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My missionary career began Just after the First World War.tfith a 
desire to obey the Divine commission to reach those who were without the 
Gospel of Christ, the pioneer need in what was then French Indo-China 
was laid on my heart. Like many yuung missionaries, I was interested 
in the policy of establishing an indigenous ohuroh and was familiar 
with the writings of Roland Allen and others. Then as now, the familiar 
slogan was, "self-support, self-government and self-propagation." This 
aim may seemingly emphasize 'self,' but its purpose and principles are 
important. 

After a pleasant voyage, we reached Hong Kong early in 1919. Among 
fellow passengers was a grandson of Titus Coan, early missionary to 
Hawaii. It was a privilege to be met by Rev. II. A. Jaffray, pioneer 
missionary in Quang 31, South China, and superintendent of the new 
Alliance Mission whioh began in 1912 in French Indo-China. Dr. Jaffray 
was known not only by his publication ministry in China, his Bible 
Magazine and his connections in Canada, but later he pushed on beyond 
the borders of Indo-China to open work in Indoneaia and Borneo. He 
stood with the group who oame out on the company launch to meet our 
ship at anchor in the lovely bay. I had no trouble picking him out in 
the crowd, even though I had not met him previously. 

Chinese New Tear, replete with noise, fanfare and pageantry, was 
being oelebrated in the oity. We spent several days in a Japanese 
hotel in Hong Kong. In spite of their holiday, Mr. Jaffray took me 
to Tak Oheong, the tailor, to be measured for a tropical suit. It was 
very oold, but weaaher would soon warm up farther South. At Tak 
Cheong's, I first learned to eat watermelon seeds after cracking the 
tiny shell between the teeth. This skill, like eating with chopsticks, 
had to be acquired. All day long and throughout the night, a shouting 



conversation was maintained. Thousands of flrecraokers,suspended in 
long strings from downtown buildings, were exploding everywhere. 

We embarked for Haiphong on tho Prenoh mail steamer ANDRE LEBON. 
When the sea was calm, Mr. Jaffray walked the deck In the evening— 
sometimes with mo, and frequently with a noted Chinese diplomat, Dr. 
Wong, who was en route to Versailles for the peace treaty. I recall 
that Dr. Jaffray had clear ideas of what should be done with respect 
to the Far East. When weather was rough, he worked constantly in his 
bunk preparing material for publication. 

POLICY 
During these days and later, Dr. Jaffray clearly stated his convictions 

on the subjects of Ohuroh Beginnings and Church Growth. We faced a 
unique opportunity in Indo-China. The Alliance was the only Protestant 
mission, except for the Swiss Brethren Mission in Laos, working in an 
area of responsibility that soon would comprise more than 25 million 
people. Situated between China on the north and India with its neigh
bors to the West, our location was strategic. Being familiar with 
missionary policy in China, Mr. Jaffray was desirous of avoiding the 
mistakes made there. Institutional work should take its proper place, 
with primary emphasis on the planting and growth of an indigenous 
churoh. Direct, evangelistic preaching of the Gospel, translation of 
the Bible into the vernacular, and the establishment of a Bible School 
for the training of native Christian pastors and evangelists should all 
be started and maintained. Publication of Christian literature should 
be given great emphasis. Mr. Cadman, already laying the foundation for 
our Publication Department, had originally come to South China as an 
experienced printer to assist Mr. Jaffray. Mrs. Cadman, a student of 
Greek and Hebrew, was deeply interested in the preparation of literature. 



It is noteworthy that in the call and selection of Alliance mission
aries, there usually are men and women available for special ministries. 
Thus when we extended missionary work to Cambodia, Thailand and Laos, 
Rev. G. E. Roffe in Laos, Rev. A. L. Hammond and others in Cambodia and 
Thailand, were available translators. Additional specialists have 
followed in their train. 

BIBLE INSTITUTE 
At our 1920 Annual Missionary Conference in Tourane, Br. Jaffray 

