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This Vietnamese farmer, liis wi le , and son, arc 
typical o f the people of South Vietnam ( f o r m e r l y 
known as Cochii i -China) . T h e region consists, for [In
most part, of a vast alluvial plain formed by the deltas 
of the Mekong and lesser rivers. The soil is fer t i le , and 
the low wet lands produce great quantities of rice. 

THE C A L L of I N D O - C H I N A 
News Magazine of the Indo-China Field 

of the 
Christian Missionary All iance 

Fall Issue 1 <>."» 1 

E D I T O R A S S I S T A N T E D I T O R 

T . Robert Moseley Robert N . Ziemer 

A S S O C I A T E E D I T O R S 

Ellen Owens , Lois Chandler. Peggy Bowcn 
Ruth Chamhi-rlin 

R E G I O N A L R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S 

G. K. ftoffe, I I . A . Jackson, I I . K. Scehrist 
It. I I . Taylor , j ack RcveRe, J. S. Sawin 

THK CALL 
M I S S I O N A R I E S 

W H A T ARE W E A F T E R ? 

W e are alter your prayers. 

T o that end w e are changing T H E 
C A L L a little, making i l a news maga
zine rather than a collection of articles. 

• T h e r e a r e a d v a n t a g e s to b o t h 
methods of approach ; but the news 
magazine can handle a wide variety of 
material that would never he included 
in the average missionary article, or 
a collection o f them, for il would not 
b e c o n s i d e r e d important enough. 
Actually, most of what goes into the 
development of the missionary enter
prise does not, at first glance, seem 
t<> he particularly significant. Yet it is 
these lesser things which determine 
the success or failure of missions; and, 
ina very real sense, are the substance 
of missionary work . 

T o know about and understand the 
more ordinary things of work on a 
mission field develops a sustained 
interest in the work, and makes pray
ing for il easy. 

Take an example. Probably all of 
us find it difficult to pray for someone 
we know nothing about, but whose 
name is listed along with 600 others in 
the prayer manual. But il we discover 
that he has been r e c e n t l y elected 
Chairman of the Field, or is constantly 
fighting sickness, or dav by day is 
engaged in the painstaking work of 
translation which requires great reser
ves of stamina and patience, prayer 
for him is spontaneous. 

By the same token, it is no easy task 
to hold up before the Lord the work on 
a station of which we know n o t h i n g 
except that its name occurs with a 
dozen others in the prayer calendar. 
If, however , we are told that the native 
preacher has been in prison for several 
months, and the church is being used 
as a fort, innumerable things come to 
mind about which to pray. 

» T H E C A L L , therefore, will present 
all kinds of news, and as much of it 
as possible. I f it helps you to under

stand more fully all that goes into the 
development o f the missionary enter
prise in Indo-China, and thus increases 
your prayer interest, that is what we 
are after. 

CONFERENCE 

Toward the end of April lliis year, 
all roads once again led to Dalat. 

Located high in the mountains, Dalai 
usually has wonderful weather from 
December to June. The mornings are 
crisply invigorating, the days hot, and 
the nights cold enough to make going 
to bed a pleasure. 

This year Kit missionaries were on 
the Fiefd, and all of them got to Dalat 
for at least the days of Conference. 

As usual, two weeks before the 
business s e s s i o n s started, soflball 
was king. B a s e b a l l Commissioner 
Johnny Sawin, assisted by half o f 
Conference, drew up two e v e n l y 
m a t c h e d t e a m s , w i t h G r a d y 
Mangham and Eddie (iustafson as 
captains. T h e games were close and 
hotly contested : a net the thumb 
prints which smudge the rule hook 
serve as a memorial to those who 
fought—and nearly died — in the cause 
of just and proper interpretation of 
the latest rules. 

Conference itself began on Sunday, 
May G . The services of that day were 
rich in blessing; and throughout the 
week the morning devotional periods 
proved refreshing. Imstead of ha ving a ' 
Conference guest speaker, missionaries 
on the Field brought the messages. 

Both Sunday nights were given 
over to Singspirations, which have 
become something of a tradition on 
this Field. T o hear nearly a hundred 
voices singing the parts in « All Hail 
the Power o f Jesus" . \ ' a i ) i c » is a 
moving experience after being isolated 
on a station for eleven months, where 
perhaps only a few come to church, 
and each of them does thai which is 
right in hi sown eyes during the singing. 
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The business sessions of Conference, 
were, as a lways, much like the new 
England town meetings of colonial 
days Everyone had the right to speak, 
though new missionaries could not 
vote. Some subjects drew more debate 
than others, but each was discussed 
furthrightlv, and often with humor, 
in the Augio-Saxon tradition. 

