T HE pastor of the newly-erected
Vietnamese church in Xom Cui.
a suburb of Saigon, invited the
Chinese pastor and people to use
their building for Children's Meet-
ings. In January this ministry was
started, showing real promise. Plans
are being discussed now concerning
the establishment of a new Chinese
Alliance church in this area,
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guarantee him with the Hong Kong
government if he was not willing
to enter with a proper visa. In his
hour of great testing there were
those who were willing to stand in
prayer with this youth. Not until
Timothy met God in full surrender,
willing to return to Viet Nam and
ask for the proper eniry permit, did
he find real peace.

Upon his return to Saigon, Timo-
thy was scorned and misunderstood.
Why was he so feolish not to have
stayed in Hong Kong ? But He Who
loves the righteous kept Timothy
during these trying times. It was
suggested that he wait several
months before making application
again for permission. His chances
seemed very slim. But our God Who
delights in the impossible enabled
Timothy to obtain his exit wvisa
through the proper channels within

Webster have gone on forlough
since our last issue. We are glad to
welcome back to the field Mr. and
Mrs. H. S. Dutton, Mr, and Mrs,
C. C. Fowler, Mr. and Mrs, G, W.
Hunt, Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Revelle
and Mr. and Mrs. S. T. Sutherland.

A pledge of almost $1,000 US
has been made by interested
believers in Da Nang toward a
church building in a new section of
the city. Several Christian families
from the main church in town will
form the nucleus of this work, Be-
cause there is no building available
to rent it will be necessary to build.
It is the hope of the Da Nang
Christians to begin another work
on the road to the airport which
also is a rapidly-growing area,

a period of three months | He could
go with a clear record and with
God’s favor upon him.

During the months of waiting,
Timothy made practical use of his
time in studying special courses that
would be helpful when he reached
school, His spare time was devoted
to a ministry among children, both
in Sunday School and in helping
with Children’s Meetings. He proved
to be a very faithful worker.

Following an entrance examina-
tion upon arrival back in Hong
Kong last September, he was able
to enter Seminary as a freshman!
His school vacation periads are being
used profitably to earry on special
ministries ameng children. One area
he visits requires a two-hour hike
one way after getting off the ferry
that stops at the island. Is it worth-
while to be a «fisher of men?»
Stephen «first found his brother»
Timothy, and now Timothy is teach-
ing others to become «fishers of
men. »
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A Good Catch After a Night at Sea
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MANY. many fishing villages
in Viet Nam are found along
the more than one thousand-mile
seacoast. A fisherman has a wvery
meager livelihcod, sulely dependent
upon a good haul of fish to supply
food for his family as well as some
to sell, What seascns are best for
fishing, where schools of fish are to
be found, how to draw the net —
these are vital to the fisherman.

In this issue we are stressing fish-
ing and its relationship fo various
phases of Gospel ministry, not only
among folk of the sea but among
all who would be <« fishers of men. »

Getting fish ready to sell

MIRACLE BESIDE WEE SEA

by 9. A

UT on the sea a hundred or more

men wearily let down their nets
in hope of a midnight cateh. At the foot
of the hill stretched a fishing wvillage,
dead in sleep. Alone on the hillside,
silhouetted in the July moonlight,
stood a nearly-completed church
building. In the shadows baside the
building were stacked some 3,000 roof
tiles in ten neat rows. Tomorrow
these tiles would ecrown this simple
sanctuary and rest there for a life-time
view of the gorgeous South China Sea.
Peace seemed to pervade, Yet, just
thirty feet from the new building,
three men clad in black crouched
unseen. Drums of hatred pounded in
their hearts. Suddenly they sprang
into the clearing, grabbed great coral
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rocks and spent their hatred by
breaking scores of the precious roof
tiles.

