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EAST SIAM 
JESUS has been promised these ut­

termost parts of the earth for His 
possession, and the heathen for His 
inheritance. Any day now may see 
Jesus come to claim His own. and this 
glorious consummation realised. But 
what of our individual part in this? 
Shall not we. the blood-bought, do all 
in our power by praying, g iving, and 
going, that In these last days the four 
millions of East Siam may have an 
opportunity of sharing in the eternal 
blessedness which shall be the "inher­
itance of the saints» nt His Coming? 

May God grant that each reader of this 
special East Siam issue of the •• C a l l -

shall measure up to this sacred trust. 



B R I E F F I E L D N O T E S 

T H E R E M U S T B E N O H O L D I N G B A C K ! 

ALTHOUGH a severe reduction 1ms been made in the 
monthly funds sent hy the Home Board lo the (ield for the 

maintaining and dcvclopping of the work among the 25,000,000 
perish ing sou Is of French Indochina and Fast Siam, yel we flare 
nol hold back in these Inst days preceding our Lord's Bclurn. 
By faith il is planned to open up Iwo more provinces among 
Ihe almost score of still unoccupied provinces iu Tonkin: 
Ha nam wilh 121,000, anil Bacgiang with 254,000 perishing 
souls. Twenty dollars monthly is specially required from 
the Lord's stewaeds for each of these provinces. Will you 
not share wilh us in this precious privilege, so that the Lord 
may save many souls in these now forsaken provinces, thus 
rewarding your faithfulness in prayer and sacrifice? 

Last year 1(182 new converts were baptized in Indochina. 
In view of this splendid fruitage in souls, il is our conviction 
that at this time there is no heller investment in souls than 
the above. The Lord has opened the door, in these momentous 
days, to our beloved ALLIANCE. We must nol hold back, we 
must enter and give Ihe Gospel witness ere it is too late.—C. 

MISSION CHURCHES.—In future hnlf the Mission Subsidy 
to cnch native evangelist of the Mission Churches will 

he | > .1 i < I on a pre rata basis, accord jog as funds nre received 
from the Home Board. 

FURLOUGHS.—Funds permitting, Mr. and Mrs. Gunthcr and 
Mr. and Mrs. Ha/lctt expect lo leave this spring for well-

earned furloughs, D.V. 

PRAYER REQUESTS. — Please pre* for Mr. Olsen on fur­
lough, Mrs. II . Ciirwen Smith .nnd Mrs. Hnmniond in Hong­

kong, that the Lord may speedily restore Ihem to lull health 
and strength. 

Pray that the evangelists find converts of the Mission 
Churches may be correspondingly blessed as Ihey, owing lo 
Ihe financial stringency, are being compelled to assume 
increasing responsibility for their own finances and also for 
forward pioneer evangelism. 

CONFERENCES.—Prav for the Cambodian Conference at Bat­
tambang, March 2.'i-27, the Tonkin Conference at Hadong, 

March 15-1", Ihe Annamese Church Conference al Faifoo, in 
May, nnd Ihe Missionaries' Conference nt Dalat, June 10. 
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Hanoi 
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Rev. nml M n . G. F.. Koffti 
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E A S T S I A M A S S E E N B Y T H E M I S S I O N A R Y ! 
HEV. I'Al'l . o r S T H E H , L'BON, SIAM 

THE accompany ing sketch map of KHSI Siam represents a 
terr i tory of about 00,000 square mites, o r more than the 

total area of the states of N'ew York and New Jersey c o m b i n e d . 
II contains near ly one- th i rd of the lo la l area of Ihe K ingdom 
of Siam ; and w i l l i i n i ls l imits may he counted 3,887,000 people, 
or one- th i rd oT the total popu la t ion of S iam. 

Among these mi l l ions no Protestant miss ionary came to l ive 
unt i l 19211. W e must Ihus hasten al l the more to accompl i sh 
ou r task ere the r ipened harvest per ish for want of reapers. 

L o o k at the m o p ! A l l the ci t ies marked on it must have 
m iss ionar ies ! T h r e e of them are al ready o c c u p i e d , n a m e l y : 
KORAT, in the southwest co rne r , hy an able wo rke r o f Ihe Siam 
Home M iss ion , and L'BON and KHON KEN by missionar ies of 
the CHRISTIAN AND MISSIONARY ALLIANCE . The re are four more 
large c i t ies, strategic centers, capi ta ls of prov inces, wa i t ing to 
he opened at once. W i th a missionary in each of the ci t ies of 
SI'RINDH , Ho i KIT . C H U R N , and NAKON I'ANOM . we shal l l iave 
merely begun ou r task of cvnngel iz i i t ion. Apart f rom the 
natural di f f icul t ies of pr imi t ive roads , etc. , there is no th ing , 
absolute ly no th ing , to hinder our enter ing t l ieni N O W . Siam 
is a free coun t ry . T h e miss ions r j goes where he wants to go, 
and when he wants to. The re are no bandi ts , no rebel l ions. 
N O W is tlie l ime to enter wh i l e the doo r is open. 

Six miss ionary couples for six stat ions, one for Bib le 
Schoo l , and one for fur lough rep lacements . Eight couples Tor 
three mi l l ions—a low min imum— ent i re ly Insuff icient, when 
one considers the inaccess ib i l i ty of the count ry ami the difficul­
ties of t ravel . Can we have them ? T h e answer rests w i l l i y o u . 

