need for a Church copmstitution was ouggested by the Foroign Depertment
of kimcttamdum our sociéty and the-—meed aloo was recognized on the fields Dr AlCe
Snead on behalf of the departnent laid down the principle that the local church
and ite requirements should be besic, everythifiB®Huarantee the froocdom of the local
church groupe Our Vietnamese leaders had no definite suggestions to offer eso I took
the constitution of the Prescbyterian Church and our own Alliance constitution as a
basis and sdapted it to localy diotrict and national church reguirments in Vidtnam.
Considerable detall was ad d thic was strongly criticisec by come as going too
nuck into detoil, Approved by the Foreign department the constitution was studied,d, Z/
rev!.net} and adopted by the General CGouncil of the Viotnamse Church. There were é‘(,

atteapts to miseuse ... soeument but gracually a proper balamce preveileds Later )é/z
whon an attomps was made by & amall dicocident group to take over the Church and ’4@ “
imprison its loaders, the constitutican was a Lulwari (o prevent the attempt. The falce
chargos woere carried even te the courts but were completely disproved. Some have
maintained that a congtitution ig a hindrance to ppiritual developamcut but like

any form of law the trouble lies with .the flesh rather than with the regulations. The
Church sometimes has paid too much attention to the tlettert or taken an ultra
cogservative ctand. lovertheless it has aveided grave dangers of lawlescnooss The

Church congtitution was and is helpfyl in ing selfsgupport and self-governe

ments Only those churches that ﬂﬁéﬁ t ing arc entitled to all the prive
ileges of the Naticnal Churche

was nmade
n?ee nttmp% to abolish the precont constitution and substitute another

in its place. It was suggested thot instead of the local church being basic, everye
thing should werk from the top down. This would allow for onme leader with assictants
with everything under theilr control. This is an atteampt to introduce the idea of

Big Govermmeat' and it has been presentédd very persuasively. The Vietnamese liational
Church aspembly thus far has stood strongly in faver of the domocratic procedure in
gpite of strong presgure in favor of excessive centralipation,

Ordinations

Ordination of pastors is provided for in the Church constitution. It was
Becepcary and still is, to avoid delaying the ordination of men who are gualified




cmdfuhc are paptors of self-supporting churchep. liere ip where tho “yal
nind needs windeom and paticnce when it foels the pooo is too olow, The Boly

Spirlt alone can give truc balance when umnccescary delay and Ylaying on of
honde suddenly' are oqually to be aveided.

Indigenocun,
Becaupe it wap the only ovengelicel group in Vietnam and entirely cuton-
oaous the Church was not organized as part of a Vestern denomination, Actually
the question of its being om Allinncé Church did not come up for coasideration as
it han in geme of our fieldn where there are other denominations already in exe
igstence. Therc arc close tlec with the isslon and with ito doctrimal pésmition
cloarly oxprossed in the Church conctitution, Origirally the ideal of the Church
and of nyself warp that any other group coming to Vietnam would work with and through
thie United Gospel Churche This has not been realized but the desire for true fel=-
lowghdp and unity is there. Thoro could be cof ocourse a danger of doveloping aloyg
monolithic lines But this need not be. With z memberchip ¢ lepp than one hundred
thousznd the Church im Vietnam io still in its youth.
Eaupenionl Kownenicity®
Stops were talenh by remrocontatives of the World Couneil of Chuches
in Genova to bring the Vietneamese Church officially imto its followship. 4n
official rocpresentative wns sent to Viet llam and considorable relief holp was
provided whick was greatly avprecioted by the Church. Being committed to a
clear-cut evanrolicod and bidle program the Viotuemese Church, whilo recoguicing

true fellowsaip, ic not committed to membership in the cdumenical organipation.

"Hecionory Vicilone

L0rly in its hictory the Church in Vieitnam deveioped a missichnory vicion. tuis
desire was implanted by the Holy Snirit in the hoorts of amissionariss and Vietname
oece tulike., RBov HsA.Jac:.mon and Rev G.J.Smith were leaders in thie missicaary
thrust among thbe Tribes people.,inhebiting a large territory and presentiny an ur-
gont challenge. The - = ~ay Lave aade & niptake in developing the Viatnamese
mhxxbaen micsionary :‘,-——-7!—{1 under "4esion cuparvision rather tkan a Chureh cone
trollad program. lieverticless important advances were =aade by Vietnamese minsione
aries as well s the work carried on by workers from along the Tribal groupo. Viote
namose worliers bhave perved with distiction in aroas out from Saigon, Dalat, Bane
‘methuct, Donagr, Gue and Guang Tri. And now in re-settlement villages and otrategio
homlets thero is true misgionary activity by younp student vorkers. The prescures
of wor Lave added difZiculties to the migcionary program but tho fire of lova is
still burning, A strong Tribets Digtrict under their own lesaders is beinpg developed
but there are otill larps sections of the country unremched with the Goopel.

