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MARQUIS OF BREADALBANE AND 
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January 5th, 1?27 , 

To;-

M r 0 D.I.Jeffrey, 
His Royal Highness, the Duke of Athol, has 

kindly 4SiBt*wfced "me to thank you for your letter of the 14th 
December, which His Highness has graciously condescended to 
peruse. He has also instucted me to convey to you his distingue^ 
sentiments, and to answer your epistle and give details of the 
work in this place„ 

He sincerely trusts that you are now"straight
ened out some? and that the language rustlness is wearing off. 

He also wishes to inform you that Lady Marion has 
returned to South China, as state affairs were most pressing up in 
that nude. As her lady-in-waiting was alone and also lonesome, it 
was necessary that she should accompanjr her to Wuchow immediately. 
She sent her love(to your wife). 

His Highness was also pleased to hear the details 
of your trip from France,as yon say there wasn't much to say, and 
you* sure said it. Would it he possible for you to give Him a few 
more details, such as;- Was the food eatable, was the deck space 
good, did you come first class, would you recommend it for His 
Highness at some later date? 

I am instructed to give you a detail of our very 
happy Xmas in Haiphong. Thay Ngo was very ill. On Tuesday the 21st 
December he mentioned having a boil as he called it, and had to lie 
down all day. By Friday he was quite ill but would not allow his 
Highness to call a doctor to find out what the matter was. On Xmas 
day he was delirious and we insisted that he go to the hospital, 
and have proper attention, so on Sunday he consented to go. The 
doctor said,that he had an abcess on the lower part of the bowel, 
which would have to be opened up. On Xmas day riua Lady Shiela had an 
attack of malaria which put her to bed; then that afternoon Co Ngo's 
smallest baby rolled down the stone steps behind the chapel from the 
upper storey and was quite unconcious for about twenty minutes, tho 
not ssriously hurt as far as we can tell. Thieves came into the 
ehapel, stole some bulbs, and the accident to the baby happened 
while Co went downstairs to chase the thieves out. On Xmas morning 
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just "before the Xmas service, when all the Xians and others had 
nhom lai rdi, Phuc's son Jean fell off a tall ladder 4n which he 
was perched finishing up some decorations, and broke his arm. His 
Highness had to go immediately and-call a doctot(french) to examine 
the arm and then had to take him down th the Hospital, Heedless to 
say the morning service was called off until the afternoon. Then 
B& Phuc got on the war path and stirred up trouble, because we obeyed 
her husband and called a french doctor and wouldn't give her money 
to call an Annamese doctor who could really cure her son quickly. 
Then to finish \ip, His Highness was awakened at a little after one 
o'clock the next morning by Pastor Martin, who desired him to hold 
a funeral service the same day. It was a small child of 14 months 
who had died, and the parents were Protestants in name, tho the 
father didn't escen know if there wasa God or not. It was a very sad 
case, and verypto comfort the family. 

His Highness has noted what you have to say about 
your letter not being as staid and dignified as it ought to be,but 
hopes with practise you will be able to show considerable improve
ment. As to the potato crop, it would be better to address all 
inquiries to the Chief Butler, kindly NOTE. Incidentally His High-
ess 7 potato crop is flourishing, and the newest shoot is blossoming 
like tfte rose. 

I am instructed to close this epistle, and to assure 
you of His Highness' warm and continued regard for you, and any 
time you feftl like writing, he will be most graciously p pleased to 
receive same, and to have me answer you. 

I am, sir, Very sincerely, 
Private Secretary of Dnke of Athol 

The Duke of Athol, 


