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"Remember t h c s a y/ho' are i n p r i s o n , a s though, i n p r i s o n w i t h them; and t h o s e 
who e r e i l l - t r e a t e d , s i n c e you rdso are i n t h e ."body, ; 1 (Hebrews 1 3 v 3 ) 

Th i s l e t t e r cosies t o you w i t h a p l e a f o r y o u r c o n t i n u e d and urgent p r a y e r s . 
As communist r o c k e t s pound Phnom Penh and t h e genera l s i t u a t i o n t h e r e worsens 
p l e a s e s t s n d w i t h us i n p r a y e r r o r our C h r i s t i a n b r e t h r e n i n Cambodia. 

Mo doubt you w i l l have hoard through the media of t h e c r i t i c a l s t a t e o f t h e 
c a p i t a l ) Phnom P^nh-, S w e l l i n g w i t h r e f u g e e s , hundreds a r r i v i n g each day, t h e 
a l r e a d y crowded c i t y now c o n t a i n s n e a r l y t h r e e m i l l i o n p e o p l e . The Mekong-
r i v e r has" "been" c l o s e d t o s h i p p i n g (underwater mines h a v i n g a l s o been l a i n 1 

by i n s u r g e n t s ) , and w i t h o u t ijhips b r i n g i n g i n f o o d s u p p l i e s the c i t y c o u l d 
s t a r v e , Tfc.3 government o n l y h o l d s about twenty percent of t h e r i v e r banks 
on t h e 14? m i l e s betv;een South Vietnam and Phnom Penh, A l r e a d y c h i l d r e n are 
s u f f e r i n g from extreme m a l n u t r i t i o n , and though t h i s has boon h a p p e n i n g 
s i n c e the Bar began i t has worsened because of t h e ' f o o d c r i s i s . The wor ld 
i s no p l a c e f o r c h i l d r e n when a war i s i n p r o g r e s s , t h e y are t h e f i r s t t o 
s u f f e r e s p e c i a l l y i f t h e y havo l o s t p a r e n t s o r r e l a t i v e s i n t h e f i g h t i n g . 
Wives .and c h i l d r e n c f t e n aoootaprvny t h e i r menfolk on to t h e b a t t l e f i e l d , 
and young g i r l s and boys b a r e l y out o f s c h o o l are t a k i n g up arms a t 13 o r 
1 4 y e a r s of a g e . Cambodia i s f i g h t i n g f o r her e x i s t a n c e . 

Over 800 r o c k e t s have l a n d e d i n Phnom Penh s i n c e t h e January o f f e n s i v e 
began, many w e l l a imed, and y e t no one knows where t h e y w i l l f a l l . Observers 
and d ip lomats e x p r e s s pes s imis t s about Cambodia's chances of s u r v i v a l . The 
s e i g e i s t a k i n g i t s t o l l and reports s a y t h a t u n l e s s a m a s s i v e i n c r e a s e of 
r i c e and o t h e r 3 u p p l i a s are a i r l i f t e d i n , t h e n t h e e s s e n t i a l s w i l l c o m p l e t e l y 
run out ir_ l e s 3 -thai] t h r e e fleets. The .Americans r r e g i v i n g s u b s t a n t i a l a i d 
and an i n c r e a s e may be for thcoming , t h i s c o u l d be c r u c i a l i f t h e c i t y i s t o 
s u r v i v e . Battambang i n tho Eas t has had i t s r a i l w a y l i n k s e v e r e d and t h i s 
w i l l cause h a r d s h i p s thcr-3. 