Ritter words, derision, intimidation,
the stings of malicious lies, all these
and more the humble fisher-folk of
An Cuong have endured for Christ's
sake. The family of Anh Trieu, a
village school teacher, had always
ardently practiced ancestor worship. On
especially designated days they sacri-
ficed offerings of tea, bananas, rice
cakes and other delicacies to the
spirits as every religious Vietnamese
has done for centuries. But one day
Anh Trien believed in the God of
Heaven and shaortly thereafter he
willingly took down the altar which
had always adorned his simple home.
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Immediately close relatives and neigh-
bors came to persuade him to give up
this foreign religion. «If you don't
worship your ancestors their spirits
will bring sickness to your children.
The demon spirits will send disaster
and calamity to your home and
eventually they will steal your soul
and destroy you forever.. Anh Trieu
was tormented for days by their jeers
and haunts, but he was determined to
follow Jesus. He said, I have wor-
shiped the spirits of my ancestors for
many years, yet I never have been
satisfied and I have met many misfor-
tunes in spite of my faithiulness to
them. Now I am resolved to follow
the God of Heaven and I offer myself
for His serviee. » Anh Trieu has proved
himself faithful. Recently he was one
of 87 new believers that were baptized
in a little creek near the village and
thus gave public teslimony to his faith
in Christ.

But why such opposition and per-
secution ? The simpliest answer is:
where the Spirit of God moves in
miraculous power, there the hosts of
evil array themselves for battle, Four
and a half years ago no one named
His name at An-Cuong. Today 460
fisher-folk have turned from demon
fear, sin and ancestor worship to open
their hearts to Jesus.

While many provinces in Viet Nam
have had a continuous witness
for over forty years, because of the
shortage of national workers and mis-
sionaries and due to years of war,
Quang Ngai had no such evangelistic
thrust. It was four years ago that this
province of 700,000 people first received
evangelistic penetration. During those
first days 160 adults prayed for
salvation, Today 800 new Christians in
eight church groups meet weekly to
worship the living God.
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Here is the story of An Cuong, one
of those groups. At the time of the
first evangelistic campaign at Chau O,
two young men from An Cueng opened
their hearts to receive the message of
Christ. Back in their wvillage they
began a vigorous witness. One young
man, like Andrew, led his brother to
the Lord. The brother was a village
leader, raw, hoil-tempered, yet with a
heart tender like a child's to find out
the things of Christ. We call this
brother Peter. Each time the mis-
sionary visited the village Peter knew
every sick person and led us to each
home for prayer,

Our Spirit-filled student evangelist
was invited to this village. With only
an old half-broken loud speaker, his
Bible and hymnal, he simply walked
down the narrow village paths, lined
on either side with dingy mud huts,
walked around the boats veiled with
their hanging nets, and sang the
melodies of Christ. Today 97 families
have forsaken idolatry and the bond-
age of centuries to become children of
Light.

These fishermen also gave an enthu-
siastic witness for Jesus in outlying
towns. One day last summer two men
came lo our home, . We have many
friends in a new village who want to
repent and to pray.. The student
pastor and I went at their invitation
and 37 souls came to Christ. Today in
this area there are six groups of
Christians.

With souls seeking Jesus every week,
it has been imperative to ground these
new believers in the «a-b-e'ss of the
faith. Through the hearly co-operation
of our pastors we have been able to
hold seven Adult Village Bible Schools
in the province during the past two
yvears. Each school lasts five days with
an average of 29 teaching hours of

To Ly Son Istand for first
Gospel witness

Bible. At An Cuong local enemies of
the Gospel upon seeing such amazing
advances defermined not to permit the
use of their school house for meetings,
Rising to the oecasion the Christians
spread great sails over the courtyard
of a home and 200 adults attended the
Bible School in the shade of these sails
to shelter them from the broiling July
sun.

Overlooking the coral blue South
China Sea stands a monument of unity
and love for Christ — the An Cuong
Chureh building. It is doubtful if the
amount of zeal, labor and love that
produced this building has ever been
surpassed in central Viet Nam. Here is
a new group that did net have a
resident pastor. They had known loss
of their « fish erop » for the past three
years. Huge stones, each weighing 200
pounds were cut from the earth and
carried, four men to one stone, to the
building site. Limestone was brought
from the sea. heated, pounded into
pure white lime to be used in
construction. Every cement block was
made by hand. The day tiles were pur-
chased for the roof, Christians carried
them on their shoulders from the main
road three kilometers away. Just as
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the people were finishing the church
building their first resident pastor
arrived ! In three weeks they had put
up a nice thatch parsonage.

