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N the fields of God seed is sown according to His pattern.
When the grain is ripe His chosen harvesters gather it in.
How did the Stieng tribespeople hear about Jesus and His plan
of redemption? To accomplish this God used Vietnamese Christians
— not Western missionaries.
About twenty years ago Mr. Sung, a Vietnamese missionary,
began to witness and preach in Phuoc Long province where one
group of Stieng tribespeople live. On the surface it appeared
that there were few results, but in God's time the seed germinated.
The recent group response by hundreds of Stieng was no accident.
The Holy Spirit had been at work.
One day a Vietnamese Christian invited a Stieng tribesboy to
attend the Tin Lanh church to hear the Gospel. The boy accepted
Christ, matured spiritually, attended Bible School, and went on
to become the pastor of the Vietnamese church in An Loc City.
Where is An Loc? It is in the heart of Stieng country. Stieng
tribespeople began attending the services even though the Viet
namese language was used. The pastor, Dieu Huynh, had his
eyes opened by God to the harvest th3t was now ready to be
gathered among his own people.

\

When Dieu Huynh and missionaries began to preach in Stieng
villages the response was overwhelming. In the middle of war
their hearts were open to the message of life. Today several villages
are cutting logs and bamboo strips to build their first church
structure. Already nine preaching points have been established.
Adult tribal leaders are among those accepting Christ.
But there are still problems. New Christians must be taught.
A separated life must be stressed. But this is God's harvest.
What He has begun He will bring to its final completion.

harvest
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By David Beack
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STUDY TO ANSWER
|jow
XI

would you like to be a Vietnamese and

study English, Greek, and Hebrew all at the

same time?

This is the plight o f some of the

students enrolled

in the Saigon

Branch of the

Biblical and Theological Institute o f the Evangelical
Church o f Viet Nam.
The National Church, aware o f the great need
t o train more men

for the ministry,

officially

opened the branch school on September 13, 1970.
It is located on the fourth floor o f the educational
unit o f the Saigon Central Church. For the present,
the facilities are adequate for the seven boarding
students.

There is dormitory space, a recreation

room which has a ping pong table, a dining room,
a small library, and two classrooms.
In addition

to the regular daytime courses,

evening classes are offered
attend full time.
twenty

for those unable to

Here there are approximately

students enrolled.

Because all students

must be high school graduates in order to enroll
the academic level of the school is high.

Regular

examinations are given and students receive credits
from the Central Bible Institute at Nhatrang for
courses successfully

completed.

A large curriculum is offered.
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Some of the
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subjects

taught, in addition

and Hebrew

to English, Greek,

are World Civilization,

Near East

about Him or the Word, but lo learn Him. "That
1 may know Him and the power of His resurrection,

History, 1 John, Child Evangelism, Basic Homiletics,

and the fellowship o f His sufferings, being made

Harmony

conformable unto His death."

o f the Gospels,

Introduction to the

Among the future

Bible, Methods of Bible Study, Leadership, Music,

leaders o f the Church, it is those who

and Evangelism

who

composed

Deep and Wide.

of qualified

personnel

The staff is
in the Saigon

know Him

will make the greatest contribution to its

growth and development

. . . . God grant that

area as well as several teachers from the Central

this might be a result o f the Branch Bible School

Bible Institute who make regular monthly

of Saigon.

trips

from Nhatrang, teaching a week at a time.
Every Saturday
practice

the day students

the principles

o f evangelism

put into
they are

studying by visiting a nearby town which as yet
does not have an Evangelical Church.
As the Church continues in the Evangelism