Although many of the evenings were 
taken up with committee meetings, 
there was time now and then for 
organized fun. Community singing 
and games served to take the edge off 
mounting tiredness. More often how
ever, friends got together in informal 
groups, ale whatever they had on hand, 
and discussed everything from spiritual 
blessings in recent months to the 
coming presidential elections in the 
Slates. 

When the last business session 
Anally adjourned, 1 lie crowd cruiekly 
(binned out. A few parents nad to 
leave their six-year-olds at the Dalai 
school for the lirsl time, and the sepa
ration was not easy. One would 
expect the youngsters to lincl the 
palling m o r e difficult than t h e i r 
parents, t h e r e v e r s e is u s u a l l y 
the case. C h i l d r e n do no t f u l l y 
realize how long four months away 
from home wil l be, but parents 
anticipate that it will seem like forty 

years. 

Quite a number of missionaries 
returned t<> their stations to pack 
for furlough ; the rest went back to 
another year's work . 

Soon, tor mid-morning coffee during 
recess time at the school, only the 
teachers and home staff were present. 
Conference and vacation were over. 

C H A I R M A N 

11 is a slrange phenomenon that 
in its more than 35 years of existence, 
the Indo-China Field lias a lways had 
a Canadian Chairman. 

That does not mean lhal an A m 
erican has never headed Hie work, 
for Iwo have : but neither bore the 
tille of Chairman, or was elected to 
that office. 

Th is year, pi th Mr. Jeffrey's furl
ough falling due. Conference was 
again faced with electing a Chairman. 
It continued Die record unbroken by 
choosing the Rev. E. F Irwin, whose 
home is in Toronto-

W o r k in In do - China was started 
by missionaries of our South China 
Fie ld . Therefore in the early years. 
South China's Chairman also served as 
head of this Field, in which capacity 
he was officially called the Superin
tendent. 

The first Superintendent was an 
A m e r i c a n o f P e n n s y l v a n i a - D u t c h 
ancestry, the Rev. Isaac. Hess. He had 
served all Iml one year of his current 
term in South China when the new 
work started, so he held the office 
only a single year before returning 
on furlough in 1915, 

His successor was Dr. R. A . Jaffray, 
a Canadian, who guided the growth 
of the new Field with vision and wis 
dom for the next nine years. During 
this period he was officially elected 
(•Chairman" of the Indo-Chiha F ie ld , 
which had meanwhile been organized; 
and thus he became the first to hold 
the office. • 

After Ihe First W o r l d W a r . Dr. 
Jaffray fell more and more strongly 
that the I n d o - C h i n a missionaries 
should elect a Chairman from their 
own ranks, This t h e y were most 
reluctant to d o ; and therefore con
tinued to r e - e l e c t him. F i n a l l y , 
however, in 1922 the office of Sub-
Chairman was created, to which Mr. 
E. 1'- I rwin was elected, and thereafter 
Dr. J a f f r a y handled o n l y mailers 
relating lo f i n a n c e s , anil problems 
without precedent. Everything else 
was turned over to the Sub-Chair 
man's office. 

T w o years later, in 1924, Dr. Jaffray 
categorically insisted upon resigning, 
and Mr. Irwin was elected lo succeed 
him as full Chairman. 

When the hitler's furlough was due, 
Mr. Jeffrey was elected Chairman, 
and held ihe office until forced by 
illness to return home. In Ihe emer
gency election which followed, Ihe 
ballots were cast by telegraph, for 
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most of the missionaries were on their 
stations. Mr. I rwin was unanimously 
•elected. 

Since then, either Mr. Jeffrev or 
M r . Irwin has been Chairman of Ihe 
Fie ld , each holding the office until 
furlough, then being replaced by the 
oil ier . Because both are from Canada, 
Indo-China continues to have a Cana
dian chairman. 

T h e o n e other 
American to head 
the Field was Hie 
Rev. H .A.Jackson . 
Fo l lowing Ihe Sec
ond Wor ld W a r he 
was sent out as 
Board Represent

at ive lo oversee the 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n of 
our work, first in 
the P h i l i p p i n e s , 
-and then in t h i s 
country. 

