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4 EAST SIAM

A ESUS has been promised these ut-
termost parts of the earth for His

: possession, and the heathen for His
\[ inheritance. Any day now may see
2] Jesus come to claim His own, and this
£\ glorious consummation realised. But
what of our individual part in this?
Shall not we, the blood-bought, do all
in our power by praying, giving, and
going, that in these last days the four
millions of East Siam may have an
opportunity of sharing in the eternal
blessedness which shall be the «inher-
itance of the saints» at His Coming?
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May God grant that each reader of this
special East Siam issue of the «Call»
shall measure up to this sacred trust.




BRIEF FIELD NOTES

ISSION CHURCHES.—1In future half the Mission Subsidy

to each native evangelist of the Mission Churches will
be paid on a pro rala hasis, according as funds are received
from the Home Board.

URLOUGHS. —Funds permilling, Mr. and Mrs. Gunther and

Mr. and Mrs. Hazlett expect to leave this spring for well-
earned furloughs, D.V.

RAYER REQUESTS. — Please pray for Mr. Olsen on fur-

lough, Mrs. H. Carwen Smith and Mrs. Hammaond in Hong-
kong, thal the Lord may speedily restore them to full health
and strength,

Pray that the evangelisls and converls of the Mission
Churches may be correspondingly blessed as they, owing to
the [inancial stringency, are being compelled to assume
increasing responsibility for their own linances and also for
forward pioneer evangelism,

ONFERENCES.—Pray for the Camhodian Conference at Bat-

tambang, March 23-27, the Tonkin Conference at Hadong,
March 15-17, the Annamese Church Conflerence al Faifoo, in
May, and the Missionaries’ Conference at Dalat, Jupe 10,

THERE MUST BE NO HOLDING BACK!

LTHOUGH a severe reduclion has been made in the

monthly funds sent by (he Home Board to the field for the
maintaining and developping of the work among the 25,000,000
perishingsoulsof French Indochinaand East Siam, yel we dare
nol hold back in these last days preceding our Lord’s Return.
By faith it is planned lo open up lwo more provinces among
the almost score of still nnoccupied provinees in Tonkin:
Hanam with 421,000, and Baegiang with 254,000 perishing
souls. Twenty dollars monthly is specially required from
the Lord's stewaeds for each of these provinees., Will you
not share with us in this precious privilege, so that the Lord
may save many souls in Lthese now florsaken provinees, thos
rewarding vour faithfulness in prayer and sacrifice?

Last year 1682 new converls were baplized in Indochina.
In view of this splendu! fruitage in sounls, it is our conviclion
that al this lime Lhere is no belter inveslment in souls than
the above. The Lord has opened the door, in these momentous
days, to our heloved ALLIANCE. We must nol hold back, we
must enler and give the Gospel witness ere it is too late.—C.
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FRENCH INDO-CHINA

ALLTARKCE STATIORS @
Tonkin (pop. 7,574,520
Hanoi
Haiphong
Langson
Namdinh
Anm (pop. 4,985,126
Dalat
Tournne
Hue
Quinhon
¢ Goehinehing (pop 5,705 6858)
Snigon
Cantho
Cambodin (pop. 2,402,588)
Poompenh
Batlnmbang
Kratie
Kompong Trach
Laos (pop. S18.7651
Lunng-Prabang
Vientiane

EASTERN SIAM
Ubon (pop- H000.000)
Konken

Headguarters : Rey. E. F. Irwin, Saigen

HAIPHONG @ . — TONKIN
Rev, and Mrs. 11 €. Smilh
HANOL: 1, Rue Ngaven-Tprai
Revoand Mres, W G Cadman
Mrs. Ilomera Homer-Dixon
LANGSON :
Rev, and Mvs, I, 1. Van Hine
NAMDINH :
Rey, Jesn Foange
DALAT : — ANNAM
Rev. and Mrs, H, A. Jackson
Miss Armin Heikkinen
HUE:
Roev.and Mes, 1. W, Stehbing
QUINHON :
Nev, and Mrs. W,

AL Pruett

TOURANE:
Rev, and Mrs, H. H. Hazlett
CANTHO : — COCHINCHINA
el i

Rev, and Mrs. G. G Ferry
SATGON, 320 Rue Fréve Louis:

Rev. and Mrs. BV, lewin
BATTAMBANG : — CAMBODIA

Rev. and Mrs. D, W. Ellison

KOMPONG TRACH
Hev. and Mes. F. G, Peterson
KRATIE :
Bev. and Mrs. Gordon ., Smith
PNOMPENIL, B Doudart de Lagrée:
Iev. and Mrs. A, L. Hammond
LUANG-PRABANG : ~— LAOS
Rev, and Mrs, G, FE. Roffe

VIENTIANE :
Mr. and Mrs. F. G. Grobh
UBON : — EAST SIAM

S et s
Rev. and Mrs, Paul W, Ganther
Fev, and Mrs. R, M. Chrisman
KHON KEN:
Rev. ond Mrs. Peter A. Voth

ON FURLOUGH :
Rev. and Mrs, N. M. Cressman
Rev. and Mrs. PP, E, Carlson
Rev, and Mrs. C. E. Travis
Rev. angd Mres, B. M. Jackson
Hev. 1. D, Olsen
Miss E. M. Frost
Rev. and Mrs. D, 1. Jaffrey
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EAST SIAM AS SEEN BY THE MISSIONARY!
REV. PAUL GUNTHER, UBON, SIAM

HE asccompanving sketch map of East Siam represents a

territory of aboul 60,000 square miles, or more than the
lolal area of the states of New York and New Jersey combined.
It conlains nearly one-third of the total area of the Kingdom
of Siam ; and within its limils may be counted 3,887,000 people.
or one-third of the total population of Siam.