Expanded
education

theological
has now

been

Deep and Wide program and God grants their
desire to see ten million souls won to Christ,
there will be a definite
leaders, and teachers.
these young

established

in

the

heart

need for more pastors,
So we rejoice in each o f

of

South

Vietnam's

people as they "study to answer"

problems posed by their generation, their people,

largest

city

their nation, and their Church.
Mr. Mieng, president of the National Church,
challenged

the students on the opening day of

school to learn to
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know Jesus, not just to learn

by J o a n n Lemon
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A supermarket - all-under-one-roof shopping convenience! What about a church
with all-under-one-roof facilities? Saigon can now boast of such a building.
In July, 1969 the former church building was torn down and construction begun
on the new edifice. October 25, 1970 marked its dedication. The sanctuary, located
on the second floor, is large enough to accomodate church conferences. Estimates
of seating capacity range from 650 to 1200 depending on whether the audience is
Western or Oriental. On the ground floor are two executive offices for the National
Church, an adjoining office for Evangelism Deep and Wide, a 100 seat chapel, a recording
studio, and a beautiful air-conditioned street-front Christian bookstore stocking Vietnamese,
Chinese, French, and English books.
How did this all come about? We must go back to 1918. That year two Alliance
missionaries entered Saigon for the first time to proclaim the Gospel message. By
1925 Pastor Doan van Khanh was appointed as pastor, ministering in a rented building
near the central market. Although many listened only a few responded to the Good
News. In 1926 when the location of the church was changed the group of believers
numbered ten.

TO GOD BE THE GLOR
Time passed. By 1933 the group began meeting in the Chinese church in the
Chinese section of Saigon, where it continued for five years. But 1939 was the year
of an important event. Rev. DJ. Jeffrey and Pastor Le dinh Tuoi began construction
of the large red church. Land purchased at ten cents a square meter increased in value
until today the same land costs S250 a square meter. The choice of location proved
wise. The believers became active. Soon the large auditorium was filled on Sunday
mornings. The church bustled as a hub of activities. Even the government recognized
it as the central church, and any special services requested by it were held there.
From this church have come full-time workers - one now a district superintendent,
another the secretary of the National Church, a missionary to the Montagnards, and
a chaplain who recently sacrificed his life for his country. The church has also produced
a number of outstanding laymen who have been influential both spiritually and financially.
Two young people are now enrolled in the Nhatrang Bible School. Of great importance
has been the faithful witnessing band. Every Sunday afternoon is spent in visitation
and distribution of literature as they witness for Him.
In 1966 a four story education unit was added to the back of the church. It contains
a primary school for 250 pupils on the ground floor, a parsonage and guest room on the
second floor, an auditorium and witnessing band office on the third floor, and since
September, 1970, the fourth floor has housed the seminary - a new branch of the
Nhatrang Bible School.
Yes, this modern building promises to be a blessing to the Church of Jesus Christ
through its many facets, and an ever-increasing beacon, beckoning thousands of Vietnamese
to come to Jesus Christ. For all who have prayed, labored, and given sacrificially this
is your reward. To God be the glory!
By Royce Rexilius
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STUDIO
9
One Sunday afternoon every month a
group of Vietnamese young people meet
together in Studio 9 o f the Government
Television Station in Saigon to tape the
program called Love.
This is seen in
Saigon during the first Wednesday evening
of each month.
From there it is sent
throughout the country to stations located
in the provincial capitals for retelecast.
Television has claimed the interest o f
everyone - from pedicab driver, society
matron, soldier, student, official - to even
the highland tribesman not many years
removed from the jungle.
At the present time there are an estimat

ed 4 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 radios and over 1,300,000
television sets in use throughout South Viet
Nam.
For those who cannot afford in
dividual televisions the government has
placed sets under small shelters in suburbs
and villages.
The Government o f South Viet Nam
gives, without charge, 45 minutes every
month to each of the. recognized religions
- among them the "Tin Lanh."
The television program o f the Evangelical
Church, or "Tin Lanh" as it is known in
South Viet Nam, has been in existence for
over a year.
It includes music, short
messages, interviews, news, and films. Also,

the introduction o f Christian literature
through the program has brought a good
response from the viewers. Each program
has a theme.
For example, once it was
"Youth." Another time it was "The Bible,"
and featured the work o f the United Bible
Societies in Viet Nam.
At the present
time Rev. Nguyen nam Hai is in charge of
the television and radio department of the
Evangelical Church.
Working with him
are a number of talented young people
living in Saigon.
Offices are located in
the new church building o f the Central
Saigon Church.

