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As conditions in South Viet Nam de-
teriorated rapidly during Holy Weck,
most missionaries there were reported
{0 be safe, and ll_wy _;md other church

ople were helping in the vast elfort
to feed and resettle hundreds of thou-
sands of refugees.

Seven missionaries and a child, how-
ever, were presumed to be in the hands
of the Viet Cong or North Victnamese

invaders. 1 hey are:

Mr. and Mrs. Norman Johnson, both
39, ot Hamuton, Ontario  (Christian
and Missionary Alliance); Richard and
Lillian Phillips, 45 and 43, ot Bloom-
inglon,  Mmnesota  (CMA);  Mrs.
Archie Mitchell, 54, of Bly, Orcgon
{CMA)$ and John and Carolyn Miller
iand.‘ their five-year-old  daughter, of
Allentown, Pennsylvania (Wyclille
Bible Translators).
it All were al Bun Me Thuot in the
¥ central highlands, where the CMA op-
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erates a leprosarium and hospital. The
Johnsons lled into the jungle at the out-
set ol the attack on the town carly last
month and still had not been heard
from as of March 26, The others, along
with one or two other forcign civilians,
had reportedly sought shelter in the
compound of the International Com-
mission for Control and Supervision as
ficree fighting raged through the area.
Radio contact with the group was lost
on March 14

North Vietnamuese sources, in reply-

ing to inquiries about the missionaries,

satd no harm would come to civilians
genuinely  engaged  in humanitarian
work, dccording to a U.S. State De-
partment source,

Mrs. Mitchell's husband  was
napped by the Viet Cong from Ban Me
Thuot in the Tet Offensive of 1962,
Two others taken with Mitchell at that
time were Elinor Ardel Viewt, a doctor
from Houston, and Mennonite worker
Daniel Gerber of Dalton, Ohio. Ger-
ber is presumed dead; Mitchell and
Dr. Vietti are listed as missing. Mis-
sion leaders say privately they believe
the pair are dead also, but there have
been scattered—and  disputed—reports
suggesting the two have been seen alive
in Viet Cong caplivity.

Concern was also expressed for the
well-being of national church workers
at Bun Me Thuot and for the nationals
there on the stall of Victnam Chris-
tian Service, a joint project of the U, S.

National Council of Churches and
Lutheran World Relief.
Mennonite worker Eurl Muartin of |

New Holland, Pennsylvania, stayed be-
hind in Quang Ngai. A friend said Mar-
tin didn’t believe political  barriers
should affect his relationship with the
people. Martin is on good terms with
the Viet Cong, added the friend,

Maost CMA  nussionaries in inland
focations left their posts in mid-Feb-
ruary when rumors spread that an at-
tack was imminent, then returned when
nothing happened.  Miraculously, only
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Harlin J. Roper’s

THROUGH THEBIBLE
STUDY

12 Books 6 Graded Series

Through the Bible gets you directly
into the word of God and lets the
Bible speak for itself. The Holy
Spirit is your teacher. This is the
reason why this is one of the oldest
and most popular Bible study
guides. All of the Bible is covered
in a six-year period. It is graded
for every age and not dated. You
can start anywhere and at any
time,
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In another miracle of sorts,

Cliffés sixty Viet Nam-based ad*
workers and lhcir children were nttc <

ing a trandlation conference on
coast a. Nha T.ang when

mumst offensive heg.m NormaIIy |*°rkors Slveor
them would have bci|™

number of
working up in the hill country.
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United World Mission of St Peters
Forlda and Worldwide Evan
sade of Ft. Washln

reported thelr O

‘sferred safely from Da NanqNIth

fc'N'ga-
Thc Millers left theconference 'cﬁr'iilewe’ﬁ

likeNigoege, said ihc
The situation with the nationals is
mething eke. Ihe refugee situation

*»"horrendous,” said a missionary ina
language projects und elcphone dispatch. Many hundreds of

'Ousands of persons poured inlo

e f coastal areas from the northern and

terigr proyinces. Food was scarce.

bcyond The rcach of

[IOM. Thousands died of malnutrition,
iwase, and wounds by thc wayside;

usands who made it to the coast

live were not expected lo live,
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a wave of revival since

J«rly 1972 despite the war and unrest,
H® more than 5.1.000 baptized mcni-
oudfettx anddwmgs thRHr Jimes that many

AKAMR ., these people are
S, dgon phcdKHI «1 to helP ~ "' W refugees, separated perhaps for-
*U  medical work »m<B ~ ,>cr from the congrmab'-ns lo which
of refugees, otheis were 'l BKmyLbeIonged only a month or so ago.
dsawhere Some missions laid cont

gency pi.ms to evacuate their work
to the Philippines or Bangkok
CMA has ninety-three missionaries
tiCsgned Ui South Viet Nam, incluJ
several on loan from other goui
(4 eighty-five are Americans. Most *
tin Saigon late last monlh.
All thiiiy-six of the Southern B
tist Convention's missionaries were
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Meanwhile were still

Catholics number over one million,
d they are served by hundreds of
reign missionaries, teachiitg brothers,
" nun's Mogt of the one-tnillion-phis
"fans ihe U.S. airlifted from Hanoi
the south in 1954 were Catholics,
y' in time assumed much of the
ilica power iir the soiilh. Ibis
Iped to fud theVicl Cong cause.
Relief efforts are being spearheaded
Catholic Relief Services (CRS),
odd Vision, and other church agen-
*e Four Americans and a Canadian

says Jj| month were helping World Vision's

[«ff of 200 nationals in Saigon.
. *Ik)n to medical and other work, the

Ky was distributing "family sur-
cooking utensils, and a small

Ca, olics weroc rganlzlng
international © medical

‘‘‘‘‘‘ crsonnc]
at therr posts iN

teged Phnom Penh at month's end
included Pennsylvanian Carl

m, whois World Vision's director

Sheen says he's added acon[T)cambodia, and medical doctor Pcne-

or twolo hisprayer request: he*
to die "on a feat of theBie

Molliei and in Ihe presence of
Blessed Sacrament.”

"If I don't,” he says, smiling."
is going to be very embarrassed.”
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Key of England. Dr.Key says that

* of thc 26.000 palicnls her learn

recently were children in urgent
italization. Only 125 could
she adds.
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