O R D I N A T I O N 

In the early years 
•of f he Indo - China 
m i s s i o n , pa r e l y 
d i d a Conference 
convene w i t h o u t 
one or two of Ihe 
y o u n g e r mission-
al ies being ordain
ed. Since Ihe war. 
however . Ibis has 
not been true; for 
most of Ihe new 
men arr ivingon the 
F ie ld had previous
ly been ordained 
in the United States. 

This year Conference again saw 
Iwo of its number formally sel apart 
for the ministry of the Gospel. In a 
solemn service", presided over bv the 
Rev. John Olsen. LJnwood Barney 
and Robert Moseley were ordained. 
The Rev. James Poole of our South 
China Mission, w h o is now working 
among the Chinese in northern Indo-
China, gave Hie charge to the candi
dates. 

I rwin, Stcbbins, 
H. A . Jackson . 

Peterson, Rolfe and 

I1AVAK BOY 
The Davaks belong lo n moiin tnin-ilwclling 
people called Moi, which means • savage » . 
The C & M. A. lias not tmiclu-i) litis particular 
Irilie, lull Ihe H. A. Jacksons are currying on 
extensive work among the Koho (another branch 
of Hi.- Mni) who live la Ihe mountains near Dalai. 
(Sketch from picture inTheNari.Geog.Magazine.) 

H O M E B O U N D 

Before nexl Conference, the fol
lowing missionaries will have returned 
lo North Ameiicn on furlough. Names 
of places in brackets indicate their 
probable headquarters. 

Rev . & Mrs. D . I . 
Jeffrev ( T o l e d o . O . ) 

Rev'. & Mrs. G.H. 
Smith ( C b i c a g o . I l I ) 

Rev . & Mrs. J. D . 
b l s e n ( N v n e k . N . Y ) . 

Rev. & Mrs. R . M . 
Jackson. ( C h i c a g o ) 

Rev . & Mrs. H . W . 
Hoi ton ( A t l a n t a , 
( l a . ) 

R e v . & M r s . G . W . 
T u b h s (Lockpor t , 
N . V . ) 

Rev. & Mrs. T . G . 
Maugham ( W i l m -
ore, K y . ) 

Rev. & Mrs. A . L . 
Hammond ( W h i t e 
Plains, N . Y . ) 

Rev. & Mrs, H. K . 
Sechrisl ( R e u l a h 
Reach, ( ) . ) 

Rev. & Mrs. J. S. 
S a w in ( B o w l i n g 
Green, ( ) . ) 

Rev. & Mrs. C. E . 
Gustafsou ( G l e n -
dale, Cal ifornia) 

Miss Annia Heik-
k i n e i i ( N v a c k , N . Y . ) 

M i s s C h a r l o t t e 
S c h o n (Stockton, 
C a l . ) 

The OrdinationrCouncil was com
posed of Revs. Olsen, Poo le , E . F. 

D E D I C A T I O N OF B A B I E S 

Some sort o f a record was estab
lished this year when seven babies 
w e r e d e d i c a t e d during Conference. 
Messrs. Jeffrey, E. F. I rwin , Stebhins 
and P o o l e offered the d e d i c a t o r y 
prayers. 

The children, whose names are a 
t r i b u t e to the conservative imagin
ation of their parents, w e r e : James 
E v a n E v a n s , Esther Grace T a y l o r 
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Carolyn Joyce Tuhbs, W i l l i a m Allen 
Smallcy Jr.". Karen Baehael Sawyer, 
Patricia .lean Moseley, and Dale Ed
ward Thompson. 

Al l of Hie girls were born in 1950, 
the bdys in 1951. 

T imothy Hoy Doty was also born 
during the Conference year, bid had 
been previously dedicated in Cambodia. 

.Meanwhile, since Conference, two 
other little o n e s have swelled our 
numbers, to the delight of all con
c e r n e d . In S e p t e m b e r A r d e l l e 
Joanne was born to the Cravens in 
Buukok. Loretla Jean Mitchell, who 
was born in October got off to a good 
start by acquainting herself at the 
outset with the Dalai Home and School 
for missionaries'children. Her parents 
are in charge of the home. 

• A N Y D E A D L Y T H I N G " 

Judy Anne liked the laste of « some 
nu t s» that she found on the ground 
n e a r the T h o m p s o n ' s h o u s e in 
Cambodia, so she generously led Iheui 
to her brother, David . 

