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GOD'S MASTERPIECE!

N the beginning God | — our minds

Al thought of Him are mazed, so vast
The might that wrought the universe,
The earth and all therein — man last.

Godd’s masterpiece — His poem — man ¥
Ah sure it cannot be that he

The faulty, feail, and faithless man
Can ever reach such high degree !

The mystery — the seorel deep ?

In bt two womndrous wWoris 'tis shrined,
wln Christa — His beauly ours, His lite
Our life, His heart with owrs entwined.
God grant that in this heathen faad

His power may bring a large Increéase
OF last ones won to heaven and God,
To make of such His masterpiece!

For we are God's workmanship,* created

in Christ Jesus unto good works.—
Eph.2: 10,

‘G peiema. Eng, poem, fig. use:

i muslerpiece.
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For we are God's workmanship,” created tn Christ
Jesus unto good works.— Eph. 2: 10

AVE you ever considered, ever realized, the amount of
labor involved in producing a masterpiece? First comes
the choice of the material,— be it marble, or canyas and colours,
be it theme or plot, — which the artist or author is to man-

ipulate and develop. Then:
W wee Through long days of lubor
Anmid nights devoid of ense, »
the worker makes it approximate more and more closely to

the ideal in his mind.

T is said that Michael Angelo, seeing a rough block of marble,

said : aThere is an angel in that stone, | will release him,»
and with the patience of genius he labored till his masterpiece
stood forth, a thing of beauly and inspiration. We read that
Grev spent fourteen years in perfecting his immortal « Elegy,»
and Milton, through long vears of poverty, shut out from the
busy world by his blindness, created the wonderful poem of
a Paradise Lost.» These men produced masterpieces il is true,
but they will last only for lime, not for eternity. But GOD, the
great Artificer, is daily producing, from material chosen before
the foundation of the world, masterpieces which will endure
through all eternity.

OW wonderful that we,—so marred by the fall, so scarred

by sin,—should be thus chosen to show forth the glory and
perfection of HIS workmanship, HIS infinite skill and patience
and wisdom ! Does nol lhe thought lill our hearts with joy
unspeakable and full of glory? How the shadows ol earth
mell away and seem but of small moment when we realize what
is our inheritance with the sainls!

SII.-\LI. we not pray that from this benighted land GO may
call out many, — Annamese, Cambodians, and Laoslans, — to
be thus fashioned and prepared for that glad day when the
LORD JESUS shall return, and GOI'S great masterpiece, the
Chureh, withoul spot or blemish, radiant with beauly, shall
be presented to HIM, the LORD OF GLORY.

*Gr. poiema, Eng. poem, lig. use: a masterpiece.
=
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CONGRATULATIONS
E extend our heartiest congratulalions lo our chairman,
Mr. Jalfray, upon his election as Vice-President of the
Alliance, and pray that GOD will increasingly bless him in his
new position.
ESCAPE FROM PIRATES
A'l‘ the same lime as the above news reached Hanoi we also
heard of his capture and speedy release from the hands
of pirates in South China. He, with three other missionaries,
was proceeding to Kweilin, in the provinee of Kwangsi, to plan
for the release of some of our missionaries who for long months
had been confined there owing to the city being beseiged by
hostile armies. Praise GOD for his preservation and escape!
TRAGIC DEATH OF A MISSIONARY
']-‘I'll.': sad news was also received of the tragic death of Mr.
Joseph Cunningham in Kweilin, who was instantly killed
by a stray bullet. e was indeed a true missionary, a zealouns
and most suceessful soul-winner, but withal modest and unas-
suning, manifesting the spirit of his MASTER Who came not Lo
he ministered unto but to minister. May the GOD of all comfort
be graciously near the widow and daughter intheir bereavement.
A WELCOME RECRUIT
RAISE GOD for the arrival in Saigon, via France, of Mr.
Alfred Pruett, a new recruit to our sadly depleted ranks.
He is already making good progress in the Annamese language,
and we pray GOD to richly bless his new ministry.
AN UNEXPECTED FURLOUGH
N Jupe 18th Mr. and Mrs. Grupe, with little Ruth, left
Hongkong for America on furlough. Their return at this
time was mo#t unexpected, and is owing to the recent passing
away ol Mr. Grupe's father and the necessity ol making pro-
vision for his bereaved and aged mother. We shall miss them
from our midst, but we are trusting GOD for their return.
TRANSLATION OF « WHOLLY SANCTIFJED »
WE strongly recommend {o those of our readers who
understand French the book « Wholly Sanclified, »
wrilten by Dr. Simpson and translated by Miss Jeanne Rollier.
A foreword has been added giving a brief sketch of the career
of Dr. Simpson. It is published by the « Alliance Mission Press :
Rue de la Citadelle, Hanoi, French Indochina, » al the modest
price of thirty-five cents for America and Canada, or three
francs for France and its colonies, postage [ree.

=y .