An awful f a c t o f Cambodia's war i s t h a t i t has b e e n f o r c e d upon them. An 
e x t r a c t from an cpeti l e t t e r from the Congrass of Cambodian I n t e l l e c t u a l s 
(12 May 1970) r e a d s , "Cambodia wants t o s u r v i v e . We are a p e o p l e morO 
capab le of l o v e than h a t e , V;e aro l o y a l . We are h o s p i t a b l e . These t r a d i t i o n s 
have been c h a l l e n g e d and we are compel l ed t o f i g h t f o r ' o u r e i i s t a n c e ! . . . ' . 
17e want Cambodians l i v i n g w i t h i n our c u l t u r a l p a t t e r n s , o b e i s a n t t o none, 
proud of our h e r i t a g e and r e s p e c t e d by our n e i g h b o u r s and f r i e n d s . We are 
f i g h t i n g enemies who r e s p e c t n e i t h e r law nor r e l i g i o n ; i?ho, t o s u c c e e d i n 
t h e i r aim show no r e s p e c t f o r l i f e . , W e ask you t o remember t h a t t h i s i s  
not a c i v i l war. Cambodia has been invaded by f o r e i g n enemips , the V i e t c o n g 
and North V i e t n a m e s e , . . . .Our country must be f r e e . 1 1 

( S i n c e t h i s t irm t h e Khmer liougi (Hed Khmers) have i n c r e a s e d i n s t r e n g t h and 
now form the b u l k of t r o o p s o p p o s i n g the government. ) 

However; t h i s i s j u s t one s i d ^ of the p i c t u r e - but i t needs t o be p a i n t e d i n 
order t o show us the need t o pray. The o t h e r s i d e of t h e p i c t u r e i s God's 
s o v e r e i g n p u r p o s e s , 

I n South Korea, B r a z i l and I n d o n e s i a a d e l i v e r a n c e from communism came about 
j u s t when a complete t a k e o v e r seemed i n e v i t a b l e . In Cambodia i n 1970 (when 
the war b e g a n ) , and i n 1573 ( -hen American bombing support c e a s e d ) i t viaa 
p r e d i c t e d by o b s e r v e r s and o t h e r e x p e r t s t h a t Csaibodia would c o l l a p s e . The 
Khmor Church f e l l on i t s knoes b e f o r e God i n prayer f o r tho p r e s e r v a t i o n o f 
t h e i r country - Cambodia s u r v i v e d . Only s i n c e 1970 was freedom of w o r s h i p 
r e s t o r e d t o Cambodia. S inco then as you know, the Church has grown i n a 

Prayer and support for God's work md His Church in the Khmer Republic. 



wonderful way and today tnany thousands have found Chr i s t a s S a v i o u r . Over 
25 c o n g r e g a t i o n s now e x i s t i n Phnom Penh a l o n e , many i n r e f u g e e camps and 
r e f u g e e a r e a s . Hundreds pre won t o Christ each week and t h e r e s p o n s e and 
o p e n n e s s t o the g o s p e l i s u n p a r a l l e l e d i n tho h i s t o r y o f t h i s c o u n t r y . 
•Not "by n i g h t , nor by power, "but by icy s p i r i t s a y s the L o r d , " 

Prayer car. be the t u r n i n g p o i n t y e t a g a i n . The Iihraur peop le need the 
chance t o hear t h e Good IJows - t h e y have had l i t t l e o p p o r t u n i t y compared 
t o many o t h e r c o u n t r i e s . I f the communists take o v e r , i t i s c e r t a i n t h a t 
t h e l e a d e r s o f the Church would s u f f e r imprisonment or d e a t h . Itear men of 
God who have "been r a i s e d up f o r a t i n a s u c h ' a s t h i s vrould have no e s c a p e 
a s t h e o n l y way out of Phnom Penh i s by a i r , and few f l i g h t s now o p e r a t e . 
(Bombing of the .""ntarnationnl a i r p o r t has i n c r e a s e d , ) We ask y o u t o pray 
f o r peace and tho s u r v i v a l of Cambodia a s a f r e e n a t i o n n o t f o r any 
p o l i t i c a l m o t i v e , but t h a t t h e g o s p e l might c o n t i n u e t o be preached and 
J e s u s ' C h r i s t worshipped openly t h e r e . I f t h e worst s h o u l d happen, t h e n we 
r e c o g n i s e the B i b l i c a l p r i n c i p l e t h a t God can t a k e up systems' and governm
e n t s a l i e n " t o ' His r u l e t o work out Hi s p u r p o s e s . 17o can t r u s t i n Him. The 
wor ld s e e s the human e l e m e n t s y e t does not account f o r t h e power of God. 