The Church missionary outlook has extonded to Cambodiz and Laope Rev .icuyen
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heu Nhuong end his wife who for many years accomplished a great work in Bane w
methuot area have been sent by the Church as missicnaries to lacs, After attends
ins the third South EBast Asia missionary conference held by the Alliance in Home
boanga, Rov Dpan van ’jeng precident of the Vietnamese Church has constantly
urged the church %o move forward in ite missionary effort, A substantdal offering
wvac taken at the General Church Opnterm in Saigon im Jyne 1965 for the surport

of a mipsionary among the Chanm po jet
Relief C{H

Before the recent World War the gquestion of selfe-pupport in focal churches
vag virtually assured. During more than two years of missionary interament the
churches carvied on effectively. lLater wher fighting was savage between French and
Hationalist forges, many coagregations were greatly weakencd materially. Conpgro-
gations were dispersed and the economic pituation deteriorated. One day Rev Ie van Thail
president of the Cpurch came to me and sald, *Mr Jeffrey we must have some temporary
financial help for the preachers, probably not for more than one yeart. Ve discupe
sed the danper of permoment subpidy and the need for naintaining the principle of
selfecpunporte Mr Thai ascured me that the men understood clearly that this was
emergency relief and not cubsidy and that it was definitely a temporary measure.

5 mi #mmi Vgosion headquarters approved but this temporary welieft
lagted more tm a year. In every district a emall group and gradually all of tho
men began to feel the pull of natiomalipstic propagenda, The Church nust be subsie
dized, America is well able to do it ond owes it to use Tpe oldor leaders under=
stood the tsue position but werc belpleen against the rising tide of nationalistic
feeling. I met with the preachers, Horth, Sguth and Center. Feelings werc very in-
tense. The men sald, VIf you were not an old friend, we would not even meet with
you', For days during hours at a time I was under great prossure. When I ingipted
that neoither those at our headguarters in America, nor the field could forsalke the
principle of an indigenous church, ite very existence depended its being self-propagate
ing, I was anicworod by the full weight of on emoticanl appeal and the charge that
we wore not acting in love. In the end the orisic was passeds Ve did have to relieve
prescure by forwerding their appeals to headguarters but the Fereign Departmont
stood fime. A few attenpts were nmade later to revive tho issue but the Church had
voted to talke an immediate withdrawal of pwbeidy and not, as they said, a gradual
cutting off of the dog's tailt, During the change from clder ot younger aen in
Misasion and Church leadership the Church has continued te grow in grace.

1t is sonetimes claimed that missionaries on the field, especially as they
got older, ore unduly suscaptible to cmotional financial appeals, There is o danger
but tihde-constant adainistrative reponeibility usually works the other way.One
handicap on our fiecld was conforence ingistence that matiomal workers be given
an allowance for each child. Tyis was praiscworthy on the ground of fair remunore




