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prccious time which we would fain have added to our all
too short visits in these southern fields. But as the great
thing just now among the civilized nations is killing one
another, those who are more peaceably engaged must o£
course give way. W e managed to work in a visit of one
day to old Macao, our first home in China, twenty years
ago, and the base at that time of Christian and Missionary
Alliance operations for the opening of K w o n g Sai Prov
ince to the gospel. It is a rarely beautiful spot, and to

X I V . Through Annam and Tonkin.
After a calm and r'estful voyage down the China coast
from Shanghai we came to anchor on the morning of
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passenger must apply in person to Army Headquarters, Annam, Cambodia, Cochin-China, and Laos. I t s com
give satisfactory evidence as t o his identity and movements, bined population may be p u t at about twenty million.
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O N THE CHTNA - TONKIN BORDER.
south of China.
One can imagine the cost and inconvenience of such regulations to the traveling public, as Hongkong is one of the Nearly three thousand years before our era they occupied
largest shipping ports in the world. And there is the fur the three southern provinces of China as well as Tonkin.
ther fact that, owing to the war, steamer movements and Internal struggles divided them into t w o sections, the peo
connections are much less certain than ordinarily. These ple of the plains and of the hills respectively. China seized
combined reasons actually held us up for a whole week— this opportunity of setting up a new Chinese dynasty and
held the country in subjection for over a thousand years
(B. C. i r r - A. D. 968). T h u s governed by Chinese man-

darins the Annamese became strongly influenced by Chinese
civilization. The literary and mora! code of Confucius
gave definite shape to Annamese thought and religion,
with results distinctly seen even at this late day, for the
religion of Annam is the Chinese mixture of Confucianism,
Buddhism, and Taoism. T h e Oriental mind makes no
effort to reconcile conflicting theories, so that religion and
superstition are strangely intermixed. The worship of
ancestors and of genii are the things which practically
guide and control the whole life of the people.
In 1861 the murder of some Roman Catholic missionaries and converts caused France and Spain to step in and
take Saigon, the capital of Cochin-China, and within the
next few years all of t h a t province fell into the hands of
France. N o t until 1885, however, was the northern province of Tonkin finally conquered and the entire country
acknowledged as French territory. The union of the five
provinces w a s effected a s late as 1898. The government
is a Protectorate with a French Governor-General,
French residents distributed through the various provinces, and minor Annamese officials called mandarins. A
native king still reigns nominally at H u é over Annam
proper.

before us at Conference. This meant a matter of some 540
miles, thc first and last thirds of the distance being spanned
by a good railway, lcaving a gap of 180 miles between the
two completed sections. Formerly the palanquin and thc
'riksha were the only means of conveyance for this stretch
but times have changed and the auto-car has found its
way even t o this remote land. Securing a car owned and
run by a Chinese chauffeur, we actually covered the 1S0
miles in a single day, crossing eight waterways by native
ferries en route. It was certainly novel to spin along in
such modern fashion over roads for the most part as
straight as an arrow and as level as a tabletop, through
Oriental towns and villages and tropical crops and scenerv.