Tourane Men's Bible School, April, 1924
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THE NEW WOMEN'S BIBLE SCHOOL

PILE of sand, a pile of stones, and a pile of bricks ! Praise

the Lord ! Why praise the Lord, amd whal does it mean ?
1t means a building for the Women's Bible School. After a year
ol tryving to establish a Women's Bible School wilh no building
and no eguipment, pulting wowmen in seyvaunls’ rooms and hold-
ing elasses wherever we could find a place, no wonder we are
shouling « hallelujah ! »

In 1921 the Men's Bible School was started in Tourane, Dur-
ing the flirst year classes were held in the stable, but last
yvear a line building was buill for the men. Everylhing has to
have a beginning, and our first year of the Womens' Bible
School would naturally have its disadvantlages, bul now the
Lord has provided funds, and a modest butl suitable building is
being buill for the women.

Last year the peed for training the women brought Miss
Ailshouse and myself from Hanoi to Tourane in order to start
a Women's Bible Scehool. The need for lraining the women is
Iwo-lold. First, it is essential thal we have trained Bible
women. It is impossible for the lady missionary amidst the
busy life of a mission station to adequately train these women.
Second, it is necessary that the wives of our native preachers,
though not employved as Bible women, should have Bible train-
ing so that they may be able to help their husbands, and also
assist in the work wherever their husbands may be placed.

In Indo-China the women often have more power in the
home than the men, heonce if the women ol the household are
won for Christ it often means that the opposition in that house
is done away wilh, It is Lhe women who musl win Lhe
women for Christ. IF a man comes in to talk lo the men the
women withdraw, so il there are no women lo come in and
gossip the Gospel with them they stand little chance of hearing
the blessed news of the Love ol Chrisl.

When 1 came to Tourane the fivst of October last vear, the
enrollment consisted of four single women and four married
wonten, Only three of these were bonrding students who must
be supported and for whom a place must be provided. We
used our servanls’ rooms o house these three women. Al lirst
we had elasses in our house, bul when thal proved unsatislac-
lory we moyed to the church where we used the two front
benches.



At the beginning of this year lhree more women applied 1o
enter. The charcoal room was cleaned, whilewashed, and
used for a room for one of these women, but the other two had
to be asked to wait since there was not another place that could
be converted inlo sleeping rooms.

The problem of knowing how to teach these Annamese wo-
men is no small one. Most of them do not know how lo read,
and they are surely not what one could call bright, so it has
required no little patience.  Study is a new word to them ; in
fact how could they study when they do not know how to
vead 7 They can only repeat aver the things that we have
taught them so everything they learn must be taught them in
class. Bul they are willing and anxious to learn, often asking
us to go over something just once more that they may nol
forget il.

We have been teaching them Lo read and write, and by the
end of the year most of them could read the Bible and wrile
letters.  This will make teaching easier in the fulure.

In spite of difliculties and problems we felt well repaid for
our labours when, at the end of the year, we examined the
women and found they remembered well the things they had
been taught. We praise God that He lets us have o share in
tenching His Word to these precious souls. Aside from studying
several books in the Bible they have memorized many Seriplure
portions which I am sure will be a blessing and help to them
in the fulure, and better enable them to withstand the on-
slaughts of the enemy as they go to witness and work for the
Master among their own people.

One incident will show the effect of God’s Word in their
lives. We have had with us the past year a Cambodian and
his wife, who were both very recenl converts. The little wo-
man was quick tempered and sensilive, often gelling oul vt
sorls and not coming lo classes for days. Somelimes this waos
hecause she thought the other women mistreated her, ond
sometimes because ol quarrels with her husband which were
frequent. It was wonderful o see the change in this woman
the last two or three months. She was a different woman, and
the Lord gave her victory. One day she came and said she had
had a quarrel with her husband and was angry so made up her
mind not to come to class, bul the Lord gave her victory and
she came with a smiling face. This woman and her husband

— 0

are the first fruits of Cambodia, that long-neglected country.
Fhey are mere babes in Christ and very weak. They need
much prayer as they go back among their own people.

We have several applications from wemen wanlting to enter
the School next year. Some of these will be self-supporting;
some will have to be supported. So far we have no money in
sight for their support, but we are acecepting those who have
|:'rm‘cul earnest and promising as workers, and are believing
God to provide money, for has ITe not promised to supply all
needs, and has He nol already provided this lovely build‘ing‘!
Will you help us pray and trust? —Miss E. M. FrRosT, ToURANE.

FRENCH NATIONAL HOLIDAY IN HANOI

E are preparing this issne of the Care to the accom-

paniment of a genuine « heathen » din. The lom-toms
are bealing the weird rhythmical measure which always
accompanies the temple worship, only this time it is not for
worship but for amusement.

This is the greal French National Day (14th July), and the
I-‘}-encll and Annamese cily fathers have as usual selected the
big square in front of our Hanoi mission property as one of the
centres for the festivities. Some thousands of eager pleasure-
seekers are ecrowding the banner-bedecked square, — laughing,
talking, shouting, — some watching the children on the impro-
vised swings, others lollowing with interest the « human » chess
game in which brightly robed women are the chessmen. They
sil under huge umbrellas on their respective squares, attended
by boy pages to fan them, and are from time to time led, by
men wearing gay red sashes, to other squares according as the
players decree.

