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A p r i l 1, 1975 - V i e n t i a n e , L a o s 

I a r r i v e d i n Bangkok y e s t e r d a y on s c h e d u l e - found no one a t the a i r p o r t and mademy 

way to the Guest Home. There I l e a r n e d t h a t we would be l e a v i n g f o r V i e n t i a n e on 

a f l i g h t s c h e d u l e d a t h o ' c l o c k . I t was a l m o s t two when I a r r i v e d a t the Guest Home, 

so I had v e r y l i t t l e t ime t h e r e . Dr . K i n g had been a b l e to i n t e r v i e w the m i s s i o n a r i e s 

from Cambodia who a r e a t the Guest Home i n Bangkok. The3e i n c l u d e d D r , and Mrs , K r o h , 
( R u t h ? ) 

M iss Lynne Wa lsh , Mrs. B a r b a r a Nea th , Miss Grace P a t t e r s o n , and a l s o Mr. and Mrs . 

Norm E n s . Gene H a l l , Andy B i s h o p , and D r . F a l k s t a d and D r . Beck were a l l i n Phnom 

Penh a t the t i m e . I l e a r n e d from Dr . K i n g t h a t they Dean K r o h ' s had e x p r e s s e d t h e i r 

d e s i r e to r e t u r n t o the s t a t e s and to t e r m i n a t e t h e i r m i s s i o n a r y s e r v i c e . T h i s was 

d o u b t l e s s t r i g g e r e d by the w i t h d r a w a l from Cambodia and the subsequent e v e n t s r e l a t i v e 

to the h o s p i t a l program t h e r e . The r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h World V i s i o n I n Cambodia h a s been 

l e s s than d e s i r a b l e , and a l l of the f a c t o r s have c o n t r i b u t e d t o the d e c i s i o n t h a t the 

K r o h ' s made to w i thdraw from m i s s i o n a r y s e r v i c e . They f e l t t h a t a t t h e i r age t h e y d i d 

not want to t r a n s f e r to some o t h e r f i e l d and f a c e a new s i t u a t i o n . They f e l t , however , 

t h a t t h e i r m i n i s t r y a t the h o s p i t a l i n Cambodia had t e r m i n a t e d . D r . K i n g and I bo th 

a g r e e d t h a t i n l i g h t o f the c i r c u m s t a n c e s , we c o u l d n o t t r y to p e r s u a d e them o t h e r w i s e , 

and so we r e l u c t a n t l y a g r e e d t h a t they s h o u l d make t h e i r p l a n s to r e t u r n to the U n i t e d 

S t a t e s . 

T h e r e was l i t t l e t ime f o r us to d i s c u s s o t h e r s who t a l k e d w i t h D r . K i n g i n the t ime 

he spent a t the Guest Home i n Bangkok . He h a s taken n o t e s On a l l o f t h o s e i n t e r v i e w s 

and w i l l be i n c l u d i n g t h a t i n h i s r e p o r t when he r e t u r n s b a c k to t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . 

We a r r i v e d i n V i e n t i a n e i n the l a t e a f t e r n o o n . We had a f e l l o w s h i p t ime w i t h the 

m i s s i o n a r i e s i n the e v e n i n g and D r . K i n g g a v e a q u i t e f u l l b r i e f i n g on developments i n 

V i e t Nam and d e c i s i o n s t h a t had been made d u r i n g our s t a y t h e r e . T h e r e were q u e s t i o n s 

on the p a r t o f some of the m i s s i o n a r i e s . Our e v e n i n g ended about 10 o ' c l o c k . 

T h i s morning We began i n t e r v i e w s w i t h d i f f e r e n t ones o f the m i s s i o n a r y s t a f f , 

t a l k i n g to them about t h e i r p a r t i c u l a r m i n i s t r i e s and a l s o about what p o s s i b l e r e a s s i g n -

ments they would d e s i r e i n the event c o n d i t i o n s here s h o u l d deve lop to the e x t e n t t h a t 

r e a s s i g n m e n t might be a d v i s a b l e . I have a l i s t i n g o f the m i s s i o n a r i e s who were 
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s c h e d u l e d f o r i n t e r v i e w s and b r i e f no tes on the r e s p o n s e s c o n c e r n i n g each one. 