urged that we begin our Bible Training School immediately. The small 
group of missionaries on the field was committee already to individual 
ministries and some felt it was not yet time to open the school. Rev. 
and Mrs. Wta. 0. Oadman in the North and Rev. J. B. Olsen in the South 
were occupied with Bible translation in addition to station ministries. 
Rev. and Mrs. E. P. Irwin, Rev. I. R. Stebblns and Rev. R. M. Jackson 
were engaged in evangelism. I was loft as the only available appointee. 
Messrs. Irwin and Stebbins were teaohing olasses of young men and some 
of these became the nucleus of our Bible School which was opened after 
my marriage to Ruth Goforth in June 1921. This Institution had ambitious, 
though humble, beginnings. Mr. Irwin's horse stable, manger intact, was 
classroom for the dozen beginners. These young men represented students 
secretaries, artisans, and peasants. Some were educated in French 
schools; others had received the old Ohinese classical training. We had 
the Scriptures in Vietnamese, Ohinese and Latin. Today some of the 
original group are leaders in the Ohurchpf Vietnam. A striking contrast 
exists between what we had in those early days and the present beautiful 
Seminary compound farther South at Nhatrang. I taught four years, 
assisted by Mr. and Mrs. E. P. Irwin and Mrs. Jeffrey, and was suooeeded 



by Rev, J, D. OlBen and later by Rev. H. H. Hazlett and Mrs. P. E. 
Oarleon, A competent staff of Vietnamese teachers was added;- Rev. 
Ong van Huyen, Rev. Le nguyen Anh, Rev. Doan van Mieng, Rev. Vu van Cu, 
Rev. Le heang Phu, Rev, Pham xuan Tin and Rev. Le van Thai. Rev. Ong 
van Ruyen today Is dean of the Seminary with a combined staff of Viet
namese and Amerloan teachers. 

Our Bible School program emphasized the building of an Indigenous 
church. Each student signed a paper Indicating that he waB being trained 
for a self-supporting churoh ministry. Even though he might have sold 
possessions to attend school, there was no guarantee of a Job. It 
required serious effort and time In a colonial atmosphere for this to 
register. We persisted In tne Bible School and In the districts to make 
effective the Indigenous program. Dr. Jaffray sometimes used an illustra
tion of a ladder with rungs, Eaoh ten giving members should take care 
of one tenth of a worker's suppott. This was never applied literally, 
but it was used to challenge the men In achieving the goal. Ohurches 
became self-supporting long before they had one hundred giving members. 
One student, now a long-time pastor in a self-supporting churoh, was 
shocked when I asked that he eat at home In order to reduce expenses at 
school. "Do you mean to say," he Inquired, "that I am going to be shut 
out from sharing In the grace of God?" In one sense he was right, for 
the fellowship of students on an austerity basis indeed called for grace. 
Until a breakthrough occurred, it was necessary to use constant heavy 
pressure to reach our objective. Some men preferred to be under 
missionary oversight than to work with and under their own local ohuroh 
committee. One pastor Insisted that his church was unable to meet his 
support fully. When I talked with his committee, they said they were 
quite willing to meet his full support, but the pastor did not deBire 



to bo fully obligated to thorn. Next week, he was. When worked out 
in lore, the missionary's insistence on the right program does not 
promote discord. Once the Vietnamese churoh realized that it was truly 
an indigenous movement under the direction of the Holy Spirit,they 
assumed responsibilities in a delightful manner. For many years, no 
church program or conference has been carried on by missionaries, other 
than to cooperate as requested. 

At first, the ourrioulum was arranged so that a student spent one 
year in school and one year in the work, until he had completed three 
yearB of study. There was a preparatory course for those who were not 
ready for the regular studies. Later the rule beoame two years in 
school, then one year in the distriot before the final school term. 
It was difficult to maintain our schedule, because missionaries were 
unwilling to release a valuable man after one year. It required much 
pressure to get the men returned, but it had to h», and the school 
succeeded in it. 

Student preaohers were sent North to Tonlcin and South to Cochin-
china. Originally, most of the men came from Tourane and nearby 
districts, but before long we had students from Tonlcin and Cochin-Onina. 
This oontributed greatly to the unity of the church. A B in all coun
tries, there are sectional rivalries and differences in dialect. We 
had several problems but there were solved by the graoe of God. 

It was a red-letter day when the first group of students came from 
Oochin-Ohina, including a fine group from Rev. H. A . Jackson's add 
Rev, I. R. Stebbins1 districts. They were enthusiastic and Bonetimes 
a bit aggressive. Before long, there was trouble between them and one 
of the student monitors. The Southern men olaimed that the monitor 
was too severe and one day he broke school regulations himself. The 
Southern group came to me and insisted that the man in question be 



dlsmissed from school beosuse, aooordlng to their custom, he was guilty 
of immorality. While it was clear that he should be disciplined and 
removed from his position as monitor, there was no proof of immorality. 
I asked the men to pray about tho matter, and to trust God to work 
things out. The leader, Mr. Le dinh Tuoi, came back In a few days and 
said that after much prayer their ultimatum was that I must dismiss the 
accused and, if not, they would return to their homes in the South. 
This was a serious problem, just when the field was increasing in unity. 
Finally I had to insist that unless the leader obeyed school regulations 
he would be sent home. Mr. Tuoi was adamant in his insistence, but 

