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INTRODUCT ION

The assumption is made in this paper that the
ministry of agrioultural, educatlional, and vocational
missionaries has an important place in the purpose and
plan of our Lord Jesus Christ and that this type of
ministry, if applied in greater measure in Vietenam
would pgreatly strengthen the Hatlonal Chureh.

This subject means much to me, for, as the son
of missionary parents, I spent the first sixteen years
of my 1life in Vietenam and saw the Spirlt of God at
work there, T sm convineced, however, that there are
more effective wethods which might be used. Is 1t not
one of our responsibilities to consider the past and to
benefit by it? I belleve that we should experiment with
those means which have proved to be effective elsewhere,
that the hope of eternal life might be realized by as
many as possible before the doors of opportunity are shut
to the Cospel.

It 1z my pme,. then, In this paper to present
the possibilities of such a program bto strengthen the
National Church in Viet-nam, To this end we shall
consider the history, geography, natursl resources,
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peoples, the past and present missionary effort in Viet-
nam, and the succeas of various methods used Iin other
lands.

Viet-nam is a part of a former colony of France,
French Indo-China, which included five states within its
boundaries; they were Tonkin, Annam, CochineChina,
Cambodia, and lLaos., It is one of the three former French
Indo=Chinese Assoclated States, situated in auzthMm
Asis, bounded on the north by China, on the east and
south by the South China Sea, and on the west by Cambodia
and Iace., It consists of the former French protectorates
of Tonkin and Armam, and the former colony of Cochin-
China,

There ia little printed material on the subject
of missions in TIndo~China or Vietenawm., Rev, F,F. Irwin
has written one book, "With Christ in Indo=China,™ whieh
gives general inTormation on the work of the Christian
and Missionary Alliance through 1935, However, according
to the printed material available and correspondence with
missionaries presently on the field, it would appear that
the program and approach of the Mizssion has not changed
to any great extent since that tiwe,

I am greatly indebted to the Mennonite Central
Committee for details of their advance on their mission
fields, to several American wniversities and libraries

vili
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for suggesting sources of Information and furmmishing data,
to misgionaries of Vietenam and other countries who, by
correspondence, stated their opinions on the subject, and
to othera interested in the progress of the country, in
particular to the Vietnamese Consulate, To all who
eontributed in any way, I express ny deepest gratitude,

viili




CHAPTER I

THE HATIONAY, HISTORY OF VIET-NAM

I, The Dawn

It was during the early years of the Christian
Era that Chinesse and Tndian cultures were introduced into
the Indo-Chinese peninsula, The impact of the Chinese
civilization affected strongly the peoples in sastern
Tonkin and In northern Ammam, especially the province of
Thanh-hoa, The Tndian ecivilization spread rapidly over
the southern portions of the country, affecting particu-
larly southern Annam, vwhere the Cham civilization
originated, and Cambodia, the birthplace of the EKumey
civilization,

The Chinese extended their pelitical dominmation
over the pecples of northern Indo-China, chlefly
Annamese, up to about A,D, 1000, when national dynssties
bepan to rule the country. Host important of these
dynasties were the Le, Ly, and Tr-an, Subseguently, for
a short perioed, the Chlnese manaped to take over
political control, but during the last millenium thelir
!nfluence has been chiefly of a cultural character, up

1
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to the establishment of the French protectorate in
128384, The civilization of the Celestial Empire,
before it became stagnant, was most beneficial to the
local population, which raplidly adepted Chinese
customs and administratlive systems.

‘nee the Ammamese had gained their Independonce
and were able to organize themselves on a Chinese
pattern, they sradwally started their owm move southward,
overrumning first the once-mighty kingdom of Champa in
southern Annam, vhich wes defeated In 1471, This
vietory permitted the Annamese to Iinvade and occupy the
coast of the present southern Amnam and portlons of
Coehin-China. Here they came in contact with the
ancestors of the Cambodisns, the Thmers, who now suffered
from the repeated aggression of their enterprising
northern neighbors, The history of the Annamese is made
up chiefly of éynastiec rivalries and wars with their
neighbors, The latest King of Annam, Bao Dal, belongs
to the Nguyen family.

The Chams, who played an important part im the
ancient history of Indo-China, once ruled over a country
etretching slong the coast of Anmam from the region of
the Cate of Armam (Ia Porte d'Amnneam) in the north to Cape
Be-Ke (province of Einh Thuan) in the south.

e Al e

T
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By the second century A.,D, they had established
a state in the reglon of Nhaetrang, However, the "Far
Past was unlmown to FPuropean writers until the time of
Pliny the Flder (23-79 A.,D.), who mentione a 'Golden
Chersonee' located far to the east of the Roman Empire,
which has been identified as Indo-China,"l

The first report of Champa and its fabulous
wealth reached FTurope through Marco Polo, the Venetian
traveler, who possibly visited the country at the end
of the thirteenth century, Shortly afterward, under the
repeated blows of the Annamese, the Cham eivilization
collapsed and sank Iinto oblivion, until a group of French
acholars brought to lisht and studied a great many
ancient Cham monuments, eloquent witnesses to a glorious
past., The political hilatory of Champa is largely a
succession of wars against the Chinese, the Annamese, and
the Khmers. For some time the Indonesian Jaral and
Radhe tribes in Annam were subjected to the domination of
the Chams,

The erigins and earliest history of the gifted
Khmers are little known, Their kingdom, which once
extended not only over the preseat Cambodia, but also
over neipghboring areas, was preceded by a state called

LEOr *&igm’ lm;' P. 194,
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Founan, the existence of which is chiefly known to ua
through some o0ld Chinese documents, In the first
centuries of the Christian Fra thls state domlnated the
arog around the lower Mekong, It still existed in the
middle of the sixth century but some time later was
suceeaded by the Xwmer kingdom,

The elvilization of Founan developed under
gtrong Indilan influence, and the cultural monuments of
the country were highly praised for thelir artistic value.
Unfortunately, only a few documents pertaining to Founan
or its eivilization have been preserved up to modern
times, We are much better Informed about the Khmers,
whose rulers were Hindulzed, if not of Indian blood,
Sanslorit was the court language, and the ceremonlals
recalled those of ancient India., DIrehmenism was the
prevalent religlon, but Buddhism had its devotoes also,
The impressive ruins of Angkor and other localities in
Cambodia are sllent testimonials to the high development
of the loecal art, inspired by Indlan sources. This
famous art flourished from the ninth to the thirteenth
century, when the Siamese started thelr conquest of the
combry and brought death and destruction to the EKhmer
clvilization.
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IX. Farliest Furopean cgg&aota and
the ﬂ% riod

As previously mentioned, the first lmowledge of
Indo=~China to reach the westerm world came from Marco

Polo, who returned to Turope about 1285, after a long
sojourn in Bast Asia, Trade with Indo-China was carried
on by Chinese, Japanese, Siamese, and Malayan jJunks
before the entrance of the white man into commercial
activities on the peninsula,
the sixteenth century the Portuguese,
Spanish, and Dubtch destroyed most of the native
shipping and graduslly made thomselves masters
of the trade routes. Despite the rivalriles
between the Western powers which made commercial
unndertakings precarious, the fact that Indochina
was not neglected h‘ﬁlotmztha value of the
reglon as a trading center,
later, in the middle of the sixteenth century,
several missionaries and traders--‘Portuguese, Spanish,
Dubch, Freanch, and Fnglish--arrived in Indo-China., One
of the best kmowm of these ploneers was a French Jesult,
Alexandre de Rhodes, who emplotgd and improved the gquoe
ngu, the transeription of the Armamese language in the
Romanized characters comsonly used today. He also
initiated negotlations in Rome resulting in the creation

of the "Soclete des Missions etrangeres," which has
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played an important part in the conversion of the people
to Roman Catholicism; there are approximately two
milllon Roman Catholie converta. Another famous pioneer
was Plerre Poliure, who traveled extensively over Indo-
China and other eowntries in southeast Asla in the
eighteenth ecentury as a representative of Ia Compagnie
des Indes,

"It is significant that the first French trading
company to enter Indochina was organized In 1665 with the
avowed purpose of having missionaries combine commercial
and religious activities."® A certain ship-owner of
Rouen, named Fermanel, cites the main objective of the
essociation. As outlined in the articles of
incorporation, the glory of God was to be promoted by
transporting priesta, who In twn were to encourage
cormerce by supervising trade negotiations,

Today we could adopt this idea in reverse and
gend Christian business men to the country who could also
ect as lay missionaries.

It is difficult to describe briefly the events
which led to the establishment of French rule over the
Indo~Chinese Unlon, created in 1887, but the principal
developments may be swmmariszed as follows:

5. Charles Wadrolle, olre Apie
Chine (Parls, 1916), p. 5.

i
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Until about 1800, Amnam, Tonkin, and Cochine
China, mainly Inhablted by Annamese, and to a lesser
extent Iaos, Inhabited chiefly by Iactians, were 1uled
by the court of Hue, Annam, Bloody struggles between
rivel dynasties filled the history of the countries until
Kguyen=An, under the name of Cla=long, mounted the
Annamese throne supported by the French, under the leader-
ship of Pigneau de Behalne, Bishop of Adran. As a result
of this support, Claslong (1802-182¢) granted France
certain trading facilitlesin ths commtry and the right to
conduct missionary work amonz the local populations,
Ma-Long kept faithfully the agreement he had reached
with the French, but his successors fafled to live up to
1ts terms, instigating an anti-foreign poldey and
encouraging crusl perseccution of the Roman Catholie
converts--actions which resulted Iimn repeated warnings
from the French and the Spanish. Finally these two
countries decided to send an expeditionary force under
Admiral Rigault de Ceniuilly to Indo-China in 1868 teo
bring pressure upon the cowrt of Hue, Tourane, the port
of Hue, in eentral Aumam, was shelled and Salgon
ocoupiled. As a consequence of This intervention, a
treaty was sipned in Saigon in 1862, by which the King
of Annam ceded to France & part of Cochin«China,
Pourane and a few other parts were opened to French
trade.
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In 1867 the French occoupled the whole of Cochine
China, and by several treaties concluded in 1883-94
between the French, the King of Annam, and the Chinsse
Covermmont, the French protectorates of Tonkin and
Amnnem were officilally recoghnized., Thus 2ll the
comtries inhablited chiefly by the Annamese were placed
under French suzerainity,

Moanwhile, King Warodom of Cambodia (1860-1004)
had ascceyted a French protectorate In 1863, thus
escaping both Slamese overlordship and Annamese threats
of domination, In 1907, Spain ceded to Cambodia the
three western provinces cf Battambang, Sisophon, and
Zleme~reap, vhere the famous temple ruins of Angltor are
located,

In 1887, Cambodla, topother with CochineChina,
Amnam, and Tonlkin, were politiecally grouped into &
confederacy, 1'Union e, ruled by a French
Governor General,

In 1803, laocs--divided into several princie
palities, the kingdom of Tuang Prabang being the most
important--joined the confederacy., Previously Laos, llke
Cambodia, had been dispited belween the Amnamese and the
Slamese,

Finally iIn 1899, the Chinese Kwangchowan
territory on the Luichow Peainsula, opposite Hainan
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Island, was leased to France for a period of ninsty-nine
years and placed under the jurisdiction of the Governor
General of Indo~China,

During the initial stage of French intervention,
Indo=China was ruled by the Minisiry of the Marine, All
governors were admirals, and this perilod, which lasted
until 1879 vhen Is Myre de Vilers was appointed the
first civil governor, is referred to as the "wle of the
Admirels.” It was during this period of time that the
authoritles were concerned chlefly with the pacification
of the coummbry, As & loglcal result of the development
of demoeratic principles In the mother cowmbry, a policy
of rapprochement and gradual emancipetion of the loeal
zoyulatlion bas since been puraued by the Irench clvll
adninistration, endeavoring to establish an adequate
educatlonal system adapted to the needs of the local
population. (Before the outbrealk of the War there were
more than half a million pupils Iin primary and secondary
schools.) They granted the pecple a greatar shawe in the
administration; increasing respeet was pald to local
customs, laws, and traditiomal forms of locel self-

government .
t!m m Govarnors Gonml vhose

Wedmc;r the following m should be
mentioned: Paul Doumer (1897-1902), Albert
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Sarrant (19111914, 1917-1919), and Pierre
Pasquier (1928-1934), The present Covernor
General, Vice Admiral Jean Decoux, appointed in
1940, has so far (1944) managed to prevent the
Japanese from taking over the control of the
eonfederacy in spite of terrible odds.

xn. a nese Ocoupa

Japanese pressure of the Prench administration
increased with the Soviet«lerman pact of 1959 and the
outbreak of war in TBurcope, Threats soon led to aerlal
ettacks on the Yurman railroad, and on February 29, 1940,
the strategic Chinese island of Hainan was seized,
bringing Japanese planes one hour sway from the coast of
Indo=China,

The absence of the British fleet from Far
Fastern waters and the hesltaney of American
apainast Indo-China became irresistible.

The colony was a major Japanese objective. ITts
oceupation would shut off the traffic on the Yunnan
rallroad and mke vital materials avallables 1t would
furnish a base of attack against Chumgking and, more
fmportant still, against the rich British end Dutch

" ﬁw R.T. am’ m e 0D Le ’| anch -
§E%§§,(Hi:hin¢tant Smithsonian Tr —Yane 17,
2 P! 11.

