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REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

Beginning the night of January 30, 1968 and during the following days, vio
lat ing a truce which they themselves had proposed and announced, elements of the 
armed forces of North Vietnam and the National Liberation Front launched a gener
al attack against the main urban centers and the capital c i ty of the Republic of 
Vietnam—at the very moment when the entire DODulation in South Vietnam was pre-
paring to celebrate their tradit ional fest ival of the Lunar New Year in joy and 
t ranqu i l l i t y . 

The communist attack fai led everywhere thanks to the speedy and ef f ic ient 
intervention of Vietnamese and Al l ied armed forces, which in f l i c ted enormous loss
es on the aggressors in personnel as well as in armaments of a l l kinds. In the 
course of their hasty retreat, communist elements i n f i l t r a ted into heavily poou-
lated suburban areas, even hospitals, pagodas and other places of worship, murder
ing women and children and using the c iv i l ian population as a human shield. 

The Government of the Republic of Vietnam denounces before world public 
opinion the inhuman acts carried out by the communists of North Vietnam and the 
National Liberation Front who had prepared their open and characteristic aggres
sion for many months and who had taken advantage of the New Year truce to sow 
destruction among peaceful and Innocent people. The obvious perfidy and hypoc
risy of the communists only emphasize more strongly the deceitful and propagan
d i s t s nature of the appeals for peace and negotiations recently put forth by 
North Vietnam. No one can believe any more that the real objective of the de
mand by the Hanoi authorities for an unconditional bombing pause is to restore 
peace. 

The Government of the Republic of Vietnam wishes to reaffirm that the bomb
ing raids against North Vietnam constitute an act of legitimate defense and cannot 
be discontinued unt i l the North Vietnamese communists accept to renounce a l l acts 
of aggression and to stop a l l i n f i l t r a t i on into South Vietnam. 

The Government of the Republic of Vietnam warmly thanks the Al l ied Forces 
which have provided strong support to the Vietnamese Armed Forces in their success
ful stand against the communists' premeditated offensive. Due to the extent of 
the destruction and sufferings sustained by the Vietnamese c iv i l ian population, the 
Government of the Republic of Vietnam urgently appeals to the Governments and 
peoples of fr iendly countries as well as to international re l ie f agencies for a 
speedy assistance program on behalf of the victims of communist at roc i t ies. 

Saigon 
February 4, 1968 
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VIOLATION OF THE LUNAR NEW YEAR TRUCE 

Since the first day of the Lunar New Year, the communists have 
staged a series of attacks against a number of cities in the Repub
lic of Vietnam, including the capital city of Saigon and the former 
imperial city of Hue. 

This series of concerted attacks in various areas of the coun
try was obviously premeditated and planned well ahead of the truce 
period. In carrying out these attacks, the communists not only man
aged to break their own proclaimed truce but also showed a complete 
disregard for the traditional spirit of the Vietnamese New Year 
Holiday. For Tet, or the Vietnamese Lunar New Year, is an especially 
important celebration for the Vietnamese people. As one Western 
newsman put it, "The Vietnamese Tet is all holidays in one. During 
the three days, there is a time to eat and drink, a time to pray, a 
time for family and friends and for the settling of accounts. Tet 
is serious without being solemn and gay without being frivolous." 

On the occasion of Tet, this year as in past years, the Repub
lic of Vietnam agreed to a pause in the fighting. However, being 
aware of the treacherous actions of the communists in past truces, 
it could not accept the communist call for a seven-day truce this 
year. Instead, it proclaimed a 48-hour truce, later shortened to 36 
hours due to intelligence warning about a communist offensive dur
ing the holidays. The 36-hour truce was cancelled altogether for 
the I Corps area after the communists violated it by shelling allied 
military installations at Danang on January 30. Even the 7-day truce 
proclaimed by the communists was only a half hour old when communist 
guerrillas shelled a government subdistrict headquarter 25 miles west 
of Saigon. 

