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As we bearded the plane In Salgon and winged our wmgzwlﬁﬁ%anmc-

thuet we wondered what we would find of our resettlement mnpu%
3/25/k¢

had lett the previous year. The reports of ihe,poliflcal situvation were
rather disturbing and security cendlitiens had deteriorated censl derably s nce
we had left on furleughe We wendered hew many ef our Christ ans were lett
and what waes thelr spirftual and ecenemical conditioens

Upen arrliving in Bapmethueot we were welcomed home by the mission=
arles and other friends. Later on we met two ot our siudent pasters whe had
te tlee trem their charges some time before beciuse of the advence of the red
tide. We learned that Thim Trach, KhudNgec 1¢n, Phdc Trach, Vy B&n, Cuing
Nhi2u, Pho Hoc, 2t Hiéz,-ggo Te' and Lé Thanh were all in V,C. hands, These,
were all places where we had churches already censtructed - and six of them

—
«d held great promise of becoming self-supporting within & vear, FPeople

asked us what we were gelng te do now that the resettlement work was closed,
Because of severe lravel resirlictions the meseduisksmest villages were beyond
our. reachs What had become of the Christians = the churches - the werk that
had gene on for six years? God's Word teld us In John 15316, "Ye have not

chosen me, but | haye chosen you, and erdained vou, that ye should go bemish

and bring forth Bruit, end that yeur $rulbt should remsln, that whal soever ye

shall ask of the Father in my name, he may glve it you."™ We knew that the re-
settlement work was net gelng te clese because the work was not ours, but the
Lord's, and He knows what Is the best thing for the advance of Hls church,

The. Loerd did net deem it necessary lto supply vs wlth the infermaticon of how

He was going te work, but He did instruct ws te priye. This we did with the
~antidence that the fviure wouvld bring glory ko Hils name. Gradvally we began
to see the Lord's direction In hbhe wo;k.

OQur first visit to the refugee center oulsi de Banmethuot began en

a depressing note, |t was & dark, drizzly day, and we pulled oft the maln
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highway on to & veritable "slough of desponds™ As we slithered through the
f_cd mud we saw the houses (1§ you could call the shelters made of scraps of
woad, bamboe, tin and canvis - housesl) People began coming cut toward the
car and we recognized Christlans from various villages, We held a service

in the home of ene of the Thim Trach Christlans, Atterward, while renewing
old acquaintances, we were sltruck by the tact that these people were thank=
Iing the Lerd for His geodness, Here they were - For the second time in a few
short years they had lest all they pessessed - and this, the second time, was
worse that the first! Then they at least had land on which te bulld & new

|1fee Here they were with hardly mere than the clethes on thelr backs, |iv=

tng Tn shacks made of whatever materlal they could "scrounge." They had ne
meney, ne werk and noet enough to eat, but still they had not lost their Christ=
fan testimony. They had remained! Then, as had happened so often before, the
witness that was given by them was attractive to those who had come frem vill-
ades where we had had ne Christians, and hence ne way of entering te reach
them fer Christs No, we couldn't geo te them, but the Lord brought them te

the place where they would hear of His love and mercy = and many belleved.

The Christlan families nownumber 74 In this village which has been named, "The
Village of Love."

We had net been back leng when we heard the news that the pastor ot

L€ Thanh had been killed by the V.C.'s. After taking his wife and child out
te Pletku for safety, he started back tor he telt that his place was In LE
Thanh, ministering te his tlocke On the way the bus in which he was ridingyg
was halted, and he was ordered oute The bus driver was told te centinue on
hls waye As the bus proceeded down the road they heard shots, but dared neot
return, The next moerning the Christians came out and smrrowtully carrled

