
A New Venture in Cambodia 
By Rev. Harry Taylor 

A new venture at the Bible School 
of Cambodia has proved very bene
ficial for both the students and the 
future program of the school. 

It came about as the result of a 
disappointment. Because most of 
our missionary staff was being de
tained in the homeland, and the 
work was suffering as a result, w e 
had been appointed by our mission 
conference to spend several weeks 
at each mission station to hold 
short term Bible schools. I t is an 
old equation—no short term Bible 
schools results in a dearth of full 
term Bible school students. How
ever, circumstances beyond our con
trol, such as unseasonable early rains 
and a fast approaching political 
crisis, caused us to abandon this pro
posed program with deep regret, 
and instead w e began die regular 
school term ahead of schedule. 

The Lord answered prayer in a 
unique way which enabled us, at 
least partially, to meet the vital need 
of short term schools. Instead of our 
going out to the prospective students, 
they came to us. The month of 
August (vacation month for the 
public schools) was selected as a 
period of Bible training for the 
Christian youth of Cambodia at our 
national Bible school site here at Ta 
Khmau in the nation's capital, Pnom 
Penh. The only requirements were 
that the students must be Christians 
at least fifteen years old and be able 
to pay die entrance fee. 

The task of entertaining and carry
ing on a short term Bible school pro
gram in conjunction with the al
ready sizeable demands of the long 
term school was very interesting, 
though arduous. This school had 
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never before provided for a group 
of single girls, and we were put to 
it to provide adequate quarters for 
them. Though taxed to the limit, we 
were able to accept all the girls who 
applied. W e have been particularly 
impressed with the spiritual insight, 
the desire for Bible training, the re
markable ability and spiritual growth 
shown among the girls. It seems 
evident that herein lies another chal
lenge to our service for Christ in 
Cambodia. 

The new plans for a country-wide 
short term Bible school caught fire 
immediately among the Christians. 
Prospective students were planning 
to come in numbers that amazed us. 
So we were dumbfounded when just 
one week before school started, 
the government declared national 
mobilization of all boys and girls 
from fifteen years old and up. W e 
feared a fatal blow to tlu's project. 
From some areas no students were 
able to come. But in spite of cir
cumstances we had as many stud
ents as we could accommodate. All 
were school students, some receiv
ing college training. 

It has been a rewarding experi
ence to teach these earnest young 
people, many of whom show much 
promise for the future. Pray for 
these young people diat God will 
lay His hand upon their lives for 
a fruitful ministry in this land where 
the need for laborers is appallingly 
great. Next year, the Lord willing, it 
is planned to hold the school for the 
Christian youth of Cambodia before 
the regular Bible school term begins, 

thus enabling die teaching staff to 
concentrate on this important min
istry. This will be in addition to 
district short term schools held 
throughout the country. Judging 
from the interest manifested this 
year, w e conclude that the whole 
school properly will be needed to 
accommodate future needs. 

In the last testimony meeting 
many of the students witnessed to 
a work of grace the Lord had done 
in their hearts. W e are glad to say 
that these testimonies were adequate
ly corroborated by the actions and 
attitudes manifest during the month 
of school. 

One of the most important bene
fits of this new venture was the 
mutual encouragement the young 
people gained bv meeting others who 
love Christ and live for His glory. 
Many came from little groups scat
tered in outlying areas. Their con
tacts with many others living for 
the Lord has meant much to them 
and the future of the Lord's work. 
Pray for the youth of Cambodia. 
The hope of the Church in this land 
is in reaching the youth. 

God's Standing Challenge 
The power of prayer has never been 

tried to its full capacity in any church. 
If we want to see mighty wonders of 
divine power and grace wrought in 
the place of weakness, failure and dis
appointment, let the whole church 
answer God's standing challenge: "Call 
unto me, and 1 will answer thee, and 
shew thee great and mighty things, 
which thou knowest not."—j. HUDSON 
TAYLOH. 

Bible school students, Cambodia, with Mr. and Mr*. Taylor 
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In Tribal Villages 
with the Gospel 
By Mrs. Gordon H. Smith, Indo-China 

Krong Kno, home of the primitive 
Mnong Gar tribes, lies one hundred 
miles south of Banmethuot. The 
road leads over beautiful, rolling 
mountains covered with unbroken 
jungle, mad tangles of vines, bam
boos and wild banana trees. There 
had been no rain for months so as 
we traveled we stored up great 
clouds of red, powdery dust, and 
the heat was torrid. The silver 
Krong Kno river rushes through a 
beautiful valley, ringed in by lone
ly, violet mountains, soft in the heat 
haze. Wi ld elephants breed in these 
immeasurable wilds and tigers and 
leopards are plentiful. They frequent
ly visit the villages to steal pigs, 
dogs or people. 

W e camped in our bamboo chapel 
at Buon Rochai, the central village 
among these Mnong Gar people. 
T w o of our Raday evangelists, E 
Preh and E l'u, with their wives and 
children, live in the back of the 
chapel and work out among the 
valley villages. 