Today, as the cities of Viet Nam are
growing rapidly, it is more difficult for
the Gospel to reach people who are busy
all day earning a living.
It is not easy
for members o f the witnessing bands to
step into the mansions of the wealthy,
surrounded by high walls and closed gates.
It is hard to penetrate apartment buildings
to pass out tracts and give a personal
witness.
And, in country areas, there is
often not enough security to hold open-air
meetings in the evening. But the Church,
in spite o f the lack of trained personnel,
has accepted the challenge of presenting
the Gospel through mass communication.
First, through the medium of radio, and
now through television, she is reaching into
every area with complete acceptance. There
are many who will not enter a church
building, but they welcome the opportunity
of hearing the Good News in the anonymity
of the village square or the privacy of their
own home.
Today, television is providing a wide
open door to proclaim the message of
salvation, giving it entrance into the hearts
of millions who do not yet know Christ.
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Communication

by Philip Young
Every missionary has given careful consideration both to the message he has come to communicate
and to the methods of communication.
It is a verbal message.

The message is the same - tire proclamation of the Gospel.

No matter how much love is in his heart the message cannot be communicated

apart from words. No longer is he able to converse naturally and easily.

English is a foreign tongue.

The transition from life in the West to life in the East brings adjustments which test his physical,
mental, and spiritual strength.
odors.

His eyes see strange new things.

His nose detects new and peculiar

His mind reacts to new customs and his body to changes in climate and diet.

His ears are

bombarded with strange unintelligible sounds and his tongue grows weary trying to mimic them.
In Viet Nam the missionary's first two years are spent learning the language.
tedious process.
and expanded.

New grammatical forms must be mastered.

It's a long, slow,

Vocabulary must be constantly drilled

His mind, ears and vocal cords must also be tuned to something new in language —

something he had formerly associated with music - that is - tones.

The same identical group of

vowels and consonants, depending on the tone, may have six different meanings.

More than one

missionary has graciously acknowledged a new acquaintance by saying, "I am very happy to pick
you up with chopsticks."

Another missionary, upon being asked where he had been, replied, to the

vast amusement of his language teacher, "1 went and gave a French lady a bath," — mixing up the
verbs "to visit" and "to bathe."
Faced with physical adjustments and long hours of study, the new missionary finds himself vulnerable
to discouragement and susceptible to hepatitis.
But the desire to communicate keeps him studying. The lime left for sowing and reaping is uncertain.
Though sometimes overwhelmed by physical and spiritual needs around him, he must realize that
his first task is to learn the language and to learn it well.
Remember to pray for die language students during their first years of ministry —

that they

might be well prepared and equipped with the most important tool in all the world to communicate
Ihe Message of Life — language.
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On the afternoon of August 1, 1 9 7 0 , in the
ancient city of Hue, the noise o f two small
explosions was heard. These charges took the lives
of two individuals who will never be forgotten
by the people of this historical place.
On January 3 0 , 1968 the Tet Offensive was in
progress.
Whole sections of the royal city of
Vietnamese kings were in the hands o f enemy troops.
But after some days of heavy fighting, the battle
began to turn against the enemy. So barbed wire
and mines were placed around the great wall of
the old city in order to slow down the Allied
progress. After a few more days o f vicious fighting
the enemy finally retreated and took refuge in the
mountains. Allied forces cJeared the area but many
mines buried in the ground were never found.
It was on that bright, sunny afternoon of
August I that a thirteen years old Vietnamese lad
slipped down the wall to pick some bananas which
grew on the mined strip of land between the moat
and the wall. He had been warned not to enter
this dangerous area but the temptation of bananas
was too great. His young friends, perched on the
wall above, watched him descend.
He reached
the ground in safety, but after taking a few steps,
the first explosion occurred.
All thai was left
below was his mangled, bleeding body. His friends
raced into the city to find his parents, and before
long, hundreds of Vietnamese had gathered with
them, looking down on the tragic scene.
What could be done to retrieve the body?
Should others climb down and possibly meet with
the same fate?
The U.S. Military was called . . . . "Can you
help us?"
Immediately two U.S. advisors, Major Keller
and Sergeant Blackmon, sped to the scene. They
were willing to be lowered down the wall by ropes