Among these millions no Protestant missionary cametalive
until 1929. We must thus haslen all the more to accomplish
our task ere the ripened harvest perish for want of reapers.

Look at the map! All the cities marked on it must have
missionaries! Three of them are already occupied, namely :
Konrat, in the southwesl corner, by an able worker of the Siam
Home Mission,-and Epox and Kuox Kex by missionaries of
the Cnnistiax AND MissioNaryY ALuiance. There ave four more
large cities, strategic cenlers, capitals of provinces, wailing to
be opened at once. With a missionary in each of the cities of
Svnixnn, Ror Err, Unony, and Naros Paxoym, we shall have
merely begun our. lask of evangelization. Apart from the
natural difficulties of primitive roads, etc., there is nothing,
absolulely nothing, to hinder our enlering them NOW. Siam
is a free country. The missionary goes where he wanls lo go,
and when he wants to. There are no bandils, no rebellions.
NOW is the lime to enter while the door is apen.

Six missionary couples for six stalions, one for Bible
Schoal, and one for furlough replacements. Eight couples for
three millions—a low minimum—entirely insullicient, when
one considers the inaccessibility of the country and the difficul-
ties of travel. Can we have Lhem? The answer rests with yvou.

Bul in addition to wissionaries we must have n host of
native workers. Unon, for example, is the capital of a pro-
vince. In it are Lhirteen counties or market cities, and around
each of these are grouped scores and somelimes hundreds of
towns and villages. To evangelize Ubon we must have a
native worker in each of these counly seats preaching the
Gospel out in the country regions round aboul. Thirteen
native workers for one province —and Lhere are fourteen
provinces in East Siam apart from the provinee of Korst. You
can do the multiplying yoursell.

In some of these places a howe will have to be built before
the missionary can enter, Suitable houses are impossible to
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find. A suitable house in Siam means a wooden frame building
with some sort of a veranda to protect from the terrific tropi-
cal heat.

Then last but not least. Pulling wheels under a mission-
ary mulliplies his elliciency many fold. It makes two or
three missionaries out of one man. A Gospel Car, so construct-
ed that the missionary can live and sleep in it as he tours

! Luang-Praban
o Y O ik !

Vientiane

100 Miles

from town td town, has been the dream of the writer for some
time. Multitudes could thus be reached.

Thos, reader, you have a glimpse of East Siam and its
needs as seen by the missionary. You have in a putshell our
plans for meeting those needs. Now PRAY! Pray them out
of the nulshell on to the map. Change our dreams into reali-
ties. Change our plans into aceomplishmenls.
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CHAPEL PREACHING IN KHON KEN, SIAM
PETEI A, VOTH, KHON KEN, SIAM
RUDDHISM'S RESULTANT LETHARGY

N a country soch as Siam, where Buddhism is the slate

religion, the missionary soon observes that the main resull
of Buddhism is a state of apalhy on the part of its adherents,
This is noted in their every atlilude of life, and espeeially so
in the interior parts of the counlry where the impress and
contaclt ol modern civilization has not yet disrupled this slug-
gish, listless, passive menlalily. Hence, the missionary in
these parts soon learns that the establishing of a preaching
place on the oulskirts ol a town with the expectation that the
people will come to listen to his message, is oul of the ques-
tion. The vast majority are entirely salisfied (at leasl oul-
wardly) with their own religion, and are not at all greally
inlerested to know the truth that the missionary has to pro-
claim, to say nothing of accepling it as his own. So we fell
led of the Lord and thought it wise to open a chapel near the
markel place, and there preach the wonderful lruth of Salva-
tion through the Precious Blood of Jesus Christ.

GOSPEL HALL RENTED IN MARKET DISTRICT

To lind a room large enough and suitably localed was our
first task. All the available rooms were occupied by ener-
getic Chinese traders. Since the railroad is supposed to come
through to Khon Ken in a year or two, these Chinese traders
have left no stone uulurned in endeavoring to get established.
Some paid occupants of rooms in the markel as much as five
hundred dollars for them to move outso the trader could rent
theroom and start his business. We look the matter of gelting
a suitable place lo preach in praver to the Lord.

After some days we learned thal a Chinese dentist could
not pay his monthly rent and might have lo evacuate his place
of business. Immediately we endeavored to rent the place,
but were told to wail anolher month, for il he could borrow
the money to pay his rent he could stay. We continued Lo
pray for another month, asking God to make Lhis place avail-
able, for it was the very besl location in town, God an-
swered prayer and we were able lo secure the room Tor our
meelings. It islocated in the very heart of the market distriet.
Right behind our ehapel is the moving picture house and Lhe
municipal opium den. Here also, vight in this vieinity, harlols
and their mongers meet lo indglge in their vice. Here, where
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sin and vice of all forms abound, we are giving a wilness o
thie Gospel of Jesus Christ our Lord,
FIRST MEETINGS

There is no municipal eleclric plant in Khon Ken, but we
ore getling electricity to light our chapel from the privale
plant of the moving picture house. We recognize that God
has truly answered prayer in the matter of securing this room,
for had we rented one further away from this center, we would
not have had electricity. We are glad for the opportanity He
has given us lo preach the Gospel in this place where men
and women gather in Iarge numbers.