Bu l in add i t ion lo miss ionar ies w e must have a host o f 
nat ive worke rs . UBOM , for example , is the cap i ta l o f a p r o ­
v ince . In it are thir teen count ies or market c i t ies , and around 
cact i o f these are grouped scores and sonie l in ics hundreds of 
towns and vi l lages. T o evaugel izc Uhon we must have a 
nat ive worke r in each of these county seals p reach ing the 
Gospel ou l in the country reg ions round about . Th i r teen 
nat ive worke rs for one prov ince — a n d there are fourteen 
prov inces in East Sittin apart f rom the prov ince of Korat . You 
can do the mu l t i p l y ing yoursel f . 

In some of these places a home w i l l have to be bui l t before 
the miss ionary can enter. Sui table houses arc impossib le lo 

find. A suitable house in Siam means a wooden frame building 
with some sort of a veranda to protect from Ihe terrific tropi­
cal heal. 

Then last but not least. Putting wheels under a mission­
ary multiplies his efficiency many fold. It makes two or 
three missionaries out of one man. A Gospel Car,so construct­
ed that the missionary can live and sleep in it as he tours 

from town to town, has been Hie dream of Ihe writer for some 
time. Multitudes could thus be reached. 

Thus, reader, you have a glimpse of East Siam antl its 
needs as seen by the missionary. You have in a nutshell our 
plans for meeting those needs. Now PHAY1 Pray Ihem out 
of the nutshell on to the map. Change our dreams into reali­
ties. Change our plans into accomplishments. 
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CHAPEL PREACHING IN KHON KEN, SIAM 
PETfill A . VOTH, KHUN K E N , SIAM 

BUDDHISM'S RESULTANT LETHARGY 

IN a country such as Siam, where Buddhism is the state 
A religion, (he missionary soon observes that the main result 
of Buddhism is a state ot" apathy on the part of its adherents. 
This is noted in their every altitude of life, antl especially so 
in the interior parts of the country where the impress and 
contact of modern civilization has not yet disrupted this slug­
gish, listless, passive mentality. Hence, the missionary in 
these parts soon learns that the establishing of a preaching 
place on the outskirts oT a town with the expectation lhat the 
people will come to listen to his message, is oul of the ques­
tion. The vast majority arc entirely satisfied (at least out­
wardly) with their own religion, and are not al all greatly 
interested lo know the truth that the missionary lias to pro­
claim, to say nothing of accepting it as his own. So we fell 
letl of the Lord and thought it wise to open a chapel near lbe 
market place, and there preach the wonderful truth of Salva­
tion through the Precious Blood of Jesus Christ. 

GOSPEL HALL RENTED IN MARKET DISTRICT 
To fiutl a room large enough and suitably located was out-

first task. All the available rooms were occupied bj ener­
getic Chinese traders. Since the railroad is supposed lo come 
thrOUgh to Khon Ken in a year or Iwo, these Chinese traders 
have letl no slone unturned in endeavoring to get established. 
Some pa id occupants of rooms in the market as much as live 
hundred dollars for them to move out so the trader could rent 
the room and start his business. We look the matter of gelling 
a suitable place lo preach in prayer to the Lord. 

After some days we learned thai a Chinese dentist could 
not pay his monthly rcut and might have toevneuate his place 
of business. Immediately we endeavored to rent the place, 
bul were told to wail another month, for if be could borrow 
the money to pay his rent he could stay. We continued lo 
pray for another month, asking God lo make this place avail­
able, for il was the vcr\ best location in lown. God an­
swered prayer antl we were able to secure the room for our 
meetings. It is located in the very heart of the market district. 
Bight behind our chapel is the moving picture house and the 
municipal opium den. Here also, right in this vicinity, harlots 
and Iheir mongers meet lo indulge in Iheir vice. Here,where 

sin and vice of all forms abound, we are giving a wilness to 
Ihe Gospel of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

FIRST MEETINGS 
There is no municipal eleclric plant in Khon Ken, but we 

are getting electricity to light our chapel from the private 
plant of the moving picture house. We recognize that God 
has truly answered prayer in the matter of securing this room, 
for had we rented one further away from this center, we would 
not have had electricity. We are glad for lbe opportunity He-
has given us to preach the Gospel in this place where men 
and women gather in large numbers. 

The opening night Ihe chapel was crowded to capacity, 
and ever since we have had large numbers listening to the 
preached Word. However, do not misunderstand what is 
meant by large numbers, for our little chapel when filled to 
capacity holds only about one hundred and filly. To interest 
the people and make the Gospel plain to Ibeni, wc use Sunday-
School Picture Bolls and highly colored Charts. However a 
service tloes not usually run along as smoothly as those to 
which we are accustomed in the homeland. At sight of lbe 
pictures or charts someone will get an idea and find it abso­
lutely necessary to explain to his neighbor, nol by whispering, 
but by speaking oul loud. Thus the missionary must slop 
again and again and ask lliem lo be quiet and graciously favor 
the ones who desire lo listen to the message. 

AMUSINC MUSICAL MISUNDERSTANDING 
Occasionally amusing things occur in the meeting. One 

night Mrs. Chrisman and Mrs. Voth sang a special song in Siam­
ese. Iu the chorus I joined them singing the bass. To my 
surprise lbe whole audience was soon convulsed whith laugh­
ter. 1 soon gathered that they were interpreting my endeav­
ors as mi unsuccessful effort lo reach the tunc. The only 
remedy was to leave Ihe bass and sing the soprano. 

FOCUSSING THOUGHTS OF QUESTIONERS ON THE GOSPEL 
At the close of each meeting an opportunity is given for 

Ihe asking of questions. Some of the mosl frequent arc on 
Ibis wise: If our souls go lo hell must they stay there forever? 
What sins are small and which arc great? When will you have 
a day for the washing away of sins (Thinking sins can be 
washed away only on a certain decreed day). In the sin of 
adultery is the man also guilty? Is il wrong to go horseback 
antl to kill animals? If wc become Christians what work 
shall we then do? If we become Christians do we slid 
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have, to pay taxes? To all of which the missionary seeks to 
reply, but endeavours to focus their thoughts on the Cross 
of Christ and their need of a Saviour. 

