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Ilarch 31, 1975 

Sen. Edward Kennedy 
U. S. Senate 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Mr. Kennedy: 

The massive buildup and offensive of the North Vietnamese was hurled 
against Banmethuot in the central highlands beginning on March 10, 
1975. At that time there were nine Americans and two Canadians in 
Banmethuot. Seven o f these are missionaries: 

Since there has been no contact with any of these, and since the city 
has now fallen to the North Vietnamese forces, we can only presume 
that these seven people, plus the five-year-old daughter of the John­
sons, are being held by the North Vietnamese in Banmethuot or in 
the vicinity. 

The terms of the cease fire agreement concluded in January 1973 called 
for the release of prisoners. Some were released, including Michael 
Dennis Benge of Heppner, Oregon. There is reason to believe that many 
hundreds are still being held prisoner by the North Vietnamese in direct 
violation of the terms of the cease fire. Those being held now compound 
the failure of the North Vietnamese to live up to the terms of the agree­
ment . 

The brief resume attached to this letter, of our experience in Viet Nam 
extending back over 64 y^ars, with casualties in the TET offensive (eight 
killed) and three taken uaptive in 1962, will show you that our humani­
tarian ministry in that country has been at great price. Our concern in 
the present situation is, then, understandably deep and grave. 

I am writing to ask that your good offices may be directed toward the 
release of these people with the guarantee of the North Vietnamese of 
their safe conduct to Saigon, or the nearest point of embarkation, with 
every humane consideration, and with all speed. 
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Mrs. Archie Mitchell (Betty) 
Mr. Richard L. Phillips, Ph.D. 
Mrs. Richard L. Phillips 
Rev. & Mrs. Norman Johnson 

(Canadians) 
John and Carolyn Miller (not C&MA) 



( S e n a t o r - 2 ) 

T h i s s h o u l d d o u b t l e s s i n c l u d e o v e r t u r e s t o t h e S t a t e D e p a r t m e n t , t o 
o u r a m b a s s a d o r , G r a h a m A. M a r t i n , a n d t o t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o n t r o l 
C o m m i s s i o n . 

Our A l l i a n c e p e o p l e t a k e v e r y s e r i o u s l y t h e w o r d of S c r i p t u r e t h a t 
b i d s u s t o p r a y f o r t h o s e i n a u t h o r i t y . Be a s s u r e d t h a t y o u a r e 
i n c l u d e d a s y o u b e a r t h e h e a v y b u r d e n of h i g h p u b l i c o f f i c e i n s u c h 
t r o u b l o u s a n d t r a g i c t i m e s . 

S i n c e r e l y y o u r s , 

NATHAN BAILEY 
P r e s i d e n t 

NB/RB/mr 
E n c , 



L e t t e r s e n t to a l l on t h i s l i s t . 

Edward Kennedy MA 
Mike M a n s f i e l d 
W i l l i a m B u c k l e y , J r . 
B a r r y Goldwater AZ 
Herman T a l l a g e GA 
B i r c h Bayh IN 
R u s s e l l B . Long LA 
J o h n G lenn OH 
P a t r i c k J . Leahy VT 
E r n e s t F . H o l l i n g s SC 
Henry Be l lmon OK 
M i l t o n R . Young ND 
J o h n C . C u l v e r I A 
Robert Do le KS 
W i l l i a m B . Saxbe OH 
Robert T a f t , J r . OH 
Rober t W. Packwood OR 
Mark 0 . H a t f i e l d OR 
C h a r l e s H. P e r c y I L 
A d l a i E . S t e v e n s o n 3rd I L 
J o h n G . Tower TX 
L l o y d M. B e n s t e n , J r . TX 
Warren G, Magnuson WA 
Henry M. J a c k s o n WA 
R i c h a r d S . S c h w e i k e r PA 
Hugh S c o t t PA 
A l a n C r a n s t o n CA 
J o h n V . Tunney CA 
J a c o b K . J a v i t s NY 
James L . B u c k l e y NY 
Wendel l H. F o r d KY 
C h a r l e s Math ias MD 
L o u i s C . Wyman NH 
Rober t Morgan NC 
James B. M c A l l e n AL 
Abraham R i b i c o f f CT 
R i c h a r d B. Stone F L 
F r a n k C h u r c h ID 

PRESS 5 E C ' Y . TO THE PRESIDENT 

Ron Masson 

C H I E F J U S T I C E - SUPREME COURT 

Warren E . B u r g e r 

SENATORS 



SENATOR L E T T E R a l s o s e n t to 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l Committee o f Red C r o s s 
Amer ican Red C r o s s 
V i c e - P r e s i d e n t N e l s o n R o c k e f e l l e r 
TODAY Show 

T O : R W B 

B S K 

K M B 

G M C 

L L K 

A p r i l 2, 1 9 7 5 

T h i s i s r e f e r e n c e to the t w o - p a g e L e t t e r r e : o a r m i s s i o n a r i e s 
in V i e t N a m that w a s s e n t to a l i s t of s e n a t o r s on M a r c h 31, 
c o p y of w h i c h I b e l i e v e y o u r e c e i v e d . 

P r e s i d e n t ' s O f f i c e 