The opening night the chapel was crowded to capacily,
and ever since we have had large numbers listening to the
preached Word. However, do not misunderstand whal is
meant by large numbers, for our little chapel when filled to
capacity holds only aboul one hundred and filly. To inlerest
Lhe peaple and make the Gospel plain to tiem, we use Sunday
School Picture Ralls and highly colored Charts, However a
service does nol vsually run along as smoothly as those to
which we are accustomed in the homeland., Al sight of the
pictures or charts someone will get an idea and find it abso-
lutely necessary to explain to his neighbor, not by whispering,
but by speaking out loud. Thus the missionary must stop
again and again and ask them lo be quiet and graciously favor
the ones who desire lo listen to the message.

AMUSING MUSICAL MISUNDERSTANDING

Qeecasionally amusing things occur in the meeting. One
night Mrs. Chrisman and Mrs, Voth sang aspecial song in Siam-
ese, In the chorus T joined them singing the bass. To my
surpriseé the whale audience wassoon convulsed whith laugh-
ter. Isoon gathered thal they were interpreting my endeavy-
ors as an unsuccessful effort to reach the tune. The only
remedy was to leave Lhe hass and sing the soprano,

FOCUSSING THOUGHTS OF QUESTIONERS ON THE GOSPEL

At the close of each mecting gn opportunity is given for
the asking of questions. Some of the mosl frequent are on
this wise: If our souls go Lo heil must they stay there forever?
Whal sins are sinall and which are great? When will you have
a day for the washing away of sins (Thinking sins can be
washed away only on a certain decreed day). In the sin of
adullery is the man also guilty 7 Is it wrong to go horseback
and to kill anjmals? II' we become Chrislinnas what work
shall we then do? If we become Christians do we still
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have to pay taxes? To all of which the missionary seeks lo
reply, but endeavours to focus their thoughls on the Cross
of Christ and their need of a Saviour.

PRAY FOR THE SALVATION OF SOULS

Perhaps someone would ask, Do you find it worlth while?
Does it pay? We fully realize that a great many people come
merely out of curiosily, because this is something «new under
the sun» for them. But we do believe that God Is spesking to
the hearts of some. Daring the first ten meelings four young
men have prayed. How sincere they were we cannot tell, for
since coming to the mission field we realize more fully than
ever that the «heart is deceitful above all things and desperate-
ly wicked, who can know it.» Time will prove whether they
were serions or not.

Will you, dear friends, kindly join usin praying much for
them and for the lost of Siam. We feel that we need a real
Holy Gliost revival,—a revival which will ¢ause these people
to have a sense of sin. We want to see real conviction forsin,
real conversion from sin, and real vielory oversin in the hearts
and lives of these people. We know that this will nol ¢ome
about by the «arm of flesh,» bul by real, intercessory, believing
prayers. We ask for prayer volunteers—men and women,—
who will become the home forces for promoling a real revival
in Eastern Siam.

THE LONG-NEGLECTED THAI RACE

IN God's good providence the ArLiaxce has been chosen le
assume a very large parl ol the responsibility for the
evangelization of the great Thai Race; so long neglected by
the Christian Church. Although today divided into peaples
and tribes by polilical boundaries and vast inlervening dis-
tances,— their territory stretching like a great band hundreds
of miles wide from the China Sea in the east over to the Indian
Ocean in the wesl,—yet the distinclive language, customs,

| religions, and characteristics of the original race are still

retained, whether among the Shans of North Burma, the
Siamese of Siam, the Lao of East Siam and Laos, the «Thai,»
Thd and Nung of Tonkin, or the Aboriginese of South China.
Pray Lhal increasing blessing may rest upon this marvellous
God-given ministry, and missionaries and means be provided
so that the vast mountain regions of this greal belt comprising
theThai territory he completely evangelised before Jesus Comes.
=g