~ 1e bedy oi-fhclr pastor back to the village for burlal. Why did Thfy Tén

haive to dle? We don't know, but we do know that the fact that he "counted

his 11te not dear” had a great impact on ether pasters whe had previously

\




been atrald for thelr cwn saftety.
il Shortly after this we had mere indication of the Lord's directlen
in the worke Flrst, one of our last twe pastors behind V.C. lines had teo
flee at midnight from the village he had been for the past vear. The account
of the way God led ind protected him was thrilling., After relocating in an-
other village, he and his wifte continued to minister te the needs of his first
congregations Although he himselt could not return, his wite made weekly vis~
Its back and teeck with her sermons wh Ich her husband had written out. But
then came the day when the V.C, held her prisoner, For 2! days she kept ask-
Ing them te release hers Finally, t1ring ef her persistence, they let her ge
with the warning she was never to return. At Phdé: An, where they were now
stationed, there was already a church building, bua as the young pastor put
It to us, It would be much better 14 1t could be moved to a quielter and mere
lseniral locations Al that time the church was on the outskirts of fown, and
.nen the gevernment and V.C, ferces had a battle, the bullets would fly abeut,
sometimes striking the gelvanized tin reef. This, he said, was distracting
and made [t difflcult fter the Christlians to worship peacefully and concentrate
on the message. In the few months that he spent at Phdéc An before returning
to Bible Scheol, this young man had led seversal ssuls te the Lord, moved the
church te an excellent piece ot property and put In some Imprevements in the
relocited builcings By his conduct he had given the church a goed, respected
name in the village. Now it was time for him to leave for school., ¥e thought
of moving the student pastor then working In the Banmelhvot refugee center
out to take his place at Phuéc An, but that would leave the refugee center
without a reslident pastor., However God was already working things out. The
last pastor lett behind V.C, lines came out and sald he thought it best T{ he
~—ame out to Banmethuot for & while, Up te now he knew he was In the Lerd's

will by staying and he was not the least bit atrald. But now, It seemed that

the Lord was telling him to move out, and all of & sudden he seemed to be afraid
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te stey - bul with 1t there was & peace that told him the fear was from the
.ord. Thls gaeve us }he apcn{ng we needed and the District Superintendent a-
greed that we should move the preacher from the Banmethuet refugee camp down fto
the government outpest vacated by the preacher returning to Bible Schoel, and
move this man Into the refugee camp.

This was just before Christmas and we wondered what the Christmas
programs were going to be like this year. We were & little worried, but should
not have been, fer the work is the Lord's, We are asked te serve and obey =~
the program ls Flse The government now came up with a plén to make this center
@ model for all the country, so the village was lald out in sfraight, even rows
each neat house having & good-sized yard around tt. Each religlon was assigned
@ large lot on which to bulld a chutchs Thispresented a problem, Where were
we goling to get the money to bulld? These tamilies had lost practically every=-

thing, so how would they have anything to glive to the church? But when the
Lord works In the heart of a man 1} is stringe what wil!l happens When the pas-
ter told hils people that they needed money to construct the church the response
was Immediate and enthuslastie. They premised SOCO$ (plasters) and thelr lab-
ours. lo answer té‘prayer, the week before Christmas the Christlans were able
to worship In thelr new butldingeeesecoBut now Tt was Christmas and mere money
was needed for decorating the church and for providing semething specisl for
the children. Agaln an appeal was made and this time they gave 20008. One of
the Christians who contributed was a widower with twe small children. In his
house he had ne furniture, just a dirt fleer, a flre and 4 mat tor him and his
children te sleep en. Every day he workgd he made just about enough money te
buy teod for thet day. Bul when the nc;d was presented he came forward te
glve. He pulled 110$ out of his pocket which was all that he had. "I want

“te glve to the Lord," he said. "But | also need to keep some meney for my

100
children." With that he gave JO0$ teo the church and kept 10§ ftor his tamily,
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» The evening of December 25th, the Christmas program was held in

.he new church building. Since ours was the enly church already up in the
village, many eof the villagers and village oftflclals attended.