PRAY FOR THE SALVATION OF SOULS 
Perhaps someone would ask, Do you find it worth while? 

Does it pay? We fully realize that a great many people come 
merely out of curiosity, because this is something «new under 
the sun» for them. But we do believe that God is speaking to 
the hearts of some. During the lirst ten meetings four young 
men have prayed. How sincere they were we cannot tell, for 
since coming to the mission lield we realize more fully than 
ever that the «heart is deceitful above all things and desperate­
ly wicked, who can know it.» Time will prove whether Ihey 
were serious or not. 

Will you, dear friends, kindly join us in praying much for 
them and for the lost of Siam. We feel that we need a real 
Holy Ghost revival,—a revival which will cause these people 
to have a sense of sin. Wc want to see real conviction for sin, 
real conversion from sin, and real victory over sin in Ihe hearts 
and lives of these people. We know that this will not come 
about by the narm of llesh,» hut by real, intercessory, believing 
prayers. We ask for prayer volunteers — men and women,— 
who will become the home forces for promoting a real revival 
in Eastern Siam. 

T H E L O N G - N E G L E C T E D T H A I R A C E 

IN God's good providence the ALLIANCE has been chosen lo 
assume a very large part of the responsibility for the 

evangelization of the great Thai Race, so long neglected by 
the Christian Church. Although today divided into peoples 
and tribes by political boundaries and vast intervening dis­
tances,- their territory stretching like a great band hundreds 
of miles wide from the China Sea in the east over to the Indian 
Ocean in the west,—yel the distinctive language, customs, 
religions, and characteristics of Ihe original race arc still 
retained, whether among the Shans of North Burma, the 
Siamese of Siam, the Lao of East Siam and Laos, the «Thai ,» 
Tho and Nung of Tonkin, or Ihe Aboriginese of South China. 
Pray that increasing blessing may rest upon this marvellous 
God-given ministry, and missionaries and means he provided 
so that the vast mountain regions of this great belt comprising 
the Thai territory be completely evangelised before Jesus Comes. 

G O S P E L I T I N E R A T I N G I N E A S T E R N S I A M 
ROBERT M. CHKISMAN, L B O N , SIAM 

JESUS ONLY CAN REMOVE SIN'S CATARACTS 

THE king of Siam has recently returned from an extended 
visit to the United Slates. He went to America with a 

need and a desire for that need to be met. A cataract bad 
caused the loss of sight in one eye, but one of your most skilful 
men in the science of surgery performed the delicate operation 
which brought sight to Ihe blinded eye. The king, his need, 
aud appeal to American genius for relief was capitalized upon 
by Ihe publicity agents until every syndicate in the land 
carried news items nol only regarding the king, but his king­
dom and subjects as well. So now you know a little more 
about our chosen lield of service than the white elephants and 
the advertized popular sideshowattraction nt the circus where, 
for a dime, one could see the so-called «Siamese twins.\» 

Today wc have found our way lo you through this publi­
cation. We have come wilh a great need, seeking and longing 
for your help, nol that one might receive sight to one eye—on 
the contrary, that millions might feel the living touch which 
will remove the scales that blind their eyes from the Light of 
the world. Our news item is not interesting enough to the 
world to even be found on a back page of the dailies, although 
wc come to you, not on behalf of a temporal king but on 
behalf of the King of kings, for Ihe needs of those who were 
purchased by His redeeming blood in Eastern Siam. We are 
nol asking Tor you to come nnd help us. On the other band 
we would ask you to pray out live new missionary couples to 
occupy the remaining strategic centers in this recently made-
kiiown field. We would not nskyou for Ihe money needed for 
houses in these sections "Where no livable homes are available. 
However, we ask for the kind of priiycr lhal will bring these 
results—prevailing, intercessory prayer. 

PIONEERING EVANGELISTIC TRIP 
Just three days ago Mr. Gunlhcr, Mr. Voth and I returned 

from an eight day trip through pioneer territory in northeast­
ern Siam where hundreds of thousands have never heard the 
Gospel story. We have conic back to our dutieswilh a renew­
ed vision of the tremendous need and task before us. Our 
starting point was Khon Ken where we met Mr. Voth who had 
made arrangements for the transportation. A Ford truck was 
to be the mode of conveyance. On the morning of departure 
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we loaded our eols, bedding and suitcases inlo the car and 
were oil'on tbe first lap ol' the journey, the goal being Udorn. 
There we stayed in a hotel managed by an Annamese. 

P R E A C H I N G IN U D O R N M A R K E T 

Early the next day we came down to breakfast with tracts. 
Gospels, charts and pictures prepared 1'or an open air gather­
ing at Hie municipal market. One of the hotel men saw our 
outfit and then hurried off to his room from which he came 
with a broad smile holding in his hand several Annamese 
Gospel portions which be bad purchased while in French 
Indo-China from one of our native workers. He joined us al 
the service where Mr. Voth spoke first from a large chart 
designed lo make the redemption truths more vivid to the 
listeners. The outstanding object on this chart, three yards 
in length, is a huge crimson cross. The very heart of these 
talks in the open was the message of that old rugged cross 
and the blessed hope made real through the empty tomb. 
They say the founder of Buddhism died too, but our joyous 
news of glad tidings echoes back that Christ, the Founder of 
Christianity, not only died but He arose. Praise God for: 

«Up from the grave He arose 
With a mighty triumph o'er His foes; 

He arose a Victor from the dark domain, 
And He lives forever witli His saints lo reign ; 