A SERIES OF PREMEDITATED ATTACKS 

On the basis of documents captured since last fall, the general 
conclusion has been for months now that the communists would mount a 
strong general offensive, possibly hoping for an extraordinary vic
tory to weaken the resolve of the Republic of Vietnam and the United 
States and to create conditions for a negotiated settlement on their 
terms. 

On January 30, the Front issued its order of the day to "all 
cadres, combatants of the People's Liberation Armed Forces and all 
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TWO INNOCENT VICTIMS OF THE COMMUNIST ATTACKS 

A five-year old boy shows bruises on face Young girl in mourning attire at the funerals 
and burns on legs. of her father, a Saigon policeman, killed 

during the fighting. 



compatriots" to rise up against the government of the Republic 
of Vietnam and the United States forces. 

Early on January 30, a day on which both sides had been 
committed to a cease fire, the communists opened their big co
ordinated drive against a number of widely scattered cities and 
towns. At Da Nang, they attacked the U.S. airbase and attempted 
to blow up a highway bridge. At Nha Trang, they shelled the 
Allied airbase and a Vietnamese Navy Training Center and then 
launched a ground attack. Other raids were carried out against 
the towns of Kontum, Pleiku and Banmethuot in the Central High
lands, and against Tuy Hoa, Qui Nhon, and Hoi An along the cen
tral coast. Most of the fighting involved the Vietnamese Armed 
Forces which were later reinforced by Allied troops. 

In the early hours of January 31, the communists launched 
another series of attacks against a number of urban centers, in
cluding the capital of Saigon. The attack against Saigon began 
about 3:00 a.m. Besides the U.S. Embassy and some other Allied 
installations, the communists attacked the Tan Son Nhut Airport, 
the Vietnamese Joint General Staff compound, the Vietnamese Navy 
Headquarters, the Saigon Radio Station, and police precincts. 

In Hue, the communists invaded the Imperial Citadel grounds, 
long considered off the war zone, and used palaces, museums and 
pagodas as sniping shields. They also invaded a number of schools, 
including the University of Hue and places of worship such as the 
Hue Catholic Cathedral and used them as battle forts. Here as in 
other urban centers, government and allied troops have to exercise 
great restraint and have been making slow progress because of their 
concern for the fate of the civilian population practically held 
hostages by the communists. Progress in other areas of the coun
try from Quang Tri to the Mekong Delta has been decisively in 
our favor. 

BEARING THE BRUNT OF THE ATTACK 

All evidence indicates that it was the Vietnamese civilians, 
government and armed forces personnel who bore the brunt of 
the communist offensive. Our response was nevertheless energetic 
and effective. Militarily, we wrested back control of most 
cities, with overwhelming losses to the enemy. Civilian 
casualties are estimated to be in the thousands. As for military 
casualties, as of noon, Tuesday, February 6 (Saigon time), the 
Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces have lost 1,149 killed and nearly 
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5000 wounded to a total of 21,884 enemy killed and close to 5000 
captured. U.S. military casualties are 571 killed and about 3000 
wounded, and other Allied are 21 killed and over 100 wounded. 

EMERGENCY MEASURES 

Due to this national emergency, the government of the Repub
lic of Vietnam proclaimed on January 31 a state of martial law 
throughout the territory of the Republic, and called on the popu
lation to remain calm and to assist the government in rooting out 
the communist guerrillas so as to restore peace and order. 