as though everything was quite normal, it was one of the hardest things 
I had yet experienced In the school. Whan the day came that Mr. Tuoi 
was to embark for Saigon, he asked permission to say a word to the 
students. As he stood up, the Lord oaas down on the entire group, and 
Mr. Tuoi broke down in weeping, confession and prayer. Tears after he 
became president of the Vietnamese Ohuroh, Mr. Tuoi frequently reminded 
pastors that in order to serve God and be used of Him, we must yield 
wholly to His will. "It may be," he said, "like me, God will have to 
break you by the power of Hi3 love." He said he was deeply convicted 
by the fact that Mrs. Jeffrey showed such a spirit of sympathy and love, 
even though he was resisting school authority. 

Another student came to us from Oarabodla. One day In class, he 
stood up and showed the veins in each forearm where several gold needles 
were imbedded. They could not be seen, but we could feel them, "These 
needles," said Mr. Heng, "were put in my veins in the name of Satan to 
protect me from my enemies. The Lord has told me to have them out out." 
So we went down to see the French doctor. At first, the doctor was 

during this time Mr3. Jeffrey continued to teach acted 



surprised and said theneodles would oause no harm, but when he listened 
to Mr. Hang's testimony concerning his reason for having thara cut out, 
he said to me, "You surely have a Gospel that ohanges the hearts of 
these nationals." 

Later Homera Homor-Dixon, who had opened a number of street chapels 
In the oity of Hanoi, began a Short Term Bible School. This developed 
into a splendid preparatory course for students who later went to 
Tourane. Homera was a gifted Bible teacher and a keen student of Viet
namese. She engaged also in literary work and ministered to a group of 
tribespeopla in Upper Tonkin. Another short-term Bible school is being 
held regularly at Vinhlong, South Vietnam. 

Publication Work 
As mentioned heretofore, Mr. Oadman was an experienced printer and 

had begun to publish literature. At first, he had only a small hand 
press but later a larger machine was secured. fiarly publications 

included a catechism, a popular traot translated from Ohinese entitled 
"True and the False." Then a Bible magazine, the Gospels, Uew Testament 
and finally the entire Bible in Vietnamese were printed. The Bible was 
translated and published under the Auspices of The British and Porelgn 
Bible Society. Mr. Cadman and Mr. Olsen surrounded themselves with 
competent Chinese and Vietnamese translators. Assisting in Bible trans
lation was a noted Vietnamese scholar who, though not a Christian, was 
deeply interested in the Scriptures. One of the young men who worked 
with Mr. Oadman is today a translation expert, active in getting out 
Christian literature. Others who worked with Mr. Oadman now have tioir 
own printing establishments. 

While missionaries were interned for more than two years during the 
second World War, the Press continued to operate undei the direction 



of the Vietnamese Church president, Rev. Le van Thai and Rev. Tran 
van De, District Chairman In Tonkin. The young man mentioned earlier, 
Mr. Do duo Tri, edited the Bible Magazine. The war situation forced 
the dosing of the Press and, after Mr. Oadman's death, it was moved 
south to Dalat. Here again labor troubles necessitated our closing 
the Press and our use of local presses In Saigon. In order to keep 
within our budget and avoid exoessive costs of French-owned presses 
in Saigon, it was necessary to use and train men who could meet our 
requirements. By diligent effort this succeeded, and quality work Is 
being done. The objective of a privately-owned press with adequate 
space and equipment has not yet been aohleved. 

During several years before the Press was moved from Hanoi, publi
cation work was undertaken by Mrs. Jeffrey through the mimeographing 
process. This was made possible by the Bible Meditation League who 
sent regular shipments of paper to the field. Many of Dr. Simpson's 
books were translated and mimeographed. The "Dawn" magazine for young 
people and non-Christians was begun in 1947- Bible Meditation League 
has continued to send regular funds for publication work In Vietnamese 
and for the Tribes. Several missionary couples have contributed to 
this development—Rev. and Mrs. James Pune, Rev. and Mrs. B. R. Houok, 
and Rev. and Mrs. R. P. Rexilius. 