ation but it did not fit in with a program of turning things over to a 10 Z‘/
church o{mgroat!.on as soon &s it came into being. It was up to the Church to
set ite own standard. It was beneficial on the other hand for congregations to
understand that shiyzmimuild a proacher was worthy of his hire.'rom a spiritual
standpoint it ic encouraging to note the steady growth of the Church in realising
ite financial responsibility.
Evangeliom
Theo Vietnamese have a vigorous program of evangeligation and of reaching
rioncor districts. When 1& the Churdh committed itself officially to the policy
that each local church must be responsible for iis pastor, even in times of
energoncy )'Lt belioved that stronger churches would help those that were weaoker
in times of distrecss The Mjssion was requested %o give pome financial ascistance
in four areast Bible School, Publication, Evangelistic teams and Bioneor advance
in areas totally unreached. Young student p{naohars have gone into settlements
and strategic hemlots to establich churches under very difficult conditions. Evane
geliotic teams are penetrating new territory in constant danger and also are
helping in local areas. In all ditricts groups of churches are working together
in amngount t‘in,t % m’i yfem. Thic is entirely a nat:.oufu.
Church Mo fasr ept where e in a popition to assiste. The finamcial
needs are great and wha_nsver poooible we phare with them on a personal bacis, We
know that if ouddenly every missionary were withdrawm the Church would remain,
*Stoadfast, ummoveable alwayo abounding in tho work of the Lorde. Bkt thic fact
ic no reason for our withdrawel as long @s it is possible to chare with them in a
etrugele against overwhelainc oddse
S“tao
. The Church hag maintained its bible doctrimal position in relation to
ational sectoe Ope of the leaders of the Cao Dai movement was for ima a time in
contact with Rev Je.D.0lsen as an enquirer bumagdnot go on, Vhen Mr Olsen wag
killed in an accident this religious leader mimmms hiz sympathy in a telegram. In
CochineChina a sect was founded by 'Mr Do Dai and nomed the 'Banana Cocanut Scciety',
This proup was vegetarian and the members used to ge into ms and opoalk in
tongues. My Do Dai and his group of several hundred asked to Join the Church as
believers in Christ. Thie did not work out because Ong By Dai claimed to be
a prophot of God quite apart from his relationship to Cprict. He was a remarkeble
charactor but quite tied up to his own claims. Many of his followers otill have
their bibles amd hymnals and still hold to their own peculiar beliefs. A former
cnlposrtm has been fxyimpckex witnesoing recently to members of this groupes
Institutiocns.
For many yeéars the Church has felt the need for High Schools and come are
beginning to talk of a University. Had there been no war it cecms likely that the
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s snionary Ceontribution.
Bopie in misgiBnary contribution to Church Growth is the regular district
niniotry of the missionarye Tgoaching, preeching, visiting, Short Term Bible
Scheol scecicn, Daily Vacatlon Byble Schools, Classes for women and mmmy other
avenues of service are iancluded. Some also have been called to serve with the Bible
Society in the vital task of Seripture distribution,

< Conptant evangelistic oﬁ‘u‘t was conducted by Alliance missionaries in
Tonkin prior to forld War 2. 'ﬁ were greatly undorstaffed end when in 1954 the
country was divided at the l?th papallel, there were fower Frotestant Christians
in Tonkin than elgewhere in Vjetnam, Approzimately balf of the workers and
believers moved to the Souths Ipn Saigon Harthe#_’;g W ‘,%Er“

My and Mpe Fruett, My and ips R.HJMM

Soutkerners oftes ack news concerning My Ferry. The list of missionaries in
Vietnam who hove served with distinction in basie district ministry iz too long
to enumerate here. There is a day coming vhen the entire otory will be unfolded.
Without this major contribution to Cburch G_owth by missionarics and by natione

al poectors, cvangeliscts end colporteurs all other special ministries would be
lopgely ineffective,

Tho Church in Vietumm and missionarics ere not umniundful of the essential
ninistry of the Poreigm Dopartacnt of the Alliance ML BxESRRSR o Chureh Growthe
IN fact all pastods, vorkers and Frayer Groups of the Society are vitally
involved in that growths Chufch membership abroad exccede tuat of Alliance
churches in America. And that is a major reason for our emistence as a Society.




‘Bigh School program might have materialised, Subseriptions were taken in each ofn 2‘/7’
tvo districts. Othor progra@e have been carried forward, Tpe Orpbanage at Nhatrang
under the sponsorship of the Cpristien Cpildrents Fund is a model of national
efiiciency. Rov Ie van Tpad has been the key mam in doveloping this orphanage
which vas originally eponsored by Rev EJJ.Irwin, field chairman at the time., Cther
euch institutions are contemplated. Memnonite doctors and nureges and builders
aseioted in the leprosevium at Banmethuot. lLater they opened at cliniec at Lha=
trang under the auspices of the Vietnamese Cpurch end this may develop into a
hospital in that area. The growth of christian ingtitutions is noymal procedure

as the Church grows and believers are able to contribute to the sociml and edue
eational needd of its owvn conctituency and of the community.

Church Duildingo.
Zpo importance of aittractive church buildings io sometises minimised. For

nany years church buildings in Viet lem chowed a sad lack of any sort of architece
turee. The Bociety had no sample plamns, so on one furlough 're Jeffrey and I decided to
pecure & plan for a contemplated church building in Salgon. One day in Ohio wo saw
e Lutheran church that looked right so we took a picture and later a Saigon
architect adupted this plane As & recult almost all new churches built by the
Victnamese have basically followed this building plan, Teday in most of the

world thexre is no such thing as an abgelute indigencus pattern, the whole world
is contributing, cometimes itc bost and sometimes ite worst. It io just as truc
Qvroad ag in America that am attractive though unpretentious building can be of
great help in Cpurch growthe In Viet Nam buildings are important in order to
emphasize the permencence of the work as well as the true dignity of the Church,
Meetings in private homes are not permitted by the government because they fenr
political activity. Tuere are dangers of course from undue emphasic on ocutward
material growth which must be kept secondary to the building of the spiritual
body of be lievers in Cprist.