As we look out on the busy scene how we would like to go
and proclaim the « Glad Tidings of Salvation » to their unsatis-
fied bearts ; but this would not be permitted.  GOD grant that
!ml‘m-e il is loo late, yet many a one of these may find the last-
ing joy and peace which comes to the heart yvielded to CHRIST,
the only source of true happiness here and hereafter.

LATEST FROM OMON OUTSTATION

L OD'S blessing continues. This is the last day at Omon,

Eleven have prayed during the past six days. One man
brought his idol to us this morning. We feel the HOLY SPIRIT'S
presence. Praise HIM! »— Herbert A. Jackson.
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ITINERATING AT BATTAMBANG

OP'S leadings anil workings a Dnlthmbnng have been
JT remarkable and unique and ore worthy of being (old in
detail. Suffice il to say however that the devil never leaves
aOne the work which isof God. After several month's of very
active witnessing, Hie enemy of souls lias been Irving lo hinder
the work through the misconduct of several inquirers. The
work of God though assailed and even hindered for a moment,
goes on to sure anif linal victory ! Praise God that in spite of
difficulties, every day brings ils opportunity lo witness nnd lo
sow tbe "Good Seed.* Broadcast sowingwill doubtless bring
forth abundant fruit in the future though for the moment the
result may seem doubtful and hidden.

In Hie past our lime hasbeen fully occupied with dealing
with the many comers toour home, and in trying lo keep up
our Studies of the language. At present we are endeavouring
In include in this program aregular system of visitation of the
villages from which iuipiirers have mostly come, in order lo
Stabilise lhe work which bas been commenced. Thus each
week lakes our Cambodian worker and myself oil' on our bi-
cycles to more or less distant villages. One of"these is thirty
kilometres away, and here in the near future we are hoping to
establish an tmlposl, lor there are a number of Cambodians
and Siamese who are interested. This point canbe reached
by auto, there being a regular daily service.

One of our trips by cycle up lhe Hattambang river will be
uf interest | believe. Mr. Soil and | after prayer started al 7
am. We followed the dirt road wliich bugs the river bank
lor adistance of about eight or ten kilometres before we made
i>ni- first slop, passing many Cambodian homes as well as one
Annamese village where Catholicism reigns supreme. Our first
stup was in the centre of atiny village, whereas usua |he only
two*or three stores were kept by Chinese. Both Mr. Soil and
| spoke a the same time to two separate groups of people for
a sborl time, and then continued our journey, breaking it once
more to inquire the way, and lolell of Jesus a the same time
to about ten people who gathered a the sound of voices in the
country. On two other occasions lhe Gospel was preached to
interested” groups of people on the road, until finally wearrived
at our destination, a village called Hal Sala, where two or three
men lived who had expressed | be wish lo become Christians.
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Ba Sda is as typically an uncivilized place as one could
imagine. Buried among trees, lhe houses buill on stilts give an
interesting appearance to tbe lillle place. When we arrived
we were hungry and asked the people lo provide us willi t'nod.
A mat was spread under lhe trees in the middle of Ihe village,
and we were invited lo sil and wail awhile until our meal was
prepared. The simple and generous-hearted folk gave us a
good supply of coeonniil-inilk, spread a canopy lo protect us
from lhe sun, and gave us a good mea of rice with four or
live different dishes, all of which were prepared with dried
lish served up in slightly varied ways. Bui bed of all we bail

ihe opportunity of preaching tbe Gospel to perhaps a gathering
of seventy people who all seemed interested. Our welcome
was good and, God willing, our visits will be regular in lhe
future Only the Power of the Biscn Christ can slrike off the
chains of sin and superstition engendered by a slavish fear of
evil spirits strangely mixed up with Buddhism.

Our return journey was commenced on the opposite bank,
where we wished to find out the conditions. On four different
Occasions we preached the Gospel during the return journey.
At first our road consisted of a foot-path through the forest,
which eventually iuiniergnl upon acart track. Wherever pos-
sible we cycled, bul owing lo the blimpsand jolts,a mudguard
bad lo be lied up wilh a handkerchief. This was only the
beginning of the fun. It soon .started to rain and so we shel-
tered in a nearby hul. The Ilwo women who lived here seemed
ignorant, even of Buddhism, bill Hiey bad Iwolillle charms of
dried bones bung so aslo tinkle in the wind, lo scare evil spirits'!

The rain soon passed and we resumed our journey. No
sooner bad we remounted our machines than it began to pour
and we had to shelter again in another hul. Here we met two
men who proved lo be inquirers who bad several limes visited
our home. We again preached the Gospel to these simple-
hearted folk. They regaled us wilh Cambodian delicacies.
When the rain ceased a little we recommenced our journev,
this time in dirt and mud which made it impossible o ride.
Finally it was decided to recross the river, but as there was
no boat near we took oil'our shoes anil rolled up our trousers
and waded up lo our middles with cycles on our bucks. Al
about 7: 30 p. in. we arrived home tired anil wet and dirly.
but full of joy because we bad told of Jesus to many who had
never even heard His Name before. — Divin F.i.i.isnx.
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