The development of a competent publication department since the war 
has been slow but steady. A recent Literature Conference (l^SIWIAFFY 1963) 

In Hong Kong, convened by Rev. L. L. King, Foreign Secretary of the 
Alliance, with delegates from several mission fields, laid solid plans 
for expansion. Many years ago thoVietnamese church committee was urged 
to set apart a specialist to represent them in Publication work. 
Various things combined to hinder this; however, men with necessary 
qualifications are now in sight, although the present full-scale war 



-g-

requires such men for military service. Prom the Mission standpoint, 
every effort has been made to avoid, a Western slant on publications. 
Team-work between the Mission and the national ohuroh is bringing about 
improvement in tha Sunday School publications, devotional books and 
Preachers' Library books and Helps. Not every preacher is a writer— 
be he American or Vietnamese—and we do rejoice that such men are being 
raised up. Among those who have been active in preparation of Viet
namese literature are Rev. Ong van Huyen, Rev. Doan van Mieng* Rev. Nguyen 
van Van, Rev. Nguyen thanh Hang, Rev. Pham xuan Tin, Rev. Le van Thai, 
Rev. Le hoang Phu and Rev. Tran thu Quang. Of these Mr. Tin, who for 
years has been a missionary among the Tribes, has carried on faithfully 
with very little support. Other talented young men are contributing 
and there are great possibilities for the future. 

COLPORTEURS 
One very important method of church extension has been through col

portage. Sometimes men travelled alone and at other times they worked 
as a boat team. Many churches were established by these colporteurs, 
often in isolated locations. Some of the colporteurs became pastors 
of churches. Rev. Huyn van Nga, with his boat and book-selling team, 
was instrumental in opening many churches in Oochin-China. Men trained 
in pioneer work under Mr. Nga knew what it was to sacrifice. Rev. Doan 
van Mieng, now president of the Evangelical Ohuroh In Viet Nam, began 
his ministry as a young voluntary colporteur with Mr. Nga. 

THE OHUROH UNIVERSAL 
The Vietnamese Church profited by contact with national leaders and 

missionaries from China, India and other speakers from abroad. The 
memory of these meetings is fragrant with a spirit of nnity, love and 
the absence of criticism. There were visiting evangelists—men like 
Silas Wong, Leland Wong, Andrew Glh, Timothy S. K. Dzao and more 



reoently Pastor Ofaavan. Philip Teng, and others. Noteworthy was the 
arrival of Dr. John Sung in 1938- Mrs. Jeffrey had read of his cam
paigns in China and urged that he be invited to Indo-China. Dr. Sung1 s 
ministry still bears fruit. His choruses continue to be sung and wit
nessing bands have continued to this day. I believe his ministry had 
a great deal to do with establishing a desire for strong spiritual 
national leaders in the minds of Vietnamese pastors and Christians. 
Perhaps more than any other, he gave impetus to an indigenous ohuroh 
policy. Other European and American speakers have contributed to the 
spititual development of the churoh. 

. OBSTACLES 
An attempt was made in colonial days of 1926 to block the growth of 

the ohuroh. Protestants, supposedly, were permitted to work only in 
certain treaty ports and in Ooohln-China in the South. A number of 
native preachers were Imprisoned, including Rev. Ong van Huyen who is 
now dean of the Bible OelAegs in Nhatrang. In the oity of Nhatrang, 
Pastor Lieu was arrested and sent out to work with the road gang, 
•weeping the streets of the city where he had been a pastor. He wit
nessed to fellow prisoners and to his guards. He won converts and 
was soon promoted by them to be water-carrier and preacher. In his 
humorous fashion, Mr. Lieu wrote me one day and smuggled the letter 
out somehow. He asked if it would be all right if he baptized by 
effusion Instead of immersion beoause he had only a pail of water. 
Also, would the use of a poor grade of tea for oommunion be in line 
with the constitution? His official board members were ex-criminals 
of every sort—even murderers. When news of the imprisonment^f Viet
namese pastors reached France, Protestant members of the French Chamber 
of Deputies used their influence andjthe men were quickly released. 
Quite unexpectedly, I met Mr. Lieu in Tourane. "How did you get out?" 