GOSPEL ITINERATING IN EASTERN SIAM
ROBERT M. CHRISMAN, UBON, SIAM

JESUS DNLY CAN REMOVE SIN'S CATARACTS
HE king of Siam has recenltly returned from an extended
visit to the United Slates. He went to America with a
need and a desire for that need to be mel. A cataract had
caused the loss of sightin one eve, butone of your most skilful
men in the science of surgery performed the delicale operation
which broughtsight te the blinded eye. The king, his need,
and appeal to American genius for relief was capitalized upon
by the publicity agents unlil every syndicale in the land
carried news ilems nol only regarding the king, bul his king-
dom and subjecis as well. 50 now you know a little more
ahout our chosen field of service than the white elephants and
the advertized popular sideshowattraction at the eircus where,
for a dime, one could see the so-called «Siamese twins.»
Today we have found our way to you through this publi-
calion. We have come wilh a great need, seeking and longing
for your help, not that one¢ might receive sight to one eye—on
the conlrary, that millions might feel the living touch which
will remove Lhe scales that blind their eyes from the Light of
the world. Our news ilem is not interesting enough to the
world to even be lound on a back page of the dailies, although
we come lo you, not on behalf of a temporal king but on
behalf of the King of kings, for the needs of those who were
purchased by His redeeming blood in Eastern Siam. We are
not agking for yeu to eome and help us. On the other hand
we would ask you to pray out five new missionary couples to
oceupy the remaining stralegic cenlers in this recently made-
known fleld. We would not ask you for the money needed for
houses in these sections where no livable homes are available.
However, we ask for the kind of prayer that will bring these
resalls—prevailing, intercessory prayer.
PIONEERING EVANGELISTIC TRIP
Just three days ago Mr. Gunther, Mr, Voth and I returned
from an eight day trip through pioneer terrilory in northeast-
ern Siam where hundreds of thousands have never heard the
Gospel story. We have come back to our dutieswith a renew-
ed vision of the tremendous need and task before uws. Our
starting point was Khon Ken where we met Mr. Voth who had
made arrangements (or the transportation. A Ford truck was
to be the mode of conveyance. On the morning of departure
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we loaded our cols, bedding and suiteases into the car and
were off on the first lap of the journey, the goal being Udorn.
There we stayed in a hotel managed by an Annamese.
PREACHING IN UDORN MARKET
Early the next day we came down lo breaklast with tracts,
Grospels, charls and pietures prepared for an epen air gather-
ing al the municipal market, One of the hotel men saw our
oulfit and then hurried off to his room from which he came
with a broad smile holding in his hand several Annamese
Gospel portions which he had purchased while in French
Indo-China from one of our nalive workers. He joined us at
the service where Mr. Voth spoke first from a large chart
designed to make the redemplion truths more vivid to the
listeners. The outstanding object on this charl, three yards
in length, is a huge crimson cross. The very heart of these
talks in the open was the message of that old rogged cross
and the blessed hope made real through the emply tomb.
They say the founder of Buddhism died too, but our joyous
news of glad tidings echoes back that Christ, the Founder of
Christianity, not only died but He arose. Praise God for:
«Up from the grave He arose
With a mighty trinmph o’er His foes;
He arose a Victor [rom the dark domain,
And He lives forever with His saints to reign;
He arose! He arose! Hallelujah! Christ avese!l»
GOSPELS SOLD AND TRACTS DISTRIBUTED
Then Mr. Gunther followed nsing one of the pictures from
a 8.5, roll depicting the birth of our Lord. After this short,
peppy message, My, Voth ecalled attention to the broad and
narrow wavs, and Mr. Gunther then closed portraving Jesus,
the crucified One.  After preaching the “‘old story of the cross,”
the only message with power in it suflicient to save from sin,
salvation tracts were distributed to all who would receive,
and a goodly number of gospels sold. We then bade farewell
to Udorn, a large district of some 200,000 people, where a
missionary couple must be stationed. Wesay “must” because
there is no otber way for these thousands to hear, for “How
then shall they ecall on Him in whom they have not believed?
And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not
heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher?”
GOOD MARKET MEETING IN NONGKHAY
In Nongkhay, a town in a region made up of approximate-
Iy 100,000 inhabitapts, anolber good market meeling was
e e

conducled. [t was only wilh regret that we passed on from

here. Our lime was so limited. Weeks and months should

have heen spent preaching, teaching, and selling Seripturesin

each of these populous areas. There should be recruils from

the home base, and money suflicient for opening these new

places. Will you trusl God wilh us? He has never yvel failed!
SAKON NAKON AND NAKON PANOM

We then journeyed to Sakon Nakon, representing 180,000
people, at which place fresh coniaets were made and an open
air service carried on. Gospels were sold, seed was soewn,
vel merely a handful, out of those thousands, were reached.
When will they have their opportunity ? Five hours by motor
car in the dry season from Sakon Nakon brings one lo Lhe cily
of Nakon Panom, situated on the bank of the Meckong River.
In this city and vieinity 150,000 souls are still waiting to hear
the good news of sulvalion for the first time. We are looking
to God for a missionary couple and funds fora honse that this
important section of our field might be opened. At this point
Mr. Gunther left us returning to Ubon by river boal and bus.

BAD AUTO ROADS—A NOVEL USE FOR PORK FAT

At four o'clock the following morning we were up, and
before five were on our relurn Lrip to Udorn, 150 miles away.
Thus far the trip had been without delay, but the fool-deep
ruls and rough surface which we had lo bump over hour after
hour soon proved too much for the Ford to endure. The
center bolt in the rear spring gave way, which caused the car
totilt until the tire rubbed on the lender. Our native chaufleur
drove unlil the ador of burnt rubber was strong; then he
stopped, and wilh our help tipped the car back to its original
position, This process was repeated over and over again
before we reached our destination,

When the day had passed and night was wearing on, there
was added to the clouds of dusl, bumps, and miserably slow
travel the fear of being canght in the jungle country without
shelter, for the oil gauge only registered 14 full. The supply of
oil being exhausted, and every ellort to find more having failed,
a bright idea entered the driver's mind, for what did he do but
buy two guarts of pork fat and pour into lthe ear! Can you
imagine using lard for molor vil? Well, the knock ceased for
u while, oaly to grow worse a few hours later. Al midnight,
when we dared go no farther, we slopped in a small village,
and Providence led us to s shop where real lubricalion oil
could be purehased. With better spirits bul weary in body,
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we reached Udorn at 3 a.m., having travelled some 22 hours
and covering only 150 miles.
TWO FORDS NEEDED

Friends, pray with us for two Ford cars, one for Ubon and
one for Khon Ken, where opportunities are greal lo do effective
work among the villagers. These cars would not anly elimin-
ate the transportation problem, but the even greater prablem
of sleeping accommodationsandthe food supply. Inthe villages
there are no rest houses, and nothing but uneatable Siamese
and Laotian food. Wilth a car equipped with sleeping accom-
modalions, one missionary could do the work of two.