As provided for by Article 64 of the Constitution, the Nation
al Assembly has the right to approve, amend, or annul the govern
ment's proclamation of a state of emergency within twelve days. 
The National Assembly, however, did not wait that long. On Feb
ruary 2, the Secretariat of both the Upper House and the Lower 
House issued a joint communique denouncing before domestic and 
world public opinion the treachery and the inhumanity of the com
munists and pledging full cooperation with the Executive in the 
restoration of normal life throughout the Republic. The communi
que was signed by Mr. Nguyen Van Huyen, President of the Upper 
House and Mr. Nguyen Ba Luong, Speaker of the Lower House. Further
more, the House passed on February 4 a resolution opposing commur 
nism and any form of coalition government, pledging cooperation 
with the Executive, appealing for national unity and solidarity, 
and expressing gratitude for gallantry displayed by the Vietnamese 
and Allied troops. On February 7, the Vietnamese Upper House 
adopted a resolution denouncing the savage actions of the commu
nists, expressing gratitude to the Vietnamese and Allied forces 
as well as to the population for their effective and speedy re
action against the communist offensive. The resolution also urges 
the government to take measures necessary to deal with the emer
gency. 

The government has reacted quickly to the situation not only 
by military measures, but also by setting up a Central Relief 
Committee under the direction of the Vice President of the Repub
lic of Vietnam. The immediate goal of the committee is to restore 
security and order, to set up a supply and distribution system, to 
assist the victims of the attacks, and to help organize the people 
for self-defense as further incursions by the communists are ex
pected. 
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A Vietnamese military officer carries his dead child 
from his home. His whole family was executed by the 
communists during the night of February 1st, 1968 
while he was out leading a counterattack. 
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THE ATTACKS AND POPULAR REACTIONS 

As of February 6, the communists have suffered more than 
21,000 killed and nearly 5,000 captured as a result of their raids 
against various areas in the country. This certainly represents 
a huge bloodletting of the communist forces in South Vietnam. A 
comparison with the casualties sustained by the Vietnamese and 
Allied forces leaves no doubt as to who actually won the battles. 

Many of the units committed to the Tet attacks were defin
itely fanatic and suicidal. Except for a few instances, they 
were not able to seize and hold any area or installation for any 
length of time. Such ventures were certain to deprive the com
munists of some of their elite troops since, according to former 
communist Lt. Col. Huynh Cu who rallied to the national cause and 
is currently Assistant Secretary for Open Arms in the government 
of the Republic of Vietnam, many of the attacking elements were 
highly trained guerrillas and demolition experts. Consequently, 
one killed in city fighting is believed to be worth ten killed in 
an open battle. 

Furthermore, by carrying their savage attacks at Tet time, the 
communists have incensed the whole population. They have brought 
deaths and sufferings into the midst of heavily populated urban 
centers and have caused many civilians to be caught in the cross
fire and to be homeless as a consequence of the fighting and re
sulting destruction. 

The communists also seriously misjudged the sentiments of the 
South Vietnamese population. They declared on Radio Hanoi on Feb
ruary 2 that their attacks against urban centers were part of a 
general offensive aimed at overthrowing the government of the 
Republic of Vietnam. They addressed their appeal to the population 
in the South and expected a popular uprising which never came off. 
Instead, various segments of the population have one by one spoken 
out against their coordinated campaign of terror. On February 1, 
the Venerable Thich Tarn Chau, former Director of the Unified 
Buddhist Church, issued a statement in which he vehemently de
nounced the inhuman conduct of the communists who took advantage 
of the Lunar New Year Truce to sneak into crowded cities to commit 
sabotage actions and create disturbance in complete disregard for 
the people's traditional Tet celebrations. He also appealed to 
the Vietnamese citizens to urgently organize themselves into 'anti-
communist groups' to protect their families and the national 
territory. 
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Burial ceremony for ARVN Lt. Col. Nguyen Tuan, his wife and his five children, all 
slain by the communist raiders. Colonel Tuan was commander of the Thu Due Armor 
School near Saigon. 



Mr. Tran Quoc Buu, President of the Vietnam Confederation of 
Labor, also issued a statement strongly criticizing the recent 
communist attacks and calling on all workers to close ranks to 
defeat the communist aggressors. Mr. Phan Khac Suu, former Chief 
of State, and President of the Constituent Assembly, declared that 
"the communists have broken all hope for peace by their large 
scale attacks on the South. It is they who will escalate the war 
in the future". 