V e r y b r i e f l y , i t i s as f o l l o w s : 

The K a e t z e l ' s had a l r e a d y w r i t t e n a l e t t e r o f r e s i g n a t i o n . They e x p l a i n e d t h a t 

t h e r e was some prob lem, p a r t i c u l a r l y as r e l a t e s to W i n n i e ' s h e a l t h . She h a s been 

a n n o i n t e d s e v e r a l t i m e s , but no answer , or no d e l i v e r a n c e h a s been r e a l i z e d . I t 

i s h e r b a c k w h i c h g i v e s the p rob lem. She i s now t e a c h i n g p a r t - t i m e o n l y , and even 

then i s i n a lmost c o n s t a n t p a i n . She r e c e n t l y had some t r e a t m e n t s f rom J o h n H a l l 

t h a t gave some b i t o f a l l e v i a t i o n from p a i n , but i t was s u g g e s t e d by J o h n H a l l t h a t 

a p r o l o n g e d s e r i e s o f t rea tment would p r o b a b l y be r e q u i r e d t o g e t comple te r e l i e f , 

t h e r e f o r e , the K a e t z e l ' s see no a l t e r n a t i v e but to l e a v e the f i e l d a t t h i s t i m e . Dr . 

K i n g s u g g e s t e d to them t h a t they c o n s i d e r a l e a v e o f absence b a s i s r a t h e r t h a n a 

r e s i g n a t i o n . There was no f i n a l d e c i s i o n on t h e i r p a r t . T h e y do e x p e c t t o l e a v e 

the f i e l d i n J u l y . We e x p l a i n e d t h a t our c h i e f c o n c e r n was t h a t they keep a r e l a ­

t i o n s h i p to D i v i s i o n o f Overseas M i n i s t r i e s f o r p o s s i b l e f u t u r e o v e r s e a s s e r v i c e . 

P e r s o n ' s . We had a b r i e f i n t e r v i e w w i t h Wayne and M i n n i e . We t a l k e d about 

"Wayne's a c c e p t a n c e o f the appointment a s Board R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . He s t a t e d t h a t he 

had read t h o r o u g h l y the s e c t i o n s i n the P o l i c i e s and P r o c e d u r e s book and was p r e ­

pared to w h o l e h e a r t e d l y c a r r y out the r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s as d e t a i l e d t h e r e . He s a i d 

t h a t he r e c o g n i z e d h i s own weaknesses and s h o r t - c o m i n g s , but he i s w i l l i n g t o do h i s 

bt?st . They S t a t e d t h a t i f a n y t h i n g Shou ld deve lop w h i c h would n e c e s s i t a t e t h e i r 

d e p a r t u r e from L a o s , t h e i r p l a c e of p r e f e r e n c e would b e T h a i l a n d . 

The F r a n k G r a y ' s . F r a n k e x p r e s s e d the f a c t t h a t he i s s e e k i n g to have L a o 

l e a d e r s h i p i n the r a d i o s t u d i o m i n i s t r y by A u g u s t o f 1976. T h i s f i t s i n w i t h t h e i r 

p l a n s f o r f u r l o u g h a t t h a t t i m e , and he i s i n t e r e s t e d i n t a k i n g the Communicat ions 

C o u r s e a t Wheaton Craduate S c h o o l . He has had c o r r e s p o n d e n c e and i s d o i n g some 

p r e p a r a t o r y work so t h a t he f e d s t h a t he would be a b l e to f i n i s h the c o u r s e and g e t 

h i s M a s t e r ' s i n one y e a r ' s t ime . I f the s i t u a t i o n h e r e deve loped to the e x t e n t t h a t 

they c o u l d not r e t u r n , he would l i k e to be a v a i l a b l e f o r m i n i s t r y e l s e w h e r e . P r e s e n t l y 

t h e r e i s no Lao s p e a k i n g C h r i s t i n a o u t s i d e the c o u n t r y who c o u l d a s a s t i n r a d i o 

m i n i s t r y s h o u l d i t be n e c e s s a r y to c a r r y t h a t on o u t s i d e . He s a i d t h a t i t ' s p o s s i b l e 
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a m i s s i o n a r y might be needed i n M a n i l a f o r a temporary p e r i o d , a t l e a s t , to h e l p w i t h 

the L a o programming, and he would be i n t e r e s t e d i n t h a t p a r t i c u l a r t y p e o f m i n i s t r y . 

As f a r as r e l a t i o n s h i p to The C h r i s t i a n and M i s s i o n a r y A l l i a n c e , he h a s d e c i d e d he 

would l i k e to be d i r e c t l y r e l a t e d to the C&MA. D r . K i n g p o i n t e d out c e r t a i n i n h e r e n t 

p r o b l e m s , but a s s u r e d F r a n k t h a t we too a r e i n t e r e s t e d i n h a v i n g h im a s a C&MA 

m i s s i o n a r y and a s s u r e d hltti t h a t we would endeavor to work out the d e t a i l s r e g a r d i n g 

the s u p p o r t p a t t e r n t h a t would b e s t a f f o r d t h i s k i n d o f d i r e c t r e l a t i o n s h i p . 