SAVING SIGHT FOR THE SIN-BLINDED SOULS OF EAST SIAM

Lel me call your altention to one other discovery made
on the tour. Fifly years ago French Calholie priests boughl
a large tract of land lying oo the road belween Sakon Nakon
and Nakon Panom. The tracl was subdivided, and small plots
for homes and rice fields were given [ree to evervone who
would allow the Catholies to educate their children. Today
they have a village with 2,000 residents. The large briek
church stands alone without a single Buddhist lemple in the
community. Catholieism reigns supreme, and of course the
second generalion will no doubl be enlirelv Catholic. Jusl
think, Tha Pra is known throughout that section of the coun-
try as a Catholie village. We accept this as a challenge, and
through the power of the Holy Spirit in our lives, and in
answer Lo your prayers, we expect to influence men to follow
Christ without such malerial inducements. We have neither
asilver norgolds tooffer them—ewnolhing bul the blood of Jesus,»
the ransom price paid in full for them over 1900 centuries ago,

Recently we happened on to a news item telling of how
a blind man was wailing to cross one of vour city streets.
Soon he felt an arm slip into his, so with a sure slep followed
his leader toward the other side, when suddenly they bolh
were struck down by an automobile. This was a case where
one blind man unknowingly put his truost in another blind
man. «Can the blind lesd the blind? Shall they both not fall
into the diteh 20" This illustrates the condition ef the Siamese
people placing their failh in Buddhism. They move oanward,
at the merey of blind fate, without any help from Buddha their
god. They are left in this world to shoulder Llieir problems,
their sorrows, and afflictions, for Buddha offers them neither
help nor comfort. «llow useless and vain is all religion
without a saving faith in the Lord Jesus Christ!s
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PERSONAL TESTIMONY OF BOON ME DOKMAI

THE FIRST CHRISTIAN BAPTIZED IN EAST SIAM

TRANSLATED BY REV. PAUL GUNTHER
WANT to give my leslimony in wilness of the Lord Jesus
Chrisl. My original home during the first years of my
schooling was in Bangkok, the Capilal.
BECOMING A BUDDHIST PRIEST
According to the Siamese custom, every yvoung man should
enler the priesthood and live in the pagoda lor a period of
time. When about thirteen vears of age, I was obliged to
vield to the wish of my [ather and mother and become a
novice (apprentice priest), and lived in the pagoda one year.
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THE FIRST PROTESTANT BAPTISM IN EAST SIAM

Mr. Hoon Me Dokmai being baplised by Bev. Poul Guniher at Ubon
This was in order thal I might become free from sin and its
punishment, and become a righleous person according to lhe
Buddhist religion. But when I left the pagoda and began lo
work for a living again, I found that I continued in sin the
same as before, and my wickedness was very greal.

READING AND TEARING UP THE SCRIPTURES

Aboul four vears after leaving sehool 1 went to Korat to
earn a living., My work there as a mechanic on asteam launch
took me here and there and everyvwhere until I landed at Si-
saket in the direction of Ubon. Up until that time I had not
yvel met the Lord Jesus Christ. After aboul six months there
a friend gave me a Christian Seripture portion whicl he had
==



received. But when I had read a portion, I tore it up and
threw it in the river and paid no further attention to it,—for
had I not already gotten rid of my sins by living for a vear
in the pagoda?

Later on I came to Ubon where I worked as chautfenr and
helper on an antobus. There at Ubon, they lold me, was a
foreigner who taught religion, bul when they wanted me to go
wilh them to visil the foreign teacherI would not be hothered.
I looked down upon Christianily as a false religion which
would lead us astray. Il was certainly only the power of the
true God that caused me to change my mind and turn to seek
Him. God has helped me lo escape sin and has caused His
righleousness to be with me.

MEETING THE LORD JESUS CHRIST

It was here in Ubon that I mel the Lord Jesus Christ. But
before I mel the Lord and believed in Him, I lived a lile of sin,
I was a rowdy, and drank alcohol and smoked ; I wounld sleal
things, a little here and a little there. 1 drank every day.

At that time I lived in the same house with a sign painter.
One day the teacher, Paul Gunther, went to hire this man lo
paint a sign for a chapel hie was Lo open. Oneday the painter
asked me to go to the missionary’s house to gdel the exacl
wording for the sign. When he gave me the paper with the
wording lor Lthe sign, Lhe leacher also gave me a book (Serip-
ture portion). I did not understand why he gave il to me, nor
what it was about; but he said to take it home and read it, 1
returned home and when I had some spare time I read the
book, and as I read 1 desired to know more, so [ went and
asked for more boolks; 1 also went and lislened lo the teacher
preach every day, until I began Lo believe a liltle. Finally I
went to the teacher’'s house to learn the story of Lhe Lord
Jesus in delail. He told how Christ could forgive oursins; and
cleanse all the wickedness out of a sinner.

BELIEVING THE GOSPEL AND REPENTING

My faith gradually increased. 1 asked the teacher what |
musl do to conquer sin. He said Lo believe in Christ and pray
for forgiveness, and the Lord would surely help. [then made
up my mind Lo believe, and that day offered mysell lo the Lord.
I had two packages of cigaretles in my pockel, bul when I
returned to the house | gave them away. Before that I had
served Lhe cigareltes, bul now the Lord has delivered me from
thal, aud from drinking and other bad habils. This is the
truth. Those who have known me faor the past vear since
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I hecame a Christian, all know that I have repented and have
become a new person. All this is the gift of the Lord Jesus
Christ, and was brought to pass only by His power.

NOTE:

Boon Me Dokmai was baptised last November. He has
continually shown boldness and zeal in wilnessing for the
Lord, and has been a great help to me in itineraling, chapel
work, ete. He is faithful in studving the word, and we believe
the Lord is preparing him for a fruitful ministry here in EAST
SIAM. Pray that God may raise up many more like him to
help evangelize this needy land.

