
, A n n u a l R e p o r t - R e s e t t l e m e n t tfork - B a n m e t h u o t receIVKD 
- — POREIGIP DEPAnfefirfr" 7 

As we b o a r d e d t h e p l a n e In S a i g o n a n d w i n g e d o u r w a n m e -

t h u o t we w o n d e r e d w h a t we w o u l d f i n d o f o u r r e s e t t l e m e n t P l b g r c h ^ s w h i c h w e , 
del? s/a*/6(> 

had l e t t t h e p r e v i o u s y e a r . The r e p o r t s o f I he p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n w e r e 

r a t h e r d i s t u r b i n g and s e c u r i t y c o n d i t i o n s had d e t e r i o r a t e d c e n s l d e r a b l y si n e e 

we h a d l e t t on f u r l o u g h , tfe w o n d e r e d how many of our C h r i s t i a n s w e r e l e t t 

and w h a t was t h e i r s p i r i t u a l a n d e c o n o m i c a l c o n d i t ! o n » 

Upon a r r i v i n g In B a n m e t h u o t we w e r e w e l c o m e d home by t h e m i s s i o n ­

a r i e s a n d o t h e r f r i e n d s . L a t e r o n we met two o t o u r s h j d e n t p a s t o r s who had 

t o f l e e f rom t h e i r c h a r g e s some t i m e b e f o r e b e c a u s e o f t h e a d v a n c e o f t h e r e d 

t i d e . * e l e a r n e d t h a t ThSm T r a c h , Khue-Ngoc © l e n , Phdclfc T r a c h , Vy B o n , " u a n g 

N h 1 * u , Phu H o c , 9at H i e ' u , -9ao T g ' a n d L r Thanh w e r e a l l In V . C . h a n d s . T h e s e 

w e r e a l l p l a c e s w h e r e we h a d c h u r c h e s a l r e a d y c o n s t r u c t e d - and s i x of t h e m 

^d h e l d g r e a t p r o m i s e o f b e c o m i n g s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g w i l l , I n « y e a r . P e o p l e 

a s k e d us w h a t we w e r e g o i n g to do now t h a t t h e r e s e t t l e m e n t work w a s c l o s e d . 

B e c a u s e o f s e v e r e t r a v e l r e s t r i c t i o n s t h e i' i i • h f c j a p i n I v i l l a g e s w e r e b e y o n d 

our r e a c h , ^ h a t had become o f t h e C h r i s t i a n s - t h e c h u r c h e s - t h e work t h a t 

had g o n e on f o r s i x y e a r s * G o d ' s */ord t o l d u s In John I5i|6, "Ye h a v e n o t 

c h o s e n m e , b u t I h a v e c h o s e n y o u , a n d o r d a i n e d y o u , t h a t y e s h o u l d go I mm 

and b r i n g f o r t h o r u l t , and t h a i y o u r f r u i t , s h o u l d r e m a i n , t h a t w h a t s o e v e r y e 

s h a l l a sk of t h e F a t h e r In my n a m e , he may g i v e i t y o u . " lit knew t h a t t h e r e ­

s e t t l e m e n t w o r k was n o t g o i n g t o c l o s e b e c a u s e t h e work was n o t o u r s , b u t t h e 

L o r d ' s , and He knows w h a t i s t h e b e s t t h i n g f o r f h e a d v a n c e o f H i s c h u r c h . 

The L o r d d i d n o t deem II n e c e s s a r y t o s u p p l y us w i t h t h e I n f o r m a t i o n of how 

He was g o i n g t o w o r k , b u t He d i d I n s t r u c t us t o p r a y . T h i s we d i d w i t h t h e 

c o n f i d e n c e t h a t t h e f u t u r e w o u l d b r i n g g l o r y to H i s n a m e . G r a d u a l l y we b e g a n 

t o s e e f h e L o r d ' s d i r e c t i o n In t h e w o r k . 