Tonkin, the northernmost province, especially that part
of it forming the delta of the Red River, is by far the most
fertile and populous. Rich fields of beautiful green rice
stretch out on every side as far as the eye can reach.
Dotted here and there are villages surrounded by thick
hedges of bamboo and tropical shrubs. As in China the
country people live in bamboo or mud huts with straw
roofs, built around mosquito-breeding ponds, whiJe temples and pagodas built of brick and stone are situated oa
high hills. Annam is a poorer province and while yielding
varied
products—rice, maize, sweet potato, sugar-canc,
A s a financial enterprise Indo-China has not been profcastor-oil
plant, cocoa-palm, banana, etc.—has little over
itable to France. S h e has expended an enormous amount
of money upon her colony. W e were quite unprepared to for export.
find such * Europeanized cities a s Hanoi and Haiphong
Our interest of course ceritered in the people. The
with their broad, well-paved streets, beautiful parks and great mass are poor, ignorant and worn by the drudgery
boulevards and handsome public buildings and residences. of hard toil. Their customs are more crude and their
Many hundreds of miles of railway and telegraph lines manners more coarse than the Chinese. Some of the better
have been built, and carriage roads second to none we classes dress attractively and are really good-looking, but
have ever seen extend throughout the country, the rivers the almost universal custom of blackening the teeth with
and gulleys being spanned with the finest bridges of steel lacquer and chewing the betel-nut gives t o all a most
and concrete.
repulsive appearance.
Yet with all these innovations Indo-China is still a beT h e week of fellowship and conference together at
nighted heathen land. I t is true that Roman Catholicism Tourane w a s a very precious season. T h e little Alliance
has been disseminated to some extent and boast not a few missionary band in Annam now numbers nine adults,
churches and converts.
But alas, investigation fìnds nearly all still at the language-study stage. This task is
it b u t a superficial t h i n g of form tolerãting all the old doubly hard for them because of the necessity of acquiring
superstitions and moral vices and giving no new spiritual both French and Annamese and the very limited helps
possession to its so-called converts. One of the most available for the latter language. T h e work is yet in its
pathetic sights we looked upon was in a huge church in beginnings and rendered the harder by the lack of native
Hanoi, where a hundred or more natives knelt, vacantly helpers and of Annamese Bible translation or Christian
staring into space while they repeated over and over some literature. Some very difficult problems met us at tbis
unilluminating formula lined off for them by a g T O u p of time, b u t fervent prayer brought Divine guidance, and
small boys in front w h o were apparently. detailed by the the fact t h a t the decisions made were with the hearty conpriest for that duty. I t went to our hearts with a great currence of all concerned brought no little rest and joy.
pang that these poor souls should thus be given the stones
The time seems to have come for the separation of the
of empty fòrmalism in place of the satisfying Bread of Life.
Annamese work from that of South China, making it a
As many of our readers know, the Alliance missionaries distinct field. But it is felt t o be a little early yet for full
in South China have for many years been prayerfully seek- autonomy, so a provisional field government has been aring an entrance for the gospel in Indo-China. The long ranged for the time consisting of Mr. Hess as Superinclosed door at last s w u n g open when the rupture came in tendent, and an Advisory Committee of Annam missionFrance between church and state, and this providential aries. Mr. Hess and his Executive Committee in South^
opening w a s promptly taken advantage of, and a first sta- China have consented to his spending four months of each
tion occupied at Tourane, a seaport in southern Annam. year in the Annamese field, where his wise and prayerful
Later on work w a s begun at Faifoo, a small town 20 miles counsel will be of much value to this young Mission.
farther south. T h e s e places were therefore the destinaIt was further decided to take immediate steps toward
tion of Mr. Hess and the writer on their recent trip of visopening work in Hanoi, the capital of Tonkin, and making
itation.
that important center the headquarters of the Annamese
Landing at H a i p h o n g after a voyage of t w o days from Mission. Its size, location and facilities makc 'í,^ }
Hongkong we were met by Mr. Soderberg. It had been better adapted than T o u r a n e for t h i s p u r p o s ^ j ^ " "
decided for us t o travel overland to Tourane in order to latter place is still amply worthy of being worked as aj
get a better idea of t h e country in view of the question=
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station. As soon, therefore, as suitable premises can be
rented the majority of our missionaries will (D. V.) move
to Hanoi with Mr. and Mrs. Hosler in charge. W e are
sure the friends at home will rejoice in these new steps
looking hopefully toward the development of this important work. N o field in the world is darker and needier;
opportunities for missionary work are practically unlimited, and at the same time there are some peculiar difficulties not present in other Alliance fields. It is moreover to
be remembered that the Christian and Missionary Alliance
is the only Protestant Mission in all Indo-China., For
these reasons the Annamese work and workers claim a
special interest in our prayers.
As the French mail steamer was several days late we.
were obliged to make the return journey north also by
land, and ínstead of crossing by sea to Hongkong again
we continued by rail northward through the entire extent
of Tonkin and entered China near Lungchow, the most
westerly Christian and Missionary Alliance station in,
K w o n g Sai, near one of the sources of the West River.í
A t this point we must leave off for the present, as our
article has grown too long, and hope to write again soon.
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