The R o f f e ' s . We t a l k e d about the p r o j e c t i n wh ich t h e y a r e i n v o l v e d ; the 

m a t e r i a l s he i s w o r k i n g on f o r a d i c t i o n a r y - E n g l i s h - L a o - h a s been approved by 

the M i n i s t r y o f E d u c a t i o n and by USAID , but the f o r m a l c o n t r a c t h a s n o t y e t been s i g n e d . 

He a n t i c i p a t e s tha t t h i s w i l l be done i n the v e r y n e a r f u t u r e , and t h e n the program w i l l 

be funded by USAID. They a l s o s t a t e d t h a t i f i t became n e c e s s a r y f o r them t o l e a v e L a o s , 

they would l i k e to r e s i d e i n T h a i l a n d and c o n t i n u e the work i n w h i c h they a r e i n v o l v e d . 

The Gaarfte Wood 's . They seem t o be e n j o y i n g t h e i r m i n i s t r y a t the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

C h u r c h and r e p o r t t h a t i n t e r e s t h a s remained good i n the s e r v i c e s . I f they had to l e a v e 

h e r e , they would be i n t e r e s t e d i n a n o t h e r m i n i s t r y r e l a t e d t o t h e D i v i s i o n o f O v e r s e a s 

M i n i s t r i e s » p r o b a b l y i n the E n g l i s h l a n g u a g e . He f e e l s he w o u l d e n j o y t e a c h i n g , though 

he h a s n e v e r had any e x p e r i e n c e i n t h a t . They mentioned the p o s s i b i l i t y o f s e r v i c e i n 

the P h i l i p p i n e s , they a l s o i n d i c a t e d they would be open t o a s s i g n m e n t to m i n i s t r y i n 

the S p a n i s h l a n g u a g e , or i n a n o t h e r I n t e r n a t i o n a l c h u r c h p a s t o r a t e i f t h a t were a 

p o s s i b i l i t y . 

We had an i n t e r v i e w w i t h the U . S . A m b a s s a d o r he re i n L a o s , A l s o the p o l i t i c a l 

o f f i c e r a t the Embassy was p r e s e n t f o r t h a t i n t e r v i e w . The Ambassador e x p l a i n e d i n 

much d e t a i l the s t u a t i o n a s i t e x i s t s he re i n L a o s . He p o i n t e d out t h a t the p e r i o d 

o f f i g h t i n g h e r e i s o v e r and t h a t the P a t h e t L a o now a r e i n a p o s i t i o n where they a r e 

g a i n i n g t h e i r ' i n s ' w i t h o u t f u r t h e r f i g h t i n g . P r i m a r i l y , t h e y a r e making g a i n s b e c a u s e 

of the i n e p t n e s s , the c o r r u p t i o n , and the b u n g l i n g o f the n a t i o n a l i s t s and the r i g h t i s t s . 

He s a i d t h a t i n h i s e x p e r i e n c e d u r i n g t h i s p a r t y e a r w i t h the c o a l i t i o n government , 

he f i n d 3 t h a t the P a t h e t Lao a r e f a c e d w i t h two r a t h e r d i f f i c u l t d i lemmas; 1 ) t h e i r 

d i lemma, as f a r a s the U . S . i s c o n c e r n e d , - they l o o k upon t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a s t h e i r 
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enemy, but a t the same t i m e , they r e c o g n i z e t h a t they need the U n i t e d S t a t e s here 

because of the a i d programs t h a t a r e needed f o r the development o f the c o u n t r y ; a l s o 

to c o u n t e r b a l a n c e the i n f l u e n c e o f H a n o i , C h i n a , and R u s s i a . On the o t h e r h a n d , they 

have a v e r y r e a l di lemma as fa i /as r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h Hano i i s c o n c e r n e d . Hano i h a s been 

the major s u p p l i e r o f m a t e r i a l s , o f t r o o p s and t r a i n i n g f o r the P a t h e t L a o , but a t the 

same t ime , the Lao a r e v e r y much a p p r e h e n s i v e about the N o r t h V ie tnamese . They 

r e c o g n i z e t h a t they owe them a g r e a t i n d e b t e d n e s s b e c a u s e o f the s u p p o r t they have 

had d u r i n g the war y e a r s , y e t they do n o t want to be i n the debt o f H a n o i to the 

e x t e n t t h a t they w i l l l o s e t h e i r own s o v e r e i g n t y and freedom. S o , i n l i g h t o f t h i s , 

the Amer ican Ambassador does not f o r e s e e any s i g n i f i c a n t , d r a s t i c changes i n the 

s i t u a t i o n h e r e . He a n t i c i p a t e s a g r a d u a l a s c e n d a n c y to power by the P a t h e t L a o and 

perhaps e v e n t u a l l y a t o t a l l y communist reg ime h e r e i n L a o s , but he would f o r e s e e t h a t 

even under such c o n d i t i o n s , the U.S. Embassy would p r o b a b l y be a b l e t o f u n c t i o n . U . S . 