to recover the now lifeless body of the child, but
it was finally decided that it was better to use
a helicopter.
Sergeant Blackmon volunteered.
Sitting in a
sling seat suspended from the helicopter by a 100
foot rope he was lowered down to the body o f the
child. At this point it is not clear exactly what
happened. It is possible that the child's leg was
tangled in the trip wire of another mine, because, as
Sergeant Blackmon tried to free him from the barbed
wire, the second explosion occurred taking his life.
Major Keller, located on the wall, and the crew
chief in the helicopter were both injured.
Upon seeing such valor and unselfishness, the
Vietnamese community of Hue conveyed its heartfelt
appreciation and sympathy to the widow, children,
and friends of Sergeant Blackmon. A full report o f
the incident was presented on radio, television, and
in the newspapers expressing how deeply touched
they were at his sacrifice.
The city government
recommended that Sergeant Blackmon receive a
post-humous promotion and the highest medal of
honor.
In addition to a special memorial service held by
the U.S. Military, the Vietnamese government officials
requested that another be held al the Evangelical
Church o f Hue. At this service one o f the officials
stated, "Our hearts are moved beyond words and
our tears continue to flow because o f the sacrifice
of this black American who was trying not to take
life, but to save it."

N O GREATER
LOVE
FALL 1970

As the pastor spoke of the selfless, voluntary
sacrifice o f this young man, we were reminded of
another sacrifice — the death o f the Son o f God
who willingly laid down His life to rescue all who
would put Uieir trust in Him.
by LeRoy Josephson

NEWS IN BRIEF
STORK ARRIVES — Beth, Rick, and little Robbie
welcomed Kimberly Marie into the Drummond
family on July 28 in Danang. They will soon be
relocating in Quang Ngai.
THREE NEW NURSES — Marilyn Learned and
Lois Miller are in Danang studying Vietnamese,
and Mary Andrea is studying Raday so that she
may be of immediate assistance in the medical work
at Banmethuot.
BACK FROM FURLOUGH — The Franklin Irwins,
living in Saigon, are working with the Evangelism
Deep and Wide program. The LeRoy Josephsons
are working with the churches in the Hue area.
The Stanley Lemons are involved in teaching,
television, and youth work in Saigon. Mr. Lemon
is also the Vice-Chairman. The Merle Douglases are
assisting in the work among the Mnong in Quang
Due Province and living in Nhatrang, where they
are also involved in district work among the
Vietnamese. The Jim Livingstons are in Saigon
assisting with military evangelism among ARVN
troops. Nancy Mack has resumed her duties as
bookkeeper in the Mission office.
Betty Arnold
has relumed to work with the Chinese churches
in Cholon. Dawn Deets is back in Pleiku working
with the leprosarium.