I asked. He replied, with, his infeotious smile, "I don't know; they 
just sent me out, but the group in prison wept when I left." This 
testing was in God's plan to prepare the ohurch for greater trials that 
lay ahead* 

GROWTH 
It has been a joyful privilege to watoh the development of maturity 

In churoh leadership* In early years, the workers insisted that we 
take the lead and we reiterated that they must do so* Today, no such 
situation exists* Again and again, by patience and good timing, problems 
were solved In their own conference sessions* The Vietnamese Ohurch is 
respected for its integrity by government and other national agenoies, 
A real victory was won when church leaders stood firm against Intrusion 
In ohurch government by youthful government zealots who Insisted that 
each local ohurch must have an official To Oao group—or an investigation 
committee against Communist propaganda. It was quietly, but firmly, 
pointed out that while all must be loyal, law-abiding citizens, the 
ohurch must remain a spiritual body apart from any official government 
organization* 

CONSTITUTION 
The need for a church constitution was suggested by the Foreign 

Department of our society and the need was also recognized on the field. 
Dr. A. C. Snead, on behalf of the department, laid down the principle 
that the local churoh and its requirements should be basic Everything 
must guarantee the freedom of the local church group. Our Vietnamese 
leaders had no definite suggestions to offer, so I took the constitution 
of the Presbyterian Churoh and our own Alliance constitution as a basis, 
adapting them to local, district and national churoh requirements in 
Vietnam. Considerable detail was added later whioh was strongly 
criticized by some. Approved by the Foreign Department, the constitution 



was studied, revised and adopted by the General Council of the Viet
namese Church. Some attempts were made to misuse this document, but 
gradually a proper balance prevailed. Later, when a small dissident 
group tried to take over the church and imprison its leaders, the consti
tution was a bulwark to foil their plan. False charges were oarrled 
as far as the courts, but were completely disproved. Some have main
tained that a constitution is a hindrance to spiritual development. 
Like any form of law, the trouble lies with the flesh rather than with 
the regulations. The church has sometimes paid too much attention to 
the 'letter* or taken an ultra-conservative stand; nevertheless, it 
has avoided grave dangers of lawlessness. The church constitution was 
and is helpful in furthering self-support and self-government. Only 
those churches that are self-supporting are entitled to all the 
privileges of the National Church. 

Reoently, some have wanted to abolish the present constitution and 
substitute another* It was suggested that Instead of the local church 
being basic, everything should work from tne top down. This would allow 
one leader and his assistants to bring everything under their control* 
This is an attempt at the concept of 'Big Government,' and it has been 
presented very persuasively. The Vietnamese National Ohuroh assembly 
thus far has stood strongly disposed toward the demooratic procedure, 
in spite of pressure in favor of centralization* 

ORDINATION 
Ordination of pastors is provided for in the church constitution. 

It was necessary, and still is, to avoid delaying the ordination of 
qualified men who are pastors of self-supporting churches. Here the 
Occidental mind needs wisdom and patience when, it seems, the pace is 
too slow. The Holy Spirit alone can give true balance when unnecessary 
delay and "laying on of hands suddenly" are equally to be avoided* 



INDIGENOUS 
Because it was the only evangelical group In Vietnam, and entirely 

autonomous, the ohurch was not organized as part of a Western denomina
tion. Actually- the question of its being an Alliance Ohurch did not 
oome up for consideration as it has In some of our fields where there 
are other denominations already In existence. There are close ties with 
the Mission and with its doctrinal position, clearly expressed in the 
ohuroh constitution. Originally the ideal of the church, and of myself, 
was that any other group coming to Viet Nam would work with and through 
this United Gospel Churoh. This has not been realized, but the desire 
for true fellowship and unity is there. There could be, of course, a 
danger of developing along monolithic lines, but this need not be. 
With a membership of less than one hundred thousand, the Churoh in Viet 
Nam is still In its youth. 

ECUMENICITY 
Steps were taken by representatives of the World Council of Ohurohes 

In Geneva to bring the Vietnamese Ohuroh officially into its fellowship. 
An official representative was sent to Viet Nam and considerable relief 
help was provided which was greatly appreciated by the ohuroh. Being 
committed to a clear-cut evangelical and Bible program, the Vietnamese 
churoh, while recognizing true fellowship, Is not committed to membership 
in the ecumenical organization. 

MISSIONARY VISION 
Early in its history the ohurch in Viet Nam developed a missionary 

vision. This desire was implanted by the Holy Spirit In the hearts of 
missionaries and Vietnamese alike* Rev* H* A* Jackson and Rev* G* H« 
Smith were leaders In this missionary thrust among the Tribes people 
inhabiting a large territory and presenting an urgent challenge* The 
Mission may have made a mistake in developing the Vietnamese missionary 



prograia under Mission supervision rather than a ohuroh-controlled 
program. Important advances wore- nevertheless, made by Vietnamese 
missionaries as well as by workers from among the Tribal groups. Viet
namese workers have served with distinction in areas adjacent to Saigon, 
Dalat, Banmethuot, Danang, Hue and Quang Tri. Now in re-settlement 
villages and strategic hamlets there is true missionary activity by young 
student workers. The pressures of war have added difficulties to the 
missionary program but the fire of love is still burning, A strong 
Tribes District under their own leaders is being developed, but there 
are still large sections of the country unreached with the Gospel, 