But what was happening In other areas? What was going on behind

VeC. llines? Were the Christlans standing true? Were they still woershipping
Ged¥ As the new year came In wé began te hear of what the Lord was doling In
the Inaccessible places. In Qu:ng Nh1€u the Christians gave the Christmas
pregram just as the pastor had taught them befere he had to leave, and they
even Invited the V.Co officlals to attend! in Vy B6n and Phule Trach the
Christians prepared thelr own pregrams and presented them. In Tham Trach 1t
was mere difficult. During the past yesr mest of the Christians at Tham Tr«h
had left the village which had been taken over by the V.C. However there were
st11] some |m%¢ ameng the few hundred people lett In the villages, Among them
was @ man zealous for the Lord. He saw that the church was kept clean and
swept at all times, MNever did he miss worshipping eon Sunday, even i+ he was
the enly one In attendence. Every Sunday he brought his offering te the church
and put It aslide. As Christmas approached he declided that there should be a
Christmas pregram |ike every other year, so he planned ene ailﬁy himself. In
decorating the church he told the village peoaple and V.Co avthorities that tn-
stead of the vsval Christmas banner which proclalmed the happy anniversary of
Christ's birth, he felt thet this year the Lord weuld have him pul uvp & difi-
erent one In front of the church, saying: "Glory to God In the highest, and

on earth peace, goodwi!l! toward men.," He explained to them that his reason
for doing this was to let men know that net until they glerified God In heaven
would there be peace on earthe The church was decorated and ready, bul en the
24th., of December the gevernment forces came in, destroyed the villaqge, and

" rought the villagers out. 88 families (208 people) trekked through the moun-

talns toward the government district headquarters. The village at Gu:hg Trach

th aye.
which 1s under government centrel and where we have a church, was on ihe way
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There the Christians celebrated Christmas., This Christian had been able to
i scipe with only the palr of shorts he was wearing and a little money iIn hls
hand. After the Christmas service he gave his ottering te the church ftreas-
urer who at first refused 1t, saying that he should keep 1t as he had lost ev-
erything. However he answered,"Ne, this meney Is net mine but the Lord's, as
It Is the tithe that | have been glving over these many moenths, and now you
must accept 1+." The Christians In Gu:ng Trfch teok up a collection for the
refugees and presented them with 10 gunny sacks ef drled sweet potatees and
a sum of moeney., Cut of thelr poverty they giave te these who hid less thin they
Only Ged infthe hearts of men can do this! After Christmas the refugees centin-
ved their walk out to Lac Thl?n where the government is noew resettliing them.
We were able lto procure enough blankets to give one to each of the 88 ftamilles,
The Americans kindly tlew our student pastor at the Banmethuot refugee center
_out %o Lac Thign where he distributed them,
These are momentous days, days of unprecedented oppertunities.s Them
Is @ steady stream of humanity travelling through meuntains and over jungle
tratls to reach the safety of the refugee camps, Thq’nccd many things - food,
shelter, medicine, clothing, but mest ot all they need the Saviour. Hewever
there are sti |l these who are as yel unable to escape from the bendage of com-
munism, and among them are Christianss We pralse God ftor the reperts that they
are guarding thelr faith, firm on the foundatieon Ged has lald for them. In
spifF ot fire, pestilence and sweord, they are rcmalnlng)and the work of the
LcrdT:::eftlcmenf villages continues on.
"Hew firm a toundation, ye saints of the Lerd,
ls Jald tor your faith in His excellent word!
What more can Me say than te you He hath saild,
To you, who tor retuge to Jesus have 11ed?®
'"Fear not | am with thee, O be not dlismayed,
— For | am thy God, | will still glve thee ald;
I'"1l strengthen thee, help thee, and cavse thee to stand,
Upheld by my graclous oemnipotent hand.
When through the deep waters | call thee te go,
The rivers of sorrow shall not overflow,

For | wil! be with thee thy trials to bless,
And sanctity to thee thy deepest distress.
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When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
My grace all sutficient shall be thy supply;
The tlame whall not hurt thee; | only design

hy dross te consume, and thy geld to refine!l

The soul that on Jegsws <oth lean for repose,

I will not, | will net desert to his foes;

That soul, though all hell should endeavour to shake,
i1l never, ne never, ne never forsakel'"