Se Mills, Lennox and As'aailtos’GEE!T$E§=;E§%§§$£
Sout (fhe University of Mimnes ~m -
De .
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possessions In the southwest Pacific, Viee-idmiral
Decoux acceded to Japanese demands: Japen would land
troops immediately at Halphong and establish three alr
bases in Tonkin, garrisoned by six thousand men., This
capitulation 414 not satisfy the Japanese commander of
the Canton army group which waz being hard pressed by
the Chinese army in South China, Japanecse troops
attacked the French "Little Maginot Line™ on the Chinese
border and were repulsed, TFrench forces were lmmedlately
attacked from the rear by Japanese troops which had
landed at Talphong, Indo=China, The Japanese broke the
border defenses and occupled the fortified town of
Langson,

Synchronized with these Japanese moves was a
Thal offensive to rezain territory lost to the French
years ago, The Japanese medlated this dlspute to the
advantage of Thailand, This Japanese-instigated
Slamese atbtack on Indo-China led to the occupation of
the whole country by Japanese troops, The Japanese
occupled the whole of Inde~China by July 25, 1941, "The
chief prize was Cam Ranh Bay . « « « where the Japanese
promptly concentrated men and equipment and excluded all
visitors,"® Cam Ranh Bay 1s a natural harbour surrowmded

6, John R. Andrus and Kttbnrim R.c. Greane,
O J-_.-... ‘ ts in 5,-4. 1) 3oy ] 04 3 {m’
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by high c¢liffs and providing an excellent naval base.
The French had spent much money and time in prepering
this base for their own use, This base was used by the
Japanese, and it was from there that hundreds of zhips
left with thelir troops and eargoes when Japan attacked
in Decermber, 1941,

The Jepanese slogan of "Asia for the Asiatlcs"
appealed to the Amnamese, who recognized the ability and
prowess of the war machine of Hippon, They began to say
to themselves and to misaionaries, "We Asiatics are as
good soldlers as Turopesns when we have the same military
equipment.” The Japanese helped inspire contempt for the
Furopeans, and a feeling of Inferiority was replaced by
that of superiority.

The Japanese realized in 1945 that they were not
winning the Pacific War and delfberately decided to leave
politiecal and military confusion in their wake.

The Japanese suddenly interned Fronch troops

and administrative persomnel on Mareh S, 1943,
m“blodmmowtomgb
%nmm I;t‘ m ?a goon renamed Viel-nam

Bernard Newman correctly appraised the situation:

The Japenese persuaded the Emperor Bao Dal

%o declare the independence of Vietnam, This
was a typical Japanese move--to sow confusion
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among the Allies by delepating power to
Hatlionalist movements. In particular it was
designed to alienate U.8.A, from France, for
the American dilsliike of eaicnhun, om ir
gomewhat antiguated, was proverbial.®

Iv. COLL .-'- g5

Vietnanese nationalism 13 a product of the West,
Once the tools, techniques, and especlally the ideas of
the West were assimilated by 2 native minority, the myth
of western superiority was no longer ascceptable. This
was especially true as a result of Japan's early succoss
in the Paciflec War., The early inferiority complex and
passive resistance were replaced by a vigorous assertion
of claims that derived from a new consclousness of
national identity.

Wherever the impact of the West was superficlal,
as In Iaos and Cambodia, the Matlonalist movement was
also weak, Native leaders were inclined to meintain
their privileged position vnder French rule,
Wationalism was much more vigorous in the ccastal
provinces where there was a middle slaszs of intellectuals
and professional men, It had democratic and socinlist
overtonos, The fact that Rousseau and Xarl Marx
impregnated the national aspirations of the discoverers

8. Bernard Newman, Re on (Wew
York: Frederick A, Praeger, s Do %
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of the West explains why so many well-to-do Vietnamese,
ldentifying thelr interests with continued French rule,
felt indifference and even hostility. This lack of
social solidarity was 2 source of wealness for the early
Nationalist movement, which was further handicapped by
the apathy of the poverty-stricken peasants.

The first World Var gave a new impetus to
Vietnanese nationalism, which, uwntil then, had been the
monopely of a few educated young men whose ille
coordinated efforte were easily suppressed by an
officlont police, New conditlions were created by the war
that stirmlated the desire for liberation., One hundred
thousand Vietnamese had been sent to rence as soldiers -
and worlers, often against tholr will; mamy came back
with revolutionary ideas, Promises made during the hour
of peril were not kept. The Watlionallst moverent
discipline to challenge French domination, The only
revolt, the Yen Bay affair of 1830, was easily and ruthe
lessly erushed,

"The various Nationalist groups ebbed, flowed,
and subdivided, with the Communist elements showlng the
only aigne of preserving vitality."® The Nevelutlonary

s Virginia Thompson, French : (Wew
Yorks Tl:.; Macmlillan Om: 1)y P T
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Party of Young Annam, created im 1015, was soon weakened
by the Jealousy of 1ts leaders and by the opposition
between its lNatiomalliet and Commmist wings, It died in
1929 when the Commmists lsft the party. The Nationalist
Annamese Farty, which was a replica of the Enomintang,
was a terrorist organization made up of young pecple,
mainly students; 1t never had more than rifteen hundred
members. Some of its leaders were arrested aft-‘u' the
Yon Bay meeting, and by 1933 the party had disintegrated.
It had been unable to keep dlscipline among its members
or to arouse the massea,.

The iInterest of Commmnist Russila In the colonies
of other powers was manifested In 1924, "The Thinrd
International had orgenized its forces and made prepa-
rations to attack the capitalistic powers through thelir
colonies,"10

The Vietnamese party, born in 1925, was more
successful, By 1931 the party haé some fifteen hundred
members and perhaps one hundred thousand sympathizers,
This was dus partly to the able leadership of Nguyen-Hi-
Quoe, alias Fo Chi Minh, ¥e was borm in Annam some
Lifty years ago. DPefors the first World War, he went to
France and there Joined the Communlst party, After the
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armistice, he represented Indo-China at the World Feasant
Conference in Soviet Russia and remasined in the U.S.S.R,
for some time, studying revolutionary technigues, He
spent several years in underground actlivities in Indo-
China, The party continued 1ts underground activities
and became the backbone of the Viet Hinh, or lLeague for
the Independence of Viet-nam, which was created in 1939,
Vietnamese revclutionary elements noticed the
progressive weakening of French power in Indo=China under
Japanese encroachments, Several uprisings against the
French occurred in 1940 but were quelled swiftly. There~
after various Vietnamese nationalist groups and members
of the outlawed Indochinese Commmist Party (I.C.P.), or
Dong Duong Cong San Dang, began to asgemble In Chine
under the protective wing of Marshal Chang Fa-kwel iIn
order to create a common liberation front against both
the FPrench and the Japanese.
In Nay 1941, the Commmists met at Chinghse
in a "congress' together with representatives of
several other less important groups: the Hew
Vietnam Party; the Vietnam Revoluti Youth
; elements of the old Vietnam Mationalist
¥, Viet-Nam Quoc Dan Dang, or V,N.Q.D,D.; and
various National Salvation--Cu'u Quoe=--organi-

zations, During the course of this meeting all

these groups banded together to create the League
for the Independence of Vietnam, or Viet Ham Doc
Rap Dong Minh Hol, better lmown as the 'Viet Minh',1l

11. Bernard B, Fall W (Ithaeca,
N.Ye: Cornell University, i s Do 1o
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lguyen Hal Than, a Vietnamese who had resided in
China since 1908 and who held a gensral's rank in the
Koumintang Army, was chosen leader of this Nationalist
government in exile, Nguyen Hal Than proved ineffectual
as & leader,and Niguyen Al Quoe (Ho Chi ¥Minh) became
organizer and leader. ;

The program of the newborn government-in-exile
was brief: (a) ligquidation of both the French and 1
Japanese grip on Vietenam; (b) independence for Viet-nam ;
with the help of the Koumintang. The new povernment,
however, had no armed forees with which to intervene on
the Vietnawese soil, Only the Commmist Party (I.C.P,)
possessed the necessary network of agents and bases to
expand its operations in Viet-nam with any chance of

The Viet=Ninh chowed an amount of political
foresight which the other Vietnamese parties did not
possess. Ho Chi Hinh was the only cabinet merber of the
Hationalist government-in-exile who volunteered to enter
Viet-nam in 1944 "in order to intensify the strusgle.”

The Japanese coup de foree of March 9, 1945,
eliminated French political and military power., The
Japanese occupled only the strateglc commmieatlion lines,
leaving the countryside to itself, Practiecally without
firing a shot the Viet Minh could boast of having
liberated Horth Viet-nam.
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The Potsdam Conference decided to split Indoe
China along the sixteenth parallel into a northemn,

Chinese~occupied zone, and a southern zone to be ocecupied
by British foreces.

On August 7, 1945, Ho Chi Ninh threw off whatever
ties he stlll had with the povernment-in-exile and i
established a "Vietenam People's Liberation Committee" of
his own. Tlsven of the fourteen representatives were |
mowbers of the Commmist party (I.C.P.). However, the |
impending arrival of the Kuomintang oceupation troops
with rival Vietnamese naticnalist leaders forced Ho Chi
Minh to temporize. The "People's Liberation Committee"
was dissolved,and a new "Provisional Government of the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam" was formed In Hanol en '
August 29, 1945, This new goveimment was politically |
more representative than the Tiberatlon Committes, but Ho '
Chi Minh had retained the presideney and the foreign
ministry for himself and had handed the key cabinet posts
of the interior (police) national defense, finance,
propaganda, oducation, and youth to his party or Viet-
Minh stalwarts.

In Bue, the ancient capital of Viete-nam, the
puppet government supported by the Japanese under Bao
Dai, the coneec French=protected Emperor of Viet-nam, had
shed both French and Japanese overlordship., On August
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25, 1945, Bao Dalabdlicated with his government and transe
mitted his powers to the newly-constituted Provisional
Government of the Democratiec Republic of Viet-nam,

Once again the Provisional Government under the
leadership of Ho Chi Minh was farslghted enough end
appointed Bao Tai as "Supreme Advisor" to the government,
The Viet<Minh now had scored a dMe victorys it bhad
succeoded not only in becoming a controlling power
holding the governmental apparatus, but alse had obtained
for its govermment all the appurtenance of legality.

flo Chl Minh mede a declaration of independence m
September 2, 1945, e signed a decres providing for
general suffrage in Vietenam and for the convocation of
the first Wational Assembly following general elections.

The election was held eventually on April 13,
1946, The French and Chinese were negotiating for the
evacuation of Chinese armed forces from northern Viet-
nam, All the Wationalist partles, except the Commmnists,
became extremely viclent Iin theiy oppesition to the
French, The Commmmists even carried on negotiatioms with
the French, implicating the other MNationalist parties
during the negotiations.

On ¥March 2, 1946, Ho Chi Winh immediately handed
to the National Assembly the resignation of his zovern-
ment, HNgo Tu Ha, the President of the Assembly and a
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Catholic, then proposed that Ho Chl Minh be entrusted
with the mission of forming a Covernmment of Wational
Tnlon.

This new governwent was called the "Covernment
of Tnien and Resistanece." Mo Chi Winh gained eontrol of
this government, as the Chinese forces which had
protected the other Hationalist parties left the couniry,
Those same Wationalist parties had become strongly anti-
French while the Communists carried on negotiatiens with
the French. These circumstances tended to make the
Commmists the strongest political force in the new
government,

The Communists controlled NWorth Vietenam, mest of
Central Viete-nam, and most of the countryside in South
Viet-nam., The Secret Pollce started to arrest all those

Hegotiations belween the French and the Viet-
Minh had broken down at Fontainebleau, and both sides
realized that difficultles were to be solved only by
open warfare. :

The attack broke out on Deeember 19, 19463 it was
a marvel of ceordinated planning. All Fremeh garrisons
in North and Central Viet-nam were attacked,and the
Government of the Republiec of Vietenam "took to the bush,"

The French and the Democratic Republic of Viete
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nam grimly settled down to a war that was to last
longer than World Var II.

Tn 1951, the Cormmists, who controlled the Viet=
Minh resistance, recrsated their party--the Viet-Nam Dang
Tao Dong (Vietenam Workers! Party) was born in Narch,
1951, Actually this party had never been dissolved.

Tt was during 1958«54¢ that the military aspects
of the struggle reached a cllmax, and the tide turned
decisively against the French, at least in North Viet-
nam, After the foll of the fortress of Dien Bien Phu
in May, 1054, the government in Franee reallzed the
futility of contimuing the struggle, It was at the
Geneva Conference that Commmists won substential cains
from these negotiations and also Insisted on Iree
elections for 1956, Fowever, the Tnited States and the
free government of Viet-nem wnder President Ngo Dinh
Diem 214 not take part In these nepotiatlons and
refused to sign any agreement,

The Communlst Viet-Minh occupied iHorthein Viet-
nam and Central Viete-nam to the slzbteenth parallel,

There now exists In Indo=China an unfortunate
division of thecountry, such as has exlsted in Eorea,
Indo=China and Korea will always exist as explosive
centers until the comtries can be united as they once
were pollitieally, economically, and socially.




