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"Remembhar thosd who' are in mrison, as though in prison with them; and those

L

who ere ill-trested, since you wlso are in the vody,” -1 (Hebrews 13v3)

This lettsr comss to you with o plea for your continued and urgent prayers.
A pcommunist rockess pound Fhnom Pcnh and the general situation there worsens
please stend with us in proyexr For our Christian brethren in Cambodia.

Ho doubt you will have heard through the mefia of the critical state of the
capital, Phnom Penh, Swelling with refugees, hundreds arriving each day, the
already Staaded city now contains nearly three ®illion people. The Mekong
rivar has been clomed $o shivping (underwater mines having 2lso been lai
by insurgenis), and without ships bringing in food supplies the city could
starve, The government only holds sbout twenty percent of the river banks
on the 147 miles between South Viethem and Phnom Penh, Already children are
suffering from extrame malnutrition, and though this has been happening
since the war began it has worsensd becouse of the food erisiz. The worxld
is no place for children vhen a var is in progress, they are the firet o
suffor especially if they hove lost parents or relatives in the fighting,
Wivaes .and children citen ascompany their menfolk onto the baftlefield,
and young girls and bors barely out of school are izking up arms at 13 or
14 y=ars of age. Camboalq iz fighting for her existance, :

Over 800 rockets have landed in Phnom Penh since the anu;ry offenulve-
began, meny well 2imed, and yet no one knows where they will fall. Observers
and diplormais express pessimism about Cambodia's chances of survival. The
seige is taking its to0ll and reporis say that unless a massive increase of
rice and cthexr supplies are airlifted in, then the essentizls will completely
run out ir less shab vhrec weglis. The Pmericans ore giving sobstantiel aid
and an increase may be fOItHCOWlng, this could be crucial if the city is to
survive . Battambang in tho East has bad its reilway link severed and this
"will cause bardships thera, ' : '

~ An awful fact of Gambddia s war is that it has been forced upon them. An
extract from an cpen letter from the Congress of Cambodian Intelleciuals

(12 May 1970) reads, ”Cnmbodla wonts te survive. YVe are a pgople mord
capzble of love than hate, ile zre loyal., We are hospitable. These iraditions
have been challenged and we are nompelled to fight for our existancel....

e want Cambcdians living within our cultural patierns, obeisant {0 none,
proud of our heritage and respected by our neighbours and friends. We are
fighting enemies who respect neilher law nor religiony who, to succeed in
their 2im show no respect for life. ,.. We ask you to remember that this is
not & vivil war., Cambodia has been invaded by Toreign enemlﬂs, the VthCOH&
and North Vietnamese,....Oui country must be free.”

(Since +Lis timz the Khmor Zoug: (Red Khmers) have increased in strength and
now forp the bulll of troops coposing the governmont.)

However, this is just onc 3ids of the picture~ bui it needs to be painted in
order to show us the need to pray, The other side of the pieture is God's
soveregign purpnses. '

In South Xorea, Brazil and Indonesia a deliverance from communism came about
‘just when a complete dakeover seemed inevitatle. In Cambodis in IOTO {when
the war tegan), apd In 2973 ’_: » American hombing sunport ceased) it was
vredicted by observers and oflor experts that Czabodia would collapse. The
Knmer Chuweh fell on its kncves hefore God in prayer for the preservation of
their comtry - Cambodia r'qrv ved, Only sinee 1970 was freedom of worship

regiorad to Cambodis. Since then as you know, th¢ Church has grown in a
Prayer and support for God § work and His Church ip the Khmer Republic, -
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. Carol Weston, Lynn Walsh, Mary Lou Rorabaugh and Barbare Neaih of the
S C & Mh. Tt is proveble thet these will be leaving shotly, ——- ==

wonderful wey and todzay many thousands have found Christ as Saviour. Dver

25 congregations now exist in Phnom Penh alone; many in refugee camps and
refugee areas, Hundreds sre won to Christ each week and the response and
openness to the gospel is unparalleled in the history of this country.
"Not by mlbgt, nor hy power, but by my splrlt says the Lord,"

Prayer can be thke turning point yet again. The Ihmuer people need the

chance to hear the Good Hews — they have had 1ittle opportunity compared
to many other countries. I the communists take over, it is certain that
the leaders of the Church would suffor imprisconmeint or death. Dear men of

God who have been raised up for a time such’as this would have no escape

"as the only way out of Phnom Penh is by air, and few flights now operate.

(Bombing of the ‘‘mtarnational airport has increased, ) We ask you to pray

- for peace and thé survival of Cambodia as & free nation not for any

politicsl motive, but that the gospel might continue to be pﬁeached and
Jesus Christ worshipped openly thera. If the worst should happen, then we
recognise the Bitlical principle that God can take up systems and governm-
ents alian:io His rule to work out His purposes. Ve can trust in Him. The
world sses the human clemonts yel does not account for the power of God, -

The latest rews seant from Asin on 26th February was that non-medical:
missionaries of the Chistian & Missionary Alliance and the Overseas .
Missionary Fellowship withdrew on tho 26th to Bangkok, Thailand. (41ligo”
Compain flew out on the 27th). They have come out for a month lnltlally,
and some will use this tlme for Khmer languages study.

They have left btehind them many young Christians who will probably. ve
demoralised bacause of this, Pleass pray for the national Christians, that
God mam strengthen them in the inner man and give them His psace. Many
missionaries did noit want to leave because of their comniiments and ealling,
vet they heve had to withfrew temporarily , possibly due to diplomatic
pressure. Flease pray for the medical missionaries who are 9till thera at -
the time of writing. — Pénelope Key of World Visionj Dr. Dsan Kroh and wifej

Rewmember- their parvents and 1oved ones too, may they kmow the assurance of
thw.- LDI‘C". » .

We have no news yet of the chliffe workers, some of whom-are working in

the provinces.

We are asked to pray'esPGCinlly that Cod will make it possible for the
Mekong rivar {0 be openad up, Without ships bringing in rice, fuel and
stores the city {which necds some 500 tons of rice a day) could starve.
Fray that tre eity of Phnow Penh will be wet free and thet many will
find Life snd Hopez throush Christ at this time.”

Pray for f2ith, goy and pence for the Khmer. CLrlStJdnSe HMay thelr trust
be in God alone. Pray for protection, safety and courage to be given.

When the people of Israel foucht the Amalekites Moses held up his hands

and the Isrpelites prevailed. then he grew weary, Aaron cnd Hur stood one

on gach side "of him and held up his hends for him, — “so his hands were

steady until the gnirng dovn of the sun,” Israel won that battle. May we
stand in prayer,and support the hands of the XKhmer Church by our prayers

and steadfastness, united with then in their time of reed. We are all one Body. -

If anyone wishea furthor nes vhen it is availeble pleasze write $o our
address or phone & 0952 63525 and we will give you any up to date
informztion that we ﬂay hove roocived.

If you wish to write to the [uwir Church to encourage them, (DledSG do nct
write aboat the politics) citustion as meil is consored), the address is
The Bxecutive Secretary, The Khmer Bvangelical Chur01, P,0. Box 568, Phnem
Penk, ¥hmeor ‘Rofﬂllc. :

Than': you for praying.
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