The church missionary outlook has extended to Cambodia and Laos. 
Rev. Nguyen hau Nhuong and his wife, who for many years accomplished 
great things in Banmethuot area, have been sent by the church as 
missionaries to Laos. After attending the third Southeast Asia 
Missionary Conference held by the Alliance in Zamboanga, Philippines, 
Rev. Doan van Mieng, president of the Vietnamese Church, has constantly 
urged the church to move forward in its missionary effort. A substantial 
offering was taken at the General Church Conference in Saigon in June, 
1963 for the support of a missionary among the Cham people in Viet Nam. 

RBLISF AND SUBSIDY 
Before the recent World War, the question of self-support in local 

churches was virtually assured. During more than two years of missionary 
Internment, the ohurches carried on effectively. Later when fighting was 
savage between Prenoh and Nationalist forces, many congregations were 
greatly weakened materially. Congregations were dispersed and the 
economic situation deteriorated. One day, Rev* Le van Thai, president 
of the ohuroh, came to me and said, "Mr, Jeffrey, ve must have some 
temporary help for the preachers—probably not for more than one year." 
We discussed the danger of permanent subsidy and the need for maintaining 



the principle of self-support. Mr. Thai assured me that the men under
stood clearly that this was emergency relief—not subsidy—and that it 
was definitely a temporary measure. Mission headquarters approved, but 
this "temporary" relief lasted more than a year. In every district, a 
small group then gradually all of the men began to feel the pull of 
nationalistic propaganda. The ohuroh must be subsidized; America is 
well able to do it, and owes it to us. The older loaders understood 
the true position; but were helpless against the rising tide of nation
alistic feeling. I met with the preachers—North, South and Central. 
Peeling ran high. The men said, "If you were not an old friend, we 
would not even meet with you." For days, during, hours at a time, I was 
under great pressure. I insisted that neither those at our headquarters 
in America, nor the field could forsake the principle of an indigenous 
church. It s very existence depended upon being self-propagating. I 
wa3 answered by the full weight of an emotional appeal and the charge 
that we were not acting in love. Finally, the crisis was surmounted. 
We relieved the pressure by forwarding their appeals to headquarters, 
but the Foreign Department stood firm. A few attempts were made to 
revive the issue, but the ohuroh had voted to tak". an immediate with
drawal of subsidy and not, as they said, "a gradual cutting off of the 
dog 1s tail." During the change from older to younger men in mission 
and church leadership, the ohurch has oontinued to grow in graoe. 

It is sometimes olalmed that missionaries on the field, especially as 
they get older, are unduly susceptible to emotional financial appeals. 
There is this danger, but constant administrative responsibility tends 
to produce the reverse effeot. One handicap on our field was conference 
insistence that national workers be given an allowanoe for each ohild. 
This was praiseworthy on the ground of fair remuneration, but it did not 
fit in with a program of relegating responsibility to a functioning ohuroh 



congregation. It was up to the churoh to set Its own standard. It was 
beneficial, on the other hand, for congregations to understand that a 
preacher was worthy of his hire. Prom a spiritual standpoint, it is 
encouraging to note the steady growth of the church in realizing and 
assuming its financial responsibility. 

OHINESE WORK 
There are several thriving Chinese ohurch congregations in Viet Nam. 

Originally, Chinese work began in Oholon. <̂ rt is now amalgamated with -
Saigon^ under supervision from Wuohow, South China and assistance from 
Rev. J. D. Olsen. Mr. Wai, the present pastor, was trained in Wuchow 
and is very popular with our Vietnamese pastors. Before him, other 
Chinese workers had been sent from Wuohow. This ohurch Is now 
officially linked with the Ohinese Foreign Missionary Union. Another 
congregation was organized by Rev. Hua hong Long who was trained at 
Tourane. This group is chiefly from among those who speak the Swatow 
dialect. Alliance missionaries, transferred from South China, are 
oarrying on a vigorous program among Chinese^peak^Lng^Vietnamese^ A 
strong Alliance Chinese church in Saigon is working in full fellowship 
with the Vietnamese Churoh. Other Chinesa-speaking congregations have 
been organized in Central Viet Nam and Cambodia and Chinese-speaking 
Alliance missionaries are working with them. The Overseas Missionary 
Fellowship of The China Inland Mission have also begun work among 
Ohinese in Saigon. Although there is no United Chinese Churoh in Viet 
Nam, the several groupB are working together in real fellowship. 