Our f i r s t v i s i t t o t h e r e f u g e e c e n t e r o u t s i d e B a n m e t h u o t b e g a n on 

a d e p r e s s i n g n o t e . I t w a s a d a r k , d r i z z l y d a y , and we p u l l e d o f f t h e m a i n 
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h i g h w a y on to a v e r i t a b l e " s l o u g h of d e s p o n d . " As we s l i t h e r e d t h r o u g h the 

ed mud we saw the h o u s e s ( I f you c o u l d c a l I t he s h e l t e r s made of s c r a p s of 

w o « d | bamboo , t i n and c a n v a s - h o u s e s ! ) P e o p l e began c o m i n g c u t t o w a r d t h e 

c a r and we r e c o g n i z e d C h r i s t i a n s from v a r i o u s v i l l a g e s , , ye h e l d a s e r v i c e 

In t he home of one o t the ThSm T r a c t ) C h r i s M a n s . A f t e r w a r d , w h i l e renew Ing 

o l d a c q u a i n t a n c e s , we w e r e s t r u c k by t h e f a c t t h a t t h e s e p e o p l e w e r e t h a n k -

tng t he Lord f o r H i s g o o d n e s s * H e r e t h e y w e r e - For t h e s e c o n d t ime In a tew 

s h o r t y e a r s t h e y had l o s t a l l t h e y p o s s e s s e d - and t h i s , the s e c o n d t i m e , was 

w o r s e t h a t the f i r s t ' Then t h e y a t l e a s t had l and on w h i c h t o b u i l d a new 

l l f e o Here t h e y w e r e w i t h h a r d l y more than t h e c l o t h e s on t h e i r b a c k s , l i v ­

i ng In s h a c k s made o t w h a t e v e r m a t e r i a l t h e y c o u l d " s c r o u n g e . " They had no 

money , no work and not e n o u g h to e a t , but s t i l l t h e y had not l o s t t h e i r C h r i s t ­

ian t e s t i m o n y . They had r e m a I n e d l T h e n , as had happened so o f t e n b e f o r e , t h r 

^ w i t n e s s t h a t was g i v e n by them was a t t r a c t i v e to t h o s e who had come from v i l l ­

a g e s whe re we had had no C h r i s t i a n s , and h e n c e no way of e n t e r i n g to r e a c h 

them fo r C h r i s t . N o , we c o u l d n ' t g o t o t h e m , b u t the L o r d b r o u g h t them t o 

the p l a c e w h e r e t h e y w o u l d hear of H i s l o v e and m e r c y - and many b e l i e v e d . 

The C h r i s t i a n f a m i l i e s nodnumber 74 In t h i s v i l l a g e w h i c h has been named, "The 

V I I l a g e of L o v e . " 

vCe had not been back l o n g when we h e a r d the news t h a t t he p a s t o r a t 

/ L e Thanh had been k i l l e d by the V . C . ' s . A f t e r t a k i n g h i s w i f e and c h i l d ou t 

t o P l e l k u f o r s a f e t y , he s t a r t e d b a c k t o r he f e l t t h a t h i s p l a c e was In Le 

T h a n h , m i n i s t e r i n g t o h i s f l o c k . On t h e way t h e bus in w h i c h he was r i ^ l n g ^ t 

was h a l t e d , and he was o r d e r e d o u t . The b u s d r i v e r was t o l d to c o n t i n u e on 

h i s way» As the bus p r o c e e d e d down t h e r o a d t h e y hea rd s h o t s , bu t d a r e d not 

r e t u r n . The n e x t m o r n i n g the C h r i s t i a n s came o u t and s o r r o w f u l l y c a r r i e d 

'ie body of t h e i r p a s t o r b a c k to the v i l l a g e f o r b u r i a l . w*hy d i d Thay Tan 

have t o d i e ? Jfe d o n ' t know, but we do know t h a t the f a c t fhat he " c o u n t e d 

f , , s l i f e n o t d e a r " had a g r e a t i m p a c t on o t h e r p a s t o r s who had p r e v i o u s l y 
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been afraid for T h e i r own s a f e t y . 