CHAPTER II

THEE OPOCRAPHY AND NATURAL RTSOURCFTS OF VIFT-NAN

I, Geography

In order to realize the potential of a country,
It is necessary to consider its geography.
« Suypiographle Regions

From a geographical point of view the most
atriking feature of French Indo=China, of which Vietenam

is a part, 1s the extreme contrast between the wild,
mostly forest-clad, and sparsely-inhabited mountains and
the densely populated, extensively cultivated fertile
lowlends,

"The physiography of Indo=China is dominated by
by the uplands which cover more than one-half of the
total area of the region."! These uplands lie all across
the northern section and extend southward through the
center of the land, A seeond, smaller upland lies elose
to the southwest comst of Cambodia. There are two low-
land regions of great importance: the Red River (Fleuve

1. C. llecm., Diversity of Indochinats

Physical se Wﬂmﬂb Vol. VI, Wo.
43 335-344 ( s Pe
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Rouge, Songkol) valley and delta, and the Mekong valley
and delta. The Aannam Cordillera, really an olevated,
tilted plateau, slopes abruptly to the sast coast with a
more gradual slope westward to the lMekong, The Cambodian
mountains, of similar structure, alszo rise abruptly from

the Gulf of Siam, sloping gently to the Tenle Sap lowland,

B, River 3ystems
There are three main drainage basins in Indo-
China: the Red Rlver system and some smaller rivers drain
inte the Gulfl of Tonkinj the rivers of eastern Annam
drain Into the South China Sea; the Mekong and its
tributaries 2iso drain into the South China Sea, but the
basin of this system lies west of the Annam Cordillera; a
few short rivers drain from the Cambodian mountains into
the Gulf of 3iam,
C. Climate
Indo~China is situated inm the heart of the world

imown as "Monsoon Asia,” which extends around the margins

of the continent from India to the Kamchatka Peninsula,

mﬂ!edly all of the territory within
"Monsoon Aslia™ 1s characterized surmer maximuz
and winter minirmum of rainfall with seasonal
reversal of wind direction--from the ocean toward
the Asiatic highlands in swmmer (thg summer
monseon), and vice versa in winter.

2, V.D. Wickizer and VW.K, Bennett . R
of Mom sia (Food Research In;tifﬁﬁ'igg
' falifornia, 1941), pe l.
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The winter monsoon in Indo-China lasts from mide
Septembey wntil March, the surmer monsoon from late
April to June,

Tonkin (North Viete-nam), northern Iaos, and the
higher parts of the Annam Range have temperatures in the
coldest month (Jenuary) below 65°F, These areas do not,
therefore, have the "tropical" climates of cther regions.
Temperatures are high enough, however, for year-round

Spring, and partieularly April, is the warmest
period of the year in much of Indo-China, Wlevation,
latitude, and the influence of coastal position eause the
temperatures of the plains of Tonkin and Annam to fall
below 80°F., butin the Mekong Valley temperatures are
warmer, rising in the lower portion to over 85°F,

Precipitation 1 a vital eclimatie factor in
Indo~China because of the cultivation of rice. The
mountainous regions of the interior have the greatest
amount of rain, while the densely populated coastal
aroags receive less, Rainfall on the Ammam coast varies
according to the direction of the coastline. The north-
eastward-facing coasts have an annual precipitation of
over eighty inches, whereas alons the south coast of
Annam, where both summer and winter monsoon winds
parallel the coastline, the rainfall may be less than
forty inches a year.
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The climate hasg a great influence on ths rice-
growing regions--as little as ten daya' drought in the
growing season mny cause & fellure In the rice crop; on
the other hand, excessive rainfall mey cause floods,

II, Hatural Rescurces

Any eonsidewation of professionsl and vooatlonal
rmisalons involves not only the study of the goography
but of the natural resources as well. The natural
resources available in Indo-China dictate to us the type
of missionary endeavor we can guggest,

“Ae Sodl

The Eurgpeans have utilized the natural resources
of Indo-China in a mammer vastly different from that of
the native imhabitents. This Is true of the soil, which
is the greatest single resource of Indo-China, because
of the overwhelming number of pecple engaged in rice
oulture. The “uropeans have sought to preserve this
resource by the use of fertilizer, drought and flood
control, and Irrigation ditches, They have also used
tested rice seed to produce bettér crops,

The most valuable type of scil in Inde~China is
recently deposited alluvium, If alluvial deposits are
not renewed by fresh layers of sodiment, the heavy rain-

ISP “S——
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fall, In conjunction with the prevailing high temper-
atures, tends te leach the soll, This rosults in
laterization,
Be Vi t1

"About 120,000 square miles, or somewhat more
than forty percent of the country is forested."® ILittle
of the forest cover remains in 1ts original condition,
owing to exploftation by the psople, TIndustrial
development in the deltaes has hastened the cutting of
accessible forests.

Destruction of vegetation cover 1s carried on by
the tribes and is called "ray” or shifting cultivation.
Fielde are cleared by burning the underbrush in order to
grow crops, In a few yesars, the soil is exheusted, and
a new patch ia cleared., About sixteen percent of the
forest area has been affected in this menner.

The tropical rain forest iz found in areas having
an annual rainfall of approximately eighty Iinches or
more digtributed fairly evenly thwoughout the year. The
rain forest, in its natural state, exhibits three layeras
of vegetation., The first 1s made up of trees from
seventy~five to ninety feet tall. Below them grow trees

ol en Ind
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trees vhose mature height is about fifty to sixty-Cive
feet. The third layer is composed of young, lmmature
trees,
C. Fisheries

"he fisheries resources of Indo-China are of
major importance to the country, exceeded only in their
value to the general population by rice cultivation,"¢

Tish 1s the chief supplement to rice In the diet
of the people and also forms an important item of export.
Fortunately for ‘Iahn dense lowland population, flah
abound in the shallow seas, rivers, lakes, canals,
ditches, and flocded rice flelds,

D. Kinepals

It was only after the Fronch occupled the land
"Previocously some mining was carried on by the Chinese
and Annamese, using primitive wethods."d

Coal 13 the principal product of IndowChina's

mines, Mowewver, most of the coal 1Is located in Tonkin

(North Viete-nam) snd 1s in the hands of the Commmnmists,

4. Department of Mines and Teclmical Surveys,
hina, Foreipn Ceogra Information Seriles, No., 6
’ 1955), p-

5. F w. mm:-, "Industrial Resources of Indo-
Fast arterly, Vol. VI, No., 4; 396-403,
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T4in is found in the Nam Patene distriet of Lacs,
The Laotians were developing these mines with the aid
of the French,

Alluvial gold deposits are found in many
mowntalinous areas, but the chlef source is the hard-
rock mine at Bong ¥feu In Annam. |

tn the coasts of Ammem and CochineChine, salt is
preparcd by brine evaporation. Some nf this 1=z exported,

It would appear that, with the presence of coal,
iron, limestone, ar;d alloy metals, Indo=China is in a
favorable position for the development of an iron and
steel Industry, There ave certain A1fficulties which
exist, however, and are hard to solve. The terrain and

climate are hard ‘G YiFoyesis employed in such an

Industry, and there has always existed an Inadeguate
labor itq:p*ly'and poor traﬁaportstim. Also, the
country lacks good colking cosl, which Is so essentlal to
any Industry of such a nature,
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CHAPTER III

TCONOMIC AND SOCTIAL DEVELOPMRNTS IN VIET-NAM

I. French Accomplishments '_

The economic life of Viet-nam and its social
structure are predominantly bzsed upon rice culture, The
life of the great mass of Vietnamese peasants éloealy
resembles that led by their ancestors. Since the
beginning of Trench occupation, however, widespread soclal

The chief problqn of tho reglon is still *hhe
unequal dtstribution of the poptﬂ.ation with regard to the
need of developing thoe resources, Ineluding rice lands,
The French had expected some effort toward the solving
of flood and drought conditions,

Projects mndertalen have included the improve-
ment of farming methods and of seed gquallity, the
m up of new rice lands, through large-acale

ion and drainage projeets; the introduc-
tion of new crops in the hinterlands, the P-
ment of communlcat i the douhm
-i.nmg and manufacturing.

].. c.m.uuws "French Indo-China," The New
: o5 gia (Minneapolis: Ir.n.{ml v reity of
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The development of new crops, of mining, and of
industry have not been on 2 scale sufficient to raise the
standard of living greatly throughout the country. The
progress of road and rallway building has been slow and
costly, hindering the movement of the population and the
distribution of rice from the areas of surplus,

Eeonomic developmont has moet with many diffie
cultles; nevertheless, It has effected many social
cuanges in the lives and attitudes of the Indo-Chinese
people. Perhaps the most profound change has come
about as a result of the lmpact of Puropesn thinking
upon the traditicnal structure of Vietnamese life,
grown at the expense of the two basic unitse~the family
and the village."2? The breakdown of femily and village
ties has been folt most keenly in the coastal lands,
where Turopeans quickly settled, The mountain villages
vary greatly in saeial organization but, because of
thelr inaccessibility, have been lesa affected by
recent changes.

Vietnamese village life reflects that of China.
Strong religious and social obligations are laid upon
the family members, In keeping with the cult of ancestor

2, Charles Robequaing Ths
London: O

Wf
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worship. Tach member feels himself a part of the family
and villasge group, because the family is an Iintegral
part of the village, In order to fulfill the necessary
religious and soclial obligations imvolved, 1t is also

required to live on the land of one's ancestors, a fact
vhich partly explains the lack of success in malking
large-scale, sudden tranzfers of population.
The conflict between individualism and
collectivism arose as a result of Western intervention.
During the first periocd of m:!.stmtim,

ﬂp obJ at rule was pacirim

er policies were to
sma upen the individuslistiec trend of
F'rench political thnnmg.

"The concept of the value of individual 1life has
led to the suppression of many old, harsh laws, but has
weakoned the authority which gulded the people.™®

This does not mean that the Vietnamese have not
assimilsted, superfisially at lesst, muy of the aspects
of French culture, The adaptability which enabled them
to selze upon many elements of Chilnese culture has
operated upon Western culture as well, The effects of
assimilation have seen the breakdown of Confuclanism and
of many superstitions with vegard to the seil. Other
effects have been the growth of wrban communities, the

Se OQR.?. M. A £k 3 185 Y % dock
(vashington: Smithsonian TnSETEIE: otiy 1044), Ps

4, Wiesud, op. eit., p. 226.
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formation of new scclal classes, and the rise of
Vietnamese nationalism.

It wvas only with the arrival of the French that
large towns were established., There are soveral urban
conters within the delta areas, such as Hanol and
Haiphong in North Vietenam, and Saigon-Cholen in the
Mekong delta., These cities act as focal points for the
further concentration of population in arcas already
densely peopled, :

"one class which has grown considerably in
Vietnamese soclety 1s that of the 'landless proles=
terlatt-=those vho own elther no land or insufficient
land to provide a 1iving."$ This group is composed of
two typese-the wage earners and the landless farmers,
from whose rank the former emerge. In earlier times,
land was not held in equal amounts, but the commmal
organization of commnity 1ife lessened the effects of

this diserepancy. The breakdown of village organization

has removed this source of support from the small land-
holder, and, at the same time, the rapid inerease in
births has reduced the size of family holdings. There-
fore, this has led %o large estates and landless
tenants, menaged by an intermediate group and worked by

5. Robequain, op. cit,, p. 226C.
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tenant farmers, The tenants have become involved iIn a
cuwmilative process of borrowing agsinat future harvests
from the landlords, to some of whom, interest on such
loans has become a major souree of Iincome, "The French
authorities, through the formetion of agricultural eredit
organizations, have attempted to alleviate this
situation.™8

The Inereased rates of population growth,
resulting from the French medical and engineering
projects, the improved tmmtim facllities, and the
growing need for labor in mines, en plantations, end in
industry have combined to bring the wage-carning elass
into being. "These people enjoy better 1lving and
working conditions than at home, but feol themselves to
be lacking In moral snd soefal compensations,"? Tor this
eontracts, or even sarlier. Thus, althourh the total
wage=-earning group is small, large numbers must be
recrulted to fulfill the requirements for labor. The
Instability of the wege=earning population has delayed
the development of 2 consclous "working class,” but the
great change from farming to wage-earning has been
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experienced by a proportionately large group of the
population,

Another soclal class to omerpe in Indo=China
is that of the weal and intellectual "new
elite.” The impact of western ideas and edu-
eation, the weakening of traditienal hierarchies,
end ’bh intellectual traditions of Confucian

aoomted For the Thur o . Whve h e

The wealth of these people is founded upon thelr
owmership of rice lands, especlally the newly drained
aress In Cochin-China, Assoclated with land ownership
1s the lending of money to tenants, "Some have invested
in a variety of industrial and commerclal enterprises;
rice lands continue to Cform thelr main source of
wealth,"®

It ie fyom the wealthy class that many of the
intellectuals apvear, bécamg they'p'inaa preat value
satisfy their wishes, Since 1238, the French permitted
the Indo-Chinese to take responsible administrative
positiona, but this did not allay the sense of frus-
tration in the wealthy intellectual class,

Hationalism has flourdshed in those regions of
Indo~China where bthe western impact hasz been strongest,
becanse it is basad on western political concepts. The

39 m 22: ﬂ’-t'. Ps 108,
9. Robequain, op. cit., p. 86,
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supporters of the movement origirally came from the
proressional and intellectual classes, which arose as a
result of westernizaticn,

I1, Ed icn

the West is unquestionably th_a-tt connected with education.