YOUTH WORK 
Youth work and a vigorous Sunday School program were stressed in 

Quang Nam District under the direction of Mrs. E. F. Irwin and later by 
other missionary ladies. This ministry has been developed throughout 



the field by the ohuroh. and by missionaries alike. Vietnamese leaders 
have been appointed by the churoh to develop witnessing bands, radio, 
ohlldrens' and youth work. The Mission is assisting In the important 
program by allocating a number of younger missionaries to youth and 
radio work in many Important centers. 

In 1941, the first Youth Conference was held In the South in connec
tion withttie Annual Southern District Conference. The following year 
it became and continues to be a regular Youth Conference representing 
the entire field and fully organized on national, district and local 
levels. One of the greatest enoouragements In ohurch growth In Viet Ham 
Is the vitality of youth activities under Vietnamese youth leadership 
in full fellowship with the overall ohurch program. Without this thrust 
the ohuroh could easily have begun to shrivel. Quite a number of young 
and old are active in youth ministry inoludlng Rev. Nguyen son Ha,(a 
third generation Christian), Rev. Pham xuan Tin, and Rev. PJiam van 
Hieu. Laymen also are taking part in youth extension work, inoludlng 
Mr. Huynh mlnh Y, a member of the Vietnamese National Assembly. 

EVANGELISM 
The Vietnamese have a vigorous program of evangelization and of 

reaching pioneer districts. When the church committed itself officially 
to the policy that each local ohuroh must be responsible for its pastor, 
even in times of emergency, it believed that stronger churches would 
help those weaker ones in times of distress. The Mission was requested 
to give some financial assistance in four areas J Bible School, Publica
tion, Evangelistic teams and pioneer advance in areas totally unreached. 
Young student preachers have gone into settlements and strategic hamlets 
to establish churches under very difficult conditions. Evangelistic 
teams are penetrating new territory in oonstant danger and also are 
helpbg in local areas. In all districts, groups of ohurches are working 



togather In evangelistio effort with regular monthly irrograms. This 
Is entirely a national ohurch affair, exoept where missionaries are in 
a position to assist. The financial nee da are great and whenever 
possible we share with them on a personal basis. We know that if every 
missionary were suddenly withdrawn the church would remain "steadfast, 
immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord." But thsVs fact is 
no reason for our withdrawal, as long as it is possible to share with 
them in a struggle against overwhelming odds. 

MISSIONARY CONTRIBUTION 
Basic in missionary contribution to ohuroh growth are the regular 

district ministries. These include: teaching, preaching, visitation, 
Short Term Bible Schools, Daily Vacation Bible Schools, women's classes 
and other avenues of service. Some missionaries have been called upon 
to serve with the Bible Societies in the vital task of Scripture distri
bution. 

Constant evangelistio effort was oonduoted by Alliance mlosionarioi; 
in Tonkin prior to World War II. We were greatly understaffed and 
when, in 1954. the country was divided at the 17th parallel, there were 
fewer Protestant Christians in Tonkin than elsewhere in Viet Nam. 
Approximately half1he workers and believers moved to the south. In 
Saigon, Northerners frequently inquire about Mr. and Mrs. Pruett, Mr. 
and Mrs. R. M. Jackson/and Mr. and Mrs. Curwen Smith. Southerners often 
ask news oonoerning Mr. George Perry. The list of missionaries in Viet 
Nam who have served with distinction in basic district ministry is too 
long to enumerate here. There is a day coming when the entire story 
will be unfolded. Without this major contribution to church growth by 
missionaries, national pastors, evangelists and colporteurs, all other 
special ministries would be largely ineffective. 

The church in Viet Nam and missionaries are not unmindful of the 



essential ministry of the Foreign Department of the Alliance with 
respect to church growth. In fact, all pastors, workers and prayer 
groups of the Society are vitally involved in that growth. Ohuroh 
membership abroad exceeds that of Alliance churches in America. That 
is a major reason for our existenoe as a Society. 