And according to Time magazine (Feb. 9), "in Da Nang when a 
Viet Cong rose at a Buddhist Tet service with a pistol in one hand 
and a bullhorn in the other, bidding the crowd to support the 
'uprising' the Buddhists seized him and his two comrades and turned 
them over to the South Vietnamese police." 

In Saigon, in response to an appeal by the national police for 
help in restoring law and order, residents in two districts cap
tured two armed communist military cadres on February 4. The 
first communist agent was caught at Phan Dinh Phung Street when 
he broke into the home of a resident. The houseowner snatched 
the AK-50 submachine gun from the communist and yelled for help. 
People in the neighborhood rushed in and tied him up before call
ing the police. The second communist was captured on Su Van Hanh 
Street when he tried to enter a house and was struck in the head 
by the woman houseowner with a piece of wood. He dropped his 
pistol and fell unconscious. The police rushed in from the street 
and seized him. Isolated incidents like these throughout the 
territory of the Republic clearly reflect the sentiments of the 
Vietnamese population toward the disturbances caused by the com
munists. 

WHAT ARE THE COMMUNISTS TRYING TO PROVE? 

Since late 1965, the communists have suffered defeat after 
defeat in the battlefields of South Vietnam. Most stunning were 
the defeats suffered by the North Vietnamese regular units at the 
battles of Loc Ninh and Dakto only last November. It has been 
clear to Hanoi for some time now that something drastic had to be 
done in the South in order to bolster the morale of their troops. 
In addition, the pacification program of the Republic of Vietnam 
was progressing reasonably satisfactorily in many areas to the 
extent that during the past year pacification workers have become 
favorite targets of the communist terrorists. The record turnout 
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and results of a series of five elections in the course of four
teen months culminating last fall in the reestablishment of a rep
resentative and democratic system of government in South Vietnam 
convinced the communists that they have little support among the 
South Vietnamese population. 

For these reasons, the communists wanted to show in a most 
dramatic way that they are stil] a force to be reckoned with in 
South Vietnam. Their offensive against major urban centers, es
pecially the attack carried out by communist suicide squads against 
the capital city, was only a move designed to create big headlines 
and to make an impression on a large number of people. In spite 
of the communist so-called show of force, no segment of the popu
lation favorably responds to their call for a popular uprising. 
Instead, the net effect is that there is more hatred and distrust 
of the communists now than ever before, especially in view of the 
many atrocities committed by them against the people including 
women and children. In Saigon, an army officer who returned home 
after the fighting found that his whole family had been slain by 
the communists. Also in Saigon, a camp commander was beheaded, 
his wife and six children were all lined up and machine-gunned by 
the raiders when the camp was overrun. In Banmethuot, five Ameri
can missionaries who were members of the leper hospital staff were 
slain by the raiders. Their bodies were left in the area, with 
boobytraps attached to them when Allied troops reached there. 
These are just a few examples of the repulsive crimes committed by 
those who call themselves "forces of liberation." The brutal 
attacks have brought untold sufferings to the population. Not 
only was their most sacred family holiday bloodily disrupted, but 
the brutality of the communists are now brought home to millions 
more people in urban centers. 

CONCLUSION 

The acts of terror carried out against the people of the 
Republic of Vietnam during the past week will serve as a constant 
reminder to free people everywhere about the communists' willing
ness to resort to the most brutal methods to achieve whatever 
objectives they have. Events of the past week should also be a 
grim reminder to whoever still believes in the communists' sin
cerity and desire to bring their aggressive war to a peaceful end. 
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A P PE N D I X 

REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

COMMUNIQUE 

In the course of the past few days there have been 
increasing evidence and visible military actions which 
establish conclusively that North Vietnamese forces are 
engaged in a major offensive against the northern areas 
of the Republic of Vietnam. There has been an extensive 
build-up of North Vietnamese forces around Khe Sanh, 
including large numbers of troops in neighboring areas 
of Laos. In addition, there is visible supply activity 
on large scale in the southern areas of North Vietnam 
obviously designed to support this offensive. 