He arose! He arose ! Hallelujah! Christ arose 1» 
G O S P E L S S O L D A N D T R A C T S D I S T R I B U T E D 

Then Mr. Guntber followed using one ofthe pictures from 
a S.S. roll depicting the birth of our Lord. After this short, 
peppy message, Mr. Voth called attention lo Ihe broad and 
narrow ways, and Mr. Guntber then closerl portraying Jesus, 
the crucified One. After preaching Ihe "old story of Ihe cross." 
Ihe only message with power in it sullicicnt to save from sin, 
salvation tracts were distributed lo all who would receive, 
and a goodly number of gospels sold. We then bade farewell 
lo Udorn, a large district of some 200,000 people, where a 
missionary couple nmsl be stationed. We say "must" because 
there is no other way for these thousands lo bear, for "How 
then shall they call on Him iu whom Ihey have not believed? 
And how shall thev believe in Him of whom they have not 
heard? And how shall Ihey hear without a preacher?" 

G O O D M A R K E T M E E T I N G IN N O N G K H A Y 

In Nongkbay, a town in a region made up of approximate­
ly 100,000 inhabitants, another good market meeting was 

— re­

conducted. 11 was only wilh regret that we passed on from 
here. Our lime was so limited. Weeks and months should 
have been spent preaching, leaching, and selling Scriptures in 
each of these .populous areas. There should be recruits from 
the home base, and money sullicicnt for opening these new-
places. Will you trust God witli us? He has never yel failed! 

S A K O N N A K O N A N D N A K O N P A N O M 

We then journeyed lo Sakon Xnkou, representing 180,000 
people, at which place fresh contacts were made and an open 
air service carried on. Gospels were sold, seed was sown, 
yet merely a handful, oul of those thousands, were reached. 
When will they have llieir opportunity ? Five hours by motor 
car in the dry season from Sakon Nakon brings one lo Hie city 
of Nakon Panom, situated on the bank ofthe Mekong Biver. 
In this city and vicinity 150,000 souls are still wailing to hear 
tbe good news of salvation for the firsl time. We are looking 
to Goil for a missionary couple and funds fora house that this 
important section of our field might be opened. At Ihis point 
Mr. Gunther left us returning to Ubon by river boat and bus. 

B A D A U T O R O A D S — A N O V E L U S E F O R P O R K F A T 

At four o'clock the following morning we were up, and 
before live yverc on our return trip to Udorn, 150 miles away. 
Thus far the trip had been without delay, but Ihe fool-deep 
ruts ami rough surface which we bad lo bump over hour after 
hour soon proved loo much for Hie Ford lo endure. The 
center bolt in Ihe rear spring gave way, which caused the car 
to tilt until the tire rubbed on the fender. Our native chaull'eur 
drove until Hie odor of burnt rubber was strong; then he 
stopped, and wilh our help tipped the car back to its original 
position. This process was repealed over and over again 
before wc reached our destination. 

When the day had passed and night was wearing on, there 
was added to Hie clouds of dust, bumps, aud miserably slow 
travel Ihe fear of being caught in Hie jungle country without 
shelter, for the oil gauge only registered ' 4 full. Tbe supply of 
oil being exhausted, and every effort lo find more having failed, 
a bright idea entered Ihe driver's mind, for what did he do but 
buy two quarts of pork fat and pour inlo Ihe car! Can you 
imagine using lard for molor oil? Well, the knock ceased for 
a while, only lo grow worse a few hours later. At midnight, 
when we dared go no farther, we slopped in a small village, 
and Providence led us to a shop where real lubrication oil 
could be purchased. With tietter spirits but weary in body, 
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we reached L'dorn al 3 a.m., having travelled some 22 hours 
and covering only 150 miles. 

T W O F O R D S N E E D E D 

Friends, pray wilh us for two Ford cars, one for Ubon and 
one for Khon Ken, where opportunities arc great lo do effective 
work among the villagers. These cars would nol only elimin­
ate the. transportation problem, but the even greater problem 
of sleeping accommodations and the food supply. In the villages 
there nre no rest houses, and nothing but uneatable Siamese 
and Laotian food. With a car equipped with sleeping accom­
modations, one missionary could do the work of two. 

S A V I N G S I G H T F O R T H E S I N - B L I N D E D S O U L S O F E A S T S I A M 

Let me call your attention to one other discovery made 
on the tour. Fifty years ago French Catholic priests bought 
n Inrge tract of land lying on the road between Safcon Nakon 
and Nakon Panom. The tract was subdivided, nnd small plots 
for homes and rice lields were given free lo everyone who 
would allow the Catholics lo educate Iheir children. Today 
they have a village with 2,000 residents. The Inrge brick 
church stands alone without a single Buddhist leniple in Ihe 
community. Catholicism reigns supreme, anil of course the 
second gciicraliou will no doubt be entirely Catholic. Just 
think, Tha Pra is known throughout Hint section of the coun­
try as a Catholic village. Wc accept this as a challenge, and 
through the power of the Holy Spirit in onr lives, and iu 
answer to your prayers, we expeel lo influence men to follow 
Christ without such material inducements. We have neither 
(Silver norgoldn to offer Ihem—"nothing but the blood ofJesu-.. > 
the ransom price paid in full for them over 1900 centuries ago. 

Recently we happened on lo a news item telling of how 
a blind man was waiting lo cross one of your city streets. 
Soon lie felt an arm slip into his, so wilh a sure step followed 
his leader toward the other side, when suddenly they bolli 
were struck down by an automobile. This wns a case where 
one blind man unknowingly put his trust in another blind 
man. «Cau the blind lend Ihe blind? Shall they both nut fall 
into the ditch ?» ' This illustrates the condition of the Siamese 
people placing their faith in Buddhism. They move onward, 
at the mercy of blind fate, without any help from Buddha their 
god. They are left in this world to shoulder their problems, 
their sorrows, and afflictions, for Buddha oilers them neither 
help nor comfort. «IIow useless and vain is all religion 
without a saving faith in the Lord Jesus Cluist!» 