Short ly after t h i s we had more Indicat ion of the Lord 's d i r ec t ion 

In the work. F i r s t , one of our l a s t two pastors behind V .C . l ines had to 

f lee at nldnlght from the v i l l a g e he had been for the oast yea r . The account 

of the way God led and pro tec ted him was t h r i l l i n g . After r e l o c a t i n g In an­

other v i l l a g e , he and his wife continued to minister to the need's of his f i r s t 

congregat ion. Although he himself could not return, his wife made weekly v i s -

Its back and took with her sermons wh Ich her husband had wri t ten out . But 

then came the day when the V .C . held her p r i s o n e r . For 21 days she kept ask­

ing (hem to re lease her. F i n a l l y , t i r i n g of her p e r s i s t e n c e , they le t her go 

with the warning she was never to re turn . At Phuoc An, where they were now 

s ta t ioned , there was already a church bu i ld ing , bu ^ as the young pas tor put 

It to us , It would be much bet ter If It could be moved to a quie ter and more 

central l o c a t i o n . At that time the church was on the o u t s k i r t s of town, and 

..nen the government and V . C , forces had a b a t t l e , the b u l l e t s would f l y about, 

sometimes s t r i k i n g the ga lvanized tin roof . This , he sa id , was d i s t r a c t i n g 

and made It d i f f i c u l t for the Chr i s t i ans to worship peace fu l l y and concentrate 

on the message. In the few months that he spent at PhiMc *n before returning 

to Bible School , this young man had led severa l s iu l s to the Lord, moved the 

church to an e x c e l l e n t p iece of property and put In some improvements In the 

re loca ted bu i l d ing . By his conduct he had given the church a good, respected 

name In the v i l l a g e , N©w It was time for him to leave for school , ^e thought 

of moving the student pastor then working In the Banmelhuot refugee center 

out to take his place at Phu'o'c An, but that would leave the refugee center 

without a r esMent pas to r . However 3 d was already working things out . The 

las t pastor l e f t behind V .C . l ines came out and said he thought It best If he 
_ «me out to Banmethuof for a w h i l e . Up to now he knew he was In the Lord's 

wi l l b s taying and he was not the l eas t b i t a f r a i d . But now, It seemed that 

the Lord was t e l l i n g him to move o u t , and a l l of a sudden he seemed to be afra 
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t o s t a y - b u t w i t h I t t h e r e w a s a p e a c e t h a t t o l d him t h e f e a r was f r o m t h e 

_ o r d . ThJs g a v e us t h e o p e n i n g we n e e d e d a n d t h e D i s t r i c t S u p e r i n t e n d e n t # -

g r e e d t h a t we s h o u l d move t h e p r e a c h e r f r o m t h e B a n m e t h u o t r e f u g e e camp down t o 

t h e g o v e r n m e n t o u t p o s t v4C4ted by t h e pretcher r e t u r n i n g t o B i b l e S c h o o l , a n d 

move t h i s man t n t o t h e r e f u g e e c a m p . 

T h i s was j u s t b e f o r e C h r i s t m a s and we w o n d e r e d w h a t the C h r i s t m a s 

p r o g r a m s w e r e g o i n g t o be l i k e I h l s y e a r . Vt w e r e a l i t t l e w o r r i e d , b u t s h o u l d 

n o t h a v e b e e n , f o r t h e work I s t h e L o r d ' s . J/e a r e a s k e d t o s e r v e a n d o b e y -

t h e p r o g r a m Is H i s . The g o v e r n m e n t nnw came u p w i t h a p l a n t o make t h i s c e n t e r 

a m o d e l t o r a l l t h e c o u n t r y , so t h e v i l l a g e w a s l a i d o u t In s t r a i g h t , e v e n r o w s 

e a c h n e a t h o u s e h a v i n g a g o o d - s l i c * y a r d a r o u n d i t . Each r e l i g i o n was a s s i g n e d 

a l a r g e l o t on w h i c h t o b u i l d a c h u r c h . T h i s p r e s e n t e d a p r o b l e m . A 'here w e r e 

we g o i n g t o g e t t h e m o n e y t o b u i l d ? T h e s e f a m i l i e s h a d l o s t p r a c t i c a l l y e v e r y ­

t h i n g , s o how w o u l d t h e y h a v e a n y t h i n g t o g i v e t o t h e c h u r c h ? 3 u t when t h e 

