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This name, like most of the proper names in the An-
namese language, is quite suggestive,, It is composed of
two words or character, *An Nam™ :’The first, means,
“Peace” or "Tranquillity,.” and the second signifies “South.”
Thus the sub-title is simply the translation of the title.

“This name was formerly uned for the name of all Ton-
kin, Annam and Cochin- (,hma, but at present it is the name
of only one of the five States of the French Protectorate,
ramely—Annam, I'cm]\m, Cochin-China, Cambodia, and
Laos. eee—Yfi—uit £ hed i <
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ChinarP It seems quite probable that they have been driven

crirth By a mere nroorescive and vitile race. It is thoueht

sana years ago. Aheir history dates back that far and ,
various t:mca they are found to be in bondage to the Clu-
nese:m&/ﬁ*am and again have they shown their national
spirit by repeated revolts. Their present relations with the
French Government have come through internal strife and
Lhmem oppression.

"Frefich activities in Annam first began when one of
the kings sought aid of France late in the 18th century,
This was done to chéck Chinese influence, but when the
Annamese turned and slew several Catholic missionaries,
the French Government promptly took steps to punish the
offenders and concluded the matter by making the Annam-
ese Emperor’'s domains a French Protectorate, WAhile-sl]

- During the past twent_', -five years of French occupation,
railways have been built in Cochin-China, Annam and Ton-
kin at enormous expense. Fublic roads have been made
and public buildings erected. ot
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The matter of population in Annam is about as certain
as elsewhere in the Orient. The leading year book issued
in the coleny sometimes states the population of all French
Indo-China to be from/11,000,000 to 20,000,000. The fact is
it is well nigh impossible to take any reliable census of an
Oriental people. The‘ following, however, seems to be a
conservative estimate| of the population. Tonkin 15,000,
000; Annam 6000000 Cochin-China 3,000,000; Cambodia
1,000,000, and Laos 2j000,000. This would make a total of
27,000,000 people under French mﬂuence: b hteedyetia £
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to-musmbes, Think of all these millions as *unreached and
uncared for.™’ One is constrained to ask, *Ts it possible that
there are so many who have never heard, while the churches
at home surrounded by luxury, are rapidly losing their pil-
grim character and failing to carry out the command of the
Lord Jesus Christ?’
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One oi™lpe most! remarkable proofs
Chinese people®~helong to the gre ongolian race is
found in the similarMy of their Jaffeuages. The chief lan-
guages of China have ur to nine tones. The An-
namese and Thai tribe twg eight tones, and they cor-
respond to the eight tones of Cangnese but do not have
the middle engefing tone of the Canfdmgse. Many words
om the Man-

t the Indo-
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oM or tone. Auee
) s

The popular name for the Annamese tongue is “TFewek

ngii,” or natieal language. The Catholics, however, have
made a Romanized system and applied this name to their
written system fweo-that one-might take-it-to-be the-original
written-form-of the-people. The Annamese have made the
literature of China their owng,and today they have no other|
classics than those of the Chinese, Many of the Chinese
chararters are nsed in writine the vernaeniar hiut there are
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the educated class the classical books are read in Annam
as well as in China {but the colloquial books of one coun-
try are quite unintelligible in the other. Then, too, as there
is such a difference between Annamese colloquial and the
classical, it is imperative to employ the colloguial to a
greater extent than in China. \
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The Annamese are very religious. For centuries they
have worshiped some outside and unseen power that per-
chance they might receive immunity from evil and obtain
blessing. The three rehg;ons;}ﬁuddh:sm, Taoismgand Con-
fucianismy are found in Anna .and each one has a numer-
ous following. Indeed, the s me people may wofhip ac-
cording to all of these doctri An Annamese can leave
a Duddhist or Taoist ceremjny and proceed to worship
his ancestors in a Confucian temple without a sense of
shame or hypocrisy. But what have these systems of wor-
ship ever done for the Oriental? Always holding out hope
and yet leading to the darkes mght where one ray of hght
can never shine, s—hav

1¢ Catholics have been lo¢ated in Annam for more thp

300 yégrs. Their policy here i5 not essentially different ffom
what it ¥g in other Mission lands,and their fruits are“just as
deplorable) They manifest the g“reatest zeal and hafe penetra-
ted to the mist remote parts of|the land. It isArue they have
established howpitals and schodls at varigu§ places, but this
beneficence is rokbed of its vir!ﬁ.xe whep”One must continually
witness the merceyry actions of ope”who should give himself
to the spiritual regeégeration of/a heathen people. What a
travesty it is upon religion thdt one who is seeking light and
help should he led into error and awake to find his soul
and body and earthly pbsséssions bound to those who offer so
little spirithal comfeft.