P E R S O N A L T E S T I M O N Y O F B O O N M E D O K M A I 
T H E F I R S T C H R I S T I A N B A P T I Z E D I N E A S T S I A M 

TIIANSI.ATED BY REV. I ' M ' I . QUKTUF.K 

I W A N T to give my testimony iu witness of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. My original home during the lirst years of my 

schooling was iu Bangkok, Hie Capital. 
B E C O M I N G A B U D D H I S T P R I E S T 

According to Ihe Siamese custom, every young man should 
enter the priesthood and live in the pagoda for a period of 
time. When about thirteen years of age, I was obliged lo 
yield to the wish of my father and mother and become a 
novice (apprentice priest), aud lived in Ihe pngoda one year. 

THE ITRST PROTESTANT BAPTISM IN EAST SIAM 
Mr. Ilonn Me Dnkmtii bring baptised by Hev, Paul Gunther nl L'bou 

This was iu order thai I might become free from sin and its 
punishment, and become a righteous person according lo the 
Huddhist religion. But when I left the pagoda and began to 
work for a living again, I found that I continued in sin the 
same as before, and my wickedness was very great. 

R E A D I N G A N D T E A R I N G U P T H E S C R I P T U R E S 

About four years after leaving school I went lo Korat to 
earn a living. My work lliere as a mechanic on a steam launch 
look ine here anil there and everywhere until I landed at Si-
sakel in the direction of Ubon. Lip until Ihat time I had not 
yel met the Lord Jesus Christ. After about six mouths there 
a friend gave me a Christian Scripture portion which he had 
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received. But when I lind read a portion, I tore it up and 
threw it in the river and paid no further attention to it,—for 
had I not already gotten rid of my sins by living for a year 
in the pagoda ? 

Later ou I came to L'bon where I worked as chauffeur and 
helper on an autobus. There at L'bon, they told me, was a 
foreigner who taught religion, bul when they wanted me to go 
wilh them to visit the foreign teacher I would not be bothered. 
I looked down upon Christianity as a false religion which 
would lead us astray. It was certainly only Ihe power of tbe 
Irue God that caused me to change my mind and turn to seek 
Him. God bas helped me to escape sin and has caused His 
righteousness to be with nic. 

M E E T I N G T H E L O R D J E S U S C H R I S T 

It was here in L'bon that 1 met the Lord Jesus Christ But 
before 1 met the Lord and believed iu Him, I lived a life of sin. 
I was a rowdy, and drank alcohol and smoked ; I would steal 
things, a little here and a lillle Ibere. I drank (-very day. 

At Hint time I lived in tbe snme house with a sign painter. 
One day the teacher, Paul Guntber, went lo hire this man lo 
paint a sign for a chapel be was lo open. One day the painter 
asked mc to go lo the missionary's house to get the exacl 
wording for the sign. When be gave me Ihe paper with the 
wording for the sign, tbe teacher also gave me a book (Scrip­
ture portion). I did not understand why he gave il to me, nor 
what it was about; but be said to take it home and read it. I 
returned home and when I had some spare time I read the 
book, and as I read I desired to know more, so I went and 
asked for more books; I also went and listened to the teacher 
preach every day, until I began lo believe a lillle. Finally I 
wenl to the teacher's house to learn the story of the Lord 
Jesus in detail. He told bow Christ could forgive our sins, and 
cleanse all the wickedness out of a sinner. 

B E L I E V I N G T H E G O S P E L A N D R E P E N T I N G 

My faith gradually increased. I asked the teacher what 1 
must do lo conquer sin. He said lo believe in Christ and prny 
for forgiveness, and the Lord would surely help. I then made 
up my mind lo believe, and that day offered myself lo the Lord. 
I had two packages of cigarettes in my pocket, but when I 
returned lo the house I gave them away. Before that I bad 
served Ihe cigarettes, bul now the Lord has delivered me from 
that, and from drinking and other bad habils. This i.s the 
truth. Those who have known me for Ihe past year since 

I became a Christian, all know that 1 have repented and have 
become a new person. All this is the gift of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and was brought to pass only bv His power. 

NOTE: 
Boon Me Dokmai was baptised last November. He bas 

continually shown boldness and zeal in witnessing for Hie 
Lord, and has been a grent help to me in itiueraling, chapel 
work, etc. He is faithful in studying the word, nnd we believe 
the Lord is preparing him for a fruitful ministry here in EAST 
SIAM. Pray that God may raise up many more like him lo 
help evangelize this needy land. 

A S H O P P I N G T R I P I N E A S T E R N S I A M 
MRS. PETER A . VOTH, K H U N K E N , SIAM 

T H E S L U G G I S H M O N O T O N E O F S I A M E S E L I F E 

T N this far distant land of Siam, life moves along ils slow 
A cycle with very little variation in Ihe pattern. One day 
differs very little from the next in its simple routine. Life is 
shorn of all its trimmings here; this is true as regards the 
food, clothing and mode of life of these people. Even the 
thermometer has a sluggish bias and seems inclined to remain 
between «warm» and «very hot.» Tbe most enjoyable part of 
the day is the early morning, when a gentle breeze blowing 
Ihrough Hie palm trees touches as a soothing balm ou heat-
weary bodies. Towards noon the sun rising steadily hangs 
like a liery ball in the heavens, whilst great heal waves float 
over the plains. At three in the afternoon the sun's rays arc-
less direct, and we find it necessary occasionally togo shopping. 