Tn Jmem, Sochin-China, and TOHENN, The
educational system was based primarily on the study of
Chinese philosophers, such as Confucius and others.

As we, in our m«, respect and honor
the doetor, the teacher and the scientist, so the Indo=-
Ghinese admive those who are familisr with the philoe
sophic writings of the past,

The French, on their arrival in Cochin-China,
neoded interpreters and not philosophers. Althouzh the
national system provided a solild basis of morsl
education, it seemed of little value "pour les besoins
de la vie pratique.” In any case, the French could not
take over the system, as it broke down vhen the Emperor
of Annam, on ceding Cochin~China, recalled all the
officials, Including educational offiecials. Tew French
could speak Arnmamese, and it soemed easier to teach the
pecple French, This agreed with the prevalling colonial
doctrine of assinmilation.
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The Instructions of the first civil governor

wore that no saerifices could be more useful and

e, o e sl Sl

morality, science, and economies.

¥When the southerm provinces were ceded to I'rance

in 1862, stiponds were granted to those who would attend
the missionary school, “cole d'Adran, iIn Ssigon to be
trained as teachers in Franco-vernaculaer schools, This
ralsed the problem of writing Ammamese. The current use
of Chinese characters enhanced the diffioculby of the
language, and the government decided to adopt a system
Jnown as "quoe ngu," devised by Roman Catholle
missionaries In the seventeenth century for writing
Annamese in Homan characters. In 1864, Franco-
vernacular schools opened in the larger centers, but the
Amnamese, zealous for traditicnal learning, remained
Indifferent and hostlle to the new secular schools, Tt
was only gradually that the people learned that schooling
led to promotion. Thls led to the problem of mass
education. "By the end of the nineteenth century there
were about ten to twenty thousand children in village
schoocls learning 'quoe ngu'; there were about five
thousand in the Pranco-vernacular sehools,"tl

Furnlvall, Educ
H (New York:
s Do

11. Virginia Thompson, op. cit,, p. 2086,
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The Lieutenant Govermor said in 1900 about the
general result of educational progress in Cochin-China:
A Tew hundred natives could spealk French ;
adequately, a few thousand could gnbhlo It well
enouch to earmm a liv as gervants, cooks,

¢oolies, and so on, the rest wore more
11111;01-&1:9 than thelr fathers had been before

orime and Sircyeen education rose camcurrastly.l?

It was when Paul Zeau became (overmor that the
foundations of the modern GMtiml systen were lalid.,
Vocatlional training was stressed as well now because the
government, the planters, industrialists, and merchants
all wanted cheap assistants. Covernor Paul Beau founded
the "Consell de Perfectlommement de 1'"nseilpgnement
Indigene™ in 1906, It was created to play a vital part
in educational veforms. The main idea was thet natives
were to begin thelr education in vernacular schools. The
more intelligent students were to pass throurh French
vernacular primary schools to the secondary stage. Those
who 811l manifested an ability and appreciation for
studenta would attend Wormal School later with all proba-
bility of beeoming teachers. In 1915 the competitive
examinations in which the Chinese classics figured
largely were abolished, This was the death sentence for
traditional culture,

12, J.S. Fm‘-‘.u. m Pe 5%,




==

38

The apex of the whole system was the establish-
ment of the University of Hanol in 1807 by Paul Peaun as
a coneession to the new spirit of Haticnaliam, This was
to counteract the alternatives to higher education found
in Japen or Fong Kong. In 1925 the Thiversity of Tanoi
had schools of law, Nedicine, Fine Arts, Bdueation,
Commerce, Public Works, Agriculture, and Foreatry.

In Indo=China female sducation, vocatlonal
training, and technlcal education l1s backward.

In Viet-nam itulf: t_hnt region whieh is not
within the Communist orbit, we have the most recent
statistics made avallable by the Statesmsn?®s Year Book
of 1957. There were 2,137 publie primary schools
(461,562 pupils and 9,105 teachers), 701 private primary
schools (117,634 pupils and 2,785 teachers), 157 publiec
and private secondsry schools (87,706 pupils and 2,2‘66
teachers), twenty public and private primary, secondary
and hirher vocational achools or training workshops
(2,743 pupils and 178 teachers). The Natlonal University
loeated at Salgon has five faculties with 2,841 students
and 125 teachers,

The training of medieal doctors and nurses has
been neglected, It was only with the entrance of the
French army in Indoe=China that Western medical assistance
was rondered to the people. The French have established
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hospitals and clinles In most of the larger citles and
towns, These were of great help to those who could
afford to pay for their hosplitalization, Usually the
Annamese preferred to go to their native "doectors," who
had no formal medical training and who, therefore, were
not as reliable,

I1I, Eeconomic Factors

A. Agriculture

o recent statistics regarding the number of
Vietnamese engaged in agriculture can be quoted, but the
proportion is lmown to be extremely hich., Nearly every
member of peasant famflies is engaged in some aspect of
agrieulture at some Time of the year,

The total arvea of cultivated land in Tndo-China
in 1036 was probably about thirteen million acrves, or
about 20,000 square miles. "Tonkin haéd 2,915,000
ecultivated acvres, Annam 1,973,000, Cambodia 1,947,000,
and Cochin=China 5,579,000,"13

The importance of the cultivated land in each
state can be jJudged by I1ts nutritional density, that is,
the nuuber of persons supported by each square mile of
eultivated land, Tn 1936, the average nutritional

-

13, International labor Office, W
China, Studles and Reports, Series B, Ho,
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density in Tonkin (North Viet-nam) and Annam (Centrel
Vietenam) wes slmost 2,000, In Cgmbodia and Cochine
China, where the populetion was comparatively low, the
nubtritionsl densities were about 1,000 and 500,
respectively. This has, of course, changed as a result
of the War and with the immigration of one million
refugees from the Communist North, These are the areas
from which surplus erops, particularly rice, ean be

obtained, In the province of Quang Yem 1n Tonkin, nearly

6,000 persons were aupported by each square mile of
cultivated land. "The problem of rural over-population
is further complicated by the system of land tenure, In
Anmamese communities, it is customayy for property to be
divided equally among all chiidren of the family,"14

In densely popula-‘tafi_nrons this custom has led
to the development of minute ferms. In many parts of
Tonkin and Annam many of the farms are considerably less
than cne sere In extent, Tn Tonkin sixbty pereent of the
farms have less than one sere, vhile In Annanm seventy
percent are 1.2 acres or less in extent, Tn Cochine-
China and Cambodia, most of the newly developed rice
lands are bought in fairly large blocks, and the average
farm slze is larger. The proportion of small size ferme

14, K.d, Pelyer, Eccnomic Survey of Pacific
hﬁmtm,‘kst %E'fnbap

A Population and _
na %im Secretariat, Institute of Pacific Boi_n.ﬁm
(Wew York, 1941), p. 136.
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appears to Iincrease with the proportion of the Amnamese
population in a state, a reflection both of the
proprietary customs and of the prevalling high birth
rates of these people,

Although Individual land holdings are relatively
large in CochineChina, most of the farms of more than
twenty=ifive acres are subdivided into lots of 12,5 to 25
acres in size and lsased to tenants, ‘Thus, over thirty-
by tenants. These tenants, or ta dien, are expected to
clear the land themselves, to dip the necezsary ditches
for drainage and Irrigation, to erect the farm buildings,
and to supply all implements, As vent, the landlord
receives forty to fifty percent of all the harvest.

The tenants are usually forced to borrow money
from the landlord, against the harvest, at hich rates of
interest, These circumstances cause wide-spread poverty
and perpetual indebtedness among the tenant farmers.

The eccnomic difficulties of the peasant farmers
constitube ons of the grestest problems in Indo-China,
and, at the seme time, present the greatest cbstacle to
any satlsfactory solution of that problem.

1. Rice
"In Indo=China about 86 percent of the cultivated
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land 1s devoted to rice."l® There are two wmain rice=
growing areas~~the deltas of Tonkin and northern Annam,
and the delta and plain of the lower Nekong., Within
these areas, not all the land surface iz cultivated, and
the Intensity of eultivation varles greatly from reglon
to reglion.

Thyoughout Indo=China, as in all Asia, many
varicties of rice have been developed to mest the waried
conditions of climate and soil. Sowe variotles are
lmowm as "upland" or "mountain" rice, and are grown by
dry-farming methods., Most rice, however, 1s grown In
Irrigated lowlands, by metheds which vary only iIn
detail in different localitiles,

Rice cultivation requires a great deal of
exhausting hand lsbor. Sowing, transplanting, and
harvesting are all performed by the peasant and his
family, assisted by neighbors or hired helpers at trans-
planting and harvesting times. In most parts of Indo=
China scoops are used to flood the flelds and to drain
them agein before hervesting, Ozen or buffalo may be
used 1n ploughing and eultivating the land, but in over-
populated areas the food requirements of these animals
may malke thelr employment prohibitive.

g, 10 VeD. vickizer snd N.K. Demnett, op. olts
Pe
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The ¢limtic requirements of the rice plant are
exacting. Flooding of the secd~beds and fields retards
sowing and transplanting, Drought may prevent the
maintenance of a suffieient water level during the
growing period, A period of dry weather 1s necessary at
harvest time, and rains can ruin the erop. "Indo-China
is not one of the great rice-producing nations of Asia.
Since 1947 production of rice in Indo;c—{lina has ra.nlmd
about oishth among Astatic comtrics,"18 |

The gross amnual production spgom ta vary
between four and eight milliion tons. The impmu'nco of
Indo=~China as & rice-producing country, however, lles in
the volume of its surplus crop which eutews into forelign
trade. |

within Indo-China itself, the state of Cochin-
China leads in production with 2,450,000 metric tons,
followed by Tonlin with 1,760,000 metrie tons, Amam with

1,100,000 metrie tms, Cambodia with 800,000 metric tons,

and Teos with 300,000 metric tons. -

2, Other Yood Crops

Ries forms about ninety percent of the &let of
the Indo-Chinese peasanta, but other crops are growm as
supplemontary food sources, !aize or corn is the chlief

16. m,.tod !ﬁtim ¢ Suryey of Asia and
the Fax Tast (iew York, 10467, po 50:
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supplementary erop grown, In 1944, 500,000 acres were
devoted to cornj this produeed 200,000 tons of the
product, About fifty percent of the corm acreage is
located in Cambodias along the Mekong,

Other fogd crops grown by the people are sweet
potatoes, haricot beans, soya beans, taro, manice, yams,
and sil3abs Few are produced in quantities sufffeient
for export, but are used as subaisteno; food crops.

3. Cash Crops

 Certain crops are grown in Inde=China to
supplement the farmer's iIncome from rice, but few are of
great importance or are cultivated as successfully as
they might be. "After the fallure of cotton as 2

plantation crop, encou ‘was given to native

growers in an attempt to supply the French demand for
cotton."l? Cotton, however, is mromn as an off-sesson
erop during the dry months, Its guallty 1s poor, and it
cannot compete with imported fibdres. '

In Amnam, Cambodia, and parts of Tonkin, some
families did grow mulberry trees to feed thelr owm silk
worms, The geovernment provided experimeniel stetlions
and supervisory rersomnel for the industry, but the silk
is produced under poor conditions and remains cof low
quality.

17. Robequain, op. eit., p. 252.
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Tobacco is grown loecally; it is a dark, strong
type which the natives prefer, The Furopeans prefer
light tobacco, but there 1s little of this type grown.

Sugar is grown in Indo«China, and this is
produced on about 85,000 seres. The yleld 1s very low,
averaging two tons per acre. Little sugar is used by
the natives, but 1t does have to be lmported.

Other cash crops include peanuts, iosnm-, lac,
and tung, used in varnish, lmpok, and Jube. Coffes, tea,
and rubber are also grown, but these crops are chiefly
growvn on Furopean plantations,

B. Livestock

ILivestock does not form an ilmportant part of the
arricultural economy of French Indo-China, The hot,
molst summers are not well sulted to the healthy
development of domestic animmls, ant_! aiso -encourago the
spread of many diseases, Natural grassland 1s rare, and
the grass which grows in savanna areas is too coarse for
pasturage. Most important of all 1s the need for land
to produce food crops rather than fodder and pasture,
Only pigs and fowls are much used in the native diet,
Cattle and buffalo are used as draught animals in the
rice £ields and are less ilmportant as food,
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C. Flantation Crops
The term "plantation egriculture" implies large~
scale production of a single commodity for ssle, and

usually for export. In IndowChina, plantations were
generally financed and ﬁmpd by the French, enmploying
Annamese labor,

Today most of the plantatioms are located in the
southern parts of the cozmtry. The prewalling narrow

annual tamtm rmga favors the growth of the tropieal

plants usually cultivated on plantationms,

Rubber has become the most suceessful plantation
crop In Indo~China, ‘Tho sofls and the climate are
suitable for this crop, France has generally provided a
good market for Indce~Chinese rukber. "In 1897 'Hewea
brasiliensis! from Malaya was planted in the Salzon
Botanical Carden., It -nu not until 1915 that rubber from
this plant outranked the production of wild rubbor, *18

The world demand for rubber encouraged the
development of new arees. The Indo=Chinese government
sasisted the planters with subsidies and other financial
concesslions. The Industry enjoyed a prosperous period
prior to the Second World War,

18. Robequain, op. cit., p. 202,

i
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The industry in Indo-China is almost entirely in
the hands of a few large companles, Two-thirds of the
300,000 acres of rubber plantations are in Cochin<China,

2, Tea

Tea is Indigenous to Indo=China an? was cultlivated
in gardens by the natives before the arrival of the
E‘.xw. "In 1943 there were about 40,000 acres of
plantatlions In Tndo=China, and production smounted to
about 10,000 tons of tea; this figure Included both
plantations and gardens,"19

3. Coffee e

Coffee has been less successful as a plantation
erop in Indo=China, The main difficulty was that the
product had to compete for the T“rnnﬂh mariet with the
coffee of other French colonles.