These developments are dramatic further evidence of 
open North Vietnamese aggression against the Republic 
of Vietnam combined with the wholesale North Vietnamese 
and Viet Cong violations of the Christmas and New Year 
truces. These threatening preparations and actions 
underline how little respect the aggressors have for the 
peaceful purposes behind our proposals for truces during 
these traditional holidays. 

In this situation the Republic of Vietnam has decided, 
in consultation with its allies, that the earlier 
announced provisions of the Tet truce cannot be applied 
in certain areas without serious risk to the lives of the 
defending South Vietnamese and American forces. In order 
to protect these defending forces, therefore, the Tet truce 
will not be applied by Vietnamese and Allied forces in 
the First Corps Area of the Republic of Vietnam. However, 
in the face of the massive logistical buildup in support 
of this offensive, it has also been decided that the 
previously planned cessation of the bombing of supply routes 
in North Vietnam will not be applied in the areas south of 
Vinh through which these supplies are flowing. It is a 
source of genuine regret to the Republic of Vietnam that 
the enemy's actions have necessitated these defensive 
measures and have made impossible the peaceful observance 
of the traditional Tet holidays in these areas. 

Saigon 
January 29, 1968 
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EXCERPTS PROM MESSAGES OF 
PRESIDENT NGUYEN VAN THIEU TO THE PEOPLE OF VIETNAM 

Proclamation of a State of National Emergency 
(January 31, 1968) 

Dear Compatriotst 

First of all, I appeal to you to remain calm, strictly to 
follow orders of local authorities which are aimed at insuring 
your security, to lend a hand to the armed forces and public 
force agents to annihilate the communists who are still mingling 
among the people, or immediately to quit the places where they 
are hiding. 

Second, I have decided to proclaim martial law throughout 
the territory of the Republic of Vietnam beginning today till 
further notice. 

Third, I order temporary closing down of all places of 
entertainment such as theatres, tea houses, nightclubs, and so 
forth. 

Fourth, I must remind you that the war situation proclaimed 
in the past is still in force. All forms of meetings or demonstra
tions are strictly forbidden. All activities causing disturbance 
to public security and order, that is all political movements 
lending a hand to communism under a label of peace and coalition 
government, will be severely punished. 

Dear compatriots, once again I call on you to remain calm 
and to help the government and armed forces annihilate the 
destructive communists. Emergency measures taken by the government 
must be strictly applied by the compatriots. These measures 
are planned only to restore security and order to the nation. 

Report to the people on the communist attacks 
(February 2, 1968) 

Dear Compatriots: 

While I am speaking to you, despite the fact that in a few 
provincial capitals throughout the country our armed forces must 
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capacity, they will endeavor to win some significant military 
victories in a number of areas, or at least in an important area, 
and exchange these for something at the negotiation table. At the 
same time, they will try to disrupt our internal political situation 
and force us to set up a coalition government with them. Thus 
they will end a war which they are incapable and have no hope 
of winning and, at the same time, achieve for themselves an 
advantageous position, because through this coalition government 
they will be able to communize all of Vietnam under the 
domination of Hanoi. This coordination between politics and the 
military aimed at creating some response and exerting some pressure 
will occur again this year... 

But our government is determined to side with our Allies to 
prevent the communists from winning militarily. Our government 
is also determined to reject any political solution leading to 
the setting up of a coalition government with the communists. 
Our allies have asserted the same views. All communist propaganda 
arguments that the Americans agreed with them about the launching 
of this Tet general offensive to force the Vietnamese Government 
to accept a coalition government are fallacious arguments which 
the communists are accustomed to using. 

As long as the communists stubbornly engage in aggressive 
and sabotaging activities in the south, our government is 
determined to stick fast to the stand which it has clearly set 
forth and which it has reiterated many times in the recent past. 
Our allies hold the same views. The government is determined to 
implement many policies and programs, which I presented before 
the National Assembly on January 25, 1968, dealing with national 
construction and the restoration of genuine peace in Vietnam 
along the lines which we have laid down... 