The l a t e s t news s e n t from A s i a on 2 6 t h February was t h a t non-tnodicaL 
m i s s i o n a r i e s o f t h e C h i s t i a n & M i s s i o n a r y A l l i a n c e and t h e Overseas 
M i s s i o n a r y F e l l o w s h i p withdrew on tho 26th t o Bangkok, T h a i l a n d . ( A l i c o ' 
Compain f l e w out on t h e 27th) . They have cone out f o r a month i n i t i a l l y , . 
and some w i l l u se t h i s t ime f o r Khmer language s t u d y . 

They have l e f t b e h i n d them many young C h r i s t i a n s who w i l l probably, be 
d e m o r a l i s e d because of t h i s , P l e a s e pray f o r the n a t i o n a l C h r i s t i a n s , t h a t 
God majf s t r e n g t h e n them i n t h e i n n e r man and g i v e t h e n Hi s p e a c e . Many 
m i s s i o n a r i e s d i d not want t o l e a v e because" o f t h e i r commitments and c a l l i n g , 
y e t t h e y have had t o withdrew t e m p o r a r i l y , p o s s i b l y due t o d i p l o m a t i c 
p r e s s u r e . P l e a s e pray f o r tho medica l m i s s i o n a r i e s who a r e s t i l l t h e r e a t -:• 
t h e t ime of W r i t i n g . - P e n e l o p e Key of World V i s i o n ; Itr. Dean Kroh and w i f e ; 
Carol Ws3ton, Lynn Walsh, Mary Lou Rorabaugh and Barbara Neath of t h e 
C & MA. I t i s probab le t h a t t h o s e vii.1T be l eav ing - s h o r t l y . - —--

Remember t h e i r p a r e n t s and l o v e d ones t o o , may t h e y know the a s s u r a n c e of 
the Lord, 
We have no news y e t of the VV'ycliffe workers , some o f whom are working i n 
t h e p r o v i n c e s . 

We are asked t o pray e s p e c i a l l y t h a t God w i l l rar.ke i t p o s s i b l e f o r t h e 
Mekong r i v e r t o be opened up, Without s h i p s b r i n g i n g i n r i c e , f u e l and 
3tores the c i t y (which n e e d s some 5^0 t o n s of r i c e a day) cou ld s t a r v e . 
Pray t h a t the c i t y of Phnou Penh w i l l be s e t f r e e and t h a t many w i l l 
f i n d L i f e a n d Hope through C h r i s t a t t h i s t i m e , " 
Pray f o r f a i t h , £0y and ponce f o r the Khmer C h r i s t i a n s , May t h e i r t r u s t 
be i n God a l o n e c Pray f o r p r o t e c t i o n , s s f e t y and courage t o be g i v e n . 

When the peop le o f I s r a e l f ought the A m a l e k i t c s Hoses h e l d up h i s hands 
and the I s r a e l i t e s p r e v a i l e d . V,'hen he grew vjeary, Aaron and Hur 3tood one 
on each s i d e 'of him and h e l d up h i s hands f o r him, - "so h i s hands were 
s t e a d y u n t i l the g o i n g dawn of the s u n , " I s r a e l won t h a t b a t t l e . May we 
s tand i n prayer ,and support the hands of the Khmer Church by our p r a y e r s 
and s t e a d f a s t n e s s , u n i t a d w i t h them i n t h e i r t ime of .need. Vfe are a l l one Body. 

I f anyone w i s h e s f u r t h o r nes wlion i t i s a v a i l a b l e p l e a s e w r i t e t o our 
a d d r e s s or phone % Q%2 68^25 and we w i l l g i v e you any up t o d a t e 
i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t we nay h:\ve r e c e i v e d . 

I f you w i s h t o w r i t e t o the IChin-ir Church t o encourage them, ( p l e a s e do not 
w r i t e abo'jt tho p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n as mai l i s c e n s o r e d ) , t h e a d d r e s s i s ? 
The E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y , The Khmer E v a n g e l i c a l Church, P .O. Box 568, Phnom 
Penh, Khnor H o p u b l i c . 

Thnnl: you f o r p r a y i n g . 
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