S, . et

The mining Industry of Indo-China was concentrated
in Prench hands, through the operation of a few large
companiee, The natives seldom have the capital available
to undertake the great financial risks involved, 1ost
of the mining activity is confined to Tonkin (Worth Viet-
nam), which is now In Communist hands. The division of
Indo-China into two zones has greatly hindered the future
econonle development of a strong industrial nation.

19. Indo-China (Ottawa, Canada: Dept, of Mines
and Technical Surveys, 1853), p. 46.

- . il
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B, Manufaoturing

The traditional indusiries are carried on in the
homes of peasants and supply the local needs for foed,
clothing, implements, buildings, and many other things,
Host of the manufacturing only supplements apriculturs,
There are few villages composed entlirely eof landless
artisans. The crafts are usually pursued in the off=
seascna for rice-growing, and during the scanty lelsure
time of the peasants, Most reguire elementary skills
and little capital, Simple tools are used, and small
reserves of raw materials are maintained,

The preparation of foodstuffs 1s ons of the major
traditional industries, ineluding the husking of rice,
and the preparation of various types of food from rice.
Sugar, molasses, and various olls, such as coconut oil
are prepared in Annam, On the southeast coast of Annam,
the preparation of fish sauece, nuoc mam, ensages a labor
force which ralses the iIndustry to the scale of modemrn
manufacturing activity.

Textile-making employs one of the largest groups
of artisans, Factory-made cotton thread is woven into
coarse cloth for clothing. In northern Annam, both
spimming and weayving are done by artisans., Ropes and
mats are prepared from coconut Tibres on the Annam

m‘t.
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Basket-work has a variety of uses in Indo-~China,
and is an important craft in most parts of the country.
Hats and capes to protect the rice-fleld workers from the
ralin, receptacles of all kinds, implements for irrigation
and for fishing are all woven of reeds, rattans, bamboo,
or latania leaves.

A considerable number of artlsans are ongaged in
the eonstruction lndustries. The larger village
bulldings are all erected by specialists in various typeas
of woodework. Other craftsmen concerned with
econstructlion include masons, stone-cutters, and brick-
makers., '

Many workers produce jewellery, paper articles
for religlous ceremonies, and pottery, Some of their
products are sold in small shops in the towns and cltiles,
but the greater proportion s for use in the villapes.

Indo~China 1s the most industrialized

of the French overseas s and has cone

siderable possibilities for rutun 1mhutria1

development, Many of the natural resources and
thouﬁtorhls:hinhmllmﬂ&am

The power rasources
ltﬂlhrp{,mmn,mu ble of cone

siderable development, In additien, the dense
lowland populntian provides a large potential
labor s The industrial future of Indo-
China is re to that of Southeast Asia as a
whole and depends upon the ralsing of standarga
of living and purchasing power of the people.

20, Robequain, op, ecit,, p. 269.
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il. CHAPTYR IV

HISTORY OF CHRISTIAN AND KISSIONARY ALLIANCY WORK
IN VIST-NAM

I. Farly Mission History

B9, A.B, Slwpson, ome of tho founders of the
Christlan and ﬁiqaiqsgw Allianece, was very ruch
interested In seeing the Oospel carwvied to all areas of
She. et SEPURISyS6 Uhl Bigiscted Aslan countries
' of China and Indo~China,

In 1887, Dr. Simpson wrote in the magazine,
"Word, Work, and World": "The southesstern peninsula of
Asla has been much neglected. The great kingdem of
Annam should be mWth’c. R ——

« David lelacheur, who was closely asaociated
with Dr, Simpson in the begimning of the Alllance work,
visited Salgon. He impreased Pr, Simpson with the
opportunity to reach out to these people with the
Gospel.

In 1894, in an editorial in "The Christian
Alliance and Forelgn Veelldly,"” he mentioned the Sudan ead
Annam as two of the outstanding unoccupied mission filelds
of that day,

50
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In 1897, Rev., C.,H. Reeves of the Alllance was
permitted to cross the border from Inmg Chow, South
China, and entered Tonkin as far as tho city of Langson.

Rev, R.A. Jalffray managed to enter the country
from South China in 1989 and travelled south from the
Chinese border to Hanoil, the capital, He was not
permitted %o stay and esteblish sny permanent work then,
but finally gained permanent entranee in 1911 with two
other missionaries of the Allfance, TFov, Paul Hosler
and Reve G. Lloyd Hughes, They landed at Tourane and
were allowed o purébase property for the Alliancs.

The m:l.en_x.fhu in Annam was opened as a
subsidiary of tim .South- China Conference until it was
visited by the Foreign Secretary, Dr. R.H. Glover, in
1915. There were nine missionaries located at Tourane
and Faifoo, An Annamese Field cam‘wmm was organized,
and Rev, Isaac "-Iass, Chairmen of the South China Pleld,
at Tourane and Faifoo, while five others opened new work
at Haiphong, the main seaport In Tonkin, and also at the
eapital, Manol. It appeared that the work would progress
satisfactorily with missionaries stationed on the fleld
and capable of spoaking the language.

The Flrst Viorld War caused the French to be

was appointed Supe:

suspiclous of all forel mers, even of missionaries,

e e e
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Filve of nine missionaries had nasmes which appeared to
be of German origing they were all American cltizens
but were asked to leave the coumtry. The other four were
refused aunthorigzation to do any work among the Annamese.

Ii. MNisasion Success at Eanoi

In the spring of 1916 Rev, R.A. Jaffray again
visited Indo~China and had an interview with the French
Governor=General, cmeom.‘lng the recpening of the mfi.
wfim was granted feor work to be carried on In
Haiphong, Hanoi, Tourane, and in tm_pi"m"in&n of Coshin-
China and Laocs. A misslonary conference was held at
Haiphong in the fall of 1916, Rev. Jaffray was the
its 300,000 souls; it 1s located in central Tonkin
province which has & population of eight million. Tand
was purchased in the center of the eity In & strategie
location, A printing press was set up, which has been
used in printing the Bible in the mational language, as
well as printing church literature.

The first converts were a celebrated sculptor and
a university graduate. These two were part of that
nucleus which made the Hanoi Church a means of blessing.
This church was responsible for the establishment of five
other churches in the dlstrict.

R T
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The first language teacher of the missionaries
was a capable translator, whe for ten years assisted in
the translation of the Bible, lie later became Fditor of
the Annamese newspaper of Hanol.

The Hission Presa, In cooperation with the Pritish
and Foreizn Bible Society, did a great work in printing
all types of Christisn literature for this new work,

At Haiphong, the main seaport for Northern Viet-
nam, & new churci was established in 1915, The
Vietnamese and the Chinese cooperated im estadlishing
this work, This is a good example of the way the grace
of God has worked, as 1t ia net natural for the two
races to assoclate with eachother In any public meeting.

ITYI, Tourane Beach~Head Fxpanded

The return of the missfonaries to Tourane, after
the French Government lifted its ban, resulted In a rapld
increase in the nuwber of converts, A Bible School was
opened there in 1915 and has been ome of the strongest
educational institutions In the area. MNany of the
leaders of the Vietnamese chureh have had thelr Bilble
training at this institution.

The natural result of this work was the spreading
of the Christisn witness to many areas surrownding Tourane.
Invitations were accepted by some who desired to Iknow
more abeut Christ,
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The Lord blessed at Palfoo, just fifteen miles
south of Toursne, A strong group of bellievers rosided
in this small village, They were filled with enthuslasm
for Christ, and their vigor and joy atiracted many to
hesr of their new Savior, the Lerd Jesus Christ, This
was the first sell-supporting church in Viet-nam,

It 1s Interosting that the asccptance of the
Cospel moant the aceeptance of stcm&ahiﬁ; Soon the
south at Tam Xy, Hhatrang, and Nulh Hoa, The Freuoch
government officials had to give permission for the
opening of any new work in any town or villages m.
the Spirit of God cannot be limited to the deerees of men.

"There were over two thousand Christians In these
churches before they were officlally authorlzed, although
from the begliming they were countenanced by the
government officials "t

In 1918 work was established in Coeladn«China at
Saigon. A missionary resldence and recelving home was
purchased in an i1deal loeation., Another misslonary
station was opened at Mytho near Saigon. Twanty-five

hina (Harrise
2O Fl Da @.




e R T FW S T R e ry wapey § 00 SN

i B bk i i

T —— v—

55
vears later all the miasionaries were to roside in this
tovn as prisoners of the Japanese.

Tt was at Mybtho that a wealthy layman approached
one of the missionaries and asked him to explein a rospel
portion he possessed, The Spirit of God worked in this
mants life in a wonderful way, and he dedicated his
wealth and talents to his Heavenly Father., Te was

China.

The work in Cochin-China was most successful, as
so many converta wisited Salron and lMytho on business and
then returned to thelr villages with the Cospel. The
Lord blessed His worlk, and many new churches were
established. '

"hen Rev, A.C, Snead, Foreign Secretary of the
Christian and Missionary Alliance, visited the fleld in
1927, just fourteen years afiter the opening of the first
Vietnemese chapel, a great national church was orgesnised,
There wore already wore than five thousand Christians in

mwany congrezations scattered over three of the Vietnamease-

speaking states, Tonkin, Annam, and CochineChina, "A

great factor in this rapid growth wasz the Eible School at

Torrane."™ The school inscludes o Women's Bible School as

2. Ibid., P. 0.
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wolls God called students to this scheel from Tonkin
and Cochin-China, as well as from the Iirmediate vieinity
of Tourane, There were over ninety students attending
with gseven teachers, four of whom were missionaries.

The first objective of the Mission had been to
evangelize as mch territory and te win as many con-
verte as possible., The next Important step was the
establishment of a selfesupportingz, self-administring,
and self=-propagating Vietnamese church with a
congregation In every community.

In 1935, ttﬁ;o,;ero thirty ordained Vietnamese
evangelists serving Iin the National Church, The ¥ational
Church held a conference each year at Tourane; 1t was
encouraging to witness the abllity and spiritual dise
cermment of many of thelr loaders. Two of the apeclal
projects were the purchasing of a gospel beoat and the
decision to take the Gospel to some of the Mols tribes
inhabiting the Interior. The new church had a
misslonary zeal.

Buddhlsm iIs the religion of Cambodia, It iIs the
hope of eovery father to have ome zon In order to give him
to the DBuddhist prlesthood. In this atwosphere, the
first missionaries had very little success during the
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firet few yearas. FHowever, in 1925, the Camboedian Bible
School was opened with five students, The Cambodian
students had rmuch less secular education; consegquently
their course was more elementary. The missionaries
showed foresight by adapting to the particular features
of Cambodian 1ife. The people who are employed mostly
in agriculture work are busy during two seasons of the
year, seod-time and harvest., The shorteterm Bible
School has intensive Bible study during these two free
seagons snd allows the students to return home when
their erops demand attention. This increased the
musber who attended the school and allowed alse for
the students to be self-supporting,

VII. Work in Isos

The next fleld to be entered by the Alllence
was Leos. This fa the only state of French Indo=China
in which there were Protestant missionaries before the
advent of the Christian and Missionary Alllance, The
Swiss Brethren had three stations in southern Laocs, and
the Presbyterians had crossed over from Slam and had
done some work near Luang Prabang. The Presbyterians

had several hundred converts among the Kha tribespeople.