world in the area of theological education by
extension.
A number of Vietnamese expressed
their desire to see an extension seminary program
begun in Vietnam.
DALAT SCHOOL PERSONNEL — A number of
new missionaries have joined the Dalat School staff,
We are happy to welcome the Steve Armstrongs,
Elmer Baxters, Esther Velhuis, Elaine Vork, Ruth
Kelck, and Carol Chryst as teachers, and the Robert
Heffers and Lynn Swansons as houseparents. The
Carl Roseveares arrived in August. Dr. Roseveare
is the new Director of the school.
Ph. D.CANDIDATE — Victor Oliver will be in
Saigon for a few months while he gathers material
for his thesis on the Cao Dai religion. He is also
serving as choir director at the International
Protestant Church.
ALLIANCE YOUTH CORPS — During this past
summer four nurses came to assist in the work.
Jean Schmidt was in Dalat, Fern Doner was in
Banmethuot, and Joyce Kryger and Joi Bulkley
were in Pleiku.
MARRIED - - On August 22, 1970 Joan Waller
and Bruce Downes were married in Fernbank,
Australia. They are pastoring an Alliance church
in Newcastle and plan to return to Viet Nam
in 1971.

BOOKKEEPER REALLOCATED — Sharon Allwine
has left the Mission office and moved to Pleiku
where she is in Jarai language study.
DALAT GRADUATE — Loretta Mitchell, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. A.E. Mitchell was a 1970 graduate
of the Dalat School. She recently returned to the
States where she plans to study nursing or pre-med
at Pacific Lutheran University.
CAMEO WORKSHOP HELD — A large number
of Vietnamese pastors and educators as well as
missionaries attended the five day session at which
Dr. C. Peter Wagner, a missionary to Bolivia, and
Rev. Ralph Covell, former missionary to China,
shared what is being done in other parts of the
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you know

that

* South Viet Nam has more television
sets per capita than any other country
in Southeast Asia.
* The Evangelical Church of Viet Nam
is divided into six districts, each with
its own superintendent.
* In Viet Nam it is considered disrespectful
for women to wear a hat in church.
* There are 14 Chaplains o f the Evangelical
Church in the Vietnamese Armed Forces.
* Americans are acquainted with "the
man in the moon," but Chinese legend
says a rabbit lives there.
* The Vietnamese say that red pepper
is "cool" and ice is "hot."
* The Stieng tribe is the only tribe in
Viet Nam where the women wear
loincloths.
* Tribespeople bury an umbrella with a
dead person so that his spirit will have
protection from the elements.
* The Oriental says "to labor in vain"
is "to scratch an itch with a boot in
between."

FALL 1970

The recent struggle in Cambodia, like
war

everywhere,

victims

produced

caught between

its

innocent

the battle lines.

Thousands of Vietnamese living in Cambodia
lost

their

lives or all of

their earthly

possessions.

Fleeing to the cities for refuge

they

little

found

comfort or protection

and so they determined to seek repatriation
to their fatherland just across the border.
But it was impossible for South Viet
Nam, itself at war and already overburdened
with
Tom Stebbins (above and Gene Hall (below) distribute food parcels

millions

of

its

own

refugees,

to

immediately receive these additional masses
of needy fellow countrymen that literally
fought to reach "home" by air, land, river,
and sea.

Phnom Penh, Cambodia's capital

city, soon saw her parks, schools, churches,
and hospitals filled to capacity with hungry,
homeless travellers.
An S 0 S
the

came to bur Mission from

Vietnamese

Welfare.

While

Department
our

of

Mission's

Social
historic

emphasis has been in the areas of evangelism
and church planting we felt that in such
a time of need we could not, as St. James
so aptly put it, say to a brother or sister
ill clad and in lack of daily food, "Go
A refugee camp in Phnom Penh

in peace, be warmed and filled," without
providing for their physical welfare.
An arrangement was made with
Department

of Social

the

Welfare for Gene

Hall, Alliance missionary in Cambodia, to
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Hungpy
purchase dried fish, sweet milk, and Chinese
sausages for distribution to the six largest
refugee

camps

Vietnamese

in

Phnom

Penh.

The

Army had already given rice

Travellers

taken from vacated enemy base camps, so
the additional supplies we gave to supple
ment then diet were deeply appreciated.
Many had not eaten one "square meal"
for days.