A SHOPPING TRIP IN EASTERN SIAM

MRS. PETER A. YOTH, KHON KEN, SIAM

THE SLUGGISH MONOTONE OF SIAMESE LIFE
N this far distant land of Siam, life moves along its slow
cycle wilh very little variation in the pattern. One day
differs very little from the next in its simple routine. Life is
shorn of all its trimmings here; this is true as regards the
food, clothing and mode of life of these people. Even the
thermometer has a sluggish bias and seems inclined to remain
belween «warmp and «very hot.» The most enjoyable part of
the day is the early morning, when a gentle breeze blowing
through the palm trees tonches as a soothing balm on heal-
weary bodies. Towards noon the sun rising steadily hangs
like a fiery ball in the heavens, whilst greal heal waves float
over the plains. At three in the afternoon the sun's rays are
less direct, and we find it necessary occasionally togo shopping.
SEEKING TO MAKE FRIENDLY CONTACTS
Our house is aboul a mile from the main part of town.
Donning our cork helmels, and perhaps also holding aloft a
brightly-colored Chinese paper parasol, we plod along the
sandy road to town. Cuariouseyes gaze at us as we pass along,
for we have nol as yel ceased lo be objects of interest and
speculation. Women smile and familiarly inquire, «Where
are you going ?» or «Where have you been ?»—and to all and
sundry we take time to explain just where we are hound. We
pass scores of these groups of women, sitting before their
squalid hamboo homes which line the roadway, leisurely
making cocoanut cakes over a small open fire. So they
pleasantly spend hour after hour in the making of cocoanut
cakes and continual conversation. Here and there we stop
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to look at the cakes, inquire as lo the ingredients used, and
seek to make a friendly contact. The friendship of these
people must be won belore we can win them to Christ,
ORIENTAL SALESMANSHIP ON MAIN STREET

Bul we must harry on for we still have a considerable
distanee to the market. Arriving at the main street of lown,
we enter a Chinese shop where a blandly smiling proprietor
approaches us. On learning our wanls lle_ searches out from
an innumerable guanlity ol boxes of all sizes and shapes the
articles desired. We cautiously inguire the price, and with a
side-long appraising glance at the foreigners he slales it.
Thereupon we quickly calculate and offer about half the
amount asked, knowing that we are thereby approaching
somewhere near the real price. This is always to us a dis-
agreeable part of shopping, for we Americans are nol used llo
Oriental bickerings and bargaining. But to them no sale is
worth the name where there is not considerable discussion
back and forth as to prices, and therefore the price is doubled
and trebled to begin with, Soin true Oriental style we discuss
the value of the article and firmly hold to our lirsl price.
Finally we reach an agreemenl and purchase the desired
article, having increased our proffered price a little, but
inwardly feeling that we have arrived somewhere near lhe
real value of the goods. The Chinaman also is equally grati-
fied, for he has undoubtedly made a good percenlage on his
sale, which he probably attributes to his good salesmanship.

THE TOWN MARKET

Soon we reach the market, the center of the town's activi-
ties. IFarly each morning very nearly the whole population
congregale's at the market, and throughout the whole day as
well a continual stream of buyvers and sellers throng the place.
Now, if you lhave lived in the East for some lime you may
have an inward shrinking lowards approaching this place,
and much prefer to have your native cook mnke_ai! your
purchases. Bul cast aside your seruples and enler with us,
Asweenter, practically every eve in lhe place is turned upon us,
and all our movements are closely observed. What willthe for-
eigners buy? Each seller sits beside his little baskel of goods
or behind a table on which he has arrayed all his wares.
To the left of us is a great display of native roots and leaves,
very few of which we have as yet found to be edible.

"The simple Lao, in whose regard labor is an evil to be
altogether shunned, troubles himself very little to till his
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ground, ontside of his small palch of rice sufficient for his
family’s use. Anything else which he may need lhe gathers
from the jungle or swamp. A few leaves, very often uncooked,
spread over his rice and then dipped in strong fish-waler,
comprise [or him an ample meal. Now, what has this woman
to sell? We peer into the basket and see hundreds of huge
beetles. Are these to be eaten ? She hastens lo assure us that
they are most delicious! However, we shall not sample them
as long as we ecan graciously refrain from doing so. 1T we
should meet them at a feast, that would be different, we
uwiight then not have the courage to pass them np. The next
woman is enjoying a thriving sale of whole roasted frogs,
slrung like beads on a stick, their stark, bulging eyes gazing
patbelically at the eager buyers bidding for their purchase.

And now we reach the meal counter. Of course, you
will not recognize the cuts here, for various reasons. First,
meal is meal, and the culting of it makes very little difference;
secondly, the huge green flies swarming over the whole make
il quite unrecognizable. However, we pick oul the slab we
desire, and the Chinaman ties it up in a banana leafl or ties a
cord-like vine around it, and so we carry home our meat for
dinner. Germs, microbes? Oh well, we are in a land where
these are neither admitted nor recognized, and moreover a
good boiling or roasting will take care of them. This is always
the happy thoughl that salves our germ-conscious appetiles.

THE PRIESTS AT EVENING DEVOTIONS

So ends our shopping tour., The sun is already low in
the west, ils setting glow shimmering through the distant
palms and casting long soothing shadows over the plains.
We must hurry home, for with the sun’s disappearance darkness
falls almosl immediately. We pass one of the twenly or more
Buddhist temples of this city, and through ils open doors see
the squatting forms of scores of long-robed priests, at their
evening devotions. How weird this monotone of prayer! A
curious jangle of sound issuing with tremendous rapidity. A
chill ereeps over ane's soul at the thought of these benighted
human beings kneeling before a hideous idol to which they
offer the worship and adoration belonging to God alone. Like
Paul of old our spirits are moved al such sights and burn with
an intense desire to reveal to these darkened souls of Easl
Siam the God who commanded the light to shine out of
darkness, and Who hath shined in our hearts to give the light
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ Jesus.
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«GO YE INTO THE HIGHWAYS!»