SECTS 
The church has maintained its doctrinal position in relation to 

national sects. One of the leaders of the Cao Dal movement was for a 
time in contact with Rev. J. D. Olsen, as an inquirer, but he did not 
go on. When Mr. Olsen was killed in an accident, this religious leader 
expressed his sympathy in a telegram. In Cochin-China, a sect named 
the "Banana Oocoanut Society," was founded by Mr. Bo Dai. This group 
was vegetarian and the members used to go into trances and speak in 
tongues. Mr. Bo Dai and his group of several hundred asked to join 
the ohuroh as believers in Christ. This did not materialize, for Ong 
Bo Dai claimed to bo a prophet of Gk)d, quite apart from his relationship 
to Christ. He was a remarkable character, but quite tied up to his own 
claims. Many of his followers still have their Bibles and hymnals, 
and still hold to their own peculiar beliefs. A former oolporteur has 
been witnessing recently to members of this group. 

INSTITUTIONS 
For many years, the church has felt the need for high schools, and 

there is talk of a university. Had there been no war, it seems likely 
that the high school program might have materialized for subscriptions 
were taken in two dlstriots. The orphanage at Nhatrang is a model of 
national efficiency. Originally sponsored by Rev. E. F. Irwin (then 
Field Chairman), this project has been developed by Rev. Le van Thai, 
and other such institutions are contemplated. Mennonite doctors,, nurses 
and builders assisted In the Banmethuot Leprosarium. Under the auspioes 
of the national church, they opened a clinic which may develop into a 



hospital in ffiiatrang. The growth of Christian institutions is normal 
procedure as the ohurch grows and believers are able to contribute to 
tho social and educational need of its own constituency and that of 
the community. 

CHURCH BUILDINGS 
The importance of attractive ohuroh buildings is cometimes minimized. 

Tor many years, ohuroh buildings in Viet Nam showed a sad lack of 
structural know-how. Hie Society had no sample plans so. on one 
furlough, Mrs. Jeffrey and I decided to seoure a plan for a contemplated 
church building In Saigon. One day in Ohio wo saw a Lutheran churoh 
that looked right, so we took a picture, and later a Saigon architect 
adapted the plan. As a result, almost all new churches built by the 
Vietnamese have basically followed this building plan. Today, In most 
of the world, there is no suoh thing as an absolute indigenous pattern. 
The world Is contributing—sometimes its best and oftentimes its worst. 
It 13 Just as true abroad as In America that an attractive, though 
unpretentious, building can be of great help in churoh growth. In Viet 
Nam, buildings are important in order to emphasize the permanence of 
the work as well as the true dignity of tho ohuroh. Meetings in private 
homos are not permitted by tho government because they fear political 
activity. There are dangers, of course, from undue emphasis on outward 
material growth which must be kept secondary to the building of 14ie 
spiritual body of believers in Christ. 

IN SPITE OP DIFFICULTIES 
In the last issue of the "THANH KINH BAO," the Ohurch Bible Magazine, 

there is a ploture of nine of our pastors and evangelists in the Quang 
Tin area of Central Vlot Nam, together with an urgent appeal for prayer. 
These churches are about 50 miles from Danang and In the foothills between 
Tamky and Tramy. 

Many of the Christians in this area have lost everything due to the 



war. They can't remain long In ono place but must be constantly moving. 
Any food suppllas they have are taken either by guerrillas or destroyed 
by government forces. 

These nino workers have banded together to meet onoe a month in a 
differont ohurch. They visit the scattered believers, gathering them 
together for prayer and Bible study. Thus far, they have visltedfour 
churches and, as tho Lord enables, hope to continue. Believers have 
been greatly blessed and encouraged, and the workers praise God for 
His protection and provision. They know that It is only as they dwell 
in the seoret place of the Most High that they can claim the over
shadowing Presence of the Almighty. Many of the national workers have 
been tested and tried in the fires of affliction for many long years, 
and havo come forth as gold. 

FAITHFUL UHTO DEATH 
Many Vietnamese Christians have laid down their lives during years 

of bitter fighting. I do not refer solely to those who have been 
called to military service; many have boon put to death because of their 
loyalty to Christ and His church. Without cause other than vague sus
picion, men, women and children have bean shot or beheaded by heavy 
hoes. They suffered with Christian courage and gave clear testimony of 
their faith in Jesus. One Christmas, three deacons from Truong An dis
trict sat out with Bibles and hymnal3 for a reunion of worship and 
fellowship with many friands at Tourane. As they passed through French 
lines, they were halted, and without trial, wero taken to the river bank 
and shot. They were given time only to kneel in prayer. In 1962 at 
Thach Ban, Mr. Truong Len, deacon of the local church, was beheaded with 
a hoe. When condemned to death, he requested time to pray, asking that 
word bo sent to his wife and children urging th^m to be faithful unto 
death and never to swerve from their allegiance to Christ. Truly, the 
"blood of the raartyrs Is the seed of the Ohurch" in every land. 