In each camp permission was

given to • testify

to the hungry travellers

of the love of God in Christ.
addition

to ministering

So, in

to their physical

needs, we were able to tell them of the
only One who can satisfy their spiritual
hunger.
During my twenty-four hour visit in
Phnom Penh it was also possible to witness
and

present

a

Bible to the

Vietnamese

ambassador, to visit the evangelical churches
in the city and to see unusual

openess

to the Gospel.
Now

as the refugees from Cambodia

return and settle in their ancient homeland
there are reports of many turning to Christ.
We ask the Christian world to pray with
us that many thousands of these refugees
might
fully

find

Jesus Christ who

save and satisfy

alone can

their every

need.

by Tom

Stebbins

Kobo

A LEGEND OF THE

Koho is a language group made up of seven tribes. They live in the highlands northeast of Saigon.
One day a poor old couple found themselves the parents of a son. In
obedience to the command of the sorceress they named him K'Mah (Mr. Gold).
He was an unusual child - intelligent and strong. As a baby he ate rice gruel
instead o f drinking milk and grew so quickly that he was walking at the age
of three months.
After all the rice was eaten, the old man dug up a potato every day for
them to share. But K'Mah grew tired of his potato diet. And so, one day,
after hearing his son beg for a good bowl o f rice, the old father started off
to ask a rich uncle for work. After a long journey he arrived at the home
of Big Uncle. Incensed at hearing the old man's request for a job, the rich
man drove him away. Sadly the old father left and found his way to Small
Uncle where he received the same harsh treatment.
How sorrowful the old mother was when her husband arrived back home
empty-handed, weary, and hungry. K'Mah, too, wept loudly.
But, unable
to eat potatoes any longer, he himself set out, his basket on his back, to try
his luck with the two rich uncles. Faring no better, he started back home.
As he walked he saw a curious thing - a tree with a peg sticking out o f it.
Deciding to explore his surroundings, K'Mah removed his basket from his
back, hung it up on the peg, and went off.
At home his old mother and father waited in vain for their son to return.
A search for him revealed only his empty basket hanging from the tree. Certain
that her son was dead, the old woman tried to stab herself but was prevented
by her husband who comforted her and led her back home.
As for K'Mah, he found a well where two beautiful young girls had come
to draw water. Touched by his plight the two sisters obtained permission to
bring him back home with them. K'Mah was overjoyed to accept the job o f
buffalo herder which their mother, die Mountain Goddess, offered him. He
soon discovered, however, that he was not to care for buffalo, but a large herd
of graceful deer.
After working faithfully for three years K'Mah begged for permission to
go home. Not only did the Mountain Goddess grant his request, but she also
filled his basket with rice and seeds of every kind of fruit and vegetable.
While travelling homeward K'Mah suddenly stopped and decided to plant
some fields. Then, because he had magical powers, he created slaves to help
him prepare and plant the land.
One day, when the corn was ripe, he called in workers to bring in the
harvest. Among them K'Mah recognized his old mother and father, who had,
he discovered, become slaves of Small Uncle. K'Mah was kind to his laborers,
and when they had finished the harvesting he sent them on their way well
laden with supplies. But his parents he invited to remain behind. "But we
fear we will be beaten if we do not return to our master," they replied, wondering
who this generous young chief was. After revealing his identity K'Mah promised
them his protection, whereupon they wept for joy. having believed him to be dead.
When the two uncles came to force the old couple to return, K'Mah called
for his slaves to punish them for their shameful treatment o f his parents. They
were beaten, stripped of their wealth, and sent home where they became
beggars. The old couple lived happily ever after with their son who remained
a bachelor all his life.
And . . . . so goes the proverb;
The cultivated banana tree becomes a wild one;
the buffalo becomes a deer.
The simple one becomes a chief;
the slave child becomes a great man of fortune.
The child of a chief becomes a beggar to sit beside the highway.