Lord w o r k s In t h e h e a r t of a man I t I s s t r a n g e w h a t w i l l h a p p e n . \Vhen t h e p a s ­

t o r t o l d h i s p e o p l e t h a t t h e y n e e d e d money t o c o n s t r u c t t h e c h u r c h the r e s p o n s e 

was I m m e d i a t e and e n t h u s i a s t i c . They p r o m i s e d 5 0 0 0 $ ( p l a s t e r s ) a n d t h e i r l a b ­

o u r . I D a n s w e r t ^ p r a y e r , t h e w e e k b e f o r e C h r i s t m a s t h e C h r i s t i a n s w e r e a b l e 

t o w o r s h i p In t h e i r new b u i l d i n g But now It was C h r i s t m a s and more money 

was n e e d e d t o r d e c o r a t i n g t h e c h u r c h a n d f o r p r o v i d i n g s o m e t h i n g s p e c i a l f o r 

t h e c h i l d r e n . A g a i n an a p p e a l w a s made and t h i s t i m e t h e y g a v e 2 0 0 0 $ . One o f 

t h e C h r i s t i a n s who c o n t r i b u t e d w a s a w i d o w e r w i t h t w o s m a l l c h i l d r e n . In h i s 

h o u s e he h a d no f u r n i t u r e , J u s t a d i r t f l o o r , a f i r e a n d .> mat f o r h im and h i s 

c h i l d r e n t o s l e e p o n . E v e r y day he w o r k e d he made j u s t a b o u t e n o u g h m o n e y t o 

buy f o o d f o r th«-t d a y . But when I he n e e d w a s p r e s e n t e d he came f o r w a r d t o 

g i v e . He p u l l e d 110$ o u t of h l s p o c k e t w h i c h was a l l t h a t he h a d . "I w a n t 

t o g i v e t o t h e L o r d , " he s a i d . "But I a l s o n e e d t o k e e p some money f o r my 
lot 

c h i l d r e n . " W i t h t h a t he g a v e |<D0$ t o t h e c h u r c h a n d k e p t 10$ f o r h i s f a m i l y . 

file:///Vhen
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T h e e v e n i n g o f D e c e m b e r 2 5 t h . t h e C h r i s t m a s p r o q r a m w a s h e l d fn 

. h e n e w c h u r c h b u i l d i n g . S i n c e o u r s w a s t h e o n l y c h u r c h a l r e a d y u p I n t h e * 

v i l l a g e , m a n y o f t h e v i l l a g e r s a n d v i l l a g e o f f i c i a l s a t t e n d e d . 

B u t w h a t w a s h a p p e n i n g I n o t h e r a r e a s ? W h a t w a s g o i n g o n b e h i n d 

V . C . l i n e s ? V e r e t h e C h r i s t i a n s s t a n d i n g t r u e ? W e r e t h e y s t i l l w o r s h i p p i n g 

G o d ? A s t h e new y e a r c a m e I n mi b e g a n t o h e a r o f w h a t t h e L o r d w a s d o i n g In 

t h e I n a c c e s s i b l e p l a c e s . I n Q u a n g N h l e u t h e C h r i s t i a n s g a v e t h e C h r i s t m a s 

p r o g r a m j u s t as t h e p a s t o r h a d t a u g h t t h e m b e f o r e h e h a d t o l e a v e , a n d t h e y 

e v e n I n v i t e d t h e V . C . o f f i c i a l s t o a t t e n d ! i n V u BSiT a n d P h u o c T r a c h t h e 

C h r i s t i a n s p r e p a r e d t h e i r o w n p r o g r a m s a n d p r e s e n t e d t h e m . In T h a m T r a c h I t 

w a s m « r e d i f f i c u l t . D u r i n g t h e p a s t y e a r m o s t o f t h e C h r i s t i a n s a t T h a m T r c h 

h a d l e f t t h e v i l l a g e w h i c h h a d b e e n t a k e n o v e r b y t h e V . C . H o w e v e r t h e r e w e r e 

s t i l l s o m e M M a m e n g t h e f e w h u n d r e d p e o p l e l e f t I n t h e v i l l a g e . A m o n g t h e m 