There were stlll large areas, however, with many tribes
who had never heard of Christ. The Allisnce felt that
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this was truly a nsedy section, There are various
langrapes spoken in laos, as there are so many
different tribes, Only after three years' work dld the
firat convert make hils decision for Jesus Christ,

The Bible had been translated Into the Iaosian
language by one of the Swiss Prethren. It was published
by the Hission Press at Hanol and wes a preat help, as
the Teoslans read for themselves of Ood's love For all,

VIIT, Work Among the Tribes

The laast f1leld to be omm by the Alliance
¥isasfon is located in the highlands of all the states.
The aboriginal inhabitants of the land were driven back
inte the mowuntains when the Vietnsmese nigrated south
from China many centuries ago,

"Thore are olghty-two tribes, Fach lives its
own 1ife with distinet customs, dress, and language."S
"he tribal people themselves sre not Triendly to
gtrangers; the Annamese call them 'Moils,* which means
savape and conveys & good description of their attitude
toward theoutside world,"¢

The first contact with tribal folk was made by a
Vietnamese pastor, Mr, Thua, in the mountainous region

Se Iblds, p. 144, 4. Ibid., ps 145.
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behind Tourane. He found a tribesman who could speak
Vietnamese, and so hls message was translated to the
trive. In a very short time there were thirty-three
converts in this area,

The work among the Vietnamese at Langson in
North Vietenam was successful, and, as the Vietnamese
witnessed In the market place, members of the Tho tribe
became Interested., One member of the Tho tribe invited
the missionaries to speak to his tribe at the village of
Dong Mo, Twelve of those who heard the Cospel accepted
Christ ss their Lord, This work has been very succesaful,

In October, 1852, snother statlon was opened at
Hoabink in North Viet-nam for the Muong and other tribes.
A student from the Tourene 3Bible School was placed there
as an evangelist, Since that time many villages through-
out the area have the c-ospei, and there are numerous
converts.

At Dalat In South Viet-nam work was eatablished
among the Mols, This is one of the larpest areas
inhabited by the tribes and has Short Term Bible Schoels
for the tribal folk,

¥r. Xol, the Fols evangellst, fortunately spocke
five languages, Including Vietnamese, Te, with the
assistance of a Vietnamese Bible student reduced one of
the tribal langusges VYo writing and translated the
Cospel of Nark.




=S

60
As the Vietnamese Church became stronger, it
agssumed more responsibility and took an active part in
tribal work, Socon the Cospel was ecarried to different
tribes in Cambodla, Cochin-China, Central Viet-nam, and
Northern Vietenam,

IX. Recent Tvents

Since 1935, there has been no history recorded
of Wisaion work in book form, The Mission work in Viet-
nam has been disrupted sinee the fall of France 1n 1040
and the Invasion of the country by Japanese forces that
year.

The Japenese, upon thelir surrender in 1945, left
their weapons in the hands of Vietnamese Nationalists,
who used them in the war of iIndependence with France
which has just recently been resolved,

The recent period of calm which has come to this
var-stricken land has divided the country into two
sections at the geventeenth parallel. The result has
been that the Nationallst Church has been divided inte
two sections, In the Commmist North and In the
Demoeratle South. Rev. DN.I. Jeffrey, Chalrmen of the
Vietenam Christian and Missionary Alllance fisld and Dp,

Krabill of the Mennonite Central Commitiee oatimate the
number of Protestant Christians in South Viete-nmam to be
between 25,000 and 350,000 in nunber.
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An orphanage has been established in Nha«Trang,
which now has fifty children from the ages of four to
sixteen who were left orphans or without financial
support following the war, Another forty children are
zoon to enter this nrph&mga.
The orphsnage is manned with Christisn

personnel and the children are taught many
handicrafts which will enable them to be self-

a8 eing taught SHSTP FEAIEE Welool Toevens.S

A Gospel Book Room has beeon established In the
Saigon-Cholon area, This approach has been a means of
blessing to the many who have beon won to Christ by 1ts
ministry. .

There 1s an attempt being made by Yisz Bowen
and ¥rs, Jeorge Irwin bo teach members of the Koho
tribe to read by the use of "r, Laubach's teaching
method, Dr, Laubach visited Saigon himself and managed
to have the charts printed in booklet form, This
method of teaching has appealed to the tribal folk, and
the kission believes that 1t will be successful.

S, Mrs. J. Sawin, Tho 0all of Viebenam (Saigons
Salgon Cospel Prese, 1956); . 3.
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SUCCERSSFUL METHODE USFD IN INDIA AND BURMA

Agricultural misalonary work has proved itself
successful in Indie and Burma, These countries, as well
ags Thailand and Indo-China, constitute the great rilce~
surplus region, not only of Monscon Asia but of the
world, "Pach of the three countries is something of a
replica of the other in climate, topography, and land
utilization, a similarity of conditions with important
economic implicatlons."l

I. India

Dr, I, Moomaw, in his book, "The Farmer
Speaks," gave an Impressive list of what could be done to
improve the agriculture of the great land of India, where
ninety percent of the population is rural. There was
poor farm equipment, poor land dlstribution, toeo high an
interest rate on money, much land erosion, a need for
chemical fertilizer and diversified farming, & need of

1, ¥ickizer and Bennett, op. cit., p. 56,

-
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feed for livestock, veterinarians, cooperatives and
eredit unions, a need for improved seed and selective
breeding of poultry and cattle.

No one can understand India who ignores this
dom debasing poverty which is one
link in the ﬂcious cirele of igno-
superstition, oppressic 11l-health
ant mortelity, lack of senitation end the
i peraistence of such epidemic diseases
as ¢ ra, dysentery, m enteric, malaria,
hook=-worm, small-pox, and ble
diseases., It is povart whiahrohu ma
; - and of all that u at and

nmeo

It 1s natural to find mest of the Indian
Christians employed in agriculture, as ninety percent of
the population is rural. Thelir economic plicht was the
same as that of thelr neizhbors--desperate--until the
Institution of agricultural missions,

It was obvious that i the aws ) chureh

member was living at a prate of from to
three cents per person per day something would
have to be done to increase the earning
capacity and the income of the church

membere
ship, What looked like a purely ecclesiastical
lem had an economio agspect that could not

ignored,”
Today iIn Asia there is a great stress on

nationalism, Ewvery Mission Board, therefore, would he
wigse to recognize the need of a self-supporting, self-
governing, and self-propagating church.

2. Sam Higginbottom, % G%ﬁ i and the Flow
(London: Oxforéd University . 1 s De 18

3. Sam Higginbottom, Ibid., p. 35.
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Sam Higginbottom states that investigation shows
that education is an investment which in general pays
the largest M‘hi‘“ dividend on the largest invest-
ment, The educatlion of the Indian Christians in the
field of agrieulture is of vital importance, since the
whole country depends upen it for ita very life, This
is also true if the chureh in India is to be national-
istic, otherwise it must always remain dependent upon
the West. |

There has been a great stress on the part of
most mission boards on the saving of the soul, This is
rightly consldered the chief end of the misslonary
effort, but it is most doubiful to assume that the less
the missionary has to do with the body and the materlal

healthy and efficient the better for him, It iz of the
most vital importance to save the soul; however, it is
wise and spiritually ané economically sound to

preserve that soul and body for the future prepagation
of the Cospel. Ve are saved Lo serve Christ, This
involves the taking care of owr bodies, which are the
temples of the Holy Ghost, In I Corinthians 6:19 and 20
we read, "What? lmow ye not that your body i1s the
temple of the Holy Ghost vhich 1s In you, which ye have
of Cod, and ye are not your omm? For ye are bought
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with a price: therefore glorify Cod in your body, and in
your spirit, which are Cod's.™

i Sam Higginbottom stressed Agricultural Missions

| in Indla, and we are llsting some of the more lmportant

ressons as to why they are necessary:

1. Agriculture is Today the main ocoupation in
.- India, as it is in Indo=China,
I 2, &gricultﬁra 1s 11kely to remain the maln
‘ occupatlion of India, because of 1ts climate
| and the long growing meason.
k Se Imﬁrowﬁ agrieulture 1s the simplest and most
‘ 4, Improved agriculbture, taught to tha convert,
i will give him enough to eat and will provide
! him with a surplus with which bhe can purchase
' ‘elothing, pay the doctor, educate hlis
I children, and contribute reasonably to the
puant of Nesreine
. 5. Improved agriculture provides an occupation
for soms of Christlans, not fitted to be
| mission teachers or preachers.
i B8« Those Christians who have not become
evangelista but have worked on the mission

i farm for two or three years and have learned
o~ how to use iron plows, harrows, rollers,
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seeding, mowing, and threshing machinery,
and silage cutters are in great demsnd at
wages three times as great as the average
village wage.
There iz a great call today for more techni-
cal and Industrial education in India.
Therefore the development of industries
related to and subslidiary to agﬁoultm,
such as, the malting and repalring of
modern farm implements and machinery,
modern dairyiné, the earming and preserving
of frults and vesstables, sugar processing,
0il presaing, tamning, and rope making, ls
important .
There 1s a nsed for agricultural engineers to
develop irrigetion and to drill wells.
India nesds roads, railrcads, canals,
schoels, colleges, libraries, and hospitals.
Sixty-two percent of the pecple of India are
beyond the reach of any medical aid

shatsoaver,

#e also nobe Lhat the proceedfngs of the Fourth

and Fifth Meeling of the National HMlsslonary Council,
Coonoor and Benares respectively, endorsed the view that

{1) Magriculturel and industrisl missions are an
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integral part of the presentation of the Cospel to India
at this time," (2) the mission should aim at the
establishment of central institutions for the training
of teachers in agriculture and allied iIndustrlies in the
various language or climatic areas. (3) the mission
plan for adeguate instruction in agriculture and allied
industries, such as, silk, poultry, the making and
repairing of agricultural tools and Implements.

Dr, Woomaw listed Tive ways to assist the Indian
farmer. First, the attitude of the farmer must be
changed; he must care for his cattle., Second, sclective
breeding must be instituted to improve the quality of
cattle and the gquantity of milk, Third, the feed supply
of the cattle should be enriched and lmproved. Poor
feed has been the cause of slow mmturity In Indian
cattle., TPourth, there should be a determined effort to
control pests and dlseass among eattle by the use of
vaceines and antibloties, Fifth, money should be made
available to farmers at low interest rates,

There is much illness in the land with few
doctors and hospltals to handle the many types of fever,
cholera, dysentery, malaria, and other diseases.
Hospitals and clinics have proved themselves successful
in alleviating the suffering and pain of many. The
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¢linics have helped as well by their stress on the
sanltary conditions and hygiene of the rural people.
It has been mentlioned that investigatlon has

ghown that education is the primary need iIn order to train
Indlans to be of help and assistanee to their own people.

pro In 1821, :g.éi:m camz: ; o%;:a?:hﬁ uuﬁm

became the Indian Agrieultural Associat

an effort to relieve dlstress among rml peoplo
through providing improved methods of hunh-ndw

Education, however, must utflize the villagers!
past experience and take account of thelr present
attitudes, As educatlon cultivates the self-esteem of
the villager, it may become the most potential factor in
rural lmprovement.

Tho school's goal 4s to assist In the mental,
physlecal, moral, and spiritual growth of the children.
It 1s when the villape teacher and the people talke up
the taslk of Improvement of rural life together that
succoss 1s attalned, The teacher should emphasize soil
tmprovement, llvestock Improvement, and the lncrease of
erop yields.

One Indlan ofTlelal suggested the Tollowing
school schedule for rural youth. The irst year of study
considered the village flelds and gardens; the second,
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the study of different birds and animels; the third, the
study of the homes and the employment and occupation of
the family members; the fourth, the health and
recreation of the village; the f1fth year, the activity
of nelghbors and thelr employment was considered as
related to those residing In the commmity,

The Presbyterians purchased two hundred and
sevonty~five aeres of land at Allahabad, India, The land
purchased was eroded and wnfertils, yot it wms
deliberately purchased to show how It could be redeemed
and made profitable. When the land was purchased, the
most the Indian farmers would pay te rent an acre was
eight cents, Seven years later, after the Agricultural
School had cared for this land, the Indian farmers were
willing to pay elght dollars an acre to rent it,

The poultry-raising was a success, espooialiy
with improved breeds which wéro brourht in from the
Tnited States. The lmproved breeds ate cne and a half
times as muach feod as native poultry; however, they
produced three times as much., Poultry husbandry offers
more immediate hope of economic relief to farmers than
any farm enterprises,

A new type of plow was constructed which iIs able
to plow deeper and faster than the plow which has been
in use for generations. The Indian farmers were thrilled
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with this new Instrument which saved them and their oxen
much extra work and effort.

Suggestions were made on how to improve the
health of the villagers, There should be the construce
tion of more windows and doors in the houses to allow
more light and alr inalde. Senitary latrines should be
placed at various spots in the village. Hook-wornm,
cholera, and dysentery persist where lsnes and open
spaces are used Iinstead of latrines. The mnter supply
of the village should be Improved or purified by the use
of ehlorine., The food should be of a more nutritious
nature, and this would assist the body In the preventing
of low resistance to infectlon. Education should be
given, telling why and how to handle disease. Illiterate
people do not cooperate well in the contrel of dlsease.

11, Durma

Our Baptist work in Purma has been noticed end
praised, ULord Curzon, iIn laying down a new educational
policy noted "the absence of agricultural instructlion in
Burma except for that of the American Baptist Mission."

The love of Christ constrained Breyton Case to do
four things: to preach, to teach, to heal, and to feed.