A WEEK-END OF WITNESSIRG IN LUANG PRABANG

REV. (i- EDWARD HOPFFE, LUANG PRABANG, LAOS

N June 1931, we received official papers from both Lhe

French Administration and from His Majesty, the King,
duly authorizing us to carry on evangelistic work unhindered
throughout the realm of Luang Prabang, Laos. While we
thanked God for this, we also realized thal alter months of
much-delayed and much-handicapped effort al language study
we were incapable of laking full advantage of Lhe opportunity
thus presented to us.

SECURING TEMPORARY NATIVE HELPERS

However, we fell strongly Lthal the Word should be going
farth, since resirictions had heen remaved, and so we wrote
to the leader of a small group of Swiss Brelhren missionaries,
which has been working in southern Laeos since 1902, Their
work, established in three small centers about six hundred
miles soulh of us, thoungh limiled in extent, has been intensive,
and they have grouped a number of Christians aboul them.
The Bible has been translated into the Lao tongue; the New
Testament bas been oll Lhe press for several years, and now Lhe
Old Teslament is being sel up at our Mission Press at Hanoi
under the direction of the translator, Mv. Audelalt.

In our letler we asked if they could loan us a maon who
would be well versed in the Scriptures and who would be
willing lo come and spend several months with ps falfilling
the task ol a colporleur-evangelist, al the same lime aiding us
wilth the language. We were willing Lo trusl the Lord to meet
the expense of his travelling and to pay him a stated monthly
sum, This involved a pure venture of faith on our parl. Some
weeks laler we learsed by wire that five men were on their
way and in due time they arrived. One was a man of sixty-
odd years, whose radiant face gave abundant evidence of his
twently years ol humble walking with the Lord. The other,
a younger man of twenfv-lwo years, was the school teacher
for the Christian children in the village of Ban Lao which 1
visited last February. Two men, instead of one, meant extra
expense—and a call for extra faith; but our exira needs never
find God in an extremity and so faith fallers nol.

MEETINGS STARTED IN MISSIONARY'S HOME

All attempls to rent a hall suitable for meetings were

fruitless, so we have been holding a service every Sunday
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morning in our home. During the week we continue with
our studies, somelimes go oul o witness here and there with
our men, while at other times they go out tosell the Seriplures
and tell the«Old, Old Story,»at the same time inviting the people
to the Sunday service. The first lwo or three Sundays people
came, and then gradually the attendance dwindled to next to
nolthing. The reasons were numerous. First, these men,
coming from a different region, have a distinetly different
accent, although still speaking Lao. Then in additlion they
speak much faster than the people of Luang Prabang. This
rapidity of speech, coupled with the confusing accent and the
difference in words and expressions, made it hard to understand
them. Second, and more imporlant than the first, is a [act
that our men stated: when inviting people to the meeling,
almost invariably people would reply that they were afraidto
come to our, a foreigner's, house. This is ecasily understood
in the natural, and more easily understood when one realizes
that the Devil is infinitely interested in using all the means in
his power to keep the people fram hearing the Good News,
for he knows that, «Faith cometh by hearing.»
GATHERING PEOPLE FROM FAR AND WIDE

After praying for gnidance we felt led to do two things.
There was a portable blackboard which was idle. We decided
to put it out before the house on Saturday morning and let it
announce fo all passers-by the day and hour of the meeting,
inviting them to come in and hear the Word of Life. Second,
we felt sure thal we must go on Saturday with our men and
personally invile as many people as possible. It is surprising
wilh what facility people forget what day of the week is
Sunday, so we wantled to prompt them the day before and also
to let them get a ehance to see thal we wished them no harm,
in shorlt, thal we invited them with the simple aim of giving
them the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.

So a suitable announcement is written on the blackboard
and this gives a silent inviltalion all day Salurday. In the
afternoon (for in the morning people are away to market), we
start out to enler homes and invile the people. Al the first
corner we invile a group, mostly women, who are buying and
selling dainties. A store is entered and the invitation given.
Nexl door we find greatpreparations being made for a religious
lestival, and we have a chanece to invile many people. Here
and there we find lhose who have read the notice on the
blackboard ; they inguire to mske sure which day the meeling
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is to be; others state that they are afraid. Afraid of whal?
They are at a loss lo explain, bul the facl remains Lhat the
Devil nses every means al his disposal to hinder people from
hearing the Gospel, be it groundless fear or appalling indifTer-
ence. We remember Christ’s parable of a certain man who,
having made a supper, sent his servants at supper-time lo
invite those that were bidden. «And lhey all with one consent
began to make excuse ;3—and there appears to be no end to
the really trivial excuses that the Devil can cause people o
fabricate. On the olher hand many people listen with seeming
atlention, assert fervenlly that they will come to hear more—
and we never see them again !

We climb up the steps of a high substanlial house, the
properly of a prince ; here we find four or five women gam-
bling with cards on the verandah. They give us a casual,
almost contemptuous glance, and acknowledge indifferently
our invitation. The next house is that of a man we find to be
dumhb and we believe him to be deafl also, for those who
converse willh him use a small slate to pass their thoughts
back and forth. One woman refuses absolutely to come—she
readily tells us that she worships the spirils who protect her
home and, should she even come into listen, the spirits would
in all probability kill her. Nevertheless, we urge her lo come,
assuring her that Jesus has defeated «him thal had the power
of death, thal is, the devil.»