> i a s a m a n z e a l o u s f o r t h e L o r d . H e s a w t h a t t h e c h u r c h w a s k e p t c l e a n a n d 

s w e p t a t a l l t i m e s . N ^ v r r d i d h e m i s s w o r s h i p p i n g o n S u n d a y , e v e n I f h e was 

t h e o n l y o n e In a t t e n d e n c e . E v e r y S u n d a y h e b r o u g h t h i s o f f e r i n g t o t h e c h u r c h 

a n d p u t I t a s i d e . A s C h r i s t m a s a p p r o a c h e d h e d e c i d e d t h a t t h e r e s h o u l d b e a 

C h r i s t i n a s p r o g r a m l i k e e v e r y o t h e r y e a r , s o h e p l a n n e d o n e a I l ^ b y h i m s e l f . I n 

d e c o r a t i n g t h e c h u r c h h e t o l d t h e v i l l a g e p e o p l e a n d V . C . a u t h o r i t i e s t h a t I n ­

s t e a d o f t h e u s u a l C h r i s t m a s b a n n e r w h i c h p r o c l a i m e d t h e h a p p y a n n i v e r s a r y o f 

C h r i s t ' s b i r t h , h e f e l t t h a t t h i s y e a r t h e L o r d w o u l d h a v e h i m n u t u p a d i f f ­

e r e n t o n e I n f r o n t o f t h e c h u r c h , s a y i n g ? " G l o r y t o G o d I n t h e h i g h e s t , a n d 

o n e a r t h p e a c e , g o o d w i l l t o w a r d m e n . " H e e x p l a i n e d t o t h e m t h a t h i s r e a s o n 

f o r d o i n g t h i s w a s t o l e t m e n k n o w t h a t n o t u n t i l t h e y g l o r i f i e d G o d I n h e a v e n 

w o u l d t h e r e b e p e a c e o n e a r t h . T h e c h u r c h w a s d e c o r a t e d a n d r e a d y , b u t o n t h e 

2 4 t h . o f D e c e m b e r t h e g o v e r n m e n t f - . r c e s c a m e I n , d e s t r o y e d t h e v l l l a q e , a n d 

f o u g h t t h e v i l l a g e r s o u t . 8 8 f a m i l i e s ( 2 0 8 p e o p l e ) t r e k k e d t h r o u g h t h e m o u n -

v 

t a i n s t o w a r d t h e g o v e r n m e n t d i s t r i c t h e a d q u a r t e r s . T h e v i l l a g e a t C - u a n g T r a c h 

w h i c h I s u n d e r g o v e r n m e n t c . n t r o l a n d w h e r e w e h a v e a c h u r c h , w a s o n t h e w a y . 
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T h e r e . f h e C h r i s t i a n s c e l e b r a t e d C h r i s t m a s . T h i s C h r i s t i a n h a d b e e n a b l e t o 

s c a p e » l t h o n l y t h e p a i r o f s h o r t s h e w a s w e a r i n g a n d a l i t t l e m o n e y I n h i s 

h a n d . A f t e r t h e C h r i s t m a s s e r v i c e h e g a v e h i s o t t e r i n g t o t h e c h u r c h t r e a s ­

u r e r w h o a t f i r s t r e f u s e d I t , s a y i n g t h a t h e s h o u l d k e e p i t a s h e h a d l o s t e v ­

e r y t h i n g . H o w e v e r h e a n s w e r e d , " N * , t h i s m o n e y I s n o t m i n e , b u t t h e L o r d ' s , a s 

I t I s t h e t i t h e t h a t I h a v e b e e n g i v i n g o v e r t h e s e m a n y m o n t h s , a n d n o w y o u 

m u s t a c c e p t I t . " T h e C h r i s t i a n s I n O u a n g T r a c h t o o k u p a c o l l e c t i o n f o r t h e 

r e f u g e e s a n d p r e s e n t e d t h e m w i t h 10 g u n n y s a c k s o f d r i e d s w e e t p o t a t o e s a n d 

a s u m o f m o n e y . C u t o f t h e i r p o v e r t y t h e y g a v e t o t h o s e w h o h a d l e s s t h a n t h e y . 