S E E K I N G T O M A K E F R I E N D L Y C O N T A C T S 

Our bouse is aboul a mile from the main part of town. 
Donning our cork helmets, and perhaps also holding aloft a 
brightly-colored Chinese paper pnrasol, we plod along the 
sandy road to town. Curious eyes gaze at us as we pass along, 
for we have not as yel ceased to be objects of interest and 
speculation. Women smile and familiarly inquire, «Wbere 
are you going'?, or (Where have you been ?•—and to all and 
sundry we take time to explain just where we are hound. We 
pass scores of these groups of women, sitting before their 
squalid bamboo homes which line the roadway, leisurely 
making eocoanut cakes over a small open tire. So they 
pleasantly spend hour after hour in the making of eocoanut 
cakes nnd continual conversation. Here and there we stop 
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to look at the cakes, inquire as lo the ingredients used, and 
seek to make a friendly contact. The friendship of these 
people must be won before we can win them to Christ. 

O R I E N T A L S A L E S M A N S H I P O N M A I N S T R E E T 

Hut we must harry on for we still have a considerable 
distance to the market. Arriving at the main street of town, 
we enter a Chinese shop where a blandly smiling proprietor 
approaches us. On learning our wanls he searches out from 
an innumerable quantity ol" boxes of all sizes and shapes the 
articles desired. Wc cautiously inquire the price, and with a 
side-long appraising glance at the foreigners he stales it. 
Thereupon we quickly calculate and olfcr about half the 
amount asked, knowing that we are thereby approaching 
somewhere near the real price. This is always to us a dis­
agreeable part of shopping, for we Americans arc uol used to 
Oriental bickerings aud bargaining. But to them no sale is 
worth the name where there is not considerable discussion 
back and forth as to prices, and therefore the price is doubled 
and trebled to begin with. So in true Oriental style we discuss 
the value of the article and lirmly hold to our first price. 
Finallv we reach an agreement nnd purchase Ihe desired 
article, having increased our proffered price a little, but 
inwardly feeling that we have arrived somewhere near Ihe 
real value of the goods. The Chinaman also is equally grati­
fied, for he has undoubtedly made a good percentage on his 
sale, which he probably attributes to his good salesmanship. 

T H E T O W N M A R K E T 

Soon we reach the market, the center of the town's activi­
ties. Early each morning very nearly the whole population 
cougrcgates at the market, aud throughout the whole day as 
well n continual Stream of buyers and sellers throng the place. 
Now, if you have lived in the. Fast for some lime you may 
have an inward shrinking towards approaching this place, 
and much prefer to have your native cook mnke.all your 
purchases. Bul cast aside your scruples and enter with us. 
As weeuter,practically every eye iu the place is turned upon us, 
and all our movements arc closely observed. What will Ihe for­
eigners buy? Each seller sits beside his little basket of goods 
or behind a table on which he has arrayed all his wares. 
To the left of us is a great display or native roots and leaves, 
verv few of which we have as yet found to be edible. 

The simple Lao, in whose regard labor is an evil lo he 
altogether shunned, troubles himself very little lo till his 
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ground, outside of his small patch of rice sufficient for his 
family's use. Anything else which he may need he gathers 
from Ihe jungle or swamp. A few leaves, very often uncooked, 
spread over his rice and then dipped in strong fish-water, 
comprise for him an ample meal. Now, what has this woman 
to sell? Wc peer into the basket and see hundreds of huge 
beetles. Are these to be eaten ? She hastens lo assure us that 
they are most delicious! However, we shall not sample them 
as long as wc can graciously refrain from doing so. If we 
should meet them at a feast, that would be different, wc 
might then not have the courage to pass them up. The next 
woman is enjoy ing a thriving sale of whole roasted frogs, 
strung like beads on a stick, their stark, bulging eyes gazing 
pathetically al the eager buyers bidding for their purchase. 

And now we reach the meal counter. Of course, you 
will not recognize, the cuts here, for various reasons. First, 
meal is meat, and the cutting of it makes very little difference; 
secondly, the huge green flies swarming over the whole make 
il quite unrecognizable. However, we pick oul the slab we 
desire, and the Chinaman ties it up in a banana leaf or ties a 
cord-like vine around it, nnd so we carry home our meat for 
dinner. Germs, microbes? Oh well, we are in a land where 
these arc neither admitted nor recognized, and moreover a 
good boiling or roasting will take care of ihem. This is always 
the happy thought that salves our germ-conscious appetites. 

T H E P R I E S T S A T E V E N I N G D E V O T I O N S 
So ends our shopping tour. The sun is already low in 

Ihe west, its setting glow shimmering through the distant 
palms and casting long soothing shallows over the plains. 
Wemust hurry home,for with the sun's disappearance darkness 
falls almost immediately. We pass one of the twenty or more 
Buddhist temples of this city, and through its open doors see­
the squalling forms of scores of long-robed priests, at their 
evening devotions. How weird this monotone of prayer! A 
curious jangle of sound issuing with tremendous rapidity. A 
chill creeps over one's soul at the thought ol' these benighted 
human beings kneeling before a hideous idol to which they 
offer the worship and adoration belonging to God alone. Like 
Paul of old our spirits are moved at such sights and burn with 
an intense desire to reveal to these darkened souls of East 
Sinni the God who commanded the light to shine out of 
darkness, and Who hath shincd in our hearts to give the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ Jesus. 
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- C O Y E I N T O T H E H I G H W A Y S ! . . 
A W E E K - E N D OF W I T N E S S I N G IN L U A N G P R A B A N G 

R K V . O . IU.WAIU1 llOPFR. I.ITAXG I'HAKAHG, LAOS 

IN June 1931, we received official papers from both Ihe 
French Administration and from His Majesty, Ihe King, 

duly authorizing us to carry on evangelistic work unhindered 
throughout the realm of Luang Prabang, Laos. While we 
thanked God for this, we. also realized that after months of 
much-delayed and much-handicapped effort at language study 
we were incapable of taking full advantage of the opportunity 
thus presented to us. 