One family took two windows out
of the walls of their own home.
plastered over the holes with mud, and
offered them for use in the new
parsonage.

In glorious answer to prayer, God
has broken the heathen powers of
stinginess, the fear of want and all
the mountainous obstacles that loomed
so large before this group. Today a
Church is established at An Cuong.
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'£\H-  how I've grown in ihe Lord

snce I've come here! Surdy we
mug serve the Lord zealoudy when
we %a back to our churches.. Thusa
youth expressed the fedings of the
sudent body at the close the last
Short Term Bible School sesson in
Vinh Long.

Miss Nam was an outganding
dudent evidencing a great desre to
learn. She was a fine example to the
other students. Even teachers watched
her carefully. Why was it Miss Nam
applied hersdf so well to her studies?
All ligened eagerly as she gave
testimony of Chrigt'slove and His hdp
as she s0ld gocds in the market. A few
days after « graduation » she became
the bride of a sudent pastor and began
the important role of a pagtor's wife

Chrigian youth are ambitious to
serve their Savior but many times
they do nat know how to do this ef-
fectively. Often they lack adequate
training in Bible, basic theology or
teaching methods. Yes. they want to
serve Him but just what can they do
or where can they go to gt the neces-
sary training? Due to shortage of
finances, family obligations, or other
obstacles they are unable to spend
eight months at the Nha Trang Bible

Happy fellowship
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School. For this reason the Short
Term Bible School has bean In-
situted.

Forty-four young people attended
the month-long ST.B.S. sesson, some
coming over 150 miles by bus or by
boat. Several youth who had planned
to attend were at the last minute
called into the army while otherswere
fearful of being inducted before the
school dosed. Enthusiagtically the
young people studied courses in Old
Testament Survey. Acts, Romans,
Child Evangdism, and Musc, mesting
in classes eight times a day.

/I-\lpartbajflrornd classoom activi_t(ijg
volley and ping pong provi
recreation for the fel?ovvs he church
building echoed with the sound of
sudents as they gathered twice each
day for prayer and to sng songs of
praise. Saturday was devoted to prac-
tical experience as students went from
house to house didributing tracts and
witnessing.

Graduation morning students were
both happy and sad — sad to depart
from school and new friends but happy
to return to ther churches to serve
theLord in aricher and fuller measure
than ever before

Graduation morning
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Studying the Word

We can train others lo become " fishersof men " through...

A DEEPERLIFE
CONFERENCE

QG IGNS of progress are evident ui
i* ihe world, how much more should
they be in the lives of obedient be-
lievers! After an dapse of a year
snce our lagz Young Peoples Con-
ference, this year was more successful
than the previous one. We give praise
to the Lord for the wonderful spiritual
blessngs gained.

Living on the hat plains, to us saven
days of cod Daat weather were
amos unbearable. And this year it
was unusually cold. As soon as we
ascended Dalat mountain we began to
shiver. We were very thankful for
the supply of blankets and clothing
from reief barres that the mis
sonaries loaned to us to hdp keep
us warm.

When we awoke the Bra morning
we found the thermometer read 46
degrees. A number of young people
unaccusomed to roughing it in the
cold were ready to return to Saigon,
but after earnest prayer concerning
the weather there was a definite
change. We got usd to our surround-
ings with good food and invigorating
air.

Our morning schedule induded a
period for private devotions and
group prayers, breskfast, and morning
message with Rev. Eddy le from In-
donesa as the special spesker. He
gave a series of talks both morning
and evening on « Howv to Become a
Srong Chrigtian.> « Consecration .
and . Chrigian Marriage . were the
themes of his closing messages. Pastors
from the three Chinese churches in
Saigon also participated in the con-
ference giving gpecial talks Each
morning following the message we
divided into groups for Bible study,
concentrating on the book of Co-
lossans which we found a bit difficult.

(continued on page 14)