He believed the whole Caspel was for every man and for the
whole man. He believed that "“man cannot live by bread
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alone," but man must have bread to live., The soll and
the soul are inseparably interwoven In the lives of
rural millions,
A. Mssion Farm

The mission demonstration farm at Pyinmana was
a great success, Sugar cane was grown on half the
acreapge and produced a much greater yleld than that in
adjacent flelds., The plants were spread further apart
and buried deeper in the soll, as well as having
adequate fertilizer. The yield from this amazed the
Indlan farmers. On the rice land three crops were
grown--sesamm oil seed or corn, at the begimning of the
rains; followed by rice, transplanted from the nurseriess
and then, shortly before reaping the rice, a certain
native bean, which was broadcast on the molst ground and
matured within four nﬁnths. Tn this mammer missionary
Case had crop rotation which fully utilized the soll and
kept it fertile,

Be 50@1
The curriculum of the school was designed to

train the Indians to becore effective and efflcient
farmers by the use of the implements which were part of
thelir culture,

During the first year, the studenta'! main subjeot
is gardening and learning how to nse hand imploments.
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They also learn bamboo and cane work in manmual t{raining.
In the second year, the main subject 1a farm crops, and
students learn the use of ox-drawn Iimplements., Wach
student grows one acre of erops as his project vhile
carpentry is taught in manual training., Animal husbandry
is the main subject of the third year, and for his project
each student rears a group of animals; carpentry and iron
repair work is taught in menual training, The fourth
year, the student does speecial work in one of the throe
departments of agrieulture he has previocusly studied, as
well as farm management and simple farm engineering,
C. Promotion

The studenta also study the Bible and co into
the different villapges, presenting the Gospel of Christ
and the gospel of the soil. By their witnessing, they
have won many to Christ. They have used lantern alldes
to show new methods in agriculture which are successful;
the students make excellent witnesses coneerning these
projects shown in the slides, Pamphletsz are also
distributed with titles sueh as "Ten Commeandments for
Rice Growers," "How to select a pood fowl and how to
care for 1t," "Buy a Colleme Plow and Plow your land
twice as fast and twice as well." These pamphlets
written by Rev, Case were very succeaaful.

"The greatest encouragement to our agriculbtural

'1
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plans has come from the fact that the government of Burma
is willing to help us develop &n agriecultural achool at
Pylnmana."™ The native Christien leaders all say that
the school of agriculture is along the line of thelr
econonie salvation--this 1s pood promotion for the school,

D, Andmal

Berlzshire hogs were brought to the farm from the

Tited States. They tap'mduood themselves successfully,
and the litters were asked for even before birth. Theze
pizs resisted disemse and welghed more than the Indian
Plgs.

As In Tndfa, the American White Leghorn Chickens
were much better producers than the native chickeons,
There has always been a long waiting list for egas.

Improved seed was used, and the sugar cane yield
of plowing and scll preparation, as well as to better
seed. Corn, selected according to scientifie nmethods,
was planted In rows with a seed drill and cultivated with
oxen instead of hoeing by hand, This saved much labor
and produced the best crop of corn ever seen.

Purebred rice seed was drilled in place instead

5, Brayton €., Case, ' - (Phila-
delphia: The Jordan Press, 1948), p. 27,

-t s il ke e
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of transplanting by hand from the nurseries according teo
the uesual native method, An excellent crop was produced,
and it metured sarller than ordinarily. It was cubt by
mower with reaper attachment. By the method wsed on the
mission farm 2 saving was made of one quarter the value
of the ecrop in planting and snother quarter in harvesting
it. Threshing by machine reduced the cost oven more,

The mower cleared the £10l1d so guickly that,
while the ground was still molst, It eould be bharrowed
and planted with gram (a fileld pea) and alsc with mrain
sorghum, Thus, a second crop was to be had, where the
Burmese usually got only one, because he took two months
clearing the rice off his land with a sickle., Then, at
the rainless season, it was too dry for a crop.

A pump was installed for irrigation, and this
reduced the labor involved in watering and caring for
various crops. The pump more than repald its cost and
running expense,

In 1954, the Pyinmana ¥ission School of Agri-
culture organized the Co-operative Poultry Sccieties,
Limited, and the Pyinmans Villsge Co~operatlve Bank,
Limited., The villagers were being asslsted aconomi.ql‘.liy
without having to pay the excessive Interest rates

charged by private money-lenders,
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Brayton Case summed up briefly his goal in the

following statements:

I am trying to express my conecept of
Christiani ag!m it rw]::etion in torms of
life ure, am constantly
finding that some of the greatent obstacles to
better apgriculture are spiritual ocbetaclese«~
lack of motive for perslistent rm.. lack of

love, lack of s lack of faith one
another, and lack of .:..aelfl:sh aar-!:nc:e'n.5

He had a college major in Agriculture at the Universiiy
of Califormnia, a Master's degree from Golnilbin University,
and study at Union Theological Seminary,. :

A balanced ration was given to the Burmese, who
attended the School. Thelr course included Bible study,
evanpelism, relisious oducation, as well as agriculbure.
The School earried forth in its curriculum the four-
point program of its founder--preach, teach, heal, and
feed, Truly this was teaching and pragtising the fuil
Cospel of Christ,

Gu Gaae, M' Fe 34.
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CHAPTER VI

POSSIBLF MFTHODS
STRENCTHENING THE IIA'!‘%NAL CHURCH IN VIFT-NAM

Viet-nam has emerged from a grim and arduous
wvarfare which has exhausted her people, upset her
economy, and divided her polities.

It was with the emergence of President lNgo Dinh
Diem that South Vietenam gained political stability. As
& new country, which has gained its liberation from the
French, Japaness, and Communists, Vietenam needs much
aid morally, spiritually, and economically.

I. Present Weeds in Vietenam

The Ambassador of Vietenam to the United 3tates,
¥ir. Tran Van Chuong, stated before tha Far Fast-America
Council of Commerce and Industry, in New York City,
April 11, 19567, "Only aié and investmente can fill that
vacuum caused by war and cure our present vulnerablility
and wealmess." The govermment of Viet-nam is "vitally
interested in private inveastments as they are absolutely

necessary to give an under-developed country a minimum

of industrial equipment without which it cannot raise the
78




77
living standards of its people."” President Ngo Dinh
Dien gave an address before a Joint meeting of the
Congreas of the United States in Vmshington on May 9,
1957, In this speech he mentloned some of the
eonditions and problems confronting his country.
The Aslan people, long humilisted in their
national aapimtions, their humen dgnity
injured, are no longer, as In the past,

resigned and pass "’ﬁ

They are eager to roduaa t g‘!ma tochnical
backwardness, They clamor for a rapid and
Immedlate economic development, the only sound
base for democratic politlgal independence.

T™e leaders of Asia, whatever their

ideclogles, are the tragie
urgency of the mﬁ“ soclal pu-obhms of
their emmtrias. nder the strong presaure of

:hail;' nmuﬂg are coumpelled to adopt
President Ngo Dinh Diem, before the Couneil on
Foreign Relations, expressed on behalf of the Vietnamese
people their appreciation of American aid and encourage=
ment in the dark days of nstionhood, He also went on
to 1ist some of the problems with thelr resultant needs:
Our country Inherited a bankrupt political
system, & disorganized administration, a
erumbl economy, an emply treasury , « « . .

YWe alsc had nearly one milllon refugees to be
recelved and settled.

Our problems, however minor, can be solved
only by extraordinary eflforts of imagination

1, Press 0ffice, Salgon, 1957, The Emergence of
Free Vietenam, p. 8.

e
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and will-power, We camnot therefore solve our
problems by Western methods without profound
modificationa, The YWest had at its disposal
plenty of time to nohievs and digest
revolutions, We do not,

The President mentioned in other speeches that
the economie and seeial problem which faced this new
natien was tremendous. A planned economy was not
considersed to be truly democratic, th; politiecally, a
planned economy was the only means of preserving the
economy of the land, Outside investments would create
more jobs, more industries, and increoased employment,
All this would be a vital contridution to e
starilized economy.

Viet-nam has appreciated the work of Interw
nationally famous vrellef orgenizations, such as the
Catholie Relief Services, the International Reacue
Committee, CARE, and the work of eeveral Protestant
relief workers, and the Central Wemnonite Committee.

Ye need leadership on other levels than

the politicale--for lesdership in the cultural,
technical, and economic f'iclds, In order to
build e gtable economy, which is the necessary
basls for domocracy, we do indeed need such

leaders whom we now so desperstely laek. This

is why we welcome your techmical adviscrs,
vhether they come from youwr government, from

private ' Yy, from universities or from
foundations.
2, Jbid,, p. 24.

3. Iblde, DPe 35,
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The "Viet-lam Times" of February 28, 1957, listed
meny items and services which are 1n need of assistance
from either the Covermment or private investors.

In the agrienlture of Viet-nam there 48 =z
ghortage of livestoel, agricultural implements, farm
machinery, tractors, good seed, fertilizer, farm
techniciane and advisers, farm cooperatives and credit
mions,

Industry needs business wen and those with
investments to stimulate the industrialization of Viete
nam, There 1z need for the skilled worlmen, technicians,
mechanies, architects, and engineers,

The Hedical Services of the country are in a
sorry plight, and not enough nurses and dectors are being
trained to alleviate the suffering of the poople vho live
in the rural aress.

Miss Hoang Van Phi, a Christian Vietnamese, is
now in training as a nurse at the hospital at
Independence, Hissouwri. She was sent over here on a
scholsrzshiy by the government of Viet-nam. 8She has
stated that there is o great need for medical sssistance,
for doctors and nurecs. Ve see there 1s definlite room
for agricultural, Industxrial, and medical missionaries.
lr. Da Phmoe Leng, & Christlan diplomet attached to the
Vietnamese Tmbassy in Washington, has stated that there




=
.

w.
is an opportunity for those who have tralning in
agriculture, induatry, or medicine, or in any other fileld
to be of serviee tc Vietenam,

TI. Zresent Progress in Viet-nam

After the phase of politlcal conmsolidation was
completod, the government of Vielenam was in a pesition
to attend to economic and soeial problems,

h. Apriculture -

As a pesult of aid and advice from the United
States, rice production has incweased, and two hundred
are also beling exported for the firat time in years,

Recently French sclentists have susgested the
planting of the castor oil plant, as it grows well iIn the
climate found in Viet-nam, Success haz come from this

experiment, and, as there is a dewand on the world market

for this ofl, Viet-nanm should be able to carn sore money
from export of oll,

There 1s, however, much ignorance in the field of
agrieulture, and only education in tha basic principles
of agriculture ean lmprove some of the wasts in natural
rasources.,

Ty, "1llard S, Xrablll, a modicasl missionary
with the Memnonite Centyal Cormittee In Indo-China, has
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said, "The tribes people are gullty of much agricultural
end forestyy malpractice. Help is needed for them to
learn to utilize their country's own resources.”
New lethods
American Teconomic Ald has ssalsted the farmers
by using tractors and cultlvators, harrows, plows, and
threshing machines, The Vietnamese farmer has geen for
himgelf that & greater HEFVESt cwalts hi= If he will
employ diffevent equipment and methods on the Term,
¥r, Du FPhuoe long, a Christian at the Vietnamese
Fobassy in Washington, stated that many have been sent
to Burma, to the Philippinéu, and to the ™ited States to
learn better farming methods,
There is a great need MW agrieviturists,
as this is the main means of caployment in Vietenam,
s e st G preces I 1 S
R s e P s T
i the conviction of my
g&wrﬂn;' tculti ““z:nivmz farmer must own
The amount of eultivaivle land has been Increased
by opening up the Plaine des Jonesz for cultivation, and
by winning for agriculture the vast undeveloped

territories of our hirher roglons, There 1a a need for

4o E_i_d‘, Pe 37,
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those who are trained in agriculture, forestry, live~
stock, handicrafts, and viliage industries,
B, Industries

The govermment of Viet-nam has a great concern
and interest in the development of Industry, It has also
made the investment of money in industry worthwhile to
outsiders., "Our country needs industriea., It 1s a
result of colonlallsm that we are merely a producer of
raw materials and forced to import all finished goods.,
Bgonomic survival nquiﬂn that we break this colonial
pattern, "5

The present plans call for a gradual industri-
alization program consistent with the needs and
capacities of the land, The ene Important Induatrial
undertaking has been the commencement of work in
doveloping the hydroelectric potential., There are plens
for producing textiles, sugar, cement, paper, glass, and
plasties, The Vietnamese Government guarentees foreign
investors agesinst nationallzation or against expropri-
ation without due compensation.

Any new foreign investor 1s allowed three years!
exemption from veal estate, taxation, as well as free
registration of incorporation, New agricultural

5. Ibid., P. 39.
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investments are exempted from land tax until the
enterprise shall have harvested its first crop.
"Industrial, commercial, and agricultural enterprises
wlll recelve one hundred percent remizsion of income
taxes for their firat year of operation; twentye-Tive per-
cent for the second and third years, and twenty-five per-
cent on reinvested income."S

The Vietnamese Covermnment does not regard foreign
private investment as a threat to nationmal intesrity.
They welcome Investment as a necessary and cooperative
factor in the development of free Viet-nam.