c i t i z e n s would d o u b t l e s s be a b l e to remain and o r g a n i z a t i o n s s u c h as ours c o u l d p r o b a b l y 

c a r r y on t h e i r work . T h i s i s h i s a s s e s s m e n t j and i t does sound l o g i c a l from t h a t p o i n t 

of v iew. He c e r t a i n l y a n t i c i p a t e s no abrupt change i n the p r e s e n t s i t u a t i o n h e r e i n 

L a o s . 

We i n t e r v i e w e d the A t k i n s o n ' s . D r . A t k i n s o n h a s t a k e n h i s exam f o r l i c e n s e i n 

T h a i l a n d , and he b e l i e v e s he p a s s e d , though he has not y e t r e c e i v e d the r e p o r t on t h a t . 

They have a l s o a p p l i e d f o r v i s a s , and e x p e c t to have t h e i r v i s a s f o r T h a i l a n d w i t h i n 

about t h r e e weeks t ime and t h e n they w i l l be moving to Maranatha . He w i l l be assuming 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s a l i t t l e b i t e a r l i e r t h e r e than a n t i c i p a t e d b e c a u s e both D r . and Mrs . 

Payton have been s i c k w i t h m o n o n u c l e o s i s . The A t k i n s o n ' s e x p r e s s e d t h e i r a p p r e c i a t i o n 

f o r the a s s o c i a t i o n they can have w i t h The C h r i s t i a n and M i s s i o n a r y A l l i a n c e and 

e x p l a n a t i o n s were g i v e n to them as to why t h e i r appointment had been h a n d l e d on a 

r e g u l a r b a s i s , even a f t e r t h e i r r e q u e s t t h a t i t be on an A s s o c i a t e bas is . A l s o , they 

r a i s e d the q u e s t i o n about r e s i d e n c e - whether i n Khan K a e n , o r a t Maranatha. 1 t o l d 

them t h a t t h i s would be a f i e l d mat te r . He r a i s e d a f u r t h e r q u e s t i o n about a young 

m e d i c a l d o c t o r who would l i k e to come out an spend some t ime a t Maranatha a t h i s own 
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e x p e n s e . T h i s young man i s e v i d e n t l y f rom Vancouver and D r . K i n g p o i n t e d out t h a t we 

would l i k e to have the o p p o r t u n i t y of mee t ing h i ra , o r at l e a s t have someone meet h i m , 

and d i s c u s s w i t h h im h i s d o c t i n a l v iews and c e r t a i n o t h e r t h i n g s , s i rap ly a s a s o r t of 

s c r e e n i n g p r o c e s s i n o r d e r to a v o i d any p o s s i b l e p r o b l e m s . T h i s was s i m p l y on the 

mat ter o f p r i n c i p l e and the A t k i n s o n ' s e x p r e s s e d a f u l l u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h a t s i t u a t i o n . 

I n the l a t e r a f t e r n o o n , a t 4 : 0 0 o ' c l o c k , we met w i t h the men o f the m i s s i o n , and 

e x p l a i n e d to them the purpose of our b e i n g h e r e , a b r i e f r e p o r t o f the A m b a s s a d o r ' s 

b r i e f i n g g i v e n to u s , and then s h a r i n g w i t h the men here the s t e p s t h a t had been t a k e n 

i n V i e t Nam. We gave to them the p r i n c i p l e s t h a t had been s e t f o r t h t h e r e f o r t h e 

b a s i s o f d e c i s i o n s t h a t had been made, a l s o s h a r e d w i t h them the c r i t e r i a t h a t had been 

s e t up f o r any f u r t h e r r e d u c t i o n s o f the m i s s i o n a r y s t a f f , t a l k e d t o them about the 

matter o f p r o p e r t y , both r e a l and movable as b e i n g tu rned o v e r to t h e c h u r c h , and a l s o 

the mat ter o f f i n a n c e s . I n the even ing We had a f e l l o w s h i p d i n n e r w i t h a l l of the 

m i s s i o n a r i e s , and then Dr . K i n g d e l i v e r e d to them h i s d i s c o u r s e on J o y . T h a t c o m p l e t e s 

the day and p e r h a p s t h e r e w i l l be a few o t h e r i tems t h a t T can add r e g a r d i n g L a o s , but 

p r i m a r i l y I t h i n k t h i s c o v e r s most e v e r y t h i n g h e r e o f any impor tan t n a t u r e . 