In the face of the communists' wicked intentions, stubborn 
attitude, and obvious schemes and determination to resort to 
violence and terrorism to achieve their political objective and to 
rule over the southern people with the dictatorial communist 
regime, once again I sincerely appeal to all anticommunist national
ist elements belonging to all religious, political, and social 
organizations to unite into strong political forces among the 
masses in order to assist the armed forces in their fight and to 
support the government so it can maintain its stand and carry 
out its policy and plan in order to lead the entire people's 
struggle to success... 
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REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

JOINT COMMUNIQUE 

(Issued by the Secretariats of the Upper 
and Lower Houses of the National Assembly) 

In the midst of the most sacred hours of this tradi
tional holiday, a band of communists, ignoring the cease
fire, made an all-out and foolhardy attempt to take over 
various installations in Saigon and a number of other 
places in the country, in a desperate effort to cause 
political reverberations which would cover up their con-
tinous military defeats of recent months. 

In the face of this deceitful plot, the National 
Assembly of the Republic of Vietnam: 

1) Denounces before world and domestic opinion this 
treacherous scheme of the communists, who proposed a 
seven-day cease-fire in order to take advantage of that 
opportunity to carry out a pre-determined military plan. 

2) Denounces the inhumane character of the communists, 
who paid no heed to life and property of the people during 
this period when the people were joyously welcoming the new 
year. 

The National Assembly of the Republic of Vietnam is 
following developments in the situation on a minute by 
minute basis, and is cooperating closely with the Execu
tive to carry out effective measures aimed at restoring 
security and order as soon as possible, protecting life 
and property of the people, regularizing the system of 
supply, aiding victims, and re-establishing normal life 
throughout the country. 

The National Assembly earnestly appeals to people to 
be vigilant in the face of distorted propaganda of the 
communists, to maintain firm confidence in the national 
cause, and to close ranks in order to clear out communist 
elements who may still mingle among the people. 

Saigon 
February 2, 1968 

(Signed) NGUYEN VAN HUYEN 
President, Upper House 

NGUYEN BA LUONG 
Speaker, Lower House 
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REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

LOWER HOUSE 

RESOLUTION 

While the sound of firing is still heard, the Lower 
House of the Republic of Vietnam has met to review 
developments. 

Representative of the entire people of Vietnam, the 
Lower House solemnly swears: 

First: The position of the Lower House remains 
unchanged: To oppose communism and any form of coalition 
with the communists or their puppets. 

Second: Now more than ever before, the Lower House 
positively supports and cooperates with the Executive in 
the task of re-establishing security and normalizing the 
life of people. 

Third: The Lower House ardently appeals to all groups 
and classes of people to be understanding and accept those 
measures necessary to restore security, and join hands 
with the Government in fighting the communists. 

Fourth: The Lower House expresses its gratitude to 
the Armed Forces of the Republic of Vietnam and Allied 
forces for their effort and sacrifices in counter
attacking the communists. 

The Lower House is confident that these sacrifices 
are certain to bring final victory. 

Saigon 
February 4, 1968 
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REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

UPPER HOUSE 

RESOLUTION 
(Unanimously adopted by all 4 3 Senators in attendance) 

The Upper House: 

After hearing a report by the Committee on National 
Defense on developments concerning the communist attacks on 
Saigon and various provinces throughout the Republic of 
Vietnam; 

After discussion; 

Be it resolved; 

1) That the Upper House hereby denounces the savage 
actions of the communists who cynically deceived the people 
by ordering a Tet ceasefire in order to carry out their 
preconceived plot to attack various cities during these 
most sacred hours. They destroyed the lives and property 
of the people, and in particular took advantage of places 
of worship, hospitals and schools for use as combat bases, 
because they were not given assistance by the people. 