INTERESTING INCIDENTS OF THE MEETINGS

Sunday morning we have a crowd of thirty or forty in our
house. Among them are faces that have been seen before, but
there are new faces as well, thanks to our blackboard and
personal invitations. Hymns ave sung, prayer is offered, and
the Word is given forlh. One old woman lislens, nods her
head in agreement with what is being said and, at Lhe close,
asks when the next meeting will be. She wants to come
again—but so far has not been seen since. Another ready
listener is a young prince who formerly was in Lhe Native
Administration Civil Service bullost his job through addiction
to the opium habit. Now he is down and out and came to the
liouse one evening to tell us he wanted to become a follower
of Christ. He prayed and has since been coming regularly,
as well as attending week-night classes for inquirers. Pray
for this intelligenl young man thal he may become an instru-
ment in God’s hands for the evangelization of his people.

Al the close of the service the dumhb man, referred lo
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above, made lis appearance and gave us customary oflerings
of lowers and a few eggs. 1 gol the blackboard and started
Lo write oul the simple delfails of the Gospel story, We found
oul that he was not deal, so we preached to him and he asked
questions by wriling them, He wanted medecine bul we read
him the story of Peter ant John giving the impotent bheggar,
nol silver and gold, bul such as they had., We praved defin-
itely for him, and he went home saying that he would consull
his lamily as to whether he should abandon his spirvit worship,
and get rid of his fear of them by pulling himself under the
prolection of the Saviour.

Just as he was going we were surprised to see one of the
women gamblers whom we had invited the day belore. She
wis very late so we told her shortly what il was all abou! and
she wanled to know when the next public meeting would be.
She eame the next Sunday and after hearing the Gospel for
the first time declared her desire to pray. She praved and
expressed a desire to come o learn to read that she might
learn more [rom the Scriptures.

VISITING A VILLAGE ENQUIRER

Aller dinner we saddled the two horses Lhal the Lord had
at last provided for us, and started oul to a village several
miles nwav—n small village situated in the midst of rice lields.
One household in this village, Ban Na Sang, told our honseboy
that they wnonled to become Christians. A word aboul our
househboyv. In an article by Mrs. Roffe 1hat was published
last February, menlion was made of this boy. John's Gospel
had heen given to him and praver was requesled for him,
The first meeting in our home found him asking us what he
must do lo be saved, and soon we had him on his knees. Far
several weeks he seemed no different and then, ss we conlinued
to pray for him, he suddenly evinced an interest in the meet-
ings we were holding, and when opportunity presented itself,
he was ender to go along. So this Sunday afternoon we find
him accompanying us lo Ban Na Sang to sing wilh us one or
two hymns he had learned, and to lend the aid of his presence
whileheat the same time listened. Healsoallends aninquirers’
class during the week.

Our horses picked their wayv across the narrow dykes
that separate the diftferent levels of rice fields. A green clump
of bamhoo and trees in the midst of the fields proves lo be
the village of our deslination, and we soon find the family in
question. They appear to waunt to leave spiril worship in or-
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der to be released from the costly sacrifice of animals demand-
ed by their medecine men. The Gospel is outlined to them,
and then an evangelistic service is held forall the villagers who
wanl tocome and listen in response to ourinvitation. Wearrive
home intime to hurriedly prepare an evening meal, and then are
soon ready for bed when sweet rest reposes our weary bodies.
A PLEA FOR PRAYER PARTNERS

And now we have said good-bye to our two colporleurs,
We had hoped they would stay anolher month bul they ex-
pressed a desire to go home. This means thal the burden ol
the task is, under God, npon us. Three months ago | could
scarcely have preached so as to be understood ; bul now,
thank God, after listening to these native brethren, I can
carry on. Already I have preached with the Lord’s blessing.

This description of a week-end’s activilies will give you
some idea of how we are trying to gel the message of lile and
love out lo Ihese sin-enslaved, dying-wilhout-hope people.
Pray, oh pray, that our knowledge of the language may be
perfected ; pray earnestly thal these babes in Christ may feed
on the Lamb and the Word and become stalwarl sons§ and
daughters of the living God capable. by His grace, of usefully
serving the Lord Tesus ; pray above all that the preaching of
the Word may indeed bring down deep caonviction of sin upon
all who hear, and that a soul-hunger for salvation may lead
hundreds to Jesus. Our lask is to pray and labour—your’s,
dear friend, is to lahonr in prayer. May God give ns the
vision Lhal will cause us to determine that nothing will hinder
us from fulfilling, by His grace, our God-appointed task.
—Editor : This article is included in this special Kast Siam issue
as il is the same people, the Lao, in bolh Laos and East Stam.

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR EAST SIAM

RAY thal the missionaries be constantly lilled with the

Holy Spirit, be divinely helped in the speedy acquisition
of the Siamese and Lao languages, and their witness be with
such unction and power that from the beginning there shall
be asigns followingy: souls soundly saved and sanctilied.

RAY the Lord to send consecraled missionary couples to

accupy the stralegic centres of Surindr, Roiett, Udorn, and
Nakon Panom, so that ast Siam may speedily be evangelized.

RAY the Lord to send TWO FORD AUTOS for evangelistic

work. The time is shorl, so we must employ every means
to give these millions the Gospel belore Jesus Comes,
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