S E C U R I N G T E M P O R A R Y N A T I V E H E L P E R S 

However, we felt strongly that the Word should be going 
forth, since restrictions had been removed, and so we wrote 
to the leader of a small group of Swiss Brethren missionaries, 
which has been working in southern Laos since 1902. Their 
work, established in three small centers about sis hundred 
miles south of us, though limited in extent, has been intensive, 
aud they have grouped a number of Christians about them. 
The Bible has been translated into the Lao tongue; the New 
Testament lias been olf the press for several years, and now Ihe 
Old Testament is being set up at our Mission Press al Hanoi 
under the direction of the translator, Mr. Audetat. 

In our Id le r we asked if Ihey could loan us a man who 
would be well versed in the Scriptures and who would he 
willing lo come and spend several months with us fullilliug 
the task of a colporleur-evangelist, al the same lime aiding us 
with the language. We were willing lo trust the Lord to meet 
the expense of his travelling and to pay him a stated monthly 
sum. This involved a pure venture of faith on our part. Some 
weeks later we learned by wire that Iwo men were on their 
way and in due lime Ihey arrived. One was a man of sixty-
odd years, whose radiant face gave abundant evidence of his 
twenty years of humble walking with Ihe Lord. The other, 
a younger man of twenty-lwo years, was the school teacher 
for the Christian children in the village of Ban I.ao which 1 
visited last February. Two men, instead of one, meant cxlra 
expense—and a call for extra faith; but our extra needs never 
lind God in an extremity and so faith falters nol. 

M E E T I N G S S T A R T E D IN M I S S I O N A R Y S H O M E 

All attempts to rent a hall suitable for meetings were 
fruitless, so we have been holding a service every Sunday 

morning in our home. During the week we continue witli 
our studies, sometimes go out to witness here and there with 
our men, while a I other times they go out to sell the Scriptures 
ami tell IheaOld, Old Story,»al the same time invitingthe people 
to the Sunday service. The first two or three Sundays people 
came, and then gradually the attendance dwindled to next to 
nothing. The reasons were numerous. First, these men, 
coming from a dilferent region, hnve a distinctly dilTcrent 
accent, although still speaking Lao. Then in addition they 
speak much faster than the people of Luang Prabang. This 
rapidity of speech, coupled with the confusing accent and the 
difference iu words and expressions, made it hard to understand 
them. Second, and more important than the first, is a fact 
that our men stated : when inviting people to the meeting, 
•almost invariably people would reply that they were afraid lo 
come to our, a foreigners, house. This is easily understood 
in the natural, and more easily understood when one realizes 
that the Devil is infinitely interested in using all the means in 
his power lo keep Ihe people from hearing Ihe Good News, 
for he knows Ihat, (Faith cometh by hearing.» 

G A T H E R I N G P E O P L E F R O M F A R A N D W I D E 

After praying for guidance wc felt led to do two things. 
There was a portable blackboard which was idle. We decided 
to put il out before the house on Saturday morning and let it 
announce to all passers-by the day and hour of Ihe meeting, 
inviting them to come in and hear the Word of Life. Second, 
wc fell sure thai we must go on Saturday with our men and 
personally invite as many people as possible. It is surprising 
wilh whal facility people forget what day of the week is 
Sunday, so we wanted to prompt them the day before and also 
to let them get a chance to see that we wished them no harm, 
iu short, that we invited them wilh the simple aim of giving 
them the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

So a suitable announcement is written on the blackboard 
and this gives n silent invitation all day Saturday. In the 
afternoon (for in Ihe morning people are away to market), we 
start out to enler homes and invite the people. Al the lirst 
corner we invite a group, mostly women, who arc buying and 
selling dainties. A store is entered and the invitation given. 
Next door we find greatprcpnralioiis being made for a religious 
festival, and we have a chance lo invite many people. Here 
and there, we find those who have read the notice on the 
blackboard ; they inquire to make sure which day Ihe meeting 
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is to be ; others state that they are afraid. Afraid of what? 
They are at a loss lo explain, but the fact remains lhat the 
Devil uses every means al his disposal to hinder people from 
hearing the Gospel, be it groundless fear or appalling Indiffer­
ence. We re me in be r Christ's parable of a certain man who. 
having made a supper, sent his servants at supper-time lo 
invite those that were bidden. «And they all with one consent 
began lo make excuse;»—and there appears to be no end to 
the really trivial excuses thai the Devil can cause people lo 
fabricate. On the oilier hand many people listen wilh seeming 
attention, assert fervently that they will come lo hear more— 
nnd we never see them again I 

We climb up the steps of a high substantial house, the 
property of a prince; here we find four or live women gam­
bling wilh cards on the verandah. They give us a casual, 
almost contemptuous glance, and acknowledge indifferently 
our invitation. The next house is that of a man we find to be 
dumb and we believe him lo lie deaf also, for those who 
converse with him use a small slale lo pass their thoughts 
back and forth. One woman refuses absolutely to come—she 
readily tells us that she worships the spirits who protect her 
home and,should she even come in to listen, the spirits would 
in all probability kill her. Nevertheless, we urge her to come, 
assuring her that Jesus has defeated «him lhat had the power 
of death, lhal is, the devil.» 