1. New Industries

Teonard Walsh, a New England textlle manufacturer,
considered Viete-nam a good place to build a plant., WHe
has found the Vietnamese an alert individusl, possessing
Initiative and skill., He found the taxation and tariff
restrictions are not excessive and heped to have his
plant functioning by the middle of 19583,

Seversl Furopean industrialists have found the
finaneial conditions attractive and have realiged the
potential market for thelr manufactured goods., Cater-
pillar tractors are being buillt In Saigong drugs are
produced in laboratoriesz in Salgon under license from

Ge Ibid., P« 39.
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French and German firms, Scap is mamufactured; rubber
tires and other rubber products sre produced; Lambretta
scooters and motorbleyeles are manufactured wnder
license from Italy. Flashlights and flashlight batteries
are also manufactured, as are bulilding materials,

Yy, Hoang Hung, the Secretary of State for
Reconstruction and City Plamning, states that there is a
need for the mamufacturing of mew and lighter bullding
materials, FRecently a light, easlly-manufactured
material called cocotex has been discovered., What is
needed now ig a business man or a company to menufacture
this material in vast amounts. Cocotex is also more
fireproof than the banboo and fibre with which they
construct their houses, There is a constant demend for
housing, as areas destroyed by the war are rebullt and
the one milllon refumees from the Communist area are
resettled.

The government has supcested that industries
which can find all thelr raw materials present in the
country be the first established, This would be one
way Lo conserve thelr capital and bocome economieally
stable,

There are demands for the manufacture of bricks,
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spimming mills, paper mills, cement works, tlle
factories, soap factorles, farm Implements, wagons, and
tools.

There are also dermands for teachers, vocational
guidance directors, handicraft experts, and commumily
?irectors.

C. Medical Work and Rellef Worlk

The Mennonite Central Committee has been engaged
in work in Vietenam for four years, Dr, Xrabill, the
lennonite doctor who hag done mch medical work there,

presents some of the needs which are so pressing:

Vietnam preatly lacks trained people such

as civil servants, engineers, technicians of all
m doctors, and nurses, The health needs of
the peaplc are tremendous, and with the army
taking in the very few new ones which are
produced here, the critical shortaze of mediecal
personmel end’ nealth services is not likely to
be significantly improved for the next ten to
fifteen + The simplest medical care is
unavallable to la groups of the population,
o W s and T a

ch a sused, and dispense
without supervisi mi;

1., Student Work
A student work eamp was sponsored by the Intere

national Pescue Committee at Tan An, a smell village
thirty miles south of Safigon. Mrs, Hergaret Cole was the
director of this work camp and approached the Mennonite
Central Committee on continuing this program.

7. Dr, ¥illard 8, Krabill, Mennonite Central
Committes Eeport, 1957.
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The atudent work invelves sponsorship of

discussion groups and worlk camps, and ectling as a
clearing agency and contact for the sending of students
abroad to inteynational seminars and work camps, These
camps provide work and assist in the construction of
projects, as well as providing discussion groups. This
is the Tirst time that meny of thase students have
contacted a Christian witneazs,

The Protestant refugee village of Da Hoa in south
central Viet-nam has been aduministered and supported by
Church World Service since 1ts formation in 1955, The

ald Yo Da Hoa this past year includes:

(1) Ald in ing up a bamboc industry and the
o iture forty thoungand p.taatrea
g8

project

{(g) Atd in bundm e "Bungalow® tm}.
two hundred and sixty thousand plastres were
civen to this proj ,

(3) Purchase of & ¥ pmmp for irrigatien
yurposeg; Lhis cost no'iren:hean thousand
plastres.

(4) Porty thousand piastres were given to the
clearing of lunﬂ and planting coffee and tea
tmu, sugar cane plants, frult trees, and

plants,
(5) ginugi‘ 1 support was given to the pastor
and village school teacher and murse,
(8) Pinaneial and adninistrative help were given
in setting up village and church committees.S

8. mﬂ.
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5. Financial Contributions

It was considered a wise move to give financial
support to the extent of thirty thousand piastres to
many needy pasters, Pastor De Tuze, the French
Protestant pastor In Saigon, received thirty-two
thousand piastres to help sponsor four scholarships for
needy pastors.

4. leper Work

Pr. Krabill has continued as medical director of
the Banmethuot lLeprosarium of the Christlan and Misslonary
Alllance. The project consists of general medical and
moblle and stationary clinifcs among the tribes people of
the southern highlands, especlally the Raday tribe.

Contributions were given to the Institution by
the Church World Service and Mennonite Committee., These
contributions included twenty tons of rice, five
hundred dollars worth of mediecal supplles, and the
expense of sending Dr, Krabill to study leprosaria in
Malaya and Thailand, The lmowledpe snd experience galned
from this trip made possible the reorganization and
expansion of the entire leprosy treatment program, so
that by establishing outpatient clinies and outlying
leprosy treatment villages, the leprosarium reaches over
five hundred and fifty patlients today, compared to two
hundred and fifty a year ago.
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An X-ray machine has been purchased for use in

this work as well,
D. Summation

At the present time the MHennonite Central
Comuittee has been invited by the Hational Church leaders
to carry on negotiations with the Govermment of Viet-nam
to inerease their agricultural and medical work. '

Rev. A.Q. Van Benschoten has stated that
agrienltursl missionary work has a place in these under-
devoloped lands. ife mentlioned that the agriculture in
Vietenam 1z very similar to Thafland. He saild that some
of ouwr Ameriean Baptists have sent an improved breed of
poultry to some of the Thai Christians, The result was
that 1t meant more meaty chickens and more esgs, which
in turn means more protein., This is an item badly
noeded in their diets, A stronger people means a more
active, vibrant church.

Fev. Van Benachoten mentioned also that it was
the result of Dr, Richaréd Buker's urging that some of
the "Christisn and Hisslionary Allfance people took
training in the field of leprosy from Dr. Buker.” The
result was that "in one year of actually working among
the leprous people they had more converts than in years
among the non=-leprous ones,"
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Rev, D.I, Jeffrey, who has been Chairman of the
Viet-nam fleld for a periocd of over fifteen years wrote,
"I am gquite in favor of your suggestions for
strongthening the Natiomal Church,

"'he present Vietnamese government is fully aware
of the need to develop industry, agrieulture, snd horti-
culture. The immense project at Cal Sanh, near Rach Gia
is one example of agricultural development. There are
other projects near Pleilu. There is talk also of a
plan for the vast Flainedes Joncs not far from Saigon,
To back this, special schools have been established at
Tanan and near Dalat, Students are being sent to the
speclal studies in agriculture,

"A number of our Christian young people have
taken advantage of these courses, r. Huynh minh Y and
other Christisns are working small plantations. Nr,

Duy cach lam has continued to develop his gardens at
Dalat and hires a number of werkmen.

"indoubtedly a missionaery with special training
could do a pgreat work especially in inland areas, Right
now Vietenam is resdy to use men who can stép into
interior posts. Our first stage of ocoupying main
centers 1s over, and we need men who will push on iInte
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more rugged territory. The program you suggest as well
as medloal assistance has immense possibilities,"

Another missionary, Rev, Harold Curwen Smith,
who has been on the fleld with lr. Jeffrey for over
thirty years states that "sgricultural and medical work
have great possibilities in Vietenam," Rev, Smith has
gquestioned wvarious leaders of the Wational Church, and
they agreed that agricultural, industrial, and mediecal
missionaries are needed. They preferred Lo remaln
anonymous because of the present political situation in
the country.




CONCLUSION

Hunger is one of the problems of Asia and other
parts of the world, This is certalinly true in Indo-
China, vhere hunger is often a very real everyday
experience,

The Vietnamese oould have a life absolutely free
of hunger 1f they were physieally capable of work, if
thely nutritional and hygienic eonditions allowed them
to make use of the potentialities of thelr country.

As Preslident Diem has stated, agrarian reform
is an absolute necessity, replacing the wooden plow, the
bamboo rake, and the water wheel by modern machinery and
scientific agriculture.

A lesson can be learned from the Japanese, vho
were once & nation dependent seolely on agriculture as a
means of livellhood. Once Commodore Perry of the United
States breached the inviclable Imperial waters by
foreing entrance to Uraga Bay, the industrislization of
Japan comenced.

The Japanese people adopted Western methoeds

That Juvt Six yoars efeer Shb soming o tae -
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white men, in 1860, a revolution broke out
that abolished foudalism and set up the
:m F-i.noiplu and technical methods of

The Covernment of Vietenam has realized the
necesalty of providing better and more food for the
population in order to improve thelr health. This
involves improved methods of agriculture and the use
of modern equipment. This involves the avility to
export products to purchase this new equipment, ¥e see
as necessery then a program of Industrialization to
agsist in providing some of the essentials of the people
and thus conserve their dollar resources; it also means
more exports for Viet-nam,

In this modern technical snd sclentific age
trained men and women are needed In all spheres of
modern~-day life, The Govermment of Vietenam is pleading
for experts in all fields, There is & great need for
the Christian who desires to serve as a lay misazionary,
Church World Service could use more educated Christians
in its work. The Uhited Nations needs all types of
experts to send to assist the undere~developed lands, such
as Viet-nam.

There 1s room for the Christian editor, news-
paper ran, printer, busineas executive, Industrialist,

1. Josue de Castro, The Ge of r
(Boston: Little, Brown and Compeny, iﬁr. Pe gﬁ.
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farmer, doctor, nurse, teacher, and professcr. The whole
matter may lie in the hands of Christians who have had
adequate training--if they truly desire to seryve God in
these countries and make inquiries, they will find a
place of service. 3¢ rmch of the problem may be that
the Christian is afraid or wnwilling to aid dying men.

Our Lord practised in His earthly ministry what
He preached, He had compassion on those who suffered
from i1llness and sickness, wvhether 1t was spiritual or
physieal, He also fed the thousands who hungered.
Evidently there 1s more required of us as Christians
than the preclamation of the Truth.

The statistics provided by the Government of
Viet-napm show that there are over one millfon Catholie
converts. The Catholie church has had a strong position
In the sountry, bescause of the loyalty of her followsrs.
The President's wife is Catholle, and so are various
government officlals. The Cathollecs have had a very
active program in agriculture for their followers, Dr,
Frabill, Rov. D.I. Jeffrey, and Rev. M.C, Smith have
commented on the efficiency and effectiveness of the help
glven to the Catholles by thelr various church and relief
organizationsa.
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As we have admitted the Catholiece® capability in
agriculture and medical work, we muat examine honeatly

" Protestant efforts.

Upon reading confidentlal material sent to me, I
am desperately aware of the need for the different
denominations to cooperate. There should be no
denominational competition, as there ls enough work
available for all who are interested, In one needy
aituation, asslistance to Christian Nationals has been
hindered by an order from some church leader here iIn the
"nited States,.

I am In total agreement with Rev, Robert W,
¥Miller, the Associate Director of Foreign Rellef and
Servieces, when he says, "It is our conviction also that
we are not only responsibvle to lead others to Christ
but alseo help them with their economic problems, and te
work in partnership with local church groups,”

%o have seen that the Hatiomal Christian Church
in Viet-nam has cooverated with various Protestant
denominationas, We are thenkful for the great work That
has been done and continues to be done by the Christian
and Masicnary Alllance,

The Alliance could possibly send some of their
missionaries to summer school where they could learn
basic facts conecerning agriculture and medicine, This
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would prove worthwhile on the field, Another approach
might be the sugsestion by the Alliance to other groups
that they carry on a different type of missionary
endeavor while they continue on in thelr present progranm,

Therefore I would like to mention poassible
prerequisites for successful agrieultursl work by
missionaries, as suggested by "r, I.W. Hoomaw. These
sugpestions could apply to missionaries from other boards
as well as the Allilance.

The missiomary should have rural experience which
ean be gained on the farm. Dr. HMoomaw states, "To
posgess the skills and the sense of originality that
acerue from life on a well-managed farm is of great help
in making adaptations on the fleld."®

Experience of value can be gained through high
school courses in agriculture and home economies.
Experience in 4-H cluba, Puture Farmers and TMome Makers,
and other leadership groups can be helpful in service
later on.

College training for the prospective agricultural
misslionary should include the regular four-year course in
agriculture. 0Oollege courses should be chosen to provide
a broad background rather than much specialization. The

Missionary (New Yorlk: cultura ssions, Inc.), p. l.
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fellowing areas of study should be well-represented:
Natural Science, Agriculture (technieal courses), Shop
Work and Industrial Arts, Fxtension Methods which include
Rural Fducation and Social Science,

The training for a missionary interested in Home
Feonomics and Family Life should include study in the
following aveas: Home Economics (technical courses),
Home and Family Iife, Child Care and Guidance, Fxtension
Fducation, and Handicrafts.

Dr, Moomaw has guggested that it is wise for
those who have had the preregulsites mentlioned should
have & year of basic rural training to supplement their
technleal twyaining, As the new missionary, as a rule,
hag to develop his program of work alone, it is =2lso of
great help 1f he can spend thres to six months asz an
asglstant to a succesaful extension agent iIn agriculture
or home economlics before going to the field, ¥e can, in
that way, take advantage of the very best experience in
such phases of work as: Program Plamning, Finding and
Training Local Ieaders, Home and Fleld Demonstration
Methods, Result Demonstrations, The Use of Covernment
Speeialists, and How to Cooperate with Other Agencles.

I firmly belleve that the time has come for us
to examine the past and to think about the present and
future. There must be & willingness to change our
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procedure and methods for better ones, but always the
goal rast remain the same~=to win others to Christ and
to assist them to become established in the faith,
spiritually and economieczlly.

Hen and women with talent, training, and trust
in Christ must, with great fovesight and faith, under-
taks this new and challenging work. Thoy must have the
confidence of St, Faul, who said, "Being confident of
thils very thing, that he which hath begun & good work in
you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.”
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