Meanwhi le , b o t h p a r e n t s w e r e 
occupied with the construction of a 
fence nearby. 

Final ly Judy's enthusiasm for what 
she was eating brought an investig
a t i o n ; a n d to t h e i r h o r r o r the 
Thompsons discovered t h e « n u t s » 
were poison pods from a tree not far 
away . 

*Kratie h a s no d o c t o r , a n d the 
pharmacy offered little help, so Mis. 
Thompson fed them soapy water and 
Chalk. Then both parents laid their 
hands on the children and prayed, 
claiming that unusual promise, « i f 
diey drink any deadly thing, it shall 
not hurl them » . 

It didn't. 

W H A T H A P P E N S TO A 
N E W M I S S I O N A R Y ? 

In the old days, a new missionary up
on arriving on the Field was assigned to 
a school or station for language study. 

That is still generally true. However , 
missionary work is becoming increas
ingly specialized : so that now many 
new arrivals are being put immediate
ly to work. 

During the past year and a half, 
ten new missionaries have arrived in 
Indo-China. What has happened to 
them ? 

One is a nurse. Miss Mildred A d e , 
and her lime already is largely !ak-
en up with work in Ihe leprosarium 
at Banmethuot. In spare hours she 
studies Kaday, the tribal language 
of most of the patients. When .Miss 
Schon, wilh whom she is now work
ing, g o e s h o m e on furlough al the 
end of the year, full responsibility 
for medical work in Ihe leprosarium 
wi l l fall temporarily on Miss Ade 's 
shoulders. 

A n o t h e r newcomer. M i s s Hu th 
Chaniberlin, has taught school Tor 
a number o f y e a r s in O h i o . S h e 
flew to Indo-China in July, and was. 
s t i l l somewhat breathlessly Irving 
to adjust herself to the radical chan
ge between the Occident anil Orient 
when she f o u n d herself t e a c h i n g 
geography and spelling to the mis
sionaries'children at Dalat. 

M r . and Mrs . S m a l l c y and M r . 
and Mrs. Barney came to the field 
with a background which included 
extensive training in l i n g u i s t i c s . 
For several summers they had stud
ied in t h e S u m m e r I n s t i t u t e o f 
Linguistics at Norman, Oklahoma — 
where the wind blows in one di rec
tion half of the time, and reverses 
itself for the other half! At Confer
ence, M r . a n d Mrs. Smallcy w e r e 
allocated to Luang Prabang in Laos, 
where they wil l reduce the Kainhu 
language t o w r i t i n g . Meanwhi le 
Mr. anil Mrs. Barney will be doing 
much the same sort of work among 
the Meo people, ( w h o are turning to 
the Lord in great n u in be r s ) . <. T h e 

most important objective o f langu
age reduction is to give new Christ
ians the S c r i p t u r e s in their own 
tongue ; for where converts have been 
made who have no Bible on which u> 
nourish their spiritual lives, the Church 
in that area has always been found to 
be pathetically weak. (Cont'd. <>n p. IS) 
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W W OP JNBO-CHINA SHOWING 
C . A M . A . MISSION STATION'S and 
Location of Missionaries. 
(October mi) 

Holies 
Sawyers 
Smallevs 

Andrianotl's 
Barneys 

Casta fsous 

Vietnamese 
Work: 
•Sa wins 
Chinese 
Work : 
l lol tons 
Business 
Office : 
Whipples 

Tra vises 

r R.M.Jacksons 
IR. H . Taylors 
Vietnamese 
Work: Van Bines 
Chinese Work: 
I'oolcs 

Maugluiius. 
Evans 

Zicmers 
Leprosarium : 
Miss Schon 
Miss A d e 
Houcks 
Chairman's 
Office : 
E.F. Irwins 
Misses: 

Mack 
Arnold 
Johnston 

Tribes Work : 
H.A.Jacksoiis 
Press : 
Funes 
School for 
Missionaries' 
Children: 
Misses : 
Owens 
Bowen 
Chaniberlin 
Chandler 

Mitchells 
iMoseleys 

G.E. Irwins 
Miss Evans 

On Fiirloui/h: Jeffreys, Ellisons, H. C. Smiths 
Carlsons. Duttons. Hammonds. Clingens, G. H . 
Smiths, H . M . Taylors , Tuhbs, Miss Heikkinen. 