Faithful unto Doath.

Many Vietnamese christioms have been called to lay down their lives during
years of bitter fighting in Viet Name I rofer not only to those who have been
called to militery service. Many have been put to death because of their loyalty
to Christ and His Church. Bithout cause other then vague suspicion men, women
and children have been shof or beheaded with the heavy hoes used in the country.
They suffered with Christian courage and gave clear tesctimony of their faith in
Jesue Christ. Ope Chriotmae threo descons from Truong An digtriet decided %o meet
for worship at Tourane where they would meot many frionds whom they had rot goon
for a long time. They cet out with bibles and hymnals but as they passed tLircugh
French lines they were stopped and without trial wero token to the river bonic




e 5hot. <hey were given time to lLneel in prayer, S8everal pactors inc udiag v
in one instance husband, wife and aon hove been put to demth by anti government 2'71
forces., In 1452 at Thach Ban Mr Truong Len deccon of tho local church was bo=
headod with a hoes io had remained in the area to engcouraze and strengthen leeal
beolieverc sven though others had left. Vbhor condemned to dle he rgfquested tine
to proy after whieh he aocked that word bo sent to his wife snd children urging
then to be faithful unta death and never 0 sworve from theoir allegiance to
Christ. Our IVrd said, tUpon thic roek I will build my Church and the gates of
bell sbsll not mrevall agoaingt it')l Truly the blood of the martyrs is the aved of

the Church, in evary land,




Chinege Work ( Add 10 a or somewhore)

There are peveral thriving Chinese church congregetions in Vietnam,
Originally Chinese work began in Cholon, now mmalgamated with Saigon) under
oupervision fron WuchBS ER:*hiBRstea by Rev J.D.Olson. Mr Wai ( check his full
name) the present pastor was troined in Wuchow and ie very popular with our
Vietnomege pastorse Before him other Chinece workers had been sent from Wuchow.
This church 1s now officially linked with...(see official name of Leland
Wong's groupe This orgunisation really was ectabliched by Dr Jaffrayeess)
Anothor congregation wap organised by Rev Hya hong Long who was trained at
Tourane. Thio group is chiefly from among those who speai the Swatow dialecot.
( Or Chiecu Chieu? ) Alliande missionaries trancferred from Sputh China are
carrying on a vigorous program anong Chincse spealdng Vietnamese. A styong
Alijance 'Cpineme church in Saigon is workking in full fellowship with the Vietw
namese Church. Cther Chincse ppeaking congregations have been orgsaised in
Central Vietnom and in Combodia and Chinese speaking Alliance mipeionaries are
worliting with thoms The Overseas Missionary Feilowship ( Checkc official name of
Cele ) have also begun work among Chinesme in Saigon. Although there is no
United Chinese Church in Vietnam, the several grouvs are working together in
real fellowshipe '




Youth Work.

Youth Work and & vigorous Sunday School progras were stressed in w Nea
Dis$rict undor the direction of Mrs BJJF.Irwin and lator by other missionary
ladies. This 'ninintﬁy \#ﬁ zen devoloped througho %?{% Churc¢h and
by nispionaries alike. 5 lmvu been sppo:l.nte itnesoing Bands,
ladio, Childrons' and Y Luth Verk, The Migsion ip aaa:lsting h mtant
prosram by allocating a number of younger missionaries to Y uth work in many
important centers.

In 1941 the first Youth Conference was held in the Soutl in connection
with the annual Southorn District Confercnce, The fellowing year it became and
continues to be a resaw Touth Conferconce reprecenting the entire field amd
fully organised on Rimkxx National, District and local levelss One of the
greatest ene chmh Gpowth in Vietnam is the vitality of Iouth
activities mo{mﬂ aa&armli in full fellowsohip with the overall Church
progrofie Without this thrust the Church could easily have begun to shrivel,
Quite a oumber of young and old are active in Youth ministry including Rev ,
Hguyen son Ha a third goneration christian, Rev Fhem xuan Tin and Rov Pham van

ieue laymen also are taking part in Fouth extension werk including 'ir Fuynb
aish ¥ vhd is a member of the Vietnamese National Assemblye

-

PR TR S5 (555 JHSE T ST W SR — "+ ST

ad.

STE | W TNy

|
-
t._ R T ot Y i e,




