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Macch 31, 1975

Sen. Edward Kennedy
U. §. Senate
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Xennedy:

The massive buildup and offensive of the North Vietnamese was hurled
againsr Banmethuot in the central highlands beginning on March 10,
1975. At that time there were nine Americans and two Canadians in
Banmethuot. Seven of these are missicnaries:

Mrs. Archie Mitchell (Betty)

Mr. Richard L. Phillips, Ph.D.

Mrs. Richard L. Phillips

Rev. & Mrs, Norman Johnson
{Canadians)

John and Carolyn Miller (not C&MA)

Since there has been no contact with any of these, and since the city
has now fallen to the North Vietnamese forces, we can only presume
that these seven people, plus the five-year-old daughter of the John-
sons, are being held by the North Vietnamese in Banmethuot or in

the vicinity.

The terms of the cease fire agreement concluded in January 1973 called
for the velease of prisoners. Some were released, including Michael
Dennis Benge of Heppner, QOregon. There is reasen to believe that many
hundreds are still being held prisoner by the North Vietnamese in direct
violation of the terms of the cease fire. Those being held now compound
the failure of the North Viethanmese to live up to the terms of the agree-
neat .

The brief resumd attached to this letter, of our experience in Viet Nam
extending back over 64 vaars, with casualties in the TET offensive (eight
killed) and three taken captive in 1962, will show you that our humani-
tarian ministry in that country has been at great price. Our coacern in
the present situaticn is, then, understandably deep and grave.

I anm writing to ask that your good offices may be directed toward the
release of these people with the guarantee of the North Vietnamese of
their safe conduct to Saigon, or the nearest point of embarkation, with
every humane consideration, and with all speed.
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{(Senator -~ 2)

This should doubtless include overtures to the State Department, to
our ambassador, Grahan A. Martin, and to the Internaticnal Control
Commission.

Our Alliance people take very seriously the word of Scripture that

bids us to pray for those in authoritv. Be assured that vou are
included as you bear the heavy burden of high public office in such

troublous and tragic times.

Sincerely yours,

NATHAN BAILEY
President
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SENATORS
Edward Kennedy

Mike Mansfield
William Buckley, Jr.
Barry Goldwater
Herman Talmage

Birch Bavh

Russell B. Long

John Glenn

Patrick J. Leahy
Ernest F, Hollings
Henry Bellmon

Milten R. Young

John C. Culver
Robeart Dole

William B. Saxbe
Robert Taft, Jr.
Robert W. Packwood
Mark 0. Hatfield
Charles H. Percy
Adlai E. Stevenson 3rd
John G. Tower

Lloyd M. Bensten, Jr.
Warren G, Magnuson
‘Henry M. Jackson
Richard S, Schwelker
Hugh Scott

Alan Crapston

Johr V. Tunney

Jacob K. Javits
James L. Buckley
Wendell H. Ford
Charles Mathias
Louis C. Wyman
Robert Morgan

James B. McAllen
Abraham Ribicoff
Richard B. Stone
Frank Church

PRESS SEC'Y. TO THE PRESIDENT

Ron Nesson

CHLIEY JUSTICE - SUFREME COURT

Varren K. Burger

AZ
GA
I
La
OR
VT
sC
OK
ND
IA
K5
OH
OH
OR
OR
IL
IL
TX
T
WA
Wa
PA
PA
CA
CA

NY
KY

NH
NC

CT
FL
D

Letter sent to all on this list.
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SENATOR LETTER also sent to FIM\\ April 2, 1975
International Committee of Red Cro=ss b
American Red Cross

Vice-President Nelson Rockefeller
TODAY Show

This is reference to the two-page letter re: our missionaries
in Viet Nam that was sent to a list of senators on March 31,
copy of which I believe you received.

President's Qffice