W e took two cases full of beauti
ful flannelgraph backgrounds and 
lessons given us by friends in 
America, and went preaching three 
or four times daily in the villages, 
to become acquainted with "our 
flock" up here. 

The shabby longhouses, around 
200 feet long by 20 wide, are built 
down on the hard-packed earth. 

The steep roofs are thickly thatched 
with native grasses woven in layers. 
The only light entering the one long 
room is that which passes through 
a low door at both ends. W e won
der how the natives can tolerate 
the smoke-filled atmosphere. Several 
generations live in one room, each 
family having a different fire built 
on some stones to support their own 
rice pot. At night pine-resin torches 
are stuck in holders down the length 
of the room and they flicker orange 
circles through the gloom. Under 
the sloping eaves of thatch-grass, 
all along one side of the longhouse, 
is a low bamboo platform to hold 
the great treasures of these tribes-
people—their forty or so pottery 
jars in which rice alcohol is made. 

The brown, half-naked Mnong 
Gar sit on their haunches about 
their fires, puffing on their long 
bamboo pipes. Some are fine speci
mens of physique, stalwart in form. 
The men as well as the women have 
their long hair rolled into a knob 
at the back of their necks. They 
have wide mouths, flat noses, and 
large dark eyes. Their top teeth are 
cut off at the gums. In the lower 
lobes of their ears they insert a 
large piece of ivory wood from five 
to six inches in circumference, and 
they wear brass and pewter brace
lets on their arms and ankles and 
many amber-colored bead necklaces. 
These tribes have been treacherous 
in character and are not long sub
dued by the French. T w o years ago 
in this very village of Buon Rochai 

Some of the Mnong Gar children who 
love the Lord tcith their teachers, E. Preh 
and E. Pu, Mrs. Smith and Miss Carolyn 
Griswold. They enfoy the greeting cards 
sent from America. 

they sacrificed eight or more of their 
own people to the demons. They 
believe in God, the Chief of the 
skies, the devils, and dimly, of some 
future state. They are full of super
stitions and live in constant fear of 
the evil spirits. 

W e sit down on the low bamboo 
platform at the side, in the long-
house, and w e set up our flannel
graph board. A good crowd gathers 
around us. What a privilege and 
tremendous responsibility it is to be 
the first, along with our native evan
gelists, to tell these needy people 
the story of redemption, and to lead 
them to know their Saviour. They 
listen respectfully and enjoy the 
vivid scenes and pictures, but many 
times there seems to be very little 
response. One by one they go back 
again to their spinning, or weaving 
of baskets, or drinking at their rice-
wine jars, and by and by w e are 
left alone. They like to hear about 
Christ and His love but they do not 
want to give up their alcohol jars 
and lose their animal sacrifices. 

The devil strongly holds his prey 
here. But the Great Deliverer can 
take these captives away from this 
mighty foe. W e must pray. 'This 
kind goeth not out but by prayer 
and fasting." 

E Preh and E Pu already have 
won around fifteen fine boys and 
girls to Christ. Also a few older 
ones have believed. One is a young 
couple with twins. E Preh persuaded 
them to let the babies live, as these 
tribespeople fear twins and usually 
kill them at birth. W e supplied 
canned milk and some clothing for 
the babies. 

As we preached through the valley 
in seven or eight villages, over 
twenty people prayed and accepted 
Christ. W e are making friends with 
these wild people and sowing the 
Seed and w e believe that some day 
there will be a great harvest at the 
Krong Kno. 

On a later visit we went to three 
villages a day, and twelve more 
precious Mnong Gar people be
lieved on Christ. In one of the vil
lages there are now twenty-eight be
lievers; they will be building their 
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own little chapel soon . d are ask
ing for a preacher of their own to 
live in their village with them. 

Mr. Smith and our three Viet
namese evangelists, Messrs. Nhuong, 
Sung and Cung, went exploring 
one week in a region 200 miles west 
of us, among the primitive Stieng 
and Mnong Deep tribes. They found 
an open door at the important post 
of Nui Bara and the Cungs will be 
moving into this center soon. They 
will be the first to carry the gospel 
to the Mnong Deep tribe. W e hope 
for a missionary couple from America 
to come out soon and head up the 
pioneer work at Budop in the vast, 
unoccupied Stieng section. 

Our Bible school classes opened 
up again on July 1. Many new stu
dents are coming in. Our publica
tion work must also be strongly em
phasized. W e are now preparing 
many tracts and booklets for pub
lication by our mission press at 
Dalat. T o our tribespeople these 
tracts arc not common but are very 1< 
precious. These spiritual books and A 
portions of the Bible are the only b 
reading material they have. I t is a h 
tremendous privilege to share in n 
getting them printed. a 

The responsibilities we face here ^ 
are too big for us. The answer is v 

prayer. God makes possible our 
every advance through the faithful h 
intercession of you at home. Share ti 
the burdens with us. c 

a 

A Mnong Gar tribeswoman \ 
G. H . Smith K 
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