O n l y G o d I n j t h e h e a r t s o f m e n c a n d o t h i s ! A f t e r C h r i s t m a s t h e r e f u g e e s c o n t i n ­

u e d t h e i r w a l k o u t t o L a c T h i e n w h e r e t h e g o v e r n m e n t I s n o w r e s e t t l i n g t h e m . 

< V e w e r e a b l e I © p r o c u r e e n o u g h b l a n k e t s t o g i v e o n e t o e a c h o f t h e 8 8 f a m i l i e s . 

T h e A m e r i c a n s k i n d l y f l e w o u r s t u d e n t p a s t o r a t t h e B a n m e t h u o t r e f u g e e c e n t e r 

o u t + o L a c T h i e n w h e r e h e d i s t r i b u t e ' - ' t h e m . 

T h e s e a r e m o m e n t o u s d a y s , d a y s o f u n p r e c e d e n t e d o p p o r t u n i t i e s . T h e i e 

I s a s t e a d y s t r e a m o f h u m a n i t y t r a v e l l i n g t h r o u g h m o u n t a i n s a # d o v e r j u n g l e 

t r a i l s t o r e a c h t h e s a f e t y o f f h e r e f u g e e camels . T h e y n e e d m a n y t h i n g s - f o o d , 

s h e l t e r , m e d i c i n e , c l o t t i n g , b u t m o s t o f a l l t h e y n e e d t h e S a v i o u r . H o w e v e r 

t h e r e a r e s f l I I t h o s e w h o a r e a s y e t u n a b l e t o e s c a p e f r o m t h e b o n d a g e o f c o m ­

m u n i s m , a n d a m o n g t h e m a r e C h r i s t i a n s . w * e p r a i s e G o d f o r t h e r e o o r t s t h a t t h e y 

a r e g u a r d i n g t h e i r f a i t h , f i r m o n t h e f o u n d a t i o n G o d h a s l a i d f o r t h e m . I n 

s p i t e o f f i r e , p e s t i l e n c e a n d s > v o r d , t h e y a r e r e m a 1 n 1 n g , a n d t h e w o r k o f t h e 

The 
L o r d ^ , r e s e t I I e m e n t v i l l a g e s c o n t i n u e s o n . 

" H o w f i r m a f o u n d a t i o n , y e s a i n t s o f t h e L o r d , 

I s l a i d f o r y o u r f a i t h I n H i s e x c e l l e n t w o r d ! 

W h a t m o r e c a n h e s a y t h a n t o y o u H e h a t h s a i d , 

T o y o u , w h o t o r r e f u g e t o J e s u s h a v e t i e d ? 

' F e a r n o t I a m w i t h t h e e , O b e n o t d i s m a y e d , 

F o r I a m t h y G o d , I w i l l s t i l l g i v e t h e e a i d ; 

I ' l l s t r e n g t h e n t h e e , h e l p t h e e , a n d c a u s e t h e e t ~ s t a n d , 

U p h e l d b y m y g r a c i o u s o m n i p o t e n t h a n d . 

* h e n t h r o u g h t h e d e e p w a f e r s I c a l l t h e e t o g o , 

T h e r i v e r s o f s o r r o w s h a l l n o t o v e r f l o w , 

F o r I w i l l b e w i t h t h e e t h y t r i a l s t o b l e s s , 

A n d s a n c t i f y t o t h e e t h y d e e p e s t d i s t r e s s . 
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• / / h e n t h r o u g h f i e r y t r i a l s t h y p a t h w a y s h a l l l i e , 

f / y g r a c e a l l s u f f i c i e n t s h a l l b e t h y s u p p l y ; 

T h e f l a m e w h a l l n o t h u r t t h e e j I o n l y d e s i g n 

' h y d r o s s t o c o n s u m e , a n d t h y g o l d t o r e f i n e ! 

T h e s o u l t h a t o n J e t e s c o t h l e a n f o r r e p o s e , 

I w i l l n o t , I w i l l n o t d e s e r t t o h i s f o e s ? 

T h a t s o u l , t h o u g h a l l h e l l s h o u l d e n d e a v o u r t o s h a k e , 

I ' l l n e v e r , n o n e v e r , n o n e v e r f o r s a k e ! ' " 