" Although olicism has
nam, yet theAesemblance betweg

3% long been established in An-
Buddhism and Romanism is

so strikipe to even the untutored nAtive that he does not deem
it wg while to change his from the ethical view
poit, \ s cgmmercial motives.
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of their nghive religiong.e = belidpe_that the prpsent rfio-
ment is the time to Mg them the (hospelgf Salvation, that
they mak learn 6t thg way of Righteousnessi~Hgliness and

Eternal’Life.
. PROFESPANT-ITTSSTONT

While Protestant societies have been hindered by various
circumstances, finally an entrance has been effected and our
Society has opened one station at Tourane, Annam, Messrs.
Hughes and Hosler were appointed to the Annamese work in
the summer of 1910, and proceeded to study French. Mr.
Hughes passed away very suddenly the next year, and Mr.
Hosler went alone to Annam, where he was joined by Mr,
Soderberg, early in 1912. The Mission force this year (1913)
consists of Mr. Soderberg and Mr. and Mrs. Hosler. We are
encouraged to learn that the Board will be able to send out
some young married couples or some single men and women

this year,
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Lord-has-beea—with-wein-blesneand—we havebeen—able~to
Tive—torth-the Wordto—emereedysal.

" The work is truly in the pioneer stage. In China the new
missionary now finds translations ready to use, but in Annam
we have neither Bible, hymn-book nor any other Christian
literature. The work is in its initial stages and the best that
we can do i¢ to plod along slowly, gaining experience and lay-
ing the foundations for our future labors. We have aiready
opened a Sunday service for t{ne Annamese. A copy of Mark’s
Gospel in Annamese colloquial has been prepared and several
Gospel songs translated. W'jlh these we opened our first ser-
vice in April of this year. It was surely a joy after so much
preparation and study in tonese, French and Annamese,
to be able to give some witniess for Christ in the Annamese
tongue. L
" This Gospel of Mark is about all that we have to use in
preaching and it has been agfced that we should issue a small
tentative edition that it may/be used and criticised before we
need a large edition for aneral circulation. This year we
hope to continue revising translations of Matthew, Luke, John
and Acts, which were made by a Catholic from the French
Ostervald Bible. Later, we expect to do some original work
md._.tha-LosMﬂng. to translate the entire New Testament.

I\early wo  years agoiwe baptised one of Mr. Bonnet's
colpcr%eurs “8o far as we know, he is the first baptised An-
namibe in the Protestant Mission. We also rejoice to say that
there are now three more Ten awaiting baptism.
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“Surely the facts whlch we havé just-passed=evesr will re-
veal to our friends at hume the great need of this portlon of
the mission field. While we have entered, it is still “Tinoc-
cupied territory.”™ We are settled in the very center of the
Annamese speaking race,_jand are only about four hours jour-
ney from the Capitol, “§1%. Bonnet the agent of the British and
Foreign Society has beed in Annam for more than ten years

and is now located at Haiphong. Mr. Audetat is also located
at Song Khone in Laos and has an encouraging work. Outside
of these two agencies there are no others directly concerned in
‘giving the Gospel of God's Grace to the many millions in the
many provinces of Anmam, Tonkin and Cochin-China.

Img,mg_tha-é%eyum&r-kmwﬂ-trfuﬂuw-&m " Think of the

great opportunity for preaching the Word day after day to
more than one audience. Think of the great need of a Bible,
hymns and tracts in the vernacular. To what better use can
the best talents be given? AdseXhere are Bible schools for
training of the native ministry that must.be opened, Ji-saay

mep-asquaintedavith- Hic word. Kuthermere There are sta-

tions waiting to be opened, and whole districts awaiting evan-
gelization where one young man may have ample scope to
nrove his gualities of generalship.
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(Continued—from—page409-)
“Who will dare to come out to these neglected and unoc-
cupied provinces and help to extend the boundary of God's
kingdom around one of the very last natlonu to be evangehzcd"

%—B*&bh-er—my—&utef—hﬂren&-gwm—yau—“bh“au?”

snd-fustrate-Codaplemfonyeou. We have in mind to-day a
young man called to this very field who instead of obeying A (g
God, accepted a “tall™'to an "'important church, “/Tast r reports \ a1 j‘ T Bl ,J

say that this former promising young man was passing threugh
great sorrow and did not have the same joyous service of
former years. O, dear friends, let us beware how we trifle
with that tender Voice that comes to convince us of God's
will, — - S d
belp—aa2d May it not be that/God has shut up ygur way/as
regards other Jines of service|fn order that you mgy hear this
call ag was the case with Pawf the missionary in fhe sixtgbnth
chapter of Acts, Let God lgad and when hindrgnces atf en-
countered pfess through by fftith and prayer and fallow 1
to turn youf aside. -

REQUF.STS FOR PRAYER.

" Pray for workers.
 Pray that God may raise up some young people, married or

single, and thrust them forth pt once.
“ Pray “for funds, that we ma) be able to develop the work

without hindrance. '
! Pray that there may be %ome special gifts to meet all the
needs of a new work, such as we have in Annam.
Pray for the work on the field that we may have the Lord’s
guidance in every plan and undertaking.
“Pray for the Annamese who have begun to hear the Word,
and also for the three men who have asked for baptism.
“And above all, pray that the foundation of the Christian
church in Annam may be laid according to the Scripture against

which nothing can prevail. "
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