I N T E R E S T I N G I N C I D E N T S O F T H E M E E T I N G S 

Sunday morning we have a crowd of thirty or forty in our 
house. Among them are faces that have been seen before, but 
there are new faces as well, thanks to our blackboard and 
personal invitations. Hymns are sung, prayer is offered, and 
the Word is given forth. One old woman listens, nods her 
head in agreement with what is being said and, at the close, 
asks when the next mecliug will be. She wants to come 
again—but so far has not been seen since. Another ready 
listener is a young prince who formerly was in the Native 
Administration Civil Service but lost bis job through addiction 
to the opium habit. Now he is down and oul anil came to Hie 
house one evening to tell us he wanted lo become a follower 
of Christ. He prayed and has since been coming regularly, 
as well as attending week-night classes for inquirers. Pray 
for this intelligent young man that he may become an instru­
ment in God's hands for the evangelization of his people. 

Al lbe close of the service the dumb man, referred lo 
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above, made his appearance and gave us customary offerings 
of flowers and a few eggs. 1 gol the blackboard and started 
lo wrile out the simple details of the Gospel story. Wc found 
oul Hint he was nol deaf, so we preached lo him anil he asked 
questions by writing them. He wanted medecinc bul we read 
him Ihe story of Peter and John giving the impotent beggar, 
nol silver and gold, but such as Ihey had. We prayed defin­
itely for him, and lie went home saying that he would consul! 
his family as to whether he should abandon his spirit worship, 
and get rid of his fear of them by pulling himself under the 
protection ofthe Saviour. 

Just as lie was going we were surprised to see one of the 
women gamblers whom we had invited the day before. She 
was very late so we told her shortly what it was all aboul and 
she wanted to know when the next public meeting would be. 
She came the next Sunday and after hearing the Gospel for 
the first lime declared her desire lo pray. She prayed and 
expressed a desire lo come lo learn to read that she mighl 
learn more from Ihe Scriptures. 

V I S I T I N G A V I L L A G E E N Q U I R E R 

After dinner wc saddled the two horses lhal the Lord had 
at Inst provided for us, and started out to a village several 
miles away—n small village situated in Ihe midst of rice fields. 
One household in this village, Ban Na Sang, told ourhouseboy 
lhal they wanted lo become Christians. A word about our 
houseboy. In an article by Mrs. Hotfe lhal was published 
last February, mention was made of this boy. John's Gospel 
hail been given to Iii in and prayer was requested for him. 
The first meeting in our home found him asking lis what he 
must do lo lie saved, and soon we had him on his knees. For 
several weeks he seemed no different and then, as we continued 
to pray for him, he suddenly evinced an interest in Ihe meet­
ings wc were holding, and when opportunity presented itself, 
he was eager lo go along. So Ibis Sunday afternoon we find 
him accompanying us In Ban Na Sang to sing willi us one or 
two hymns he bad learned, and to lend the aid of his presence 
while he at the same time listened. He also a I ten tls an inquirers' 
class during Ihe week. 

Our horses picked their way across the narrow dykes 
lhal separate Ihe different levels of rice fields. A green clump 
of bamboo and trees in the midst ofthe lields proves lo be 
lbe village of our destination, and we soon Ibid Hie family in 
question. They appear lo want lo leave spirit worship in or-
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ilcr to be released from the costly sacrifice ol animals demand­
ed by their medecine men. The Gospel is outlined to them, 
and then an evangelistic service is held forall the villagers who 
wanl to come and listen in response to our invitation. We arrive 
home in lime to hurriedly prepare an evening meal, and then are 
soon ready for bed when sweet rest reposes our weary bodies. 

A P L E A F O R P R A Y E R P A R T N E R S 

And now we have said good-bye to our Iwo colporteurs. 
We bad hoped they would slay another month but they ex­
pressed a desire to go home. This means thai Ihe burden ol 
the task is, under God, upon us. Three months ago I could 
scarcely have preached so as to be understood ; bul now, 
thank God, after listening to these native brethren, I can 
carry on. Already I have preached with the Lord's blessing. 

This description of a week-end's activities will give you 
some idea or how wc are trying to gel the message of life and 
love out lo these sin-enslaved, dying-wllhonl-bope people. 
I'ray, oh pray, that our knowledge of the language may be 
perfected: pray earnestly lhal these babes in Christ may feed 
on the Lamb and the Word ami become stalwart sons and 
daughters of Ihe living Gotl capable, by His grace, of usefully 
serving tbe Lord Jesus ; pray above all that the preaching of 
Ihe. Word may indeed bring down deep conviction of sin upon 
all who bear, and thai a soul-hunger for salvation may lead 
hundreds to Jesus. Our task is to pray and labour—your's, 
dear friend, is to labour in prayer. May God give ns the 
vision ilu.i will cause us to determine that nothing will hinder 
us from fulfilling, by His grace, our God appointed task. 
—Editor'? This article is included in Ihis special East Siam issue 
as il is the same people, Ihe Lao, in both Laos and East Siam. 

P R A Y E R R E Q U E S T S F O R E A S T S I A M 

PltAY thai the missionaries be constantly filled with the 
Holy Spirit, be divinely helped in Ihe speedy acquisition 

ofthe Siamese and Lao languages, and their witness be W i l l i 
such unction and power that from the beginning there shall 
be «signs following)): souls soundly saved and sanctified. 

PHAY the Lord lo send consecrated missionary couples lo 
occupy the strategic centres of Surindr, Hoielt, I'dorn, antl 

Nakon I'anoin, so that Kasl Siam may speedily be evangelized. 

PltAY Hie Lord lo send TWO l-'OIH) AUTOS Tor evangelistic 
work. The time is short, so we must employ every means 

to give these millions Ihe Gospel before Jesus Comes. 
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