CHEO REC, PHU BON, YIET NAM MARCH 1975 R.W. REED
The Lord privileged us to return for esight wonderful months to the
place we have called home for the last sighteen yeara. Cheo Reo, Phu
Bon iz an area that Is 90% Jarei tribes people. This /s not a report

Por the past year, but a report of church growth as of February, 975,

In the province there are six churches and three unorganired groups of
Christians., All of these are Jaral tribespeople except for three. OF

thess three, one is made up of Mroi tribespeople; another Is Hrs tribes
peopla.'rhase two groups have been resettied in the arsa. The third is

that of Vietnamese,

The Vietnamese work has besn a struggling work for a number of years and
was pastored by a young student pastor. This group numbars about 30 people,
The pstor of this group is now in Danang and all the Christians that were
able have r'ied tﬁvard the coast of Viet Nam. The Hrol tribes church is

only o year cld, as the peopls newly arrived in our area, There is an esti«
mated 500 cbristians in this group, most of them new in their faith. The
Vietnamese student pastor to this group is also in Danang at a churceh confer-
ence, The Hre church group arrived with their tridal pastor just ens month
ago, fTleeing the VC from Quang Noai province. The number of Christians is

unknown. They and their pastor are now under VC controi.

The remaining six wvorks are Jarai and are pastored by two Jarai pastors

and rive lay leaders. The largest church group is in the town of Chao Rso,
the Pﬂ’?°fa Ama HIRi, is an exceffont feader. This church numbsrs 200 abtive
Christians, and completely conducts its own program without !oaderaﬂib rrom
the missionaries. We work with and were a part of this éhurch; E&éh weak
four or rfive witnessing teams go out from this church to surrounding villages
to hold gospel mestings. Each week two to three hundred psople hear the |
gosapej from these groups. This work wit]l continue to ruﬂbtion openly uniass

the newm government now in the area Porbids it.
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This church conducts weekly home Bible studiesy each study group being
led by ona of the elders of the church. The pestor and elders of the
church regularily minister to the sick by anointing and prayer. Thesa

Christians give faithfully to the support of their pastor.

The pastor of this main church alsc has the oversight of another church
and two other Christian groups. The other church is in the teprosy viitlage
of Plel! Tomak. The pastor visits weekiy, and the church of about 60 feprosy
patients give to the support of this pastor and hig travel costs.

OFf the two Christian groups the pastor oversess, one /s in the djistrict
town of Phu Thien. The Christians have thelr own church buiiding and

number about 100, They are lead by two lay leaders, who conduct the mid week
services of prayer amnd young peoples. These men have a ministry of prayer
for the sick and conduct Sunday services when the pastor or missionary is

absent. This group also conducts its own witnessing program in the villages.

The other of the Christian qroups has been the fastest growing, and now
numbers over 130. This gqroup is only six months old and the leadsrs of

this group, too, are new Christians and are to be baptized on Laster Sunday.
This group thrilts our hearts. Ama Biot is the natural leadear and he is
assisted by Ama Nuen, a Paithful Barnabas., Thess two young men regularly

ge to nearby villages and with their beat~up accordian sing and witness to
the glory of God. They faithfully go and visit and encourage the new bel iev-
ers, they pray frer the sick and help the Christians and the "yst-to~be-
Christians® in any way they can. What a blessing it has been to fellowship

with these choice people of God.

This fast growing group has started building their chureh, that was to be
the the shape of a orossy but the group has already outgrown the initial
structure. They meet in the village of Plei Rongol, and in the month of

February increased by 56 new bel ilevsrs, Extensive witnessing has been
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carried on in villages areund Plei Rengol and vwe ruily expect this group
will inorease to more than 200 in a short time.

One other chureh group has bm;t; in the ares of Bon Whing mnf ted by a
retired paster, Awa Tet. This man has been & faithrul witness fer the Lord
during Imwprisonment and privatiens. ] don't know the number of this group
as it /s a regathering ef resettied Christiens and some new beil feversy |
vould estimate ‘the fr number at 30. Ama Tet went to organized this group

in January of thls year,

The teat work Is a church In the district tewn of Phu '7‘&5 that Is pastored
by a Jaui stodent pastor, Ama Rena. The church numbers nbouf 150, 1¢ once
numbered nearer %00 but uny 1 1 tho.n were soldlers who Thave besnm novod
my. Tﬁc ehurch vas stcrtod by & laym. This ohuroh, iike tim.eothers, is
auf‘-support fng and seir-prepaget Ing w'tﬁ & pustor uma a group of cldcra NG

who knov what to do. Because this church Is 30 miles avay frem us over very .

insequre roads, they have functioned much of the time witheut our onrg;_!gaf;fl_;'

: o . EY LR
Perhups the yreatest blessing in the Jaral church is the fact that we row ,

have the New Testament and Psaims-in the hands wf the people. The New Test-
ament was dedicatdd on Fabruary 16, 1975 ard was Yhen available to the
pecple. This work of transiation is the result of falthtui service by Mr.
Sang, a Vietnamese mi/ssionary to the Jaral, and severai er the missienaries.
The push that got it done was of the Lerd and came through Cheri ?0 Leng.

Ve had nothing to do with the transzlation, but hod ‘gm__“_--t.lrfil of using it
vith the people.

In February a lay leeders school was held In Pleiku. We taught vith other
crof the #/sslonaries. What a wondertul weskl We used the New 'riatcpints_fér
the Pirst time, and the 38 men that attended the school imiersed themselves

In the scriptures. Beside the regular class sessiemw, ve fed opm sossions

i}

of question and ansver periods. cm probioms were !!mud and scrlpTural

solutions found. Lay leaders reasponsibiiities were cleariy set out,

1,
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| The men bdegan te ask about cn?d-t ime events in the worid as the Nev Testa-
ment spoke of thewm, [t was d;lﬂﬂg what these men .-eould-ghiw _IH antigi=
pate was coming sn the worid. Seven ot these men were r'row Cheo Reo, feur
- of them are new leading churches.

In eight wenderful wonths we have Yeund the Jara! chureh very different
than when we fort It In 1967 te ge to the Dalat Soheol. The chureh had
matured and Inoredsed in number. Praise the Lord! The missiorary was net
ingéspensinle now, but he was stii! wanted. We vere mat superc.eved but
wvere suppi imented. We leave the Jaral church with fumps In oar throats
but no ache in eur hearts. Ve enjeyéd an excellent relationship. Thers
are no differenced te regret, no resekberance ef. bitter. werfis te stab.
our ocensciencd, We have only the longing in eur hedrts fer these, our
ochiidren and our btrothers in the Lord, We pray that God wiii keep them
strong in Hls leve, Yiliing ._th_mlﬂ»-marta- with #ie Spirit and supplyling
thelr dally needs. ' : |

Respectrtully submitted,

. Robart ¥, Read
& Jarai mlssionary
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