2) The Upper House is extremely concerned about the 
welfare of the people in those zones in which the communists 
have forcibly taken refuge, and declares that assistance 
and protection for those compatriots be a matter of priority. 

3) The Upper House expresses its gratitude to the 
soldiers, cadres and compatriots of every class, religion 
and political party who devoted their labor and their 
blood to the defense of the nation and smashed the communist 
plot to take over the government. The Upper House affirms 
its heartfelt support for the soldiers, cadres and compatriots 
in their courageous actions. 
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4) T h e U p p e r H o u s e a p p l a u d s t h e e f f e c t i v e c o n t r i b u t i o n s 
o f allied m i l i t a r y f o r c e s , e s p e c i a l l y t h e armed forces o f 
the U n i t e d S t a t e s , in p r o t e c t i n g t h e R e p u b l i c o f V i e t n a m 
from t h e a g g r e s s i v e actions o f the c o m m u n i s t s . T h e U p p e r 
H o u s e e x p r e s s e s its g r a t i t u d e to the A l l i e d s o l d i e r s who 
fought side b y side w i t h t h e s o l d i e r s , c a d r e s and p e o p l e 
o f the R e p u b l i c o f V i e t n a m . 

5) T h e U p p e r H o u s e w a r m l y w e l c o m e s t h e m o v e m e n t 
toward u n i t y and c o o p e r a t i o n b e t w e e n t h e p e o p l e and the 
a u t h o r i t i e s for s e l f - d e f e n s e . T h e U p p e r H o u s e u r g e s 
p u b l i c a g e n c i e s to b r i n g that unity to fruition in o r d e r t o : 

a) c o n t i n u e to d e f e a t t h e c o m m u n i s t s and c o n s t r u c t 
t h e n a t i o n ; 

b ) h e i g h t e n the v i g i l a n c e o f the p e o p l e so that 
t h e y w i l l not b e d e c e i v e d b y t h e d i v i s i v e p l o t s 
o f t h e enemy; 

c) c o n t r i b u t e financial and m a t e r i a l resources to 
aid t h e v i c t i m s o f t h e s e r e c e n t events; 

d) s e v e r e l y p u n i s h and p r e v e n t c o r r u p t e l e m e n t s from 
t a k i n g a d v a n t a g e o f t h e s i t u a t i o n for illegal 
f i n a n c i a l gain; 

e) d e v e l o p a m o v e m e n t o f g r o u p s ' and p e o p l e s ' armed 
s e l f - d e f e n s e . 

S a i g o n 
F e b r u a r y 7, 1 9 6 8 
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VIETNAM CONFEDERATION OF LABOR 
CENTRAL BUREAU 

STATEMENT 

- Considering that the Armed Forces of the Viet Cong 
have invaded the capital area of Saigon-Cholon-Giadinh 
and in chief towns during the Lunar New Year's truce? 

Considering that the people's quarters generally and 
the working class quarters especially were treacherously 
used by the Viet Cong for concealment and as a battleground 
to combat the Army of the Republic of Vietnam; 

- Considering that the workers and their families have 
become as a matter of fact the miserable victims of 
street fighting inside the cities; 

Considering that the permanent position of the Vietnam 
Confederation of Labor is anti-war and for realization of 
peace by constructive social action, based on brotherhood, 
in order to protect the sacred freedom of man within the 
framework of social communities. 

The Bureau of the Vietnam Confederation of Labor in its 
extraordinary meeting on February 2, 1968 in Saigon issued 
the following communique: 

- We condemn the criminal actions of the communists in 
causing war during the days of the truce; 

- Earnestly appeal to all brothers and sisters, cadres 
and members over the country to be calm and to tighten their 
ranks in these troubled and perilous days; 

Earnestly request the Government to apply suitable 
measures to protect the lives and properties of the people 
and to restore quickly the general security and public order. 

Saigon Tran Quoc Buu 
February 2, 1968 President 

Tran Huu Quyen 